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On  the  Sd  of  July,  the  morning  after  his  arrival  at  Cambridge, 
Washington  took  formal  command  of  the  army.  It  was  drawn 
up  on  the  Common  ahout  half  a  mile  from  head-quarters.  A 
multitude  had  assembled  there,  for  as  yet  military  spectacles 
were  novelties,  and  the  camp  was  full  of  visitors,  men,  women, 
and  children,  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  who  had  relatives 
among  the  yeoman  soldiery. 

An  ancient  elm  is  still  pointed  out,  under  which  Washington, 
as  he  arrived  from  head-q^uarters  accompanied  by  G-eneral  Lee  and 
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am  t     ■wteeled   hia   horse,  aiid   drew  his  sword  as 

mma  d  n  hi  f  of  the  armies.  We  have  cited  the  poetical 
d  pt  n  f  hm  furnished  by  the  pen  of  Mra.  Adams;  wa 
g  1  1  t  h  f  his  military  compeer — less  poetical,  but  no 
1&.    g    ph 

G  n  1  L  loots  lite  a  careless,  hardy  veteran;  and  by 
his  appearanoe  brought  to  my  mind  hm  namesake,  Charles  SII. 
of  Sweden.  The  elegance  of  his  pen  far  exceeds  that  of  bis 
person."  * 

Accompanied  by  this  veteran  campaigner,  on  whose  military 
judgment  he  had  great  reliance,  Washington  visited  the  different 
American  posts,  and  rode  to  the  heights,  commanding  views  over 
Boston  and  its  environs,  being  anxions  to  niaiio  himself  acquaint- 
ed with  the  strength  and  relative  position  of  both  armies;  and 
here  we  will  give  a  few  particulars  concerning  the  distinguished 
commanders  with  whom  he  was  brouglit  immediately  in  compe- 
tition. 

Congress,  speaking  of  them  reproachfully,  observed,  "  Three 
of  England's  most  experienced  generals  are  sent  to  wage  war 
with  their  fellow-subjects."  The  first  here  alluded  to  was  the 
Honorable  William  Howe,  nest  in  command  to  Gage.  He  was 
a  man  of  a  £no  presence,  six  feet  high,  well  proportioned,  and  of 
graceful  deportment  He  is  said  to  have  been  not  unlike  Wash- 
ington in  appearance,  though  wanting  Ms  energy  and  activity. 
He  lacked  also  his  air  of  authority;  but  affability  of  manners, 
and  a  generous  disposition,  made  him  popular  with,  both  officers 
and  soldiers. 

There  was  a  sentiment  in  his  favor  even  among  Americans  at 
the  time  when  he  arrived  at  Boston.     It  was  remembered  that 

*  Mrs.  Adnms  to  John  Aiasaa,  1T7S. 
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ho  wua  brother  to  the  gaiiant  and  generous  youtli,  Lord  Howe, 
who  fell  in  the  flower  of  his  days,  on  the  Itanis  of  Lake  George, 
and  whose  untimely  death  had  been  lamented  throaghont  tlie 
colonies.  It  was  remembered  that  the  general  himself  had  won 
reputation  in  the  same  campaign,  commanding  the  light  infantry 
under  Wolfe,  on.  the  famous  plains  of  Abraham.  A  mournful 
feeling  had  therefore  gone  through  the  coimtry,  when  General 
Howe  was  cited  as  one  of  the  British  commanders  who  had  most 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Eunier'fi  Hill. 
Congress  apote  of  it  with  generous  sensibility,  in  their  address 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  already  ([uoted.  "  America  is  amazed," 
said  they,  "  to  find  tho  uame  of  Howo  on  tho  catalogue  of  her 
enemies — she  laved  his  brother  !  " 

General  Henry  Clinton,  the  nest  in  command,  was  grandson 
of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  son  of  George  Clintou,  who  had  been 
Governor  of  the  pio(mi.e  of  New  Toih  fii  ten  years,  trom  1743. 
The  general  had  n  en  ferticc  on  the  continent  m  the  Seven 
Years'  Wai\  Ho  was  of  shirt  ^t<kture  and  mehncd  to  corpu- 
lency ;  with  a  full  tace  and  piominent  nose  H19  manners  were 
reserved,  and  altogether  he  was  m  stiong  i  jntrast  with  Howe, 
and  by  no  means  so  popular. 

Burgoyne,  the  other  British  general  of  note,  was  natural  son 
of  Lord  Bingley,  and  had  entered  the  army  at  an  early  age. 
While  yet  a  subaltern,  he  had  made  a  runaway  match  with  a 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  who  threatened  never  to  admit 
the  offenders  to  his  presence.  In  1758,  Burgoyne  was  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  light  dragoons.  In  1761,  he  was  sent  with  a 
force  to  aid  the  Portuguese  against  the  Spaniards,  joined  tho 
army  commanded  by  the  Count  de  la  Lippc,  and  signalized  him- 
self by  surprising  and  capturing  the  town  of  Alcantara.      He 
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had  'imce  bn-u  eleotLd  tj  Parliiiaeut  toi  the  borouj^k  of  Middle 
aes,  and  dii|jlijed  considerable  parliamentary  talents  In  1772, 
he  was  made  %  major  general  Hie  taste,  wit,  and  intelligence, 
and  tio  aptness  at  deviamg  and  promoting  elegant  amusements, 
made  Iiim  for  a  time  a  leader  in  the  gaywoild,  though  Junius 
accuses  him  of  unfair  practices  at  thu  gimmg  tahlo  IIis  lepu 
tation  foi  talents  and  services  hid  giadually  moUified  the  heart 
of  hia  father  m  law,  the  Bail  ot  Deibj  In  1774,  ho  gave  cclch 
iity  to  llio  marriigc  of  a  ^on  of  the  Etil  with  Lady  Betty  Hamil 
ton,  by  producing  an  elegant  dramatic  trifie,  entitled,  "  The  Maid 
of  the  Oalcs,"  afterwards  performed  at  Drury  Lane,  and  honored 
with  a  biting  sarcasm  by  Horace  Walpole.  "There  is  a  now 
puppet-show  at  Drurv  Lane,"  writes  the  wit,  "  as  fine  as  the 
scenes  can  make  it,  and  as  dull  as  the  author  could  not  help 
making  it."* 

It  is  but  justice  to  Burgoync's  memory  to  add,  that  in  after 
years  ho  produced  a  dramatic  worh,  "  The  Heiress,"  which  ex- 
torted even  Walpole's  approbation,  who  pronounced  it  the  gea- 
teeiest  comedy  in  the  English  language. 

Such  were  the  three  British  commanders  at  Boston,  who  were 
considered  especially  formidable ;  and  they  had  with  them  eleven 
thousand  vetei'an  troops,  well  appointed  and  well  disciplined. 

In  visiting  the  different  posts,  Washington  halted  for  a  timo 
at  Prospect  Hill,  which,  as  its  name  denotes,  commanded  a  wide 
view  over  Boston  and  the  snrrounding  coontry.  Here  Putnam 
had  taken  his  position  after  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  fortify- 
ing himself  with  works  which  he  deemed  impregnable;  and  hero 
the  veteran  was  enabled  to  point  out  to  the  commander-in-chief, 

*  Walpole  to  tlie  Hon.  W.  S.  Conway. 
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anl  k  Leo  tho  main  featarea  ot  the  belligciont  rPEjion  whith, 
lay  spread  out  like  i  mip  heioie  them 

Bunlier  9  Hill  wai  but  a  milo  iii>>tant  to  the  east  the  Buti'ih 
standard  floitmg  is  if  m  timmph  on  its  'summit  Ihe  main 
toree  under  Generil  Hjwo  was  intrenching  it^ell  stionglj  about 
half  a  mile  Leyond  the  place  of  the  leeent  bittle  Sciilet 
uniform'^  gleaned  about  the  hill  tents  and  marquees  whitened 
its  -jidp^  All  up  there  wis  bright,  Lnlliaut  and  timmptant 
At  the  base  of  the  hill  lay  Chaileaton  n  m  ashes  nothing  to  bo 
seen  of  thit  fane  town  but  chimneja  and  rubbish 

Hones  sentiies  extended  a  hundred  and  fitty  yards  beyond 
the  neck  or  isthmus  over  whn,!i  the  Americans  ictieatetl  aftti 
the  battle  Three  floating  bittenes  in  Mystic  River  commanded 
this  ifcthmua  and  a  t«entj  girn  ship  was  anchored  between  the 
pcmnsula  and  Boston 

General  Gtge  the  comniander  in  chief  still  had  his  head 
quarters  tn  the  town  but  there  weie  few  troops  thoio  bcnks 
BuT-^ojne  s  h^ht  horse  A  large  f  Dree,  however  was  intrenehi  1 
fl*uth  ot  the  town  on  the  ncLk  leading  to  Eosbuiy — th>-  only 
enfianee  to  Bi-ston  by  Imd 

The  American  troops  were  irregularly  distributid  m  a  kind 
of  semicir&le  oight  or  nine  miles  in  extent  the  left  resting  on 
Wmtei  Hill,  the  most  Eoithern  post,  the  right  est endm^r  on  the 
south  to  Eoxbury  aad  Dorchester  Neck. 

Washington  reconnoitred  tho  British  posts  from  various  points 
of  view.  Every  thing  about  them  was  in  admirable  order.  The 
works  appeared  to  be  constructed  with  military  seienoe,  the 
troops  to  be  in  a  high  state  of  discipline.  The  American  camp, 
on  the  contrary,  disappointed  him.  He  had  expected  to  find 
eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  men  under  arms;  there  were  not 
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mvah  moro  than  fourteori  ttousaiid.  He  had  expected  to  find 
some  degree  of  system  and  discipline ;  whcveas  all  were  raw 
militia.  He  had  expected  to  find  works  soientiflcally  construct- 
ed, aad  proofe  of  inowledge  and  skill  in  engineering ;  whereas, 
what  he  saw  of  the  latter  was  very  imperfect,  and  oonflned  to 
the  mere  manual  exercise  of  cannon.  There  was  abundant  evi- 
dence of  aptness  at  trenching  and  throwing  up  rough  defences ; 
and  in  that  way  General  Thomas  had  fortified  Rosbury  Neck, 
aad  Putnam  had  strengthened  Prospect  Hill.  But  the  semi- 
circular line  which,  linked  tke  extreme  posts,  was  formed  of 
rudely-constiTicted  works,  far  too  estensive  for  the  troops  which 
were  at  hand  to  man  them. 

Within  this  attenuated  semicircle,  the  British  forces  lay 
concentrated  and  compact;  and  having  command  of  tKo  water, 
might  suddenly  bring  their  main  strength  to  bear  upon  some 
weak  point,  force  it,  and  sever  tlie  American  camp. 

In  fact,  when  we  consider  the  scanty,  ill-conditioned  and 
irregular  force  which  had  thus  stretched  itself  out  to  beleaguer 
a  town  and  harbor  defended  by  ships  and  floating  batteries,  and 
garrisoned  by  eleven  thousand  strongly  posted  veterans,  we  arc 
at  a  loss  whether  to  attribute  its  hazardous  position  to  ignorance, 
or  to  that  daring  self-confidence,  which  at  times,  in  our  military 
history,  has  snatcked  success  in  defiance  of  scientific  rules.  It 
was  revenge  for  the  slaughter  at  Lexington  which,  wo  are  told, 
first  prompted  the  investment  of  Boston.  "  The  universal  voice," 
says  a  contemporary,  "  is,  starve  them  out.  Drive  them  from 
the  town,  and  let  His  Majesty's  ships  bo  their  only  place  of 
refuge." 

In  riding  throughout  the  camp,  "Washington  observed  that 
nine  thousand  of  the  troops  belonged  to  Massachusetts;  the  rest 
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wero  from  otter  prorinoes.  They  were  encainpeil  in  separate 
bodieSj  each  with  its  own  regulations,  anil  officers  of  its  own 
appointment.  Some  had  tents,  others  were  in  barracks,  and 
others  sheltered  themselves  as  hest  they  might.  Many  were 
sadly  in  want  of  clothing,  and  all,  said  Washingtiin,  were  strong- 
ly imhnej  with  the  spirit  of  insubordination,  which  they  mistook 
for  independence. 

A  chaplain  of  one  of  the  regiments*  hai  left  <m  inord  a 
graphic  sketch  of  this  primitire  army  of  the  EeTolutiou  It  it 

very  diverting,"  writes  he,  "  to  walk  among  the  eimpa  They 
are  as  different  in  their  forms,  as  the  owners  ait  m  thm  dress , 
and  every  tent  is  a  porti'aiture  of  the  temper  and  ti-.te  of  the 
persons  who  oneamp  in  it.  Some  are  made  of  boai  J-i,  and  some 
are  made  of  sail-cloth;  some  are  partly  of  one,  and  partly  of 
tbe  other.  Again  others  are  made  of  stone  -md  turf,  buck  ind 
bru'ih  &  me  are  thrown  up  m  i  !iiii-\  jth  rs  tuiiouslj  wiought 
with  wreaths  and  withe 

One  jf  the  Lnoainpments  howover,  was  in  striking  contrast 
with  the  rest  and  might  no  with  those  of  the  British  for  order 
and  esactnes  Here  were  tents  and  maiquec^  pitched  m  the 
Eaglioh  stjlo  soldieis  well  dr  lied  and  well  eimpped  uery 
thing  had  m  au  ot  discipline  and  suboidmition  It  wis  a  body 
of  Khode  Ishnd  troota  which  had  hctn  riiseil  drilled  and 
biOTight  to  the  eamp  bj  Biigad  er  generil  Gtreent  of  that  piov 
mce  while  sub  cquent  renown  entitles  him  to  an  mtioduction  to 
the  ie<tdoi 

Nathaniel  bieene  wis  born  m  Rhode  Island  on  the  2bth  of 
Ally  1"'42  His  father  wa^  a  miller  in  am,hor  smith,  and  i 
Muakci  picichei  The  waters  of  the  Potowhimmet  turned  the 
*  The  Rev.  William  Emerson. 
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(ilivelo  ut  tliL  mill,  ,iinl  laiB  d  the  pondeious  skflgp  lianm  ii  f 
the  forge  Greene,  in  his  boyhood,  followed  the  plough,  and. 
occasionally  worked  at  the  forge  of  his  fa,thei  His  education 
WIS  of  an  oidinary  kind,  but  haTing  an  early  thirst  for  Lnowl 
edge  he  appli  d  himself  "K^dulously  to  variou'*  studies,  while 
Buh^istrng  by  thi  labor  ot  his  hands  H^t^lrl  hji  endowed  him 
with  quick  parts  and  a  sound  judgment,  -mi  his  assiduity  was 
crowned  with  success  He  became  fluent  md  instractiYe  m  con- 
^er&atlDn  and  his  letters  atiU  extent  show  thit  he  held  an  ibU 
pen 

In  th^  htc.  turn  ot  publ  e  ifliiis  he  liid  fuiirht  tin  billion 
int  spnit  ]  rtYaknt  throUj,hout  the  country  Plutarch  iud 
Cffisar'a  Commentaries  became  his  delight.  He  applied  himself 
to  military  studies,  for  which  he  waa  prepared  by  some  knowledge 
of  mathematics.  His  ambition  was  to  organize  and  discipline  a 
corps  of  militia  to  which  he  belonged.  For  this  purpose,  during 
a  visit  to  Boston,  he  had  taken  note  of  every  thing  about  the 
discipline  of  the  British  troops.  In  the  month  of  May,  he  had 
been  elected  commander  of  the  Rhode  Island  contingent  of  the 
army  of  observation,  and  in  June  Jiad  conducted  to  the  lines 
before  Boston,  three  regiments,  whose  encampment  we  have  just 
described,  and  who  were  pronounced  the  best  disciplined  and 
appointed  troops  in  the  army. 

Greene  made  a  soldier-like  address  to  Washington,  welcoming 
him  te  the  camp.  His  appearance  and  manner  were  calculated 
to  make  a  favorable  impression.  He  was  about  thirty-nine  yeais 
of  ^,  nearly  six  feet  high,  well  built  and  vigorous,  with  an  open, 
animated,  intelligent  countenance,  and  a  &ank,  manly  demean- 
or. He  may  be  said  te  have  stepped  at  once  into  the  confidence 
of  the    commander-in-chief,  which   he   never  forfeited,  but   be- 
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came  one  of  liia  moat  attached,  faithful,  and  efRcient  coadjutors 
thi'ougliout  tho  war. 

Having  taten  bis  survey  of  the  army,  Washington  wrote  to 
the  President  of  Congress,  representing  its  various  deficiencies, 
and,  among  other  things,  urging  the  appointment  of  a  commissary- 
genera],  a  qiiartermaster-general,  a  commissary  of  mnsters,  and 
a  commissary  of  artillery.  Ahove  all  things,  he  requested  a  sup- 
ply of  money  as  soon  as  possible.  "  I  find  myself  already  mnoh 
emhaiTassed  for  want  of  a  military  chest," 

In  one  of  his  recommendations  we  have  an  instance  of  fron- 
tier expediency,  learnt  in  his  early  campaigns.  Speaking  of  the 
ragged  conditioa  of  the  army,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the 
reqiiisite  kind  of  clothing,  ho  advises  that  a  number  of  hunting- 
shirts,  not  less  than  ten  thousand,  should  be  provided;  as  being 
the  cheapest  and  quickest  mode  of  supplying  this  necessity.  "  I 
know  nothing  in  a  speculative  view  more  trivial,"  obsei-ves  he, 
"  yet  which,  if  put  in  practice,  would  have  a  happier  tendency  to 
unite  the  men,  and  abolish  those  provincial  distinctions  that  lead 
to  jealousy  and  dissatisfaction." 

Among  the  troops  most  destitute,  were  those  belonging 
to  Massachusetts,  which  formed  the  largei-  part  of  the  army. 
Washington  made  a  noble  apology  for  them.  "  This  unhappy 
and  devoted  province,"  said  be,  "has  been  so  long  in  a  state  of 
an£H-oby,  and  the  yoke  has  been  laid  so  heavily  on  it,  that  great 
allowances  are  to  be  made  for  troops  raised  tinder  such  cir- 
cumstances. The  deficiency  of  numbers,  discipline,  and  stoi^es, 
can  only  lead  to  this  conclusion,  ikat  their  spirit  his  exceeded 
their  strength." 

This  apology  was  the  more  generous,  coming  from  a  South- 
erner ;  for  there  was  a  disposition  among  the  Southern  officers 
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to  regal  3  the  L\t>teiii  tioops  dispariginglj  But  Washington 
already  fi.lt  db  (.ommand  i  m  chief,  who  I  ohed  with  an  equal  oje 
n  all  or  lather  a**  a  true  pitiiot  who  n  \a  above  all  Eeotional 
jreiulioe^ 

Oat-  of  the  raobt  efficient  co  operators  of  Washington  at  thlK 
t  mp  and  thioughout  the  wai  wa^  Jonathan  Trumbull,  the  Gov- 
ernor ( 1  Connectic  it  He  was  a  well  e due  ted  man,  esperienced 
in  public  busmen  who  had  'idt  foi  many  yeais  in  the  legislative 
councils  jf  hiH  native  province  Mi'dbitmc  had  east  him  down 
fi-oin  affluence,  at  an  advanced  period  of  life,  but  had  not  subdued 
hia  native  energy.  He  had  been  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of 
the  Revolution,  and  tlie  only  colonial  governor  who,  at  ita  com- 
mencement, proved  true  to  the  popular  cause.  He  was  now  sisty- 
five  years  of  age,  active,  zealous,  devout,  a  patriot  of  the  primitive 
New  England  stamp,  who^o  leligion  s<knctified  his  patriotism  A 
lettei  ad  Ire  '*e  I  by  him  to  WashingtoD,  just  ifter  the  lattei  Lad 
entered  upia  tho  command  is  worthy  of  the  puiest  days  of  the 
Oo*eiiaatero  '  Congress,"  wiites  he,  '  have,  with  one  united 
voice,  appointed  you  to  the  high  station  you  possess  The  &u 
preme  Director  of  all  events  hath  caused  iwrndtiful  union  o£ 
hearts  and  counsels  to  subsist  among  us 

tiow,  theiefort  be  strong  and  very  coungeous  May  the 
God  of  tho  armies  of  Isiael  showei  down  the  hlessjngs  of  lis 
Dhme  providence  on  you,  give  ytu  wisdom  and  foititult,  cD'vei 
youi  head  m  tho  day  of  battle  and  dm^rei  add  success,  convince 
our  enemies  of  thou  mistaken  metsures  md  thit  all  then  at 
tempt=i  to  depiive  these  colonies  of  then  inestimable  constitu 
tional  lights  and  libeities,  arc  mjuriou'5  and  \  iin  ' 
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NOTE. 


We  are  obliged  to  ProfaSEor  Felton,  of  Cambrldga,  for  correcting  on  error 
in  OUT  first  volume  in  regard  to  Waehington's  hend-quarters,  and  for  some  par- 
ticulars concerning  a.  house,  associated  with,  the  Wstoiy  and  literature  of  onr 
condtry. 

The  house  assigned  to  Washington  for  head-quarters,  was  that  of  Ihe  pres- 
ident of  tlie  Provincial  Congreaa,  not  of  ilie  UniverHty.  It  lind  been  one  of 
those  toi7  mansions  noticed  by  the  Baroness  Eeidesel,  in  her  mention  of  Cam- 
bridge. "Seven  families,  who  were  connected  by  relationship,  or  lived  in 
great  intimacy,  tad  here  farms,  gardens,  and  splendid  manaons,  and  not  far 
off,  orchards  ;  and  the  bnildings  were  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  each 
Dtlicr.  The  owners  had  been  in  tJie  habit  of  assembling  every  afternoon  in  one 
cr  other  of  tliese  houses,  and  of  diverting  themselves  ivitli  muaio  or  dancing ; 
and  lived  in  affluence,  in  good  humor,  and  without  care,  until  this  unfortnnate 
war  dispersed  them,  and  transformed  all  these  houses  into  solitary  abodes. 

Tlia  house  in  question  was  confiscated  by  Goremment.  It  stood  on  the 
Watertown  road,  about  lialf  a  mile  west  of  the  college,  and  has  long  been 
known  as  the  Cragie  house,  from  the  name  of  Andrew  Cragie,  a  wealthy  geti- 
tlenian,  who  purchased  it  sifter  the  war,  and  revived  its  former  hospitality. 
He  is  said  to  liave  acquired  great  influence  among  the  leading  membBra  of  the 
"  great  and  general  court,"  by  diut  of  jovial  dinners.  He  died  long  ago,  but 
his  widow  survived  until  within  fifteen  years.  She  was  a  woman  of  much  tal- 
ent and  eingularilj.  She  refused  to  have  the  canker  worms  destroyed,  when 
they  wei'e  mating  sad  ravages  among  the  beautiful  trees  on  the  lawn  before 
the  house.  "  We  are  all  worms,"  said  she,  "  and  they  have  as  good  a  right 
here  as  I  have."     The  consequence  was  that  more  than  half  of  flie  trees  perished. 

The  Cra^e  House  is  associated  with  American  literature  through  some  of 
its  Bubsequant  occupants.  Mr.  Edward  Everett  resided  in  it  the  first  year  or 
two  after  his  marriage.  Later,  Mr.  Jarcd  Sparks,  during  part  of  the  time  fliat 
he  was  preparing  his  colloction  of  Washington's  writings ;  editing  a  volume  or 
two  cf  his  letters  in  tlie  very  reom  from  which  they  were  written.  Next  came 
Mr.  Worcester,  author  of  the  pugnacious  dictionary,  and  of  many  cKccllent 
books,  and  lastly  LongfeDow,  the  poet,  who,  having  married  the  heroine  of 
Hyperion,  purchased  tiie  boose  of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Crai^e  and  refitted  it. 
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The  justice  and  impartiality  of  Wasliington  wei-e  called  into  ex- 
ercise as  soon  as  to  entered  upon  hia  eommand,  in  allaying  dis- 
contents among  hia  general  officers,  caused  hj  tlio  recent  appoict- 
ments  and  promotions  made  hy  the  Continental  Congress.  Gen- 
eral Spencer  was  so  offended  that  Putnam  should  ^^e  promoted 
over  his  head,  that  he  left  tic  army,  without  visiting  tl:ie  com- 
mander-in-chief; but  was  suhsec[uently  induced  to  return.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  felt  aggrieved  by  being  outranked  by  the  veteran 
Pomeroy;  the  latter,  however,  declining  to  serve,  he  found  him- 
self senior  brigadier,  and  waa  appeased. 

The  sterling  merits  of  Putnum  soon  made  every  one  acquiesce 
in  his  promotion.     There  was  a  generosity  and  buoyancy  about 
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the  brave  old  man  tliat  made  liim  a  favorite  throughout  tlie  army ; 
especially  with  tlic  younger  officers,  who  spoke  of  tini  familiarly 
and  fottdly  as  "  Old  Pat;  "  a  sohriquet  by  which  he  is  called 
even  in  one  of  the  private  letters  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

The  Congress  of  MassachtKelta  manifested  considerate  liber- 
ality with  respect  to  bead-quarters.  According  to  their  minutes, 
a  committee  was  charged  to  procure  a  steward,  a  housekeeper,  and 
two  or  throe  women  cooks ;  "Washington,  no  doubt,  having  brought 
with  him  none  but  tie  black  servants  who  had  accompanied  him 
to  Philadelphia,  and  who  were  but  little  fitted  for  New  England 
housekeeping.  His  wishes  were  to  be  consulted  in  regard  to  the 
supply  of  his  table.  This  his  station,  as  commander-in-chief,  re- 
quired should  be  kept  up  in  ample  and  hospitable  style.  Every 
dav  a  number  of  hia  officers  dined  with  him.  As  he  was  m  the 
neighborhood  of  the  seat  of  the  Provincial  Gioveramont,  he 
would  occasionally  have  members  of  Congress  and  other  function- 
aries at  his  board.  Though  social,  however,  he  was  not  convivial 
in  his  habits  He  received  his  guests  with  courtesy;  but  his 
laind  and  time  were  too  much  occupied  by  grave  and  anxious 
concerns,  to  permit  him  the  genia!  indulgeuce  of  the  table.  His 
own  diet  was  extremely  simple.  Sometimes  nothing  hut  baked 
apples  or  berries,  with  cream  and  milk.  He  would  retire  early 
from  the  board,  leaving  an  aide-de-camp  or  one  of  his  officers  to 
take  his  place.  Colonel  Miflln  was  the  first  person  who  officiat- 
ed as  aide-de-camp.  He  was  a  Philadelphia  gentleman  of  high 
respectability,  who  had  accompanied  him  from  that  city,  and  re- 
ceived his  appointment  shortly  after  their  arrival  at  Cambridge, 
The  second  aide-de-camp  was  John  Trumball,*  son  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut.     He  had  accompanied  General  Spencer  to 

*  Iq  after  jtexs  distinguished  as  a  hietorical  pninter. 


,v  Google 


14  LIFE    OF    WAF^HINGTON.  ['"'■^■ 

the  camp,  and  had  caught  tho  favorahlc  notice  of  Washington 
by  some  drawings  which  he  had  made  of  the  enemy's  works. 
"  I  now  Buddeniy  found  myself,"  writes  Trumhull,  "  in  tho  family 
of  one  of  tho  most  distinguished  and  dignified  men  of  the  age ; 
savrounded  at  hia  table  by  the  principal  of&cers  of  the  army,  and 
ia  constant  intercourse  with  them — it  was  further  luy  duty  to  re- 
ceive company,  and  do  tte  honors  of  the  house  to  many  of  the 
first  people  of  tho  country  of  both  sexes."  Trumhull  was  young, 
and  unaccustomed  to  society,  and  soon  found  himself,  he  says,  un- 
equal to  the  elegant  duties  of  his  situation ;  he  gladly  exchanged 
it,  therefore,  for  that  of  major  of  brigade. 

The  member  of  Washington's  family  most  deserving  of  men- 
tion at  present,  was  his  secretaiy,  Mr.  Joseph  Eeed,  Witt  this 
gentleman  he  had  formed  tm  intimaey  in  the  course  of  his  visits 
to  Philadelphia,  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
Mr.  Heed  was  an  accomplished  man,  had  studied  law  in  America, 
and  at  the  Temple  in  London,  and  had  gained  a  high  reputation  at 
the  Philadelphia  bar.  In  the  dawning  of  tbe  Revolution  he  had 
embraced  the  popular  cause,  and  carried  on  a  correspondence  with 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  endeavoring  to  enlighten  that  minister  on 
the  subject  of  colonial  affairs,  He  had  since  been  highly  instru- 
mental in  rousing  tlie  PMladelphiana  to  co-operate  with  the 
patriots  of  Boston.  A  sympathy  of  views  and  feelings  had  at- 
tached him  to  Washington,  and  induced  Hm  to  accompany  him  to 
the  camp.  He  had  no  definite  purpose  when  he  left  home,  and 
his  friends  in  Philadelphia  were  surprised,  on  receiving  a  letter 
from  him  written  from  Cambridge,  to  find  that  he  had  accepted 
the  post  of  secretary  to  the  commander-in-chief. 

They  cspostulated  with  him  by  letter.  That  a  man  ia  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  with  a  lucrative  profession,  a  young 
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wife  aud  growing  family,  and  a  happy  home  shonl  I  su  Idei  ly 
abandon  all  to  join  tlie  tazardous  foitmee  of  a  revolittionaj y 
camp,  appeared  to  them  the  teight  of  infatuation  They  remon 
atrated  on  the  peril  of  the  step.  "  I  hivo  no  mchnatjon  leylicd 
Keed,  "to  be  hanged  for  half  trea'fon  "H  hen  d  suljett  dnwa 
his  sword  against  his  prince,  he  must  eut  hii  way  thi  .nigh  li  Iil 
meams  to  sit  down  in  safety.  I  have  tahm  t  o  ictue  a  j  ut  m 
what  may  be  called  the  civil  pait  of  opposition  to  renounce 
without  disgrace,  the  public  cause  wten  it  ^eems  to  lead  to  d  m 
ger ;  and  have  a  most  sovereign  contempt  for  the  man  who  can 
plan  measures  he  has  not  the  spirit  to  execute 

Washington  has  occasionally  hi,on  lepre  enttd  as  cold  and  i 
served;  yet  his  intercourse  with  Mr  Keed  i^  a  prtof  ti  th  con 
trary.  His  friendship  towards  him  wis  track  and  coidu]  ml 
the  confidence  ho  reposed  in  him  full  and  implicit  Reetl  m  fict 
became,  in  a  little  time,  the  intimate  ccmpinion  of  h  s  tho  ij,ht 
his  hosom  couuBeUor.  lie  felt  the  nee  1  of  huth  a  fr  end  in  the 
present  exigency,  placed  as  he  was  m  i  new  and  ujtiied  situat  on 
and  having  to  aet  with  persons  hitherto  unknown  to  hun 

In  military  matters,  it  is  true  he  had  a  shiowd  cuii)''(,nor  n 
General  Lee;  but  Lee  was  a  waywaiil  ehaiaetei  a  cosmojoktL 
without  attachment  to  country,  somewhit  aplenet  t.  and  p  one  tj 
follow  the  bent  of  his  whims  and  hiuuoi"  which  often  tla  hcl 
with  propriety  and  sound  policy.  Reed  on  the  Lonti  uy  th  uj,h 
less  informed  on  military  matters  hid  a  stion^  common  n  n  e 
unclouded  by  passion  or  prejudice,  and  a  pue  pitiiotidm  which 
regarded  every  thing  as  it  bore  upon  the  welfaie  of  his  countij 

Washington's  confidence  in  Lee  had  ilways  to  be  meisuied 
and  guarded  in  matters  of  civil  pobiy 

The  arrival  of  Gates  in  camp,  wis  heirtily  welcomed  1  y  t!i 
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commander-in-cMef,  who  Lad  received  a  letter  from  that  ofiieer, 
gratefully  acknowledging  his  friendly  influence  in  procuring  him 
the  appointment  of  adjutant-general.  Washington  may  have  pro- 
mised himself  much  cordial  co-operation  from  Mm,  recollecting 
the  warm  friendship  professed  by  him  when  he  visited  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  they  talked  together  over  their  early  companionship 
in  arms;  hut  of  that  kind  of  friendship  thero  was  no  further 
manifestation.  Gates  was  certainly  of  great  sei-vice,  from  his 
practial  knowledge  and  military  experience  at  this  juncture,  when 
the  whole  army  had  in  a  maimer  to  be  organized;  but  from  the 
familiar  intimacy  of  Washington  he  gradually  estranged  himself. 
A  contemporary  has  accounted  for  this,  by  alleging  that  he  was 
secretly  chagrined  at  not  having  received  the  appointment  of 
major-general,  to  which  he  considered  himself  well  fitted  by  his 
military  knowledge  and  experience,  and  which  he  thought  Wash- 
ington might  have  obtsuned  for  tim  had  he  used  his  influence  with 
Congress.  We  shall  have  to  advert  to  this  estrangement  of 
Gates  on  subsequent  occasions. 

The  hazardous  position  of  the  army  from  the  great  extent  aiid 
weakness  of  its  lin^,  was  what  most  pressed  on  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  Washington;  and  he  summoned  a  eouixeil  of  war,  to 
take  the  matter  into  consideration.  In  tliis  it  was  urged  that,  to 
abandon  the  line  of  works,  after  the  great  labor  and  expense  of 
their  construction,  would  be  dispiriting  to  the  troops  and  encour- 
aging to  the  enemy,  while  it  would  expose  a  wide  extent  of  the 
surrouading  country  to  maraud  and  ravage.  Beside,  no  safer 
position  presented  iteelf,  on  which  to  fall  back.  This  being  gen- 
erally admitted,  it  was  determined  to  hold  on  to  the  works,  and 
defend  them  as  long  as  possible ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  aug- 
ment the  army  to  at  least  twenty  thousand  men. 
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■yVasIiington  now  hastened  to  improyo  the  defeacea  of  the 
camp,  stTDngthea  the  weak  parts  of  tiie  line,  and  throw  up  addi- 
tional works  round  the  main  forts.  No  one  seconded  him  more 
effectually  in  this  matter  than  General  Putnam.  No  works  were 
thrown  up  with  equal  rapidity  to  those  under  his  superintendence. 
"  You  seem,  general,"  said  Washingt  n  to  ha\e  tho  taculty  of 
infusing  your  own  spirit  into  all  the  workman  y  u  tm]  1  j  — and 
it  was  the  fact. 

The  observing  chaplain  alreadj  cited  ^^ZLl  w  th  w  i  d^r  at 
the  rapid  effects  soon  produced  by  tha  Ixtorh  t  in  aimy  "It 
is  surprising,"  writes  he,  "  how  much  work  has  betn  done  The 
lines  are  extended  almost  from  Cambridge  to  Myotic  Eivci  very 
soon  it  will  be  morally  impossible  foi  the  enemy  to  get  letwccn 
the  works,  except  in  one  place,  whi  h  is  supposed  to  be  left  pur- 
posely unfortified,  to  entice  tlie  enemy  out  of  the  r  fortresses. 
Who  would  have  thought,  twelve  months  past,  that  all  Cambridge 
and  Charlestowa  would  be  covered  over  with  American  camps, 
and  cut  up  into  forts  and  intrenchments,  and  all  the  lands,  fields, 
orchards,  laid  common, — horses  and  cattle  feeding  on  the  choicest 
mowing  land,  whole  fields  of  corn  eaten  down  to  the  ground,  and 
k,rge  parks  of  well-regulated  forest  trees  cut  dnwn  for  fire-wood 
and  other  public  uses." 

Beside  the  main  dispositions  above  mentioned,  aliout  seven 
hundred  men  were  distributed  in  the  small  towns  and  villages 
along  the  coast,  to  prevent  depredations  by  water;  and  horses 
were  kept  ready  saddled  at  various  pomts  of  the  widely  extended 
lines,  to  convey  to  head-t[uarters  intelligence  of  any  spei'ia,l  move- 
ment of  the  enemy. 

Thp  army  was  distributed  by  Washington  into  three  grand 
divisions.     One,  forming  the  right  wing,  waa  stationed  on  the 
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heights  of  Eoxhury.  It  was  commanded  by  Major-general  Ward, 
who  had  under  him  Brigadier-generals  Spencer  and  Thomas. 
Another,  forming  tie  left  wing  imder  Major-general  Lee,  having 
with  him  Brigadier-generals  Sullivan  and  Greene,  waa  stationed 
on  Winter  and  Prospect  Hills ;  while  the  centre,  under  Major-gen- 
eral Putnam  and  Brigadier-general  Heath,  was  stationed  at  Cam- 
bridge. With  Putnam  was  encamped  his  favorite  officer  Knowl- 
ton,  who  had  been  promoted  hy  Congress  to  the  rank  of  major 
for  his  gallantry  at  Bunker's  Hill. 

At  Washington's  recommendation,  Joseph  Trumbull,  the  eldest 
son  of  the  governor,  received  on  the  24th  of  July  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissary-general  of  the  continental  army.  He  had 
already  officiated  with  talent  in  that  capacity  in  the  Connecticut 
miUtia.  "  There  is  a  great  overturning  in  the  camp  as  to  order 
and  regularity,"  writes  the  military  chaplain;  "new  lords,  new 
laws.  The  generals  Washington  and  Lee  are  upon  the  lines  every 
day.  New  orders  from  his  excellency  are  read  to  the  respective 
regiments  every  morning  after  prayers.  The  strictest  government 
is  taking  place,  and  great  distinction  is  made  between  officers  and 
soldiers. ,  Every  one  is  made  to  know  his  place  and  keep  it,  or  be 
tied  up  aad  receive  thirty  or  forty  lashes  according  to  his  crime. 
Thousands  are  at  work  every  day  from  four  till  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  morning." 

Lee  was  supposed  to  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  this  rigid 
discipline ;  the  result  of  his  experience  in  European  campaigning. 
His  notions  of  railitary  authority  were  acquired  in  tho  armies  of 
the  North.  Quito  a  sensation  wa^,  on  one  occasion,  produced  in 
camp  by  his  threatening  to  cane  an  officer  for  unsoldierly  conduct. 
His  laxity  in  other  matters  occasioned  almost  equal  scandal.  He 
scoffed,  we  are  told,  "  with  his  usual  profaneness,"  at  a  resolution 
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of  Congress  appolntiug  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  to  obtaiu  the 
favor  of  Heavea  upon  their  cause.  "  Heaven,"  he  observed, 
"was  ever  found  favoraWe  to  etrong  battalions."* 

Washington  differed  from  him  in  this  respect.  By  his  orders 
the  resolution  of  Cojigiesa  was  scrupulously  enforced.  All  lahor, 
excepting  that  absolutely  necessary,  was  suspended  on  the  appoint- 
ed day,  and  officers  and  soldiers  wore  recjuired  to  attend  divine 
service,  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  for  immediate  action. 

Nothing  excited  more  gaze  and  wonder  among  the  rustic  vis- 
itors to  the  camp,  thaa  the  arrival  of  several  riie  oompanies,  four- 
teen hundred  men  in  all,  from  Pennaylvanu,  Marjiand  and  Vir- 
ginia; such  stalwart  fellows  as  WLtshmgton  had  known  in  Ms 
early  campaigns.  Stark  hunters  and  hush  fighters;  many  of 
them  upwards  of  sis  feet  high,  and  of  vigorous  frame ;  dressed 
in  fringed  frocks,  or  rifle  shirts,  and  round  hata.  Their  displays 
of  sharp  shooting  were  soon  among  tho  marvels  of  the  camp. 
We  are  told  that  while  advancing  at  quick  step,  they  could  hit  a 
mark  of  seven  inches  diameter,  at  tho  distance  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yarda.f 

One  of  these  companies  was  commanded  by  Captain  Daniel 
Morgan,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  whose  first  experience  in  war 
had  been  to  accompany  Braddock's  army  as  a  waggoner.  He  had 
since  carried  arms  on  the  frontier  and  obtained  a  command.  He 
and  his  riflemen  in  coming  to  the  camp  had  marched  six  hundred 
miles  in  three  weeks.  They  will  be  foimd  of  signal  efficiency  in 
the  sharpest  conflicts  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

While  all  his  force.?  were  required  for  the  investment  of 
Boston,  Washington  was  importuned  by  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  Cfovernor  of  Connecticut,  to  detach  troops  for 
*  Grajdon'e  Memoirs,  p.  138.  t  Tlmdier's  Maitarj  Joui'aal,  p,  37. 


,v  Google 


20  LIFE    OF    WASHINGTON,  i^^^^- 

tlib  protiGction  of  different  points  of  the  sea-coast,  wtere  depreda- 
tions tj  srmed  vessels  were  apprehended,  l^he  case  of  New 
London,  was  specified  by  Goyemor  Trumbull,  where  Captain 
Wallace  of  the  Rose  frigate,  with  two  other  ships  of  war,  had 
entered  the  harhor,  landed  men,  spiked  the  cannon,  and  gone  off 
threatening  ftituro  visits, 

■Washington  referred  to  his  instructions,  and  consulted  with 
his  general  officers  and  such  members  of  tho  Continental  Congress 
as  happened  to  be  in  camp,  before  he  replied  to  these  requests ; 
he  then  respectfully  declined  compliance. 

In  his  reply  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts,  he 
stated  frankly  and  explicitly  the  policy  and  system  on  which  tho 
war  was  to  he  conducted,  and  according  to  which  he  was  to  act 
as  commander-in-chief  "  It  has  been  debated  in  Congress  and 
settled,"  writes  he,  "  that  the  militia,  or  other  internal  strength  of 
each  provinee,  is  to  be  applied  for  defence  against  those  small  aad 
particular  depredations,  which  were  to  bo  espected,  and  to  which 
tbey  were  supposed  to  be  competent.  This  will  appear  the  more 
proper,  when  it  is  considered  that  every  town,  and  indeed  every 
part  of  our  sea-coast,  which  is  exposed  to  these  depredations, 
would  have  an  ecjual  claim  upon  this  army, 

"  It  is  the  misfortune  of  our  situation  which  exposes  us  to 
these  ravages,  and  against  which,  in  my  judgment,  no  such  tem- 
porary relief  could  possibly  secure  us.  The  great  advantage  the 
enemy  have  of  transporting  troops,  by  being  masters  of  the  sea, 
will  enable  tliem  to  harass  ua  by  diversions  of  this  kind ;  and 
should  we  be  tempted  to  pursue  them,  upon  evei-y  alarm,  the 
army  must  either  be  so  weakened  as  to  expose  it  to  dcBtructioa, 
or  a  great  part  of  the  coast  be  still  left  unprotected.  Nor,  indeed, 
does  it  appear  to  me  that  such  a  pursuit  would  be  attended  with 
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tbe  least  effect.  The  tirat  notice  of  suoh  an  esouraion  would  ho 
its  actual  executioD,  and  long  before  any  troops  could  reach  the 
scene  of  aj^tion,  the  enemy  would  ha,yo  an  opportunity  to  accom- 
plish their  purpose  and  retire.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure 
to  have  it  in  my  power  to  estend  protection  and  safety  to  every 
individual ;  but  the  wisdom  of  the  General  Court  will  anticipate 
me  on  the  necessity  of  conducting  our  operations  on  a  genera! 
and  impartial  scale,  so  aa  to  exclude  aay  just  cause  of  complaint 
and  jealousy." 

His  reply  to  the  (jovcmor  of  Connecticut  was  to  the  same 
effect.  "  I  am  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  situation  of  tho 
people  on  the  coast.  I  wish  I  could  extend  protection  to  all,  but 
the  numerous  detachments  necesBary  to  remedy  the  evil  would 
amount  to  a  dissolution  of  tbe  army,  or  make  the  most  important 
operations  of  the  campaign  depend  upon  the  piratical  expeditions 
of  two  or  three  men-of-war  and  transports." 

His  refusal  to  grant  the  required  detachments  gave  much 
dissatisfaction  in  some  quarters,  until  sanctioned  and  enforced  by 
the  Continental  Congress.  All  at  length  saw  and  acquiesced  in 
the  justice  and  wisdom  of  his  decision.  It  was  in  fact  a  vital 
question,  involving  the  whole  character  and  fortune  of  the  war ; 
and  it  waa  acknowledged  that  he  met  it  with  a  forecast  and  de- 
termination befitting  a  commander-in-chief. 
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The  great  object  of  WashiDgton  at  present,  was  to  foroe  the  ene- 
my to  come  out  of  Boston  and  try  a  deeiBiye  action.  His  lines 
had  for  some  time  out  off  all  communication  of  the  town  with 
the  country,  and  he  had  caused  the  live  stock  within  a  conaidera- 
hle  distance  of  tho  place  to  bo  driven  back  from  tho  coast,  out  of 
reach  of  the  men-of-war's  boats.  I"resh  provisions  and  vegetables 
were  consequently  growing  more  and  more  scarce  and  extrava- 
gantly dear,  and  sickness  began  to  prevail.  "  I  have  done  and 
shall  do  every  thing  in  ray  power  to  disti'ess  them,"  writes  he  to 
his  brother  John  Augustine.  "  The  transports  have  all  arrived, 
and  their  whole  reinforcement  is  landed,  so  that  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  should  not,  if  they  ever  attempt  it,  come  boldly  out  and 
put  the  matter  to  issue  at  once." 

"  We  are  in  the  strangest  state  in  tho  world,"  writes  a  lady 
from  Boston,  "  suiTounded  on  all  sides.  The  whole  country  is 
in  arms  and  intrenched.    We  are  deprived  of  fresh  provisions, 
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subject  to  coutinuiil  alai'ms  and  caEEOtiiidiogs,  tlie  Provincials 
being  very  audacious  and  adyanoing  to  our  linos  siaee  the  arrival 
of  Generals  Washn^t  n  anl  Lee  to  e  mm  ad  them 

At  th  r  t  eal  juuctuire  when  "W  a  hia^ton  it,  f  ess  n^  tl  o 
siege  anl  endeavor  ng  to  provoke  a  gen  ral  acton  a  starting 
fact  came  to  1  ^ht  the  wtole  amount  of  pow  1  ii  tl  e  ca  n] 
woi  1 1  not  f  rn  all  more  than  nme  cartr  Ig  3  to  a     a     * 

\  gro«a  error  had  been  made  by  the  omm  ttee  of  sapj  I  es 
when  Wt  1  n},t  n  on  t^k  ng  comman  1  hid  re  |  ur  la  tur  f 
the  immim  t  n  They  h'wl  etumel  th  who!  amo  nt  of  pow 
der  oolle  ted  by  the  prov  n  e  upwards  of  three  bund  d  1  ar  el 
witbo  t  Stat  ag  whit  ha  1  been  es]  ended  1  he  blun  ler  wa&  le 
tected  on  an  order  being  issued  for  a  new  supply  of  cartridges. 
It  was  found  that  there  were  but  thirty-two  barrels  of  powder  in 
store. 

This  was  an  astounding  discovery,  Washington  instant- 
ly despatched  letters  and  expresses  to  Rhode  Island,  the  Jerseys, 
Ticonderoga  and  elsewhere,  urging  immediate  supplies  of  powder 
and  lead ;  no  quantity,  however  small,  to  be  considered  beneath 
notice.  In  a  letter  to  Governor  Cooke  of  Ebode  Isand,  he  sug- 
gested that  an  armed  vessel  of  that  province  migbt  bo  sent  to 
seize  upon  a  magazine  of  gunpowder,  said  to  be  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  "  I  am  very  sensible,"  writes  he, 
"  that  at  first  view  the  project  may  appear  hazardous,  and  its  snc- 
cesa  must  depend  on  the  concurrence  of  many  circumstances ;  but 
we  are  in  a  situation  which  requires  us  to  run  all  risks,  *  *  * 
Enterprises  which  appear  chimerieal,  often  prove  sucoeseful  from 
that  very  circumstance.  Common  sense  ard  prudence  will  sug- 
gest vigilance  and  care,  where  the  dauger  is  plain  and  obvious; 
*  Letter  to  llie  President  of  Congress,  Aug.  i. 
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but  where  little  danger  is  apprelienOcd,  tlie  more  tlic  enemy  will 
be  uuprepared,  and,  conseqnentlj,  there  is  the  fairest  prospect  of 
Bueeess." 

Day  after  day  elapsed  withont  the  arrival  of  any  supplies ;  for 
in  these  irregular  times,  the  munitions  of  war  were  not  readily 
procured.  It  seemed  hardly  possible  that  the  matter  could  be 
kept  coneealed  from  the  enemy.  Their  ■works  on  Bunker's  Hill 
commanded  a  full  view  of  those  of  the  Americans  on  Winter  and 
Prospect  Hills.  Eaeh  camp  could  see  what  was  passing  in  the 
other.  The  seatries  were  almost  near  enough  to  converse. 
There  was  furtive  intercourse  occasionally  between  the  men. 
In  this  critical  state,  tlie  American  camp  remained  for  a  fort- 
night ;  tie  anxious  commander  incessantly  apprehending  an 
attack.  At  Isngth  a  partial  supply  from  the  Jerseys  put  an  end 
to  this  imminent  risk.  Washington's  secretary,  Reed,  who  had 
been  the  confidant  of  his  troubles  and  anxieties,  gives  a  vivid  ex- 
pression of  his  feelings  on  the  arrival  of  this  relief.  "  I  can 
hardly  look  back,  without  shuddering,  at  our  situation  before  this 
increase  of  our  stock.  Stock  did  I  say?  it  was  nest  to  nothing. 
Almnpt  the  whole  powder  of  the  army  was  in  the  cartridge- 
boxes."  * 

It  is  thought  that,  considering  the  claadestme  mtercourse 
carried  on  between  the  two  campi,  mtelligente  of  this  deficiency 
of  ammunition  on  tie  part  of  the  bciegeis  must  ha\e  been  c<:n 
yeyed  to  the  British  eommandei  but  Ihit  the  bold  ftct  w  th 
which  the  Americans  continuid  to  numtim  their  positi  n  made 
him  discredit  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  supply  from  the  Jerseys,  there  was  not 
more  powder  in   camp  than  would   serve  the   artillery  for  one 

•  Reed  to  TTioiaas  Bradford.      Life  and  Con^espondenee,  vol.  i.  p.  1  IS. 
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day  of  general  action.  None,  therefore,  was  allowed  to  Tie 
■vfasted ;  the  troops  were  even,  obliged  to  bear  in  silenee  an  oc- 
cafiional  cannonading.  "  Our  poverty  in  ammunitioD,"  writes 
Waaliingtoa,  "  prevents  our  making  a  suitable  return." 

One  of  the  painful  eircurastances  attending  the  outbreak  of  a 
vevolutionary  war  is,  that  gallant  men,  who  have  held  allcgianea 
to  the  same  government,  aod  fought  side  by  side  under  the  same 
flag,  suddenly  find  themselves  in  deadly  conflict  with  each  other. 
Such  was  tie  ease  at  present  in  the  hostile  camps.  .  G-eneral  Lee, 
it  will  be  recoilcGted,  had  once  served  under  General  Burgoyne, 
in  Portugal,  aad  had  won  Lis  brightest  laurels  when  detached  by 
that  commander  to  surprise  the  Spanish  camp,  near  the  Moorish 
castle  of  Villa  Velha.  A  soldier's  friendship  had  ever  since  ex- 
isted between  them,  and  when  Leo  had  heard  at  Philadelphia, 
before  lie  had  engaged  in  the  American  service,  that  his  old  com- 
rade and  commander  was  arrived  at  Boston,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
liim  giving  his  own  views  on  the  points  in  dispute  between  the 
colonies  and  the  mother  country,  and  inveighing  with  his  usual 
veiiemence  and  sarc^tic  point,  against  the  conduct  of  the  court 
and  ministry.  Before  sending  the  letter,  ho  submitted  it  to  the 
Boston  delegates  and  other  members  of  Congress,  and  received 
their  sanction. 

Since  his  arrival  in  camp  he  Imd  received  a  reply  from 
Burgoyne,  couched  in  moderate  and  courteous  language,  and 
proposing  an  interview  at  a  designated  house  on  Boston  Neck, 
within  the  British  sentries;  mutual  pledges  to  be  given  for  each 
other's  safety. 

Lee  submitted  this  letter  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Mac- 
sachusetta,  and  requested  their  commands  with  respect  to  the 
proposed  interview.     They  expressed,  in  reply,  the  highest  oon- 
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fidencc  in  Ilia  wisdom,  discretion  and  integrity,  but  fjTiDSticned 
whether  the  iatei-view  might  not  W  regarded  by  the  publia  with 
distrust ;  "  a  people  eont«nding  for  then  liberties  being  Batnrally 
disposed  to  jealousy."  They  suggested,  therefore,  as  a  means  of 
preventing  popular  miseoneeption,  thdt  Lee  on  seeking  the  inter- 
view, should  be  accompanied  by  Mr  Elbndge  Gerry;  or  that  the 
advice  of  a  council  of  war  should  be  taken  in  a  mattei-  of  such 
apparent  delicacy. 

Lee  became  aware  of  tbe  surmises  that  might  he  awakened  hy 
the  proposed  interview,  and  wrote  a  friendly  note  to  Burgojne 


A  correspondence  of  a  more  important  character  took  place 
between  Washington  and  General  Gage.  It  was  one  intended 
to  put  the  hostile  services  on  a  proper  footing.  A  strong  dispo- 
sition had  been  manifested  among  the  British  officers  to  regard 
those  engaged  in  the  patriot  cause  as  malefectors,  outlawed  from 
the  eourtesi^  of  chiralrie  warfare.  Washington  was  determined 
to  have  a  full  underetonding  on  this  point.  He  was  peculiarly 
sensitive  with  regard  to  Gage.  They  had  been  companions  in 
arms  in  their  early  days ;  but  Gage  might  now  affect  to  look 
down  upon  him  as  the  chief  of  a  rebel  army.  Washington 
took  an  early  opportunity  to  let  him  know,  that  he  claimed  to  be 
the  commander  of  a  legitimate  force,  engaged  in  a  legitimate 
cause,  and  that  both  himself  and  his  army  were  to  be  treated  on 
a  footing  of  perfect  equality.  The  correspondence  arose  from 
the  treatment  of  several  American  officers. 

"  I  understand,"  writes  Washington  to  Gage,"  that  the  offi- 
cers engaged  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  their  country,  who  by 
the  fortune  of  war  have  fallen  into  your  hands,  have  been  thrown 
indiscriminately  into  a  common  jail,  appropriated  to  felons;  that 
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no  considcratioa  has  been  had  tor  tliose  of  the  most  rospcetable 
i^nk,  when  languishing  with  wounds  and  eiekness,  and  that  some 
have  been  amputated  in  this  unworthy  situation.  Let  jour  opin- 
ion, air,  of  the  principle  whicli  actuate  tltem,  be  what  it  may, 
they  suppose  tliat  they  act  from  the  noblest  of  all  principles,  love 
of  freedom  and  tieic  country.  But  political  principles,  I  con- 
ceive, are  foreign  to  this  point  The  obligations  arising  from  the 
rights  of  humanity  and  claims  of  rant  are  universally  binding 
and  extensive,  escept  in  case  of  retaliation.  These,  I  should 
have  hoped,  would  Lave  dictated  a  more  tender  treatment  of 
those  individuals  whom  chance  or  war  had  put  in  your  power. 
Nor  can  I  forbear  suggesting  its  fatal  tcndoncy  to  widen  that  un- 
happy breach  which  you,  and  those  ministers  under  whom  you 
act,  have  repeatedly  declared  your  wish  to  see  for  ever  closed. 
My  diity  Eow  makes  it  necessary  to  apprise  yon  that,  for  the  fu- 
ture, I  shall  regulate  ail  my  conduct  towards  those  gentlemen 
who  are,  or  may  be,  iii  our  possession,  exactly  by  the  rule  you 
shall  observe  towards  those  of  ours,  now  in  your  custody. 

"  If  severity  and  hardships  mark  the  line  of  your  conduct, 
painful  as  it  may  be  Ut  me,  your  prisoners  will  feel  its  effects. 
But  if  kindness  and  humanity  are  shown  to  us,  I  shall  with  plea- 
sure consider  those  in  our  hands  only  as  unfortunate,  and  they 
shall  receive  from  me  that  treatment  to  which  the  unfortunate 
are  ever  entitled." 

The  following  are  the  essential  partq  of  a  letter  fi-om  General 
Grage  in  reply. 

"Sir, — To  the  glory  of  civilized  uitiun  hu  anitj  tnl  wt 
have  been  compatible,  and  humanity  to  the  sul  lue  I  1  a,i  become 
almost  a  general  system.  Britons,  evtr  pie  m  nent  m  mercy 
have  outgone  common  examples,  and  overlooked  the  ci  imm-vl  m  the 
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eaptive.  Upon  these  priueiples  yoar  prisoners,  whose  Inca  by  the 
law  of  the  land  are  destined  to  the  cord,  have  hitherto  been 
treated  with  eare  and  kindness,  and  more  comfortably  lodged 
than  tho  King's  troops  in  tlie  hospitals;  mdisoriminately  it  ia 
troe,  for  I  aeknowlodge  no  rank  that  is  not  derived  from  the  King. 

"  My  intelligance  trom  your  army  would  Justify  severe  recrim- 
iuations.  I  tmderstand  there  are  of  the  King's  faithful  subjects, 
taken  some  time  since  by  the  rebels,  laboring,  like  negro  slaves 
to  giun  their  daily  subsistence,  or  reduced  to  the  wretched  alter- 
native to  perish  by  famine  or  take  arms  ag^nst  their  King  and 
country.  Those  who  have  made  the  treatment  of  the  prisonei-a 
in  my  hands,  or  of  your  other  friends  in  Boston,  a  pretence  for 
suth  measures,  found  bai'barity  upon  falsehood. 

"I  would  willingly  hope,  air,  that  the  sentiments  of  liberality 
which  I  have  always  believed  you  to  possess,  wiSl  be  exerted  to 
correct  these  misdoings.  Be  tempei'ate  in  political  disquisition- 
give  free  operation  to  truth,  and  punish  those  who  deceive  and 
niisreprebent ;  and  not  only  the  effects,  but  the  cause,  of  tliis 
unhappy  conflict  will  be  I'Cmoi'ed.  Should  those,  under  whose 
usurped  authority  you  act,  eoiitrol  such  a  disposition,  and  dare  to 
call  severity  retaliation;  to  God,  who  knows  all  hearts,  be  the 
appeal  of  the  dreadful  consequences,"  &c. 

There  were  expressions  in  the  foregomg  letter  well  calculated 
to  rouse  indignant  feelings  in  the  most  tempeiate  bosom.  Had 
Washington  been  as  readily  moved  to  tianspmts  of  passion  as 
some  are  pleased  to  i-epresent  him,  tlip  rebel  and  the  cord  might 
i-eadily  have  stung  him  to  fury;  but  with  him,  anger  was  checked 
-.1  its  impulses  by  higher  energies,  and  reined  in  to  give  a  grander 
[fleet  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment.  The  following  was  his 
noble  and  dignified  reply  to  General  Gage: 
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'  I  addressed  jou,  siv,  on  tie  llth  instant,  iu  terms  whicli  gave 
the  feiirest  scope  for  that  humauity  and  politeuesa  wMcli  were 
supposed  to  form  a  part  of  your  character.  I  romonstrated  with 
JOU  on  the  unworthy  treatment  shown  to  tho  officers  and  citiaeus 
of  America,  whoni  the  fortune  of  war,  chance,  or  a  mistaken 
confidence  had  thrown  into  your  hands.  Whether  British  or 
American  meroy,  fortitude  and  patience,  are  most  pre-emiaent; 
whether  onr  virtuous  citizens,  whom  the  haad  of  tyranny  has 
foroed  into  arms  to  defend  their  wives,  their  children  and  their 
property,  or  the  merciless  instruments  of  lawless  domination, 
avarice,  and  revenge,  best  deserve  the  appellation  of  rebels,  and 
the  punishment  of  that  cord,  which  your  affected  clemency  has 
forborue  to  inflict;  whether  the  authority  under  which  I  act  is 
usurped,  or  founded  upon  the  genuine  principles  of  liberty,  were 
altogether  foreign  to  the  subject.  I  purposely  avoided  all  political 
disquisition ;  nor  eliall  I  now  avail  myself  of  those  advantages 
which  the  Eaered  cause  of  my  country,  of  liberty,  and  of  human 
nature  ^ve  me  over  you;  much  less  shall  I  stoop  to  retort  and 
invective ;  but  the  intelligence  you  say  you  have  received  from 
our  army  requires  a  reply.  I  have  taken  time,  sir,  to  make  a 
strict  inquiry,  and  find  it  has  not  the  least  foundation  in  truth. 
Not  only  your  officers  and  soldiers  have  been  treated  with  the 
tendernras  due  to  fellow-citiaens  and  brethren,  but  even  those  ex- 
ecrable parricides,  whose  counsels  and  aid  have  deluged  tlieir 
country  with  blood,  have  been  protected  from  the  fury  of  a  justly 
enraged  people.  Far  from  compelling  or  permitting  their  as- 
sistance, I  am  embarrassed  with  tho  numbers  who  crowd  to  our 
camp,  animated  with  the  purest  principles  of  virtue  and  love  to 
their  country.         #»»*»*** 

"  You  affect,  sir,  to  despise  all  rank  not  derived  from  the  same 
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source  witli  jour  owu.  I  caouot  aoueeiye  oue  nioi'u  hoiioTa.bIe, 
thau  that  wliich  flows  from  the  uiicoi'nipted  eLoice  of  a  bra¥C  and 
free  people,  the  purest  source  ami  original  fountain  of  all  power. 
Far  from  making  it  a  plea  for  cruelty,  a  mind  of  true  magnanim- 
itj  and  enlai'ged  ideas  would  comprehend  and  respect  it. 

"  What  loay  have  been  the  ministerial  views  which  have 
precipitated  the  present  crbia,  Lexington,  Concord,  and  Charlea- 
towa  can  best  declare.  May  that  G-od,  to  whom  jou,  too,  appeal, 
judge  between  America  and  you.  Under  his  providence,  those 
who  influence  the  councils  of  America,  and  all  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  united  colonies,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  are  de- 
termmed  to  hand  down  to  posterity  those  just  and  invaluable 
privileges  which  they  received  from  their  ancestors. 

"  I  shall  MOW,  sir,  close  my  correspondence  with  you,  perhaps 
for  ever.  If  your  ofB.cers,  our  prisonei'S,  recdve  a  treatment  from 
me  different  from  that  which  I  wished  to  show  them,  they  and 
you  will  remember  the  occasion  of  it," 

We  have  given  these  letters  of  Washington  almost  entire,  for 
they  contain  his  manifesto  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies 
of  the  Eevolution;  setting  forth  the  opinions  and  motives  by 
which  he  was  governed,  and  the  principles  on  which  hostilities  on 
his  part  would  be  conducted.  It  was  planting  with  the  pen,  that 
standard  which  was  to  be  maintained  by  the  sword. 

In  conformity  with  the  threat  conveyed  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  letter,  WashiDgton  issued  orders  that  British  officers  at 
Watertown  and  Cape  Ann,  who  were  at  large  on  parole,  should  be 
confined  in  Northampton  jail ;  explaining  to  them  that  tJiis  con- 
duct, which  might  appear  to  them  harsh  and  cruel,  was  contrary 
to  his  disposition,  but  according  to  the  rule  of  treatment  ol 
by  Geueral  Gage  toward  the  American  prisoners  i 
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mating  no  distinction  of  rank.  Cireumstanees,  of  which  we 
have  no  explanation,  iuduced  subsequently  a  revocation  of  this 
order ;  the  officers  were  permitted  to  remain  as  before,  at  large 
iipoQ  parole,  experiencing  every  indulgence  and  civility  oonsistent 
with  their  security. 
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We  miist  interrupt  our  narrative  of  the  Biege  of  Boston  to  give 
an  accouut  of  events  in  otlier  qnartera,  requiring  the  superintend- 
ing care  of  Washington  as  commancier-in-chief.  Letters  from 
General  Schuyler,  received  in  the  course  of  July,  had  awakened 
apprehensions  of  danger  from  the  interior.  The  Johnsons  were 
said  to  be  stirring  up  the  Indians  in  the  western  parts  of  New 
York  to  hostility,  and  preparing  to  join  the  British  forces  in 
Canada;  so  that,  while  the  patriots  were  battling  for  their  rights 
along  the  seaboard,  thejwere  menaced  by  a  powerful  combination 
in  rear.     To  place  this  matter  in  a  proper  light,  we  will  give  a 
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brief  tstateinent  of  occurrences  in  tlie  upper  pai't  of  Kcw  Tort, 
aud  on  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  since  the  exploita  of  Ethan  Allen 
aad  Benedict  Arnold,  at  Ticonderoga  and  on  Lake  Champlain. 

Great  rivalry,  as  has  already  been  noted,  had  arisen  between 
these  doughty  leaders.  Both  had  sent  off  expresses  to  the  provin- 
cial authorities,  ^ving  an  account  of  their  recent  triumphs. 
Allen  claimed  command  at  Ticonderoga,  on  the  authority  of  the 
committee  from  the  Connecticut  Assembly,  which  had  originated 
the  enterprise.  Arnold  claimed  it  on  tie  strengtli  of  his  instruc- 
tions from  the  Massachusetts  committee  of  safety.  He  bore  a 
commission,  too,  given  him  by  that  committee ;  whereas  Allen 
had  no  other  commission  than  that  ^ven  him  before  the  war  by 
the  committees  in  the  Hampshire  Grants,  to  command  their  Green 
Mountain  Boys  gainst  the  encroachments  of  New  York. 

"  Colonel  Allen,"  said  Arnold,  "  is  a  proper  man  to  head  his 
own  wild  people,  but  entirely  nnaoquainted  with  military  sei-vice, 
and  as  I  am  the  only  person  who  has  been  legally  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  this  place,  I  am  determined  to  insist  on  my 
right;  *  •  *  and  shall  keep  it  [the  fort  J  at  every  haaard, 
until  I  have  further  orders."  * 

The  public  bodies  themselves  seemed  perplexed  what  to  do 
with  the  prize,  so  bravely  seized  upon  by  these  bold  men.  Allen 
had  written  to  the  Albany  committee,  for  men  and  provisions,  to 
enable  him  to  maintain  his  conquest.  Tiie  committee  feared  this 
daring  enterprise  might  involve  the  northern  part  of  the  province 
in  the  horrors  of  war  and  desolation,  and  asked  advice  of  the 
New^  York  committee.  The  New  York  committee  did  not  thiak 
themselves  authorized  to  give  an  opinion  upon  a  matter  of  sach 
importance,  and  refen'ed  it  to  the  Continental  Congress. 
^  Amolil  to  Mass.  Coioin.  of  Safety.    Am.  Arcli.  ii.  557. 
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The  Masaacliusetta  committoc  of  safety,  to  whom.  Arnold  had 
written,  referred  tiie  affair  to  the  Maasachusetts  Provincial  Con- 
gress. That  hodj,  as  the  enterprise  Lad  hegua  in  Connecticut, 
wrote  to  its  General  Assembly  to  take  the  whole  matter  under 
their  care  aud  direction,  until  the  advice  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress could  be  had. 

The  Continental  Congress  at  length  legitimated  the  exploit, 
and,  as  it  were,  accepted  the  captured  fortress.  As  it  was 
situated  withia  New  York,  the  custody  of  it  was  committed  to 
that  proTince,  aided  if  necessary  by  the  New  England  colonies, 
on  whom  it  was  authorized  to  call  for  military  assistance. 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York  forthwith  invited  the 
"  Governor  and  Company  of  the  English  colony  of  Connecticut" 
to  place  part  of  their  forces  in  these  captured  posts,  until  relieved 
by  New  York  troops;  and  Trumbull,  the  Governor  of  Connecti- 
cut, soon  gave  notice  that  one  thousand  men  under  Colonel  Hin- 
man,  were  on  the  point  of  marching,  for  the  reinforcement  of 
Tioonderoga  a  d  C    wi   1  o  nt 

It  had  I  een  t!  e    d  a    t  the  T   nt  n  ntal  (    ngr        to  1 1 
those  posts  d    n  ntlel  ani  the       non  and    t  les    en  oved  to  the 
south  end  of  Lake  f  e    j,e  whe  e     st  ong  poat  was  to  b    esta) 
lished.     But  !    th  Allen     nl  A  noil  es  lamed  -iga    at  buch  a, 
measure ;    va     t  n^    an  1  w  tl       a  tl  p    n  i  or    ii        f  th    e 

forts. 

Both  Alien  ani  A  n  Id  ve  e  a  it  ou^  of  tu  tl  er  bur  I 
Both  were  j.  sous  to  1  ad  an  esped  t  on  nto  (.an  dj.  J.nd 
Ticonderoga  n  1  Crown  Po  nt  ti  ul !  open  the  way  to  t  Th 
Key  is  ours,"  writes  Allen  to  the  New  York  Congress  "  If  tho 
colonies  would  suddenly  push  an  army  of  two  or  three  thonsaud 
men  into  Canada,  they  might  make  an  easy  conquest  of  all  that 
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w  uld  ojp       them    n  the  csten         j        o  Q    b      es  ept 

ii  c  nfo  oe  nent  t  om  England  shoul  I  p  event  t  &u  h  t  1  ver 
s  on  Tou!d  we  ken  (jage  ■uil  ins  e  ns  C  nada  I  w  sh  to  God 
Amer  ca  woul  1  at  this  r  t  cvl  jnnctu  e  exe  t  herself  aE^reeably 
to  the  md  ^,0  ty  off  red  h  r  I  y  a  tyrann  elm  mat  y  She  m  ght 
■ie   o     eagle      w  ni,     inl   mnunt  ip  to  glorv    freed   n    and 

mmo  tjl   houo       i  sh     d  d   lut   know  ^nl   exert   he     st  ent^h 
r  me    s  now  hove   ng  her  he^d       \.    at  cont  nent  mu  t 

n  w  s  nl    to     Ivy    joyc  tv    1   t  0      nd  1  ondage  e  to 

n    n  1  orable  f re  «d  n       um  use  Vi  ealth     nesy  ess  He  t  !     ty 

nd  mmo  tai  fame 

I  w  II  ]  y  my  bfe  on  t  th  t  w  th  fifteen  bund  el  n  en  nd 
a  proper  train  of  artillery,  I  will  take  Montreal.  Provided  I 
ciiuld  be  thus  furnished,  and  if  an  army  could  command  the  field, 
it  would  be  no  insuperable  difficulty  to  take  Quebec." 

A  letter  to  the  same  purport,  and  with  the  same  rhetorical 
flourish,  on  which  be  appeared  to  value  himself,  was  written  by 
Allen  to  Trumbull  the  G-o(ernor  ff  Connecticut.  Arnold  urged 
the  same  piojeot  but  m  Lss  magniloquent  language,  upon  the 
attentionr f  tlie  Continental  Congrea  His  letter  was  dated  from 
Clown  Point  where  1  c  ha  1  a  little  nquadron,  composed  of  the 
sloop  capture  1  at  St  John  a  scl  0  ner  anl  a  flotilla  of  bateaux. 
All  these  he  had  eqiipjed  irmed  manned,  and  officered;  and 
bis  crews  were  devoted  to  hini  Ta  his  letter  to  the  Continen- 
tal CoBeress  le  j,ave  inform ition  contermng  Canada,  collected 
through  spies  and  i^ents  Carletnn  he  «aid  bid  t  ixh  Ired 
cfiectivc  men  un  ler  him  The  Oin^dnns  ai  d  I  d  w  dis- 
affected to  the  But  sh  Government  and  Mo  t  1  wis  dy  to 
throw  open  itt  gates  to  j.  j.  itriot  lojee  Tw  th  usa  d  m  n  he 
waa  certain  would  be  sufficieat  to  get  po^eas         t  th    p         ce. 
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"  I  beg  leave  to  Jicld,"  says  ho,  "  that  if  no  person  appears 
who  will  undertake  to  carry  the  plan  into  execution,  I  will  under- 
take, and,  with  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  answer  for  the  success,  pro- 
vided I  am  supplied  with  men,  &c.,  to  carry  it  into  execution 
without  loss  of  time." 

In  a  postcript  of  his  letter,  lie  specifies  t!io  forces  requisite  for 
his  suggested  invasion.  "In  order  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
different  colonies,  I  propose  that  Colonel  Hinmau's  regiment, 
now  on  their  march  from  Connecticut  to  Ticonderoga,  should  form 
part  of  the  army ;  say  one  thousand  men ;  five  hundred  men  to 
be  sent  from  New  York,  five  hundred  of  Genera!  Arnold's  regi- 
ment, including  the  seamen  and  marines  on  board  the  vessels  (no 
Green  Mountain  Boys)." 

Within  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  Colonei  Iliu- 
man  with  the  Connecticut  troops  arrived.  The  greater  part  of 
the  Green  Mountain  Boys  now  returned  home,  their  term  of  en- 
listment having  expired.  Ethan  Allen  and  his  brother  in  arms, 
Seth  Warner,  repaired  to  Congi-ess  to  get  pay  for  their  men,  and 
authority  to  raise  a  new  regiment.  They  were  received  with  dis- 
tinguished lionor  by  that  body.  The  same  pay  was  awarded  to 
the  men  who  had  served  under  them  as  that  allowed  to  the  conti- 
nental troops;  and  it  was  recommended  to  the  New  York  Conven- 
tion that,  shonld  it  meet  the  approbation  of  General  Schuyler,  a 
fresh  corps  of  Green  Mountain  Boys  about  to  be  raised,  should 
he  employed  in  the  army  under  such  officers  as  they  (the  Green 
Mountain  Boys)  should  choose. 

To  the  New  York  Convention,  Allen  and  Warner  now  re- 
paired. There  was  a  difficulty  about  admitting  them  to  the  hall 
of  Assembly,  for  their  attainder  of  outlawry  had  not  boon  re- 
pealed.     Patriotism,  however,  pleaded  in  their  behalf.      They 


,v  Google 


1"S'J        ARNOLD    AND    THE    COMMITTEE   OF    INQtFIBT,  37 

obtained  an  audience.  A  regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Bojs,  five 
bundred  strong,  was  decreed,  and  General  Schuyler  notified  tlie 
people  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  of  the  resolve,  and  re- 
quested them  to  raise  tiie  regiment. 

Thus  prosperously  went  the  affairs  of  Ethan  Alien  and  Seth 
Warner.  As  to  Arnold,  difficulties  instantly  took  place  between 
him  and  Colonel  Hinman.  Arnold  refused  to  gire  up  to  him  the 
command  of  either  post,  claiming  on  the  strength  of  his  instruc- 
tions from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Massachusetts,  a  right  to 
the  command  of  all  the  posts  and  fortresses  at  the  south  end  of 
Lake  Champlain  and  Lake  George.  This  threw  every  thing  into 
confusion.  Colonel  Hinman  was  himself  perplesed  in  this  con- 
flict of  various  authorities;  being,  as  it  were,  but  a  iQcum  ienens 
for  the  province  of  New  York. 

Arnold  was  at  Crown  Point,  acting  as  commander  of  the 
fort  and  admiral  of  the  fleet;  and  having  about  a  hundred  and 
flfty  resolute  men  under  him,  was  expecting  with  confidence  to 
ha  authorized  to  lead  an  expedition  into  Canada. 

At  this  juncture  arrived  a  committee  of  three  members  of  the 
Congress  of  MassaehusettP,  sent  by  that  body  to  inquire  into  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  executed  his  instructions ;  complaints 
having  been  mj,do   of  his  arrogant   and  undue 


Arnold  was  thunderstruck  at  being  auhjected  to  inquiry,  when 
ho  had  expected  an  ovation.  He  requested  a  sight  of  the  commit- 
tee's instructions.  The  sight  of  them  only  increased  his  indigna- 
tion. They  were  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  executed  his  commission;  with  his  spirit,  capacity,  and  con- 
duct. Should  they  think  proper,  they  might  order  him  to  retura 
to  MaBsachusetta,  to  render  account  of  the  moneys,  ammunition 
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aad  stores  lie  liad  received,  and  tht  debts  1  c  li  1 1  toutiactel  on 
behalf  of  the  eolony.  While  at  TiemieroEfa  Lt  md  hiH  men 
were  to  be  tmder  oommaad  of  the  principal  ufficei  fiom  Conaeo 

Arnold  was  furious.  He  swore  he  would  be  scoond  in  com- 
mand to  no  one,  disbanded  his  men,  and  throw  itp  his  commission. 
Quite  a  scene  ensued.  His  men  became  turbulent;  some  refused 
to  serve  under  any  other  leader;  others  clamored  for  their  pay, 
which  was  in  arrears.  Part  joined  Arnold  on  board  of  the 
vessels  which  were  drawn  out  iato  the  laie;  and  among  other 
ebullitions  of  passion,  there  was  a  threat  of  sailing  for  St.  Johns. 

At  length  the  storm  was  allayed  by  the  interference  of  several 
of  the  officers,  and  the  assurances  of  the  committee  that  every 
man  shonld  bo  paid.  A  part  of  them  enlisted  under  Colonel 
Eaaton,  and  Arnold  set  off  for  Cambridge  to  settle  his  accounts 
with  the  committee  of  safety. 

The  project  of  an  invasion  of  Canada,  urged  by  Allen  and 
Arnold,  had  at  first  met  with  no  favor,  the  Continental  Congress 
having  formally 'resolved  to  make  no  hostile  attempts  upon  that 
province.  Intelligence  subsequently  received,  induced  it  to  change 
its  plans.  Carleton  was  said  to  be  strengthening  the  fortifications 
and  garrison  at  St.  Johns,  and  preparing  to  launch  vessels  on  the 
lake  wherewith  to  regain  command  of  it,  and  retake  the  captured 
posts.  Powerful  reinforcements  were  coming  from  England  and 
ekewhere.  Guy  Johnson  was  boldmg  councils  with  the  fierce 
Cayugas  and  Senecas,  and  stirring  up  the  Six  Nations  to  hostility. 
On  the  other  hand,  Canada  was  full  of  religious  and  political  dis- 
sensions. The  late  exploits  of  tho  Americans  on  Late  Cham- 
plain,  had  produced  a  favorable  effect  on  tho  Canadians,  who 
would  flock  to  the  patriot  standard  if  unfurled  among  them  by  an 
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imposing  force.  Now  was  the  time  to  strike  a  blow  to  paraljze 
all  hostility  from  this  c[uartor;  now,  while  Oarlctoii's  regular 
force  was  weak,  and  laefore  the  arrival  of  additional  troops.  In- 
fluenced l)j  these  considerations,  Congreas  now  determined  to  ex- 
tend the  revolution  into  Canada,  but  it  was  an  enterprise  too  im- 
portant to  h3  entrusted  to  any  hut  discreet  hands.  General 
Schuyler,  then  in  New  York,  was  accordingly  ordered,  on  the  27th 
June,  to  proceed  to  Tieonderoga,  and  "  should  he  find  it  practi- 
cable, and  not  disagreeable  to  the  Canadians,  immediately  to  take 
possession  of  8t  Johns  and  Montreal,  and  pursue  such  other  mea- 
gurea  iu  Canada  an  might  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  peace 
and  security  of  these  provinces." 

It  beho       1  Ge        1  =!  h  ly     t    b  the  alert,  lest  the  en- 

tei-prise  sho  Id  b  t  h  d  f    m  Ii     h     d       Ethau  Alkn  and 

Seth  Warn      w  t  B       m  t  fe  the  Green  Mountains. 

Enlistment    w       j,  >  t  t        1  w  f      Allen's  impatience, 

who  had  hi     Id  ha  k  f         i     t         f  -ay.     In  a  letter  to 

Governor  Trumbull  (July  12th),  he  writes,  "  Were  it  not  that  the 
grand  Continental  Congress  had  totally  incorporated  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys  into  a  battalion  under  certain  regulations  and 
command,  I  would  forthwith  advance  them  into  Canada  and  invest 
Montreal,  exclusive  of  any  help  from  ihe  colonies  ;  ttough  tinder 
present  eironmstancea  I  would  not,  for  my  right  arm,  act  without 
or  contrary  to  order.  If  my  fond  zeal  for  reducing  ihe  King's 
fortresses  and  destroying  or  imprisoning  his  troops  in  Canada, 
be  ihe  result  of  enthusiasm,  I  hope  and  espect  the  wisdom  of  the 
Continent  will  treat  it  as  such ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  pro- 
ceed from  sound  policy,  that  the  plaa  will  be  adopted."  * 

Schuyler  arrived  at  TIcondevoga  on  the  18th  of  July.  A 
"  Force's  Am.  ArcWvea,  ii.  1649. 
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letter  to  Washington,  to  ivlijm  commandi-i  m  chibf  liG  midt 
constant  reports,  gives  a  striking  pittuie  of  a  tiontiLi  po  t  in 
those  crude  days  of  the  Re\  olution 

"  You  will  expect  that  I  should  &aj  simethmg  ihoat  this  place 
aud  the  troops  here.  Not  one  earthly  thing  for  offeaco  or  defence 
has  been  done ;  t?ie  commanding  officer  Jias  no  orders  ;  he  only 
came  to  reinforce  the  garrison,  and  he  expected  the  general 
About  ten  last  night  I  arrived  at  the  landing-place,  at  the  north 
end  of  Lake  George  ;  a  post  occupied  by  a  captain  and  one  hun- 
dred raen.  A  sentinel,  on  being  informed  that  I  was  in  the  boat, 
quitted  his  post  to  go  and  awaken  the  guard,  consisting  of  three 
men,  in  which  he  had  no  success.  I  walked  up  aud  came  to 
another,  a  sergeant's  guard.  Here  the  sentinel  challenged,  but 
suffered  mo  to  come  up  to  him;  the  whole  guard,  like  the  first, 
in  the  soundest  sleep.  With  a  penknife  only  I  could  have  cut  off 
both  guards,  and  then  have  set  fire  to  the  block  house,  destroyed 
the  stores,  and  starved  the  people  liere.  At  this  post  I  had 
pointedly  recommended  vigilance  and  care,  as  all  the  stores  from 
Lake  George  must  necessarily  be  landed  here.  But  I  hope  to  get 
the  better  of  this  inattention.  The  ofGcors  and  men  are  all  good- 
looking  people,  and  decent  in  their  deportment,  and  I  really  be- 
lieve will  make  good  soldiers  as  soon  as  I  can  get  the  better  of 
this  nonchalance  of  theirs.  Bravery,  I  believe,  they  are  far  from, 
wanting." 

Colonel  Hiuman,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  in  temporary 
command  at  Ticonderoga,  if  that  could  be  called  a  command 
where  none  seemed  to  obey.  The  garrison  was  about  twelve  ban- 
dred  strong :  the  greater  part  Conneotieut  men  brought  by  him- 
self ;  some  were  New  York  troops,  and  some  few  Green  Mountain 
Boys.     Schuyler,  on  taking  oommaad,  despatched  a  confidential 
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agent  into  Cansida,  Major  Jota  Brown,  au  American,  who  resided 
on  tLe  Sorel  Eiver,  and  was  popular  among  tlie  Canadians.  He 
was  to  collect  information  ae  to  the  British  forces  and  fortifica- 
tions, and  to  ascertain  how  an  Inraeion  and  an  a.ttact  ou  St. 
Johns  would  be  considered  hy  the  people  of  the  province  :  in  the 
moan  time,  Schuyler  sot  diligently  to  work  to  build  boats  and 
prepare  for  the  enterprise,  should  it  ultimately  be  ordered  by 
Congress, 

Schuyler  was  an  authoritative  man,  and  inherited  from  his 
Dutch  ancestry  a  great  love  of  order ;  he  was  excoasively  annoyed, 
therefore,  by  the  confusion  and  negligence  prevalent  aroand  him, 
and  the  difEoulties  and  delays  thereby  occasioned.  He  chafed  in 
spirit  at  the  disregard  of  discipline  among  his  yeoman  soldiery, 
and  their  opposition  to  all  system  and  regularity.  This  was  espe- 
cially tho  case  with  the  troops  from  Connecticut,  officered  gener- 
aUy  by  their  own  neighbors  and  familiar  companions,  and  unwill- 
ing to  acknowlodgo  the  authority  of  a  commander  from  a  different 
proyicee.  He  poured  out  his  complaints  in  a  friendly  letter  to 
Washington ;  the  latter  consoled  him  by  stating  his  own  troubles 
and  grievances  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  the  spirit  with 
which  ha  coped  with  them.  "  From  my  own  experience,"  writes 
he  (July  28),  "  I  can  easily  judge  of  your  difficulties  in  introduc- 
ing order  and  discipline  into  troops,  who  have,  from  their  infancy, 
imbibed  ideas  of  the  most  contrary  kind.  It  would  be  fiir  beyond 
the  compass  of  a  letter,  for  me  to  describe  the  situation  of  things 
here  [at  Cambridge],  on  my  arrival.  Perhaps  you  will  only  be  able 
to  judge  of  it,  from  my  assuring  you,  that  mine  must  be  a  por- 
trait at  full  lengtli  of  what  you  have  had  in  miniature.  Confu- 
sion and  discord  reigned  ia  every  department,  which,  in  a  little 
time,  must  have  ended  either  in  the  separation  of  the  army,  or 
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fatal  contests  with  ono  another.  The  tetter  genius  of  America 
has  prevailed,  and  most  happily,  the  ministerial  troops  have  not 
availed  themselves  of  tlteao  advantages,  till,  I  trust,  the  opportunity 
is  in  a  great  measure  passed  over.  *  *  *  ^e  mend  every 
day,  and,  I  flatter  myself,  that  in  a  little  time  we  shall  work  up 
these  raw  materials  into  a  good  manafaeture.  I  must  recommend 
to  you,  what  I  endeavor  to  practise  myself,  patience  and  perse- 
verance." 

Schuyler  took  the  friendly  admonition  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  given.  "I  can  easily  conceive,"  writes  Lo  {Aug.  6th),  that 
my  difficulties  are  only  a  faint  scmWanco  of  yours.  Yes,  my  gen- 
eral, I  will  strive  to  copy  your  bright  exaanple,  and  patiently  and 
steadily  persevere  in  that  line  which  only  can  promise  the 
wiahed-for  reformation." 

He  had  calculated  on  being  joined  by  this  time  by  the  regi- 
ment of  Green  Mountain  Boys  which  Kthan  Allen  and  Setb 
Warner  had  undertaken  to  raise  iu  the  New  Ilanipshiro  Grants 
TJnfoitunately,  a  quarrel  had  arisen  between  those  brothers  in 
arms,  which  filled  the  Green  Mountains  with  discord  and  party 
feuds.  The  election  of  ofEcere  took  place  on  the  27th  of  July. 
It  was  made  by  cummittees  from  the  different  townships.  Ethan 
Allen  was  entirely  passed  by,  and  fleth  Warner  nominated  as 
Lieut  en  ant- colonel  of  the  regiment.  Alleu  was  thunderstruck 
at  finding  himself  thus  suddenly  dismounted.  His  patriotism 
and  love  of  adventure,  however,  were  not  cjuelled  :  and  ho  forth- 
with repaired  to  the  army  at  Ticimderoga  to  offer  himself  as  a 
volunteer. 

Hchuyler,  at  first,  hesitated  to  aecept  his  services.  He  -wai 
aware  of  hia  aspiring  notions,  and  feared  there  would  be  a  difficul- 
ty in  keeping  bim  within  due  boTmds,  but  was  at  length  persua- 


,v  Google 


'TJ5.J  KTHAN    ALLEN.  43 

ded  by  hia  ofiioers  to  rutaia  lilm,  to  act  as  a,  pioneer  on  the  Caua- 
dian  frontier. 

In  a  letter  from  eamp,  Allen  gave  Governor  Trumljull  an  ac- 
count of  tlie  downfall  of  Ms  toweriog  hopes.  "  Notwithstaudmg 
my  zeal  and  auceess  in  my  country's  cause,  the  old  iarmera  on  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants,  who  do  not  incline  to  go  to  war,  have 
met  in  a  committee  meeting,  and  in  their  nomination  of  officers  for 
-  the  regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  have  wholly  omitted  me." 

His  letter  has  a  consolatory  postscript.  "I  find  myself  in  the 
favor  of  the  officers  of  the  army  and  the  young  Green  Mountain 
Boys.  Huw  the  old  men  came  to  reject  me  I  cannot  conceive, 
inasmuch  as  I  eaved  them  from  the  encroachmenffl  of  New 
York  '"* — The  old  men  prohalily  doubted  his  discretion. 

Schuyler  was  on  the  alert  with  respect  to  the  expedition 
againtit  Canada.  From  his  agent  Major  Brown,  and  from  other 
sources,  he  had  learnt  that  there  were  but  about  seven  hundred 
king's  troops  in  that  province ;  three  hundred  of  them  at  St. 
Johns,  about  fifty  at  (Juebec,  the  lemalnder  at  Montreal,  Cham- 
blee,  and  the  upper  posts.  Colonel  Guy  Johnson  was  at  Mon- 
treal with  three  hundred  men,  mostly  his  tenants,  and  with  a, 
number  of  Indians.  Two  batteries  had  been  finished  at  St. 
Johns,  mounting  nine  guns  each  :  other  works  were  intrenched 
and  picketed.  Two  largo  row  galleys  were  on  the  stocks,  and 
would  soon  be  finished.  Now  was  the  time,  according  to  his 
informants,  to  carry  Canada.  It  might  be  done  with  great  case 
and  little  cost.  The  Canadians  were  disafiectcd  to  Britihli  rule, 
and  would  join  the  Americans,  and  so  would  many  of  the  In- 


id,"  writes  he  to  Washington,  "  to  move  against 
«  Am.  AroMves,  iih  Series,  iii.  17. 
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tlie  enemy,  unless  youi-  Excellency  and  Congress  Eiould  direct 
otheriviso.  In  the  coui'se  of  a  few  days  I  expect  to  receive  the 
ultimate  detcnniaation.  Whatever  it  may  be,  I  shall  try  to  exe- 
cute it  in  such  a  manner  aa  will  promote  the  just  cause  in  which 


While  awaiting  orders  on  this  head  he  lepaired  to  Alban;j 
to  hold  a  conferLEce  ind  negctiatt  i  tieaty  with  th  Caun^hnawa 
f,a8  and  the  wai  lois  of  the  Sis  Nations  whom  it,  one  tt  tlie 
(.ommiasioncia  of  Indian  afiaii''  ho  hid  invited  to  meet  htm  it 
that  ]  lacL  General  Fidiard  Montj^omery  w*ts  to  remiia  in  com 
maad  at  Ticondeiogi  diirm^  his  absence  and  to  urge  forward 
the  military  pi  ppaiatitn''  As  the  pubiequei  t  f  itunc  of  this 
gallant  officer  are  mseparibly  connected  with  the  Cinadian  cam 
paign  and  have  tndeaied  his  mme  to  Americans,  we  pause  to 
jjiTo  a  few  particuliTS  concemmg  him 

Geneial  Kiclurd  Montgomtiy  w  &  of  ■*  g  1  timilyin  the 
MOith  ot  Ireland  \vhere  he  ■wis  bom  in  17*'6  He  entered  the 
aimy  when  ibout  eighteen  yeari  of  age  reived  in  Ameiica  m 
the  Fiench  ivii  won  a  lieutenancy  hy  gallant  conduct  at  Louis- 
bur^  followed  General  Amheist  to  Lake  Champltin  and  aft<.i 
the  conquest  of  Canada  was  piomoted  to  i  captaincy  for  his  sei 
■vices  m  fne  West  Indie" 

After  the  peace  of  Versailles  he  resided  in  England ;  hut, 
about  three  years  before  the  breahing  out  of  the  Revolution,  he 
Bold  out  his  commission  in  the  army  and  emigrated  to  New  York. 
Here  he  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Judge  Robert  E.  Liv- 
ingston, of  the  Clermont  branch  of  tliat  family;  and  took  up  his 
residence  on  an  estate  which  ho  had  purchased  in  Dutchess 
County  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson. 

Being  known  to  bo  in  favor  of  the  popular  cause,  he  was 
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drawn  reluctantly  from  his  rural  abode,  to  represent  his  county 
in  the  first  convention  of  the  province ;  and  on  the  recent  organ- 
ization of  the  army,  his  military  reputation  gained  him  the  un- 
sought commission  of  Brigadier-general  "It  is  an  event," 
writes  he  to  a  friecd,  "  which  must  put  an  end  for  a  while,  per- 
haps for  ever,  to  the  quiet  scheme  of  life  I  had  prescribed  for 
myself;  for,  though  entirely  unexpected  and  undeaired  by  me, 
the  will  of  an  oppressed  people,  compelled  to  choose  between 
liberty  and  slavery,  must  be  obeyed." 

At  the  time  of  receiving  bis  commission,  Montgomery  was 
about  tbirty-nine  yews  of  age,  and  the  beau  ideal  of  a  soldier. 
His  form  was  well  proportioned  and  vigorous ;  his  countenance 
ospi-essive  and  prepossessing;  be  was  cool  and  discriminating  in 
oouncil,  energetic  and  fearless  in  action.  His  principles  command- 
ed the  respect  of  friends  and  foes,  and  he  was  noted  for  winning 
the  affecticBis  of  the  soldieiv 

While  these  things  wei-c  occurring  at  Tiu)nderoga  several  In 
dian  chiefs  made  their  appearance  m  the  camp  at  Cambridge 
They  came  in  savage  state  and  costume  as  irabassadors  from 
their  respective  tribes,  to  have  a  talk  about  the  impendmg  inva. 
sion  of  Canada.  One  was  chief  of  the  Caughnawaga  tnbe, 
whose  residence  was  on  the  banks  of  the  St  Lawience  six  miles 
above  Montreal.  Others  were  from  St,  Francis,  about  forty-five 
leagues  above  Quebec,  and  were  of  a  warlike  tribe,  from  which 
hostilities  bad  been  especially  apprehended. 

Washington,  accustomed  to  deal  with  the  red  warriors  of  tho 
wilderness,  received  them  with  great  ceremonial.  They  dined  at 
head-quarters  among  his  officers,  and  it  is  observed  that  to  some 
of  the  latter  they  might  have  served  as  models ;  suoli  was  their 
grave  dignity  and  decori.im. 
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A  council  0re  was  ll  1 1      Tt         h.  I. 

of  their  trihes,  to  taL.      i  th    1   t  h  t  f     th 
the  latter  invade  C      d        XI       fi  i 

gress  had  publicly  re    1    d  t         k      tl  lu 
the  Indian  nations,  i    1       tt    m       t       1 
offensive  alliance  with  th  m.      Th      h    f 
declared  that  Govern     C    i  t      h  d      1 
to  take  up  the  hatch  t  t  tl     A 

onr  ancestors  gave  th  t      t    y  11  I  h  11  'c 

would  not  have  you  I    t    j    1  Ij  T  ^1     I     b  t  li  to 

afford  yon  our  asaistjm 

WashiDgtoQ  wish  d  t    b         t        t  th  1    t   f  tl        c- 

my  befoie  he  gave  a  reply  to  theae  Indian  oiertnie^  He  wr  te 
by  expre=i  theicfon,  to  General  Schuj lei  requesting  him  to  as- 
certain the  intentions  of  the  Briti',h  governor  with  lespect  fo  the 
native  tr  bpt 

By  the  Bimo  cspie'*-)  he  Lommuni cited  a  plan  which  had  oc- 
cupied his  tbouijhts  f  1  several  days  \s  the  tontemjlited 
moreiaent  of  Schu^lci  would  pi obiWy  cause  all  the  B  itish  foice 
in  Canida  to  le  concent r  i ted  la  the  neigh!  orhoc d  of  Montreal 
and  St  Johns  he  pioposed  to  =end  oft  an  expedition  ot  ten  or 
twehe  hmdiod  men  to  pcnctiate  to  Q  i  1  ee  ly  tbo  way  of  the 
Kennebec  Hiver.  "If  you  are  resolved  to  proceed,"  writes  he  to 
Schuyler,  "  which  I  gather  from  your  last  letter  is  your  intention, 
it  would  make  a  diversion  that  would  distract  Carleton,  He  must 
either  break  up,  and  follow  this  party  to  Quebec,  by  which  ho 
would  leave  you  a  free  passage,  or  he  must  suffer  that  important 
place  to  fall  into  other  hands  ;  an  event  that  would  have  a  deci- 
sive effect  and  infiucncc  on  the  public  interest.  »  «  *  * 
The  few  whMn  I  have  consulted  on  the  project  approve  it  much, 
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but  tlio  final  determmation  is  deferred  until  T  hear  from  joii. 
Not  a  niomeiit's  time  is  to  Le  lost  in  tlie  preparations  for  this  en- 
terprise, if  the  advices  from  you  favor  it.  With  the  utmost  ex- 
pedition the  season  will  be  considerably  advanced,  so  that  you 
will  dismiss  the  express  as  soon  as  possible." 

The  espress  found  Sehtiyler  in  Albany,  where  he  had  been 
attending  the  conference  with  the  Six  Nations.  He  had  just  re- 
ceived intelligence  which  convinced  him  of  the  propriety  of  an 
expedition  into  Canada ;  had  sent  word  to  General  Montgomery 
to  get  every  thing  ready  for  it,  and  was  on  the  point  of  departing 
for  Ticonderoga  to  carry  it  into  effect.  In  reply  to  Washing- 
ton, he  declared  his  conviction,  from  various  accounts  which  he 
had  received,  that  Carleton  and  his  agents  were  exciting  the  In- 
dian tribes  to  hostility.  "  I  should,  Ihercferc,  not  hesitate  one 
moment,"  adds  he,  "  to  employ  any  savages  that  might  be  willing 
to  join  us." 

He  expressed  himself  delighted  with  Washington's  project  of 
sending  off  an  expedition  to  Quebec,  regretting  only  that  it  had 
not  been  thought  of  earlier.  "  Should  the  detachment  from  your 
body  penetrate  into  Canada,"  added  he,  "  and  we  meet  with  suc- 
cess, Canada  must  inevitably  fall  into  our  hands." 

Having  sent  off  these  despatches,  Schuyler,  hastened  back  to 
Ticonderoga.  Before  he  reached  there,  Montgomery  had  received 
intelligence  that  Carleton  had  completed  his  armed  vessels  at  St. 
Johns,  and  was  about  to  send  them  into  Lake  Ohamplain  by  the 
Sorel  Eiver.  No  time,  therefore,  was  to  be  lost  in  getting  pos- 
session of  the  Isle  aux  Noix,  which  commanded  the  entrance  to 
that  river,  Montgomery  hastened,  therefore,  to  embark  with 
about  a  thousand  men,  which  were  as  many  as  the  boats  now 
ready  could  hold,  taling  with  him  two  pieces  of  artillery;  with 
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this  force  he  set  off  down  the  lake.  A  letter  to  General  Schuyler 
explained  the  cause  of  hia  sudden  departure,  and  entreated  tiia 
to  follow  on.  in  a  whale-boat,  leaving  the  residue  of  the  artillei-y 
to  eomo  on  as  soon  as  convejanees  could  be  procured. 

Schuyler  arrived  at  Tieonderoga  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of 
August,  but  too  ill  of  a  bilious  fever  to  push  on  in  a  whale- 
boat,  lie  caused,  however,  a  bed  to  be  prepared  for  hirn  in  a 
covered  bateau,  and,  ill  as  he  was,  continued  forward  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  On  the  4th  of  September  he  overtook  Montgomery 
at  the  Isle  la  Motte,  where  he  had  been  detained  by  contrary 
weather,  and,  assuming  command  of  the  little  army,  kept  on  the 
Hame  day  to  the  Isle  aus  Noix,  about  twelve  miles  south  of  St. 
Johns — where  for  the  present  we  shall  leave  him,  and  return  to 
the  head-quarters  of  tie  commander-in-chief. 
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'The  siege  of  Boston  hacl  l>een  kept  up  for  eeveriJ  weeks  without 
any  remarkable  occurrence.  The  British  remained  within  their 
lines,  diligently  streugthening  them ;  the  besiegers  having  received 
further  supplies  of  ammnnition,  were  growing  impatient  of  a, 
state  of  inactivity.  Towards  tho  latter  part  of  August  there 
were  rumors  from  Boston,  that  the  eaemy  were  preparing  for  a 
sortie.  "Washington  was  resolved  to  provoke  it  by  a  kind  of  chal- 
lenge. He  aooordingly  detached  fourteen  hundred  men  to  seize 
at  night  upon  a  height  within  musket  shot  of  the  enemy's  line  on 
Charlestown  Neck,  presuming  that  the  latter  would  sally  forth  on 
the  following  day  to  dispute  possession  of  it,  and  thus  be  drawn 
into  a  genera!  battle.  The  task  was  executed  with  silence  and 
celerity,  and  by  daybreak  tho  hill  presented  to  the  astonished  foe, 
the  aspect  of  a  fortified  post. 
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The  cliaileiige  was  not  accepted.  Tlie  British  opened  a  lieaTy 
eaanonade  from  Buoker's  Hill,  but  kept  within  their  worka. 
The  AmerieanB,  scant  of  ammunition,  could  only  reply  with  a 
single  nine-pounder;  this,  however,  sank  one  of  the  floating  bat- 
teries which  guarded  the  neck.  They  went  on  to  complete  and 
etrength^n  this  advanced  post,  exposed  to  daily  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  which,  however,  did  but  little  injury.  They  con- 
tiaiied  to  answer  from  time  to  time  with  a  single  gun  ;  resei-ving 
their  ammunition  for  a  general  action,  "  We  are  just  in  the 
fiituation  of  a  man  with  little  money  in  his  pocket,"  writes  Sacre- 
tary  Beed ;  "  he  will  do  twenty  mean  things  to  prevent  his  break- 
ing in  upon  his  littlo  stock,  "We  axe  obliged  to  bear  with  the 
rascals  on  Bunker's  Hill,  when  a  few  shot  now  and  then  in  return, 
would  keep  our  men  attentive  to  their  business  and  give  the 
enemy  alarms."  " 

The  evident  unwillingnosa  of  the  latter  to  come  forth  waa 
perplexing,  "Unless  the  ministerial  troops  in  Boston  aro  wait- 
ing for  reinforcements,"  writes  Washington,  "  I  cannot  devise 
what  they  are  staying  there  for,  nor  why,  as  they  affect  to  despise 
the  Americans,  they  do  not  come  forth  and  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
test at  once," 

Perhaps  they  persuaded  themselves  that  his  army,  composed 
of  crnde,  half-disciplined  levies  from  different  and  distant  quar- 
ters, would  graduallj  fall  asunder  and  dispers'?,  or  that  its  means 
of  subsistence  would  be  exhaiwtcd.  He  had  his  own  fears  on  the 
subject,  and  looked  forwai'd  with  doubt  and  anxiety  to  a  winter's 
campaign ;  the  heavy  expense  that  would  be  incurred  in  providing 
barracks,  fuel  and  warm  clothing;  the  diffiealty  there  would  be 
of  keeping  together,  through  tho  rigorous  scuson,  troops  unaccua- 

•  Life  of  lieed,  voL  i.  119, 
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toiDud  to  military  Iiardships,  and  none  of  who  e  term      f    nl   t 
meat  extended  beyond  the  1st  of  January    the  rappl  es  of  luniu 
nitioa,  too,  that  would  be  required  foi  p  ot  a  ted  ope  it  one    tl 
etocic  of  powder  on  hand,  notwithstand  n^  the  most  eirelul  m 
bandry,  being  fearfully  sinalL     Revolvmg  thefe  c   cunibta  e  s  n 
lis  mind,  he  rode  tbouglitfully  about  the-     ommana  ng  po  nts 
the  vicinity  of  Boston,  considering  how  h    might  stnLe  i  dee  b  t 
blow  that  would  put  an  end  to  the  m  t  muring  mact     ty  ot  the 
army,  and  relieve  the  country  from  the  consum  n^  ex{  ense  of 
maintaming  it.     The  result  was,  a  lette    to  the  majo    lud  hr  yi 
dier-generala,  summoning  them  to  a  co  incil  of  war  to  be  hel  i  at 
the  distance  of  three  days,  and  ^ving  them  previous  uit  mat  on 
of  its  purpose.     It  was  to  know  whethe      u  the  r  j  dement  a 
Buoceasful  attack  might  not  be  made     [  a  tlietio  ps  at  B  stou 
by  means  of  boats,  in  co-operation  with  an  attempt  upon  the 
lines  at  Eosbury.     "  The  sucoess  of  s    li  an  enteip     e       dda  he 
"  depends,  I  well  know,  upon  the  Allw   e  D  sposer  of  events  and 
it  is  not  within  the  reach  of  human  wisdom  to  foretell  the  issue , 
but  if  the  prospect  is  fair,  the  undertaking  is  justifiable." 

He  proceeded  to  state  the  considerations  already  cited,  which 
appeared  to  justify  it.  The  council  having  thus  had  time  foi 
previous  deliberation,  met  on  the  11th  of  September.  It  was 
composed  of  Major-generals  Ward,  Lee,  and  Putnam,  and  Briga- 
dier-generals Thomas,  Heath,  Sullivan,  Spencer,  and  Greene. 
They  unanimously  pronounced  the  suggested  attempt  inexpedi- 
ent, at  least  for  the  present. 

It  certainly  ^vas  bold  and  hazardous,  yet  it  seems  to  have 
taten  strong  hold  on  the  mind  of  the  commander-in- chief,  usually 
so  cautious,  "  I  cannot  say,"  writes  he  to  tlie  President  of  Con- 
gress, "  that  I  have  wholly  laid  it  aside ;  but  new  events  may  oc- 
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casioa  new  measures.  Of  t-hig  I  hope  tlio  Konorable  Congress  can 
need  no  aasuranoe,  tliat  there  is  not  a  man  in  America  wlio  more 
earnestly  wishes  such  a  termination  of  the  campaign,  as  to  make 
the  army  no  longer  necessary." 

In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  evident  the  enemy  did  not  intend 
to  come  out,  but  were  only  strengthening  their  defences  and  pre- 
paring for  wiuter,  Washington  was  enabled  to  tnrn  liis  attention 
to  the  expedition  to  be  sent  into  Canada  by  the  way  of  the 
Kennebec  River. 

A  detachment  of  about  eleven  hundred  men,  chosen  for  the 
purpose,  was  soon  encamped  on  Cambridge  Common.  There 
were  ten  companies  of  New  England  infantry,  some  of  them  from 
G-eneral  Greene's  Rtode  Island  regiments ;  three  rifle  companies 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  one  of  them  Captain  Daniel 
Morgan's  famous  company ;  and  a  number  of  volunteers ;  among 
whom  was  Aaron  Burr,  then  but  twenty  years  of  age,  and  just 
commencing   liis   varied,    brilliant,   but  ultimately   unfortunate 

The  proposed  expedition  was  wild  and  perilous,  and  ret^ulrod 
a  hardy,  skilful  and  intrepid  leader.  Such  a  one  was  at  hand. 
Benedict  Arnold  was  at  Cambridge,  occupied  in  settling  his 
acconnts  with  the  Massachupetta  committee  of  safety.  These 
were  nearly  adjusted.  Whatever  faults  may  have  been  found 
witU  his  condnct  in  some  particulars,  Lis  exploits  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  bad  atoned  for  them;  for  valor  in  time  of  war,  covers  ;i 
mnltitude  of  sins.  It  was  thought  too,  by  some,  that  he  had 
been  treated  harshly,  and  there  was  a  dispoMtion  to  soothe  his 
irritated  pride.  Washington  Lad  given  him  an  honorable  recep- 
tion at  head-quarters,  and  now  considered  him  the  very  man  for 
the  present  enterprise.     He  bad  shown  aptness  for  militarj 
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serviee,  whether  on  land  or  watci'.  He  was  acquainted,  too,  witl 
Canada,  and  espccialiy  with  Quebec,  having,  in  the  course  of  hia 
checkered  life,  traded  m  horses  hotwten  tiit  place  dud  the  West 
Indies.  With  these  tonsideiations  he  intmhted  him  with  the 
command  of  the  expedition  gn  mg  hmi  the  (.onimiabion  of  hou- 
tenant-colonil  in  the  contini,ntaI  army 

As  he  would  he  mtru'^ted  with  diiigerous  powtr*!,  Waaliii  gton, 
beaide  a  general  letter  of  instructions,  addressed  a  special  OEe  to 
him  individually,  full  of  cautious  and  considerate  advice.  "Upon 
your  conduct  and  courage,  and  that  of  tlie  ofHeera  aad  soldiers 
detailed  on  this  expedition,  not  only  the  success  of  the  present 
enterprise,  and  your  own  honor,  hut  the  safety  and  welfere  of  the 
whole  continent,  may  depend.  I  charge  you,  therefore,  and  the 
offieers  and  Boldiera  Under  your  command,  as  you  value  your  own 
safety  and  honor,  and  the  favor  and  esteem  of  your  country,  that 
you  consider  yourselves  as  marching,  not  through  the  country  of 
an  enemy,  but  of  our  friends  and  brethren ;  for  such  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada  and  the  Indian  nations  have  approved 
themselves,  in  this  unhappy  contest  between  Great  Britain  and 
America;  and  that  you  check  by  every  motive  of  duty  and  fear 
of  punishment  every  attempt  to  plunder  or  insult  the  inhabitaata 
of  Canada.  Should  any  American  soldier  ho  so  base  and  infar 
mous  as  to  injtiie  any  Canadian  or  Indiaa  in  his  person  or  prop- 
erty, I  do  moat  earnestly  enjoin  you  to  bring  him  to  'nich  severe 
and  exemplary  punishment  as  the  enormity  of  the  crime  may  re- 
quire. Should  it  extend  to  death  itself,  it  will  not  be  dispropor- 
tioned  to  its  guilt  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  cause.  •  •  »  • 
I  also  give  in  charge  to  you,  to  avoid  all  disrespect  to  the  religion 
of  tho  country  and  its  ceremonies,  *  *  While  we  are  con- 
tending for  our  own  liberty,  we  should  be  very  cautious  not  to 
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violate  the  rights  of  conscience  in  otliers,  ever  considering  tliat 
God  alone  is  tbe  judge  of  the  hearts  of  men,  and  to  him  only,  in 
thia  case,  are  thej  answerable." 

In  the  general  letter  of  instmetions,  Washington  inserted  the 
following  clause.  "  If  Lord  Chatham's  son  should  be  in  Canada, 
and  in  any  way  fall  into  your  power,  you  are  enjoined  to  treat 
him  with  all  possible  deference  and  respect.  Tou  cannot  err  in 
paying  too  much  honor  to  the  son  of  so  illustrious  a  character  and 
so  ti-ue  a  friend  to  America." 

Arnold  was,  moreover,  furnished  with  handbills  for  distribu- 
tion in  Canada,  setting  forth  the  friendly  objects  of  the  present 
expedition,  as  well  as  of  tha.t  under  General  Schuyler;  and  call- 
ing on  the  Canadians  to  furnish  necessaries  and  accommodations 
ofoveiyMnd;  for  which  they  were  assured  ample  ecmpensation. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  Arnold  struck  his  tents,  and  set 
out  In  high  spirits.  More  fortunate  than  his  rival,  Ethan  Allen, 
he  had  attained  the  object  of  his  ambition,  the  command  of  an 
expedition  into  Canada;  and  trusted  in  the  capture  of  Quebec,  to 
eclipse  even  the  surprise  of  Ticonderoga. 

Washington  enjoined  upon  him  to  push  forward,  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  succor  depending  upon  celerity ;  and  counted  the  days  as 
they  elapsed  after  his  departure,  impatient  to  receive  tidings  of 
his  progress  up  the  Kennebec,  and  expecting  that  the  expedition 
would  reach  Quebec  about  the  middle  of  October.  In  the  inte- 
rim came  letters  from  General  Schuyler,  giving  particulars  of  tho 
main  expedition. 

In  a  preceding  chapter  we  left  the  general  and  his  little 
army  at  the  Isle  aux  Noix,  near  the  Sorel  River,  the  outlet  of 
the  lake.  Thence,  on  the  6tli  of  September,  he  sent  Colonel 
Ethan   Allen  and   Major   Browa    to   reconnoitre    the   country 


,v  Google 


l^^"']  BOHUTLBK    ON    THi*!    SOBBL,  55 

between  that  river  and  tho  St,  Lawrence,  to  distribute  friendly 
addresses  among  the  people  and  asoertain  their  feelinge.  Thia 
done,  and  having  landed  his  haggage  and  provisions,  the  general 
proceeded  along  the  Sorel  Eiyer  the  next  day  with  Ma  hoats, 
until  within  two  miles  of  St.  Johns,  when  a  eannoaade  was 
opened  from  the  fort.  Keeping  on  for  half  a  mile  further,  he 
landed  hia  troops  in  a  deep,  close  swamp,  where  they  had  a  sharp 
skirmish  with  an  ambuscade  of  tories  and  Indiana,  whom  tliey  boat 
oiF  with  some  loss  on  both  aides,  Kight  coming  on,  they  cast  up 
a  small  intrcnchmcct,  and  encamped,  disturbed  ooeasionally  by 
sheila  from  the  fort,  which,  however,  did  no  other  miachief  than 
slightly  wounding  a  lieutenant. 

In  the  niglit  the  camp  was  visited  secretly  by  a  person,  who 
informed  General  Schuyler  of  the  state  of  the  fort.  The  works 
were  completed,  and  furnislied  with  camion.  A  vessel  pierced 
for  sixteen  guns  was  launched,  and  would  ho  ready  to  sail  in 
three  or  four  daju  It  was  not  probable  that  any  Canadians 
would  join  the  army,  being  disposed  to  remain  neutrah  This 
intelligence  being  discussed  in  a  council  of  war  in  the  morning, 
it  was  determined  that  they  tad  neither  men  nor  artillery  sufS- 
cient  to  undertake  a  siege.  They  returned,  therefore,  to  the  Isle 
aux  Hoix,  cast  up  fortifications,  and  threw  a  boom  across  the 
channel  of  tho  river  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels into  tho  lake,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  artillery  and  rein- 
forcements from  Tieonderoga, 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  the  expected  reinforcements  ar- 
rived, and  with  them  a  small  train  of  artillery,  Ethan.  Allen 
also  returned  from  hie  reconnoitring  expedition,  of  which  ho  made 
a  most  encouraging  report.  The  Canadian  captains  of  militia 
were  ready,  he  said,  to  join  the  AmericauB,  whenever  they  should 
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oppeiir  with,  euffieient  force.  He  tad  Held  talks,  too,  witli  tie  In- 
dians, and  found  tlicm  well  dispoeed.  In  a  word,  he  was  convinced 
that  an  attack  on  St.  Johns,  and  an  inroad  into  the  province, 
would  meet  with  hearty  co-operation. 

Preparations  were  now  made  for  the  investment  of  St.  Johns 
by  land  and  water.  Major  Brown,  who  had  already  acted  as  a 
Bcout,  was  sent  with  ono  hundred  Americans,  and  about  thirty 
Canadians  towards  Chamhlee,  to  make  frieDds  In  that  quarter, 
and  to  join  the  army  as  soon  as  it  should  arrive  at  St.  Johns. 

To  quiet  the  restless  activity  of  Ethan  Allen,  who  had  no 
command  in  the  army,  he  was  sent  with  an  escort  of  thirty  men 
to  retrace  his  steps,  penetrate  to  La  Prairie,  and  heat  up  for  re- 
cruits amon    the  j   oj  le  whom  ho  had  r  ccntlj  v  a  ted 

For  some  t  mc  j  ast  C  eral  S  huyler  had  heon  st  g^l  n 
with  a  compi  at  o  ot  malal  s  h  t  exert  ng  himself  to  the 
utmost  in  the  hirass  n^^  ]  UBUiess  ot  the  e  m[  st  II  ho^  mg  to  ha 
able  to  move  w  th  the  i  my  AVhen  eve  y  th  ng  wa  nearly 
ready,  he  w  la  attacke  1  m  the  n  ght  1  y  i  severe  ac  ess  of  h  s  d 
order,  which  ntmel  h  m  ti  1  Id  and  compelled  h  m  to 
render  the  condn  t  of  the  exped  on  to  Gene  al  "Mont^  moiy 
Since  he  coull  be  of  no  furth  r  u.  th  r  fore  n  th  s  |ua  tei  he 
caused  his  hel  as  before  to  I  e  j.lac  d  on  1  oard  a  overol  bateau 
and  set  ofi  for  T  onde  o^a  to  hasten  f  rw  rd  r  into  a  nta 
and  supplies  An  hour  after  h  s  lep  lure  he  met  C  lonel  Suth 
"Warner,  w  th  one  hnndied  and  seventy  C  een  BI  unta  n  Boy 
steering  for  the  camp,  "being  the  first,"  adds  he,  "  that  have  ap- 
peared of  that  boasted  corps."  Some  had  mutinied  and  d^erted 
the  colonel,  and  the  remainder  were  at  Crown  Point;  whence 
they  were  about  to  embark. 

Such  was  the  purport   of    different   letters  received   from 
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S  1  uylei  tie  last  bear  n^  date  Sej-fcember  20th  Wishintton 
wau  detply  ooceroed  wliei  informed  tL^t  he  h  d  iiittel  the 
army  suppo  m^  that  Gencial  Woofttr  at  the  elcie  t  brigadier 
would  take  1  auk  and  corDDiiiid  of  Montgjmerv,  aad  considering 
him  defi  lent  m  thi,  aetwity  and  energy  required  by  the  di&cult 
{91  lee  m  wliiub  1  e  was  engird  I  am,  tberef  re  writes  he 
to  Scln>lei  mich  lai  led  foi  \ii  jld  who^o  expedition  was 
bu  It  n.].  n  youig  and  who  will  mtallibly  pi-ii  h  if  the  iii¥a  on 
aad  entiy  int  Ca  ada  a  c  ibandoned  by  yom  w  ccB%or  I  hope 
by  this  time  thi,  i  enetiation  into  Canada  by  your  iimy  la  t&ect 
cd  tut  if  it  IS  not  and  there  ire  any  mtentiona  to  Ky  it  as  de 
I  be^,  it  maj  1  e  done  in  uch  a  manner  thit  Am  Id  may  be 
saved  lyfjHmghim  n  t  ce  and  m  tho  mean  time  y  ui  amy 
may  keep  suoh  ajeiianoes  is  tj  fix  Cirleton  and  to  jie^tnt  the 
force  of  Canada  being  tu  ned  whjlly  opjn  Arnold 

"Should  this  find  you  at  Albany,  and  General  Woogter  about 
taking  the  eommand,  I  entreat  yon  to  impress  him  strongly  with 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  prooeediug,  or  so  to  conduct, 
that  Arnold  may  hare  time  to  retreat." 

What  caused  this  immediate  solicitude  about  Arnold,  was  a  let- 
tor  received  from  him,  dated  ten  days  previously  from  Fort  'West- 
em,  on  tho  Kennebec  Kiver.  He  had  sent  reconnoitring  parties 
ahead  in  light  canoes,  to  gain  intelligence  from  the  Indians,  aud 
take  the  courses  and  distances  to  Dead  Eiver,  a  branch  of  the 
Kennebec,  and  he  was  now  forwarding  his  troops  in  bateaux  in 
five  divisions,  one  day's  march  apart ;  Morgan  with  his  riflemen 
in  the  first  division.  Lieutenant- colonel  Roger  Bnos  commanding 
the  last.  As  soon  as  the  last  dii'ision  should  be  under  way,  Ar- 
nold waft  to  set  off  in  a  light  skiff  to  overtake  the  advance. 
Obaudiero  Pond  on  the  Chaudiere  "River,  was  the  appointed 
VOL.  n.— 3* 
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tth  tyis  l|^dg,lhll  dmy       1 

ID  th       my  wh  t  my     m  fi;       tli     C     t       t  1  C  &s 

m  k       t       d    h  11       t     tt  mpt  t    di  [    t     th        mm     d  w  th 
Q        dIMtgmytStJh  'W      hllg  fuith 

partieidai'S  concerning  this  expedition  against  St.  Johns,  towards 
which  Washington  was  turning  so  aosious  an  eye. 

On  the  leth  of  September,  the  day  after  Schnyler'a  depart- 
ure for  Tioonderoga,  Montgomery  proceeded  to  carry  out  the 
plans  whioh  had  been  concerted  between  them.     Landing  on  the 
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17th  at  tho  place  where  they  had  formerly  encamped,  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  the  fort,  Le  detached  a  force  of  five  hundred  men, 
aniong  whom  were  three  hnodred  Green  Mountain  Boys  under 
Colonel  Soth  Warner,  to  take  a  position  at  the  junction,  of  two 
roads  leading  to  Montreal  and  Chamblee,  so  as  to  intercept  relief 
from  those  points.  lie  now  proceeded  to  invest  St,  Johns.  A. 
battery  was  erected  on  a  poittt  of  land  eoramanding  the  fort, 
the  ship  yards  and  the  armed  schooner.  Another  was  thrown  up 
in  the  woods  on  the  east  sido  of  the  fort,  at  six  hundred  yards 
distance,  and  furnished  with  two  small  mortara.  All  this  was 
done  under  an  incessant  fire  from  the  enemy,  which,  as  yet,  was 
hut  feebly  returned. 

St.  Johns  had  a  garrisen  of  five  or  sis  hundred  regulars  and 
two  hundred  Canadian  militia.  Its  commander.  Major  Preston, 
made  a  brave  resistance.  Montgomery  had  not  proper  battering 
cannon;  his  mortars  were  defective ;  his  artUlerists  unpractised, 
and  the  engineer  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  his  art.  The 
siege  went  on  slowly,  until  the  arrival  of  an  artillery  company 
under  Captain  Lamb,  espedited  from  Saratoga  by  G-eneral 
Schuyler.  Lamb,  who  was  an  able  officer,  immediately  bedded  a 
thirteeE-inoh  mortar,  and  commenced  a  fire  of  shot  and  shells 
upon  the  fort.  The  distance,  however,  was  too  great,  and  the 
positions  of  the  batteries  were  il!  chosen. 

A  flourishing  letter  was  reeoived  by  the  general  from  Colonel 
Ethan  Allen,  giving  hope  of  further  reinforcement.  "  I  am 
now,"  writes  he,  "  at  the  Pariah  of  St.  Ours,  four  leagues  from 
Sorel  to  the  south.  I  have  two  hundred  and  fifty  Canadians 
under  arms,  Aa  I  maroh,  they  gather  fast.  Tou  may  rely  on 
it,  that  I  shall  join  you  in  about  three  days,  with  five  hundred  or 
more  Canadian  voluateers      I  could  raise  one  or  two  thousand  in 
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a  week's  time;  but  I  will  first  visit  the  army  with  a  lees  nnmhcr 
and,  if  necessary,  go  again  recruiting.  Tiiose  that  used  to  be 
enemies  to  onr  cause,  come  cap  iu  hand  to  me ;  and  I  swear  by 
the  Lord,  I  can  raise  three  times  the  number  of  our  army  in 
Canada,  provided  yon  continue  the  siege.  *  *  *  The  eyes  oi 
all  America,  nay,  of  Europe,  are  or  will  be  ou  the  economy  of 
this  army  and  the  eonsequencea  attending  it."  * 

Alien  was  actually  on  his  way  toward  St.  Johns,  when,  between 
Longueil  and  La  Prairie,  he  met  Colonel  Brown  with  his  party 
of  Americana  and  Canadians.  A  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween them.  Brown  assured  him  that  the  gatrieou  at  Wontreal 
did  not  exceed  thii-ty  men,  and  might  easily  be  surprised. 
Allen's  partisan  spirit  was  instantly  excited.  Here  was  a 
chanee  for  another  bold  stroke  equal  to  that  at  Ticonderoga.  A 
plan  was  forthwith  agreed  upon.  Allen  was  to  return  to  Lou- 
gueil,  which  is  nearly  opposite  Montreal,  and  cross  the  St  Law- 
rence in  canoes  in  the  night,  so  as  to  land  a  little  below  the  town. 
Brown,  with  two  hundred  men,  was  to  cross  above,  and  Montreal 
was  to  be  att-acked  simultaneously  at  opposite  points. 

All  this  was  arranged  and  put  in  aetion  without  the  consent 
or  knowledge  of  General  Montgomery ;  Alien  was  again  the  par- 
tisan leader,  acting  from  individual  impulse.  His  late  letter 
also  to  G-enerol  Montgomery,  would  seem  to  have  partaken  of 
fanfai-onade ;  for  tie  whole  force  with  which  he  undertook  hie 
part  of  this  inconsiderate  enterprise,  was  thirty  Americans,  and 
eighty  Canadians.  With  these  he  crossed  the  river  on  the  night 
of  the  24th  of  September,  the  few  canoes  found  at  Longiieil  hav- 
ing to  pass  to  and  fro  repeatedly,  before  his  petty  force  could  hi: 
landed.  Guards  were  stationed  on  the  roads  to  prevent  any  oni^ 
*  Am.  Ai'diives,  4th  Series,  iii.  754. 
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passing  and  giving  tlie  alariTi  in  Montreal.  Day  dawced,  but 
tliere  was  no  signal  of  Majov  Brown  liaving  peiformed  his  part 
of  the  scheme.  Tlie  enterprise  seems  to  liave  been  as  ill  concert- 
ed, as  it  was  ill  advised.  The  day  advanoed,  but  still  no  signal; 
it  was  evident  Major  Brown  bad  not  crossed.  Allen  would 
gladly  have  reerossed  the  river,  but  it  was  too  late.  An  alarm 
had  been  given  to  the  town,  and  he  soon  found  himself  encoun- 
tered by  about  forty  regular  soldiers,  and  a  hasty  levy  of  Oai\ar 
dians  and  Indians.  A  smart  action  ensued;  most  of  Allen's  Ca- 
nadian recruits  gave  way  and  fled,  a  number  of  Americans  were 
alain,  and  he  at  length  surrendered  to  the  British  officer,  Major 
Oampbeli,  being  promised  honorable  terms  for  bimeelf  and 
tiirty-eight  of  his  men,  who  remained  with  him,  seven  of  whom 
were  wounded.  The  prisoners  were  marched  into  the  town  and 
delivered  over  to  General  Prescott,  the  commandant.  Their 
rough  appearance,  and  rude  equipments,  were  not  likely  to  gain 
them,  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  military  tactician,  who  doubtless 
considered  them  as  little  better  than  a  band  of  freebooters  on  a 
maraud.  Their  leader,  albeit  a  colonel,  must  have  seemed  wor- 
thy of  the  band ;  for  Allen  was  arrayed  in  rough  frontier  style ; 
a  deer-skin  jacket,  a  vest  and  breeches  of  coarse  serge,  worsted 
stockings,  stout  shoes,  and  a  red  woollen  cap. 

We  give  Allen's  own  account  of  his  reception  by  the  British 
officer.  "  IIo  asked  mc  my  name,  which  I  told  him.  He  then 
asked  me  whether  I  was  that  Colonel  Allen  who  took  Ticonde- 
roga.  I  told  him  I  was  the  very  man.  Then  he  shook  his  cane 
over  my  head,  calling  mo  many  hard  names,  among  which,  he  fre- 
quently used  the  word  rebel,  and  put  liimself  in  a  great  rage."  • 

•  Am.  Avchivos,  in.  800. 
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Ethan  Allen,  according  to  Lis  own  account,  answered  with 
becoming  spirit.  Indeed  he  gives  somewhat  of  a  melodramatic 
Bcene,  which  ended  by  liia  being  sent  on  board  of  the  Gaspee 
schooner  of  war,  beaTiIy  ironed,  to  be  transported  to  England  for 
trial;  Prcseott  giving  him  tlie  parting  assurance,  sealed  with  an 
emphatic  oath,  that  he  would  grace  a  lialter  at  Tjbum, 

Neither  Allen's  courage  nor  his  rhetorical  vein  deserted  him 
on  this  trying  occasion.  Prom  his  place  of  confinement,  he 
indited  tlie  following  epistle  to  tho  general : — 

"  HosoiiAELE  Sir, — Iii  the  wheel  of  transitory  events  I  find 
myself  prisoner,  and  in  irons.  Probably  your  honor  has  certain 
reasons  to  me  inconceivable,  though  I  challenge  an  instance  of 
this  sort  of  economy  of  the  Americans  during  the  late  war  to  any 
ofBccrs  of  the  crown.  On  my  part,  I  have  to  assure  your  honor, 
that  when  I  had  the  command  and  took  Captain  Delaplace  and 
Lieutenant  Eulton,  with  the  garrison  of  Ticonderoga,  I  tjeated 
them  with  every  mark  of  friendship  and  generosity,  the  evidence 
of  which  is  notorious,  even  in  Oanada.  I  have  only  to  add,  that 
I  expect  an  honorable  and  humane  treatment,  as  an  officer  of  my 
rank  and  merit  sliould  have,  and  subscribe  myself  your  honor's 
most  obedient  servant, 

"  EniAN  Allen." 

In  tho  British  publication  from  which  we  cite  the  above,  the    . 
following  note  is  appended  to  the  letter,  probably  on  the  authority 
of  Q-eueral  Prescott:  "N.  E. — The  author  of  the  above  letter  ia 
an  outlaw,  and  a  reward  is  ofiered  by  the  New  York  Assembly  for 
apprehending  him."  * 
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'Eiie  reckless  daali  at  Monti-eal,  was  viewed  with,  ooucern  bj 
the  American  commauder.  "  I  am  apprehensive  of  diaagreeahle 
consequences  arising  from  Mr.  Allen's  imprudenee,"  writes  General 
Schuyler,  "  I  always  dreaded  his  impatienoe  of  subordination, 
and  it  was  not  until  aftei  a  eolemn  jiomise  mad  me  in  the  pro&- 
ence  of  sever^  offioei'^  that  he  woull  demean  himself  witli  pro 
priety,  that  I  wouli  p  rmit  him  to  attend  the  armj  ,  nor  would  I 
have  consented  then,  had  njt  his  fcoliutations  been  backed  by 
several  officers 

The  Guild  ii-t  ot  Allen  w^s  also  "iLVOiely  eenBun,d  by  WaJi 
ington  "  H  s  nusfoit  lue  said  be,  will  I  hoji.  teach  i  le'sou 
of  pnidence  and  ubordination  to  others  mho  may  be  ambitions 
to  outshine  thLii  genera,!  ofiiceii  j,nd  regiidleos  of  oider  and 
duty,  jTish  into  entcipiibi-S  which  have  unfavoiablo  efieetw  tn  the 
public,  and  are  de-itructive  to  themselves 

Partisan  exploit  bad  m  fact  inflated  the  yaoity  and  b  wil 
dered  the  imagmation  ot  Allen  ind  unfitted  hmi  tor  reguLi  \n  it 
fare.  Still  his  name  will  ever  be  a  favorite  one  with  hi?  count)  j 
men.  Even  his  occasional  ihodimontade  will  be  tolerated  with 
a  good-bumoied  smile  bacl  d  as  it  wis  ly  deeds  of  dirin;^ 
courage;  and  among  the  haidy  puneeis  of  oir  Resolution  ^hote 
untutored  valor  ^J.>e  the  iiiat  e<irneats  ot  its  trnimpbB  will  be 
remembered  with  honor  tJ  e  iouf,b  Gieen  Mountain  jiiti&an, 
who  seized  upon  the     Keys  ot  Chamilam 

In  the  letters  of  Scbuylei  which  gave  Wisbington  acconma 
from  time  to  tune,  of  the  pr  ee  1  ng  event's  w  e  s  1  repimngs  at 
his  own  illness  lud  the  n  ult  pi  el  anno^  nee  wl  oh  beset  hi  n 
"  The  vexation  of  spirit  unl  rwh  h  I  iabo  w  tsle,"tlAata 
barbarous  complication  of  d  order  sloull  i  ent  me  from 
reaping  those  laurels  for  whi  h  I  have  unwear  edly  wronglit  since 
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I  waa  boiioreil  with  this  command ;  the  auxietj  I  have 
wnce  my  arrival  here  (at  Ticonderoga);  lest  the  army  should 
starve,  occasioned  by  a  scandalous  want  of  sufcordination  and  in- 
attention to  my  orders,  in  some  of  the  officers  that  I  left  fo  com- 
mand at  the  diffei'cnt  posts;  the  vast  variety  of  disagreeable  and 
vosatioua  incidents  that  almost  every  hour  arise  in  some  depM.'t- 
ment  or  other, — not  only  retard  my  cure,  but  have  put  me  con- 
siderably hack  for  some  days  past.  If  Joh  had  heon  a  general  in 
my  situation,  hie  memory  had  not  been  so  famous  for  patience. 
But  the  glorious  end  we  have  in  view,  and  which  I  have  confident 
hope  will  be  attained,  will  atone  for  all."  Washington  replied  in 
that  spirit  of  friendship  which  eziated  between  them.  "  You  do 
me  justice  in  believing  that  I  feel  the  utmost  anxiety  foi  your 
situation,  that  I  Kympathiae  with  you  m  all  your  di&t  esses  and 
shall  most  heartily  share  in  the  joy  ot  yom  &uc  eis  My  anxiety 
extends  itself  to  poor  Arnold,  whose  fate  depen  la  upon  thi,  issue 
of  your  campaiga.  «  *  *  •  *  The  m  re  I  lefiect  upon 
the  importance  of  your  expedition,  th  ^leatoi  is  my  c  nctiu  Ic  t 
it  should  sink  ander  insuperable  di&culti  s  I  1  ok  upon  the 
inter^ta  and  salvation  of  our  bleeding  c  untiy  m  a  gieat  de|,ioo 
as  depending  upon  your  success." 

Shortly  after  writing  the  above,  and  while  ho  was  still  full  of 
solicitude  about  the  fate  of  Arnold,  he  received  a  despatch  from 
the  latter,  dated  October  13th,  from  the  great  portage  or  carry- 
ing-place between  the  Kennebec  and  Dead  Biver. 

'Tour  Eseelleney,"  writes  Arnold,  "may  possibly  think  wo 
have  been  tardy  in  our  march,  ai  we  have  gained  so  little;  bnt 
when  you  Consider  tlie  badness  and  weight  of  tic  bateaux,  and 
large  quantities  of  provisions,  &a.,  we  have  been  obliged  to  force 
up  against  a  very  rapid  stream,  where  you  would  have  taken  the 
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men  for  amphibioua  auimalB,  aa  they  were  a  groat  part  of  the 
time  under  water :  add  to  this  the  great  feitigue  in  the  portage, 
you  will  tliink  I  have  puslied  the  men  aa  fast  as  they  could  possi- 
bly bear." 

The  toils  of  the  espedition  tip  the  Kennebec  Eiver  had 
indeed  been  excessive.  Part  of  the  men  of  each  division  managed 
the  boats — part  marched  along  the  banks.  Tbose  on  toatd  had 
to  labor  again  t  swift  omrenti  t  unload  at  lapids  ti\naport 
the  caigocs  Jiid  oometimes  the  boats  thcmBelves  foi  some  dis 
tinee  on  then  ihonldera  and  then  to  reUal  Thej  wen,  day3  m 
nj,]i.m£,  ther  way  lonnd  'itupcncfoa^  cataracts  several  timta 
their  boats  were  up'^et  and  filled  with  watei  to  the  loss  or 
damage  ot  arms  ammunition  and  pr  visions 

Those  on  land  iiad  ti  beramble  ovei  rocks  and  jreci[  ice  to 
sfruegle  through  swamps  aad  fenny  slieims  oi  cat  then  way 
throTigli  tingled  ihi  ket  which  reduced  their  clothes  to  ra^s 
With  all  their  efforts  thpir  jroE^css  wis  but  from  foui  to  ten 
miles  a  d*iv  At  night  the  men  of  each  division  encamped 
together 

By  the  time  th  y  irrivod  at  the  phce  whence  the  letter  was 
wiittPi  tat  c'ue  swamp  feveis  ind  deseiti  n  had  reduce!  tbcir 
numbers  ti  abunt  nine  hundiel  and  fifty  effective  men  Arnold, 
howevei,  write  m  good  heait.  The  last  division,  oaid  he,  is 
just  arrived ;  tbree  divisions  are  over  the  first  carrying-place,  and 
as  the  men  are  in  higt  spirits,  I  make  no  doubt  of  reaching  the 
river  Chaudiere  in  eight  or  ten  days,  the  greatest  dif&culty  being, 
I  hope,  already  pas^" 

He  had  some  days  previously  despatched  an  Indian,  whom  he 
considered  trusty,  with  a  letter  for  General  Schuyler,  apprising  him 
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of  his  whereabouts,  but  as  yet  had  received  no  intelligence  either 
of,  or  from  tho  geoera),  nor  did  he  expect  to  receive  any  until  he 
should  reach  Ohaudiere  Pond.  There  he  calculated  to  meet  the 
return  of  his  express,  and  then  to  determine  his  plan  of  opera- 
tions. 
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While  the  two  expeditions  were  threatening  Canada  from  differ- 
ent quarters,  tlie  wa,v  was  going  on  along  tte  seaboard.  The  Brit- 
ish in  Boston,  cut  off  from  supplies  by  land,  fitted  out  small  armed 
vessels  to  seek  tliem  along  the  coast  of  New  Knglaad.  The  in- 
hahitanta  drove  their  cattle  into  the  interior,  or  boldly  resisted 
the  aggressors.  Parties  landing  to  forage  wore  often  repulsed  by 
hasty  levies  of  the  yeomanry.  Scenes  of  ravage  and  violence  oe- 
eurred.  Stonington  was  cannonaded,  and  further  measures  of 
vengeance  were  threatened  hj  Captain  Wallace  of  the  Bose  man- 
of-war,  a  naval  officer,  who  had  acquired  aa  almost  piratical  repu- 
tation along  the  coast,  and  had  his  rendezvous  in  the  harbor  of 
Newport  i  domineering  over  the  waters  of  Khode  Island,* 

Abottt  this  time  there  was  an  occurrence,  which  caused  great 

•  G017.  TnimbnJl  fo  WaBhiQgton.     Sparks'  Cotresp.  of  the  Edv.,  i.  27. 
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excitement  in  tlio  armies,  A  woman,  comiag  from  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  applied  to  a  Mr.  Wainwood  of  Newport,  Ehode 
Island,  to  aid  her  in  gaining  access  to  Captain  Wallace,  or  Mr, 
.Dudley,  the  collector.  Wtunwood,  who  was  a  patriot,  drew  from 
her  the  object  of  her  errand.  She  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from 
some  one  in  camp,  directed  to  Major  Kane  in  Boston ;  hot  which 
she  was  to  deliver  either  to  the  captain  or  the  collector.  Suspect- 
ing soraething  wrong,  he  prevailed  upon  her  to  leave  it  witt  him 
for  delivery.  After  her  departure  he  opened  the  letter.  It  was 
written  in  cipher,  which  he  could  not  read.  He  took  it  to  Mr. 
Henry  Ward,  secretary  of  the  colony.  The  latter,  apprehending 
it  might  contain  treasonable  information  to  the  enemy,  transmit- 
ted it  to  General  Greene,  who  laid  it  before  Washington. 

A  letter  in  cipher,  to  a  person  in  Boston  hostile  to  the  oausci, 
and  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Wallace  the  nau- 
tical marauder  I — there  evidently  was  treason  in  the  eamp ;  but 
how  was  the  traitor  to  be  detected  ?  The  first  step  was  to  secure 
the  woman,  the  bearer  of  the  letter,  who  had  returned  to  Cam- 
bridge. Tradition  gives  us  a  graphic  scene  connected  with  her 
arrest.  Washington  was  in  his  chamber  at  head-quarters,  when 
he  beheld  from  his  window,  G-eneral  Putnam  approaching  on 
horseback,  with  a  «tout  woman  eii  croupe  behind  him.  He  had 
pounced  upon  the  culpiit  The  gionp  presented  by  the  old  gen- 
eral and  his  prize,  overpowered  even  Washington's  gravity.  It 
was  the  only  occasion  tliioughout  the  whole  campaign,  on  which 
he  was  known  to  laugh  heartily.  He  had  recovered  his  gravity  by 
the  time  the  delinijuent  was  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  broad  stair- 
case in  liead-quarters,  and  a^ured  her  in  a  severe  tone  from  the 
head  of  it,  that,  unless  she  confessed  every  thing  before  the  next 
morning,  a  halter  would  be  in  readiness  for  hei'. 
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So  far  tile  tradition; — Lis  own  letter  to  the  President  of  Con 
grcsa  states  that,  for  a  long  time,  tiia  ■woman  was  proof  againBt 
every  threat  ajd  perauaaion  to  discover  tlie  author,  hut  at  length 
named  Dr.  Benjamin  Chui'oh.  It  seemed  incredible.  He  had 
borue  the  cliaracter  of  a  distinguished  patriot;  he  was  the  author 
of  various  patriotic  writings ;  a  member  of  the  Masaachusetta 
House  of  Representatives;  one  of  the  committee  deputed  to  con- 
duct Washington  to  the  army,  and  at  present  he  discharged  the 
fnnctions  of  surgeon-general  and  director  of  the  hospitals.  That 
anch  a  man  should  be  in  ti'aitorous  correspondence  with  the  en- 
emy, was  a  thunderstroke.  Orders  were  given  to  secure  him  and 
his  papers.  On  his  arrest  he  was  extremely  agitated,  but  acknow- 
ledged the  letter,  and  said  it  would  be  found,  when  deciphered, 
to  contain  nothing  criminal.  His  papers  were  searched,  but 
nothing  of  a  treasonable  nature  discovered.  "  It  appeared,  how- 
ever, on  inquiry,"  says  Washington,  "  that  a  confidant  bad  been 
among  the  papers  before  my  messenger  arrived." 

The  letter  was  deoiptered.  It  gave  a  description  of  the 
army.  The  doctor  made  an  awkward  defence,  protesting  that  ho 
had  given  an  exaggerated  account  of  the  American  force,  for  the 
purpose  of  deterring  the  enemy  fiom  attacking  the  American 
lines  in  their  present  defenaeless  condition  from  the  want  of  pow- 
der. His  explanations  were  not  satisfactory.  The  army  and 
country  were  exceedingly  irritated.  In  a  council  of  wax  he  was 
convicted  of  criminal  correspondence ;  he  was  expelled  from  the 
Maesachusetta  House  of  Kepresentativos,  and  the  Continental  Con- 
gress ultimately  resolved  that  he  should  be  confined  in  some  secure 
jail  in  Connecticut,  without  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  orpapcr;  "and 
that  no  person  be  allowed  to  converse  with  him,  except  in  the  pre- 
sence and  hearing  of  a  magistrate  or  the  sheriff  of  the  county." 
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His  sentence  was  afterwai'ds  mitigated  on  account  of  his  Lcajth, 
and  he  was  permitted  to  leave  the  country.  lie  embarked  for  the 
West  Indies,  and  ia  supposed  to  have  perisied  at  sea. 

What  had  caused  especial  irritation  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Church, 
was  the  kind  of  warfare  already  mentioned,  carried  on  along  the 
coast  hj  British  cruisers,  and  notoriously  by  Captain  Wallace. 
To  check  these  maraudings,  and  to  capture  the  enemy's  trans- 
ports laden  with  supplies,  the  pi-ovinces  of  Massachusetts,  Shode 
Island  and  Connectiont,  fitted  out  two  armed  vessels  each,  at  their 
own  expense,  without  seeking  the  saoiction  or  aid  of  Congress. 
Washington,  also,  on  his  own  responsibility,  ordered  several 
to  be  eijuipped  for  like  purpose,  which  were  to  he  manned  by 
hardy  mariners,  and  commanded  by  able  sea  captains,  actually 
serving  in  the  army.  One  of  these  vessels  was  despatched  as  soon 
as  ready,  to  cruise  between  Cape  Ann  and  Cape  Cod.  Two  others 
were  fitted  out  with  all  haste,  and  sent  to  cruise  in  the  waters  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  to  intercept  two  unai-med  brigantines  which 
Congress  had  been  informed  had  sailed  from  England  for  Quebec, 
with  ammunition  and  military  stores.  Among  the  sturdy  little 
New  England  seaports,  which  had  become  obnoxious  to  punish- 
ment by  resistance  to  nautical  exactions,  was  Falmouth  (now 
Portland),  in  Maine. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  October,  Lieutenant  Mowat, 
of  the  royal  navy,  appeared  before  it  with  several  armed  vessels, 
and  sent  a  letter  on  shore,  apprising  the  inhabitants  that  he  was 
come  to  execute  a  just  punishment  on  them  for  their  "  premedita- 
ted attacks  on  the  legal  prerogatives  of  the  best  of  sovereigns." 
Two  hours  were  given  them,  "  to  remove  the  human  species  out 
of  the  town,"  at  the  period  of  which,  a  red  pendant  hoisted  at 
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tlie  main-topgallaiit  masthead,  and  a  gun,  would  be  the  signal  for 
destruction. 

The  letter  brought  a  deputatioa  of  three  pei-sons  on  hoard. 
The  lieutenant  informed  them  verbally,  that  he  had  orders  from 
Admiral  Graves  to  set  fire  to  all  tho  seaport  towns  between  Bos- 
ton and  Halifax;  and  he  espeoted  New  Yort,  at  the  present  mo- 
inont,  was  in  asKea. 

With  muoh  diffionlty,  and  on  the  surrendering  of  some  arms, 
the  committee  obtained  a  respite  until  nine  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  the  inhabitants  employed  the  interval  in  removing  their 
families  and  effects.  The  next  morning  the  committee  returned 
on  board  before  nine  o'clock.  The  lieutenant  now  offered  to 
spare  the  town  oa  certain  conditions,  which  weie  ittu^el  About 
half  past  nine  o'clock  tho  red  pondant  was  tun  up  tt  the  mift- 
liead,  and  the  signal  gun  fired.  Within  fivt  minutes  seveial 
houses  were  in  flames,  from  a  discharge  of  caica'.ses  and  bomb- 
slmlla,  which  continued  throughout  the  day  I  he  inhibitants, 
"standing  on  the  heights,  were  spectators  of  the  confli^iton 
which  reduced  many  of  them  to  penwy  and  desj,  lu  One  hun 
dred  and  thicty-nme  dwelling  houses,  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  stores,  are  stud  to  have  been  burnt.*  All  the  ves- 
sels in  the  harbor,  likewise,  were  destroyed  or  carried  away  as 
prizes. 

Haviug  satisfied  his  sense  of  justice  with  respect  to  Fal- 
mouth, the  gallant  lieutenant  left  it  a  smoking  niin,  and  made 
sail,  as  was  said,  for  Boston,  to  supply  himself  witli  more  am- 
muiiition,  having  the  intention  to  destroy  Portsmouth  also.f 

The  confiagration  of  Ealmouth  nas  as  a  bale  fire  throughcut 

•  Holmfls's  Anii^ilE,  ii.  220.  t  Letter  of  P.  Jobw. 
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the  eouiitrj.  Lieutenant  Mowat  was  said  to  have  i 
committee  at  that  place,  tbat  orders  Lad  come  from,  England  to 
burn  all  the  seaport  towns  that  would  not  lay  down  and  deliver 
up  their  arms,  and  give  hostages  for  their  good  hehavior.* 

Washington  himself  supposed  such  to  he  the  case.  "  The 
desolation  and  misery,"  writes  lie,  "  which  ministerial  vengeance 
had  planned,  in  contempt  of  eyery  priuoiple  of  humanity,  and  so 
lately  brought  on  the  town  of  Falmouth,  I  know  not  how  suffi- 
ciently to  commiserate,  nor  cau  my  compassion  for  the  general 
snffering  be  conceived  beyond  the  true  measure  of  my  feelings." 

General  Greene,  too,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  expresses  himself 
with  equal  warmth.  "  0,  could  the  Congress  behold  the  distress- 
es and  wretehed  condition  of  the  poor  inhabitants  driven  from 
the  seaport  towns,  it  must,  it  would,  kindle  a  blaze  of  indig- 
nation against  the  commissioned  pirates  and  licensed  robbers 
•  *  *  People  begin  heartily  to  wish  a  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence." t 

General  Sullivan  was  sent  to  Povtsmoutli,  where  there  was  a 
fortification  of  some  strength,  to  give  the  inhabitants  his  advice 
and  assistance  in  waidiug  off  the  menaced  blow.  Newport,  also, 
was  put  on  the  alert,  and  recommended  to  tortify  itself.  "  I  ex- 
pect every  hour,"  writes  Washington,  "  to  hear  that  Newport  has 
shared  the  same  fate  of  unhappy  Falmoufii.":t  Under  the  feeling 
roused  by  these  reports,  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  ex- 
ercising a  sovereign  power,  passed  an  act  for  encouraging  the  fit- 
ting oat  of  armed  vessels  to  defend  the  sea  coMt  of  America, 
and  for  erecting  a  court  to  try  and  oondemii  all  vessels  that 
should  be  found  infesting  the  same.     This  act,  granting  letters 

t  Am.  Archives,  iil.  lU,'^. 
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of  marc[ue  iiud  reprisal,  aiitieipatecl  any  measure  of  the  kind  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Govemmeiit,  and  was  pronounced  by 
Joha  Adams,   "  one  of  the  most  important  documents  in  bis- 

The  British  ministry  have,  in  later  days,  been  exculpated 
from  the  charge  of  issuing  auch  a  desolating  order  as  that  said 
to  have  been  reported  by  Lieutenant  Mowat.  The  orders  under 
which  that  officer  acted,  wo  are  told,  emanated  from  General 
Gage  and  Admiral  Graves.  The  former  intended  merely  the  ao- 
noyauce  and  destruction  of  rebel  shipping,  whether  on  the  coast 
or  ill  tLe  harbors  to  the  eastward  of  Boston;  ttic  burning  of  the 
town  is  surmised  to  have  been  an  additional  thought  of  Admiral 
Graves.     Naval  oiEeers  have  a  passion  for  bombardments. 

Whatever  part  General  Gage  may  have  had  in  this  most  ill- 
advised  and  discreditable  measure,  it  was  the  last  of  his  military 
government,  and  he  did  not  remain  long  enough  in  the  country 
to  see  it  carried  into  effect.  He  sailed  for  England  on  the  lOtli 
of  Ootober.  The  tidings  of  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  had 
withered  his  laurels  as  »  commander.  Still  he  was  not  absolote- 
ly  superseded,  but  called  home,  "  in  order,"  as  it  was  consider- 
ately said,  "  to  give  his  majesty  exact  information  of  every 
thing,  and  suggest  such  matters  as  his  knowledge  and  experience 
of  the  service  might  enable  him  to  furnish."  During  his  ab- 
sence, Major-general  Howe  would  aflt  as  commander-in-chief  of 
the  colonies  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  Major-general  Carleton 
of  the  British  forces  in  Canada  and  on  the  frontiers.  Gage  fully 
expected  to  return  and  resume  the  command.  In  a  letter  wi'it- 
ten  to  the  minister,  Lord  Dartmouth,  the  day  before  sailing,  ho 
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urged  the  arrival,  early  in  the  spriag,  of  rein  forcemeats  which 
Lad  beea  orclered,  antieipatiag  great  liazard  at  the  opening  of 
the  campaign.  In  the  mean  time  he  trusted  that  two  thousand 
troops,  shortly  expected  from  Ireland,  would  enahle  him  "  to  dis- 
tress the  rehels  bj incursions  along  the  coast," — and — "he  hoped 
Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire  would  feel  the  weight  of  his 
majesty's  arms."  "  Poor  G-age,"  writes  Horace  Walpole,  "  is  to 
bo  the  Boape-goat  for  what  was  a  reason  against  employing  him — 
incapacity."     He  never  returned  to  America. 

On  the  15th  of  October  a  conunittee  from  Congress  arrived 
in  camp,  sent  to  hold  a  conference  with  Washington,  and  with 
delegates  from  the  governments  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  on  the  suhject  of  a  new  or- 
ganization of  the  army.  The  committee  consisted  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Thomaa  Lynch  of  Carolina,  and  Colonel  Harrison  of 
Virginia.  It  was  just  twenty  years  since  Washington  had  met 
Franklin  in  Eraddock's  camp,  aiding  that  unwary  general  hy  his 
sagacious  counsels  and  prompt  expedients.  Franklin  was  regarded 
with  especial  deference  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge.  Greene,  who 
had  never  met  with  him  before,  listened  to  him  as  to  an  oracle. 

Washington  was  president  of  the  board  of  conference,  and 
iWr.  Joseph  Reed  secretary.  The  committee  brought  an  intima- 
tion from  Corgi-ess  that  an  attack  upon  Boston  was  much  de- 
sired, if  practicable. 

Wtmhington  called  a  council  of  war  of  his  generals  on  tho 
subject  ;  they  were  unanimously  of  tho  opinion  that  an  attack 
would  not  be  prudent  at  present. 

Another  question  now  arose.  An  attack  upon  the  British 
forces  in  Boston,  whenever  it  shoald  take  place,  might  require  a 
bombardment;  Washington  inquired  of  the  delegates  how  far  it 
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Lt  1      pu  1    d  to  tl  o    le  true   ou    ot   lio    as   j,ii  i   j     pe    j 
n  1   V  CODS  de  ed  t     t[    8t  on  of  to     much    mportince  to  be  de 
led  hy  tl  em  an  I   id   t  must  be    ete  red  to  Cong  e         B  I 
tho  gh  tl    Y  deel  uei  tik  n^^  upon  tl  emselves  the     e  pons  b  1  ty 
th     unjor  ty  of  the  n    ye  c        ooglj  faro     of  it     and  ex 

J.  ^sed  tl-Hui  elv  a  o  wl  the  nat  «  w  s  d  acussed  nfo  mallj 
n  an[.  Two  of  the  omm  ttee  Lyn  I  a  d  Ha  on  a  well  aa 
J  Igo  W  1  s  1  leg-  te  1  om  Co  ne  t  c  t  wl  en  tl  e  pose  ble 
ffe  t  of  a  bomba  dn  eat  we  e  suggest  J  dt  a  d  ne  table  le 
1  ed  that  they  wo  Id  be  w  II  ng  to  s  e  B  ston  n  flan  e  L  e 
1 0  wa  p  esent  ob  erved  tli  t  t  w  s  n  po&a  ble  to  b  n  t  un 
1  ?  they  ent  n  men  w  th  b  nlle  of  st  aw  to  do  t  It  could 
not  be  done  with  carcaases  and  red-bot  shot.  Isle  Koyal,"  he 
added,  "  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  had  been  fired  at  for  a  long 
time  in  1760  with  a  fine  tr'un  of  artillery  hot-shot  and  earcaas- 
wth     f    ff    ( 

Th   1       If        f  was     pe  t  dly  m     as       f     tl 

f        1  Th       J    t   t    t,    1  hb     t  d     d  bj  th 

mttpld  It         fOg  thtDwmy 

t  t       t^  tw    th  d  tw    h     d    d       I  ty  tw    m  d 

f&         siulibfmdtl  ntdasmh        p       tl 

i  th    t       p        t     lly  n  i     t       t  ly  th     t     m  t 

Ilthyw       tob        It!         tob/;/      07     y  It 

f    m  d      1        d     t  whi  h  b      m  g  f    mb 

m    tl  th    ugh    t  th   n 

Washington's  aecretary,  Mr.  Reed,  had,  after  the  close  of  the 
conference,  signified  to  him  his  intention  to  return  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  hts  private  coneeriiH  required  his  presence.     Hia  de- 
*  Life  (if  Dr.  Belknap,  p.  96.    Tlie  doctor  was  present  at  tho  atove-cittd 
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partnre  was  deeply  regretted.  His  fluent  pen  Bad  been  of  great 
assistance  to  Washington  in  tbe  despatch  of  liia  multifarioua  eor- 
respoDdence,  and  his  judicious  counsels  and  cordial  sympathies  had 
been  still  more  appreciated  by  tlie  commander-in-chief,  amid  the 
multiplied  difficulties  of  his  sitaation.  On  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Koed,  his  place  as  secretary  was  temporarily  supplied  by  Mr. 
Robert  Hai-rison  of  Maryland,  and  subseijiientlj  by  Colonel 
Miffliik;  neither,  however,  attained  to  the  affectionate  confidence 
reposed  in  their  predecessor. 

We  shall  have  occasion  to  quote  the  correspondence  kept  up 
between  Washington  and  Keed,  during  the  absence  of  the  latter. 
The  letters  of  the  former  are  peculiarly  interesting,  as  giving 
views  of  what  was  passing,  not  merely  around  him,  hut  in  the  re- 
cesses of  his  own  heart.  No  greater  proof  need  be  given  of  the 
rectitude  of  that  heart,  than  the  clearness  and  iuhiess  with 
which,  in  these  truthful  documenfe,  every  thought  and  t< 
laid  o 
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The  measures  wliicli  General  Howe  had  adopted  after  taking 
command  in  Boston,  rejoiced  tho  royalists,  seeming  to  justify 
their  anticipations.  He  proceeded  to  streiigtken  the  worlcs  on 
Bunker's  Hill  and  Boston  Neck,  and  to  clear  away  houses  and 
throw  np  redoubts  on  eminences  within  the  town.  The  patriot 
inhabitants  were  shocked  by  the  desecration  of  tho  Old  South 
Church,  which  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  had  been  a  favorite 
place  of  worship,  where  some  of  the  most  eminent  disines  had 
officiated.  The  pulpit  and  pews  were  now  removed,  the  floor  was 
covered  with  earth,  and  the  sacred  edifice  was  converted  into  a 
riding-eehool  for  Burgoyne'a  light  dragooaa.  To  oscusc  its  des- 
ecration, it  was  spoken  of  scoffmgly  as  a  "  meeting-hoose,  where 
sedition  had  often  beca  preached." 

The  North  Church,  another  "  meeting-house,"  was  entirely 
demolished  and  used  for  fuel.  "  Thus,"  says  a  chronicler  of  tho 
day,  "  thus  are  our  houses  devoted  to  religious  worship,  profaned 
*nd  destroyed  by  the  subjects  of  his  royal  majesty."  * 

*  Tliaplier's  Militiviy  Jounifil,  p.  60. 
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About  tlio  last  of  October,  Howe  issued  three  proelamatioua. 
Tte  first  forbade  all  persona  to  leave  Boston  without  his  permiii- 
sion  under  pain  of  military  execution ;  the  second  i'orbado  any 
one,  so  permitted,  to  take  with  him  more  than,  five  pounds  ster- 
ling, tmder  paia  of  forfeiting  aJl  the  money  found  upon  his  per- 
son and  being  aubjeot  to  fine  and  imprisonment;  the  third  called 
upon  the  inhabitants  to  arm  themselves  for  the  preservation  of 
order  within  the  town;  they  to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  his 
appointment. 

Washington  had  recently  been  incensed  by  the  oonflagratioQ 
of  Falmouth  ;■  the  conduct  of  Goveraop  Dunmore  who  had  pro- 
claimed martial  law  in  Virginia,  and  threatened  ruin  to  the  patri- 
ots, had  added  to  his  provocation ;  the  measures  of  General 
Howo  seemed  of  the  same  harsh  cLaracter,  and  he  determined 
to  retaliate. 

Would  it  cot  be  prudent,"  writes  he  to  Governor  Trumbnll 
of  Connettitut  to  sebe  those  tories  who  have  been,  are,  and  we 
know  w  11  be  ittivo  against  ua  ?  Why  should  persons  who  are 
preyic^  ujon  the  vitals  of  their  country,  be  suffered  to  stalk  at 
lar^,  nhil'^t  we  know  they  wUl  do  ua  every  misckief  in  their 
power  ?  " 

In  this  spirit  he  ordered  General  Sullivan  wl  o  wis  f  rtfjing 
Portsmouth,  "  to  seiae  upon  such  persons  as  hel  1  ton  n  li  oob  under 
the  crown,  and  were  acting  aa  open  and  avowed  enemies  to  their 
country,  and  hold  them  as  hostages  for  the  security  of  the  towa" 
Still  he  was  moderate  in  his  retaliation,  and  st  ppe  1  fehort  of  pri- 
vate individuals.  "  For  the  present,"  said  he  I  ihall  iioil  giv- 
ing the  like  order  with  regard  to  the  tories  of  Poitsmoith  but 
the  day  is  not  ftir  off  whtn  they  will  meet  with  tl       o     a  woi-se 
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fate,  if  thcro  in  not   s,  considerable  reformatiun    in   their  eon- 

The  season  waa  fast  approaching  when  the  baj  between  the 
camp  and  Boston  would  he  frozen  over,  and  military  operationa 
might  be  conducted  upon  the  ice.  General  Howe,  if  reinforced, 
would  then  very  probably  "  endeaTOr  to  relieve  himself  from  tlio 
disgraceful  confinement  in  which  the  ministerial  troops  had  been 
all  summer."  Washington  felt  the  neoeasity,  therefore,  of  guard- 
ing the  eamps  wherever  they  were  most  assailable ;  and  of  throw- 
ing up  batteries  for  the  purpose.  Ho  had  been  embarrassed 
throughout  the  siege  by  the  want  of  artillery  and  ordnance  stores ; 
hut  never  more  so  than  at  the  present  moment.  In  this  juncture, 
Mr.  Henry  Knox  stepped  forward,  and  offered  to  proceed  to  the 
frontier  forts  on  Ohamplain  in  quest  of  a  supply. 

Knox  was  one  of  those  providential  characters  which  spring 
up  in  emergencies,  as  if  they  were  formed  by  and  for  the  occasion. 
A  thriving  bookseller  in  Boston,  he  had  thrown  up  business  to 
take  up  arms  for  the  liberties  of  his  country.  He  waa  one  of  the 
patriots  who  had  fought  on  Bunker's  Hill,  since  when  he  had 
aided  in  planning  the  defences  of  the  camp  before  Boston.  The 
aptness  and  talent  here  displayed  by  him  as  an  artillerist,  had 
recently  induced  Washington  to  recommend  him.  to  Congress  for 
the  command  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  in  place  of  the  veteran 
Gvidley,  who  was  considered  by  all  the  officers  of  the  camp,  too 
old  for  active  employment.  Congress  had  not  yet  acted  on  that 
recommendation ;  in  the  mean  time  Washington  availed  hmself  of 
the  offered  services  of  Knox  in  the  present  instance.  He  was, 
accordingly,  instructed  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  artillery 


•  Letter  to  Williiiiii  PallrBy.     Spiirka,  ili. 


,v  Google 


80  LIFE    OF    WASHINGTON.  [1775. 

in  camp,  and  take  an  account  of  the  cannon,  mortars,  sliells,  lead 
and  ammunition  that  were  wanting.  He  was  then  to  hasten  to 
New  York,  procure  aiid  forward  all  that  could  be  had  there ;  and 
thence  proceed  to  the  head-quarters  of  (General  Sclmjler,  who  was 
requited  by  letter  to  aid  hun  in  obtaimEig  whufc  further  supplies 
of  the  kind  were  wanting  from  the  forts  at  Tioonderoga,  Grown 
I'oint,  St.  Johns,  and  even  Quebec,  should  it  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Americans.  Knos  set  off  on  his  errand  with  promptne(«  and 
alacrity,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  commission  of  colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  artillery  which  Washington  had  advised,  was  for- 
warded to  him  by  Congress. 

The  re-enlistment  of  troops  actually  in  service  was  now  aU 
tempted,  and  proved  a  fruitful  source  of  perplexity.  In  a  letter 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  Washingtou  observes  that  haJf  of 
tlie  officers  of  the  rank  of  captain  were  inclined  to  retire ;  and  it 
was  probable  their  example  would  influence  their  men.  Of  those 
who  were  disposed  to  remain,  the  officers  of  one  colony  were  uu- 
willing  to  mis;  in  the  same  regiment  with  those  of  another.  Many 
sent  in  their  names,  to  serve  in  espectation  of  promotion;  others 
stood  aloof,  to  see  what  advantages  they  could  make  for  themselves ; 
while  those  who  had  declined  sent  in  their  names  again  to  serve.* 
The  difficulties  were  greater,  if  possible,  with  the  soldiers  than 
with  the  officers.  They  would  not  enlist  imless  they  knew  their 
colonel,  lieutenant- colonel  and  captain;  Connecticut  men  being 
unwilling  to  serve  under  officers  from  Slassachusetts,  and  Maesar 
chusetts  men  under  officers  from  Rhode  Islaud ;  so  that  it  waa  ne- 
cessary to  appoint  the  officers  first. 

Twenty  days  later  he  agaiu  writes  to  the  President  of  Con- 
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gresa:  "lam  onj  to  he  necessitate  1  to  lueiit  u  to  \ou  tL 
egregious  want  of  public  ipint  whieli  prevails  ln-rt,  Iiisteid  it 
pressing  to  be  engaged  m  the  canse  of  then  -ountry  whioh  I 
Taiiily  flatt  red  jUTadf  would  be  tbe  case  I  find  we  are  likely  to 
be  deeei'ted  m  a  infst  Lritii,ii  tmie  >■  *  *  Qui  situation  I'J 
tiTily  alarminfj  md  ot  this  Geueial  Howe  is  well  uprised  Nj 
doubt  wlien  he  i«  leinforeed  be  will  avail  himiclt  of  tbe  mforim 

In  a  lette  t  Ket.d  be  li-ibiidenLl  bis  bcait  moie  con  [Ictcly 
"Such  dearth  of  puHic  sjirit  and  such  want  of  vutue  sucb 
stock-jobbing  and  ttrtility  in  all  the  low  arts  to  obtain  advantage 
of  one  kind  oi  an  tber  m  tins  treat  claange  of  military  ai  range 
meot,  I  never  saw  before  and  I  pr'ij  G-od  mer  y  that  I  may 
never  be  witness  to  again  Wbat  will  be  tbo  end  ot  the  e 
rflanteuvres  i  beyond  my  &can  I  tiemble  at  the  prospeot  We 
have  been  till  this  time  (Nov  28)  enbsting  abcut  three  thousand 
five  hundred  men  To  engage  these  I  ha*  t,  1  ecn  cbliged  to  j,11ow 
furloughs  as  fai  as  fitty  men  to  a  icgnneat,  and  tbe  oihcers  I  am 
persuaded  indulge  many  more.  Tbe  Connecticut  troops  will  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  stay  longer  than  their  term,  saving  those 
who  have  enlisted  for  the  next  campaign,  and  are  mostly  on  fiu'- 
lougb;  and  suob  a  mercenary  spirit  pervades  the  whole,  that  I 
should  not  be  surprised  at  any  disaster  that  may  happen.  *  *  * 
Could  I  have  foreseen  wbat  I  have  experienced  and  am  likely 
to  experience,  no  consideration  upon  eartb  should  have  induced 
me  to  accept  this  command." 

No   one   drew   closer   to   WashiBgton   in   this   time   of  bis 

troubles  and  perplexities  than  Generai  Greene.     He  had  a  real 

venerartiion  for  his  character,  and  thought  himself  "  happy  in  an 

opportunity  to  flsrve  under  so  good  a  general."     He  grieved  at 

VOL.  iL— 4* 
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*   Greene  to  Dop.  Gov.  Wiird.     Am.  Arch,  -itli  Series,  iii.  ll-lo. 
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DESrATCHES  from  Schuyler  dated  October  26th,  gave  Washing- 
ton another  chapter  of  the  Canada  erpedition.  Chambiee,  an 
inferior  fort,  within  five  miles  of  St.  Johns,  had  been  takea  by 
Majors  Brown  and  Livingston  at  the  head  of  fifty  Americans  and 
three  hundred  Oanadians,  A  large  quantity  of  gunpowder  and 
other  military  stores  found  there,  was  a  seasonable  supply  to  the 
army  before  St.  Johns,  and  consoled  General  Montgomeiy  for  his 
disappointment  in  regard  to  the  aid  promised  by  Colonel  Ethan 
Allen.  He  now  pressed  the  siege  of  St.  Johns  with  vigor.  The 
garrison,  cut  off  from  supplies,  were  suffering  from  want  of  pro- 
visions; but  the  brave  commander.  Major  Preston,  still  held  out 
manfully,  hoping  speedy  relief  from  G-cncra!  Carleton,  who  was 
assembling  troops  for  that  purpose  at  Montreal, 

Carleton,  it  ia  true,  had  but  about  one  hundred   regulars 
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B  e  al  1  1  (1  (  ana  1  an  and  u  b  f  In  1  u  i*  th  1  m 
but  1  e  1  ulated  g  <j<itli  oit  the  o  pe  at  on  of  Lol  iiel  Ma  lean 
J  veto  an  S  t  brave  and  b  tterly  loyal  who  1  ad  enl  btui  tl  ree 
hm  dred  ot  li  s  o  nt  ymen  at  Q  bee  and  fo  med  them  nto 
a  re^mant  allel  The  R  >al  Hghhul  Em  j,  ants  Ih  & 
do  gl  ty  H  tjhlander  was  to  land  %  the  mo  th  f  the  So  el 
lee  t  enjt  s  nto  the  St  L  wrence  aud  p  oceel  along  the 
fo  me  r  ve  to  St  Johns  to  j  n  Ca  let  who  wo  Id  repa 
th  the    by  tl  e  wJ.y  of  Longue  1 

In  the  mean  time  Montgomery  received  accounts  from  vanous 
quarters  that  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  and  hie  men,  captured  in  tlie 
ill-advised  attack  upon  Montreal,  were  treated  with  cniel  and  un- 
necessary severity,  being  loaded  vfith  irons;  and  that  even  the 
colonel  himself  was  subjected  to  this  "  Bhoching  indignity." 
Montgomery  addressed  a  letter  to  Carleton  on  the  subject,  strong 
and  decided  in  its  purport,  but  written  in  the  spirit  of  a  courteous 
and  high-minded  gentleman,  and  ending  with  an  espreswon  of 
that  sad  feeling  which  gallant  officers  must  often  have  experienced 
in  this  revolutionary  conflict,  on  being  brought  into  collision  with 
former  brothers  in  ai'ms. 

"  Your  character,  sir,''  writes  he,  "induces  me  to  hope  I  am 
ill  informed.  Nevertheless,  the  duty  I  owe  the  troops  committed 
to  my  charge,  lays  me  under  the  necessity  of  acquainting  your 
Excellency,  that,  if  you  allow  this  conduct  and  persist  in  it,  I 
shall,  though  with  the  most  pninfiil  regret,  eseoute  with  rigor  the 
just  and  necessary  law  of  retaliation  upon  the  gan'ison  of  Cham- 
blee,  now  in  my  possession,  and  upon  all  othera  who  may  here- 
after fall  into  my  hands.  *  *  *  *  I  shall  expect  your 
Excellency's  answer  in  sis  days.  Should  the  bearer  not  return 
in  that  time,  I  must  interpret  your   silence  into  a  declaration 
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of  ii  barbarous  ivar.  I  eannot  pass  this  opportunity  ivit.liout 
lamenting  the  molancholy  and  fatal  necessity,  which  obliges  the 
firmost  friewJa  of  the  constitution  to  oppose  one  of  the  most 
veapeetahlc  officers  of  the  crown." 

While  waiting  for  a  reply,  Montgomery  pressed  the  siege 
of  St.  Johns,  though  thwarted  continually  hy  the  want  of  subor- 
dination and  discipline  among  his  troops;  hasty  levies  from  vari- 
ous colonies,  who,  said  he,  "  carry  the  spirt  of  freedom  into  the 
field,  and  think  for  themselves."  Accustomed  as  he  had  been,  in 
his  former  military  experience,  to  the  implicit  obedience  of  Euro- 
pean troops,  the  insubordination  of  these  yeoman  soldiery  waa 
intolerable  to  him.  "Were  I  not  afraid,"  writes  he,  "the 
example  nould  be  too  generally  followed,  and  that  the  public 
service  might  s  ifier  I  would  not  stay  an  hour  at  the  head  of 
troops  whose  operations  I  camiot  direct.  I  must  say  I  have  no 
liopcf  of  succt^s,  unless  from  the  garrison's  wanting  provisions." 

He  had  idianced  his  lines  and  played  from  his  batteries  on 
two  sides  of  the  fort  for  '*mc  houra,  when  tidings  brought  by  four 
prisoners,  canted  him  to  coaso  bis  fire. 

Ijeuera!  Carlet^n  on  the  31st  of  September,  had  embarked 
his  motley  foice  at  Montreal  m  thirty-four  boats,  to  cross  the  St. 
Lawrence,  land  at  Longueil,  and  push  on  for  St.  Johns,  where,  as 
concerted,  he  was  to  be  jomed  by  Maclean  and  his  Highlanders. 
As  the  boats  approached  the  right  bank  of  the  river  at  Longueil, 
a  terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  was  unexpectedly  opened 
upon  them,  and  threw  them  into  confusion.  It  was  from  Colonel 
Seth  Warner's  detachment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys  and  New 
Yorkers.  Some  of  the  boats  were  disabled,  some  were  driven  on 
shore  on  an  island ;  Carleton  reteated  with  the  rest  to  Moatreal, 
with  some  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.     The  Americans  captured 
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two  Canaiiiaiis  and  two  Indians;  and  it  was  thDso  prisoners  who 
brought  tidings  to  the  camp  of  Carletoa'a  signal  ropulso. 

Aware  that  the  garrison  held  out  merely  in  expectation  of 
the  relief  thus  intercepted,  Montgomery  ceased  his  fire,  and  sent 
a  flag  by  one  of  the  Canadian  prisoners  with  a  letter  informing 
Major  Preston  of  the  event,  and  inviting  a  surrender  to  spare 
the  effusion  of  blood, 

Preston  in  reply  expressed  a  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  report 
brought  by  the  prisoners,  but  offered  to  surrender  if  not  relieved  in 
four  days.  The  condition  was  refased  and  tho  gallant  major  was 
obliged  to  capitulate.  His  garrison  consisted  of  five  hundred 
regulars  and  one  hundred  Canadians;  among  the  latter  were 
several  of  the  provincial  noblesse, 

Montgomery  treated  Preston  and  his  garrison  with  the  cour- 
tesy inspired  by  their  gallant  resistance.  He  had  been  a  Britieh 
officer  himself,  and  his  old  associations  with  the  service,  made  him 
sympathize  with  the  brave  men  whom  the  fortune  of  war  had 
thrown  into  hia  hands.  Perhaps,  their  high-bred  and  aristo- 
cratic tone  contrasted  favorably  ia  his  eyes,  with  the  rough 
demeanor  of  the  crude  swordsmen  with  whom  he  had  recently 
associated,  and  brought  back  the  feelings  of  early  days,  when 
war  with  him  was  a  gay  profession,  not  a  melancholy  duty. 
According  to  capitulation,  the  baggage  of  both  ofScers  and  men 
was  secured  to  them,  and  each  of  the  latter  received  a  new  suit 
of  clothing  from  the  captured  stores.  This  caused  a  murmur 
among  the  American  soldiery,  many  of  whom  were  nearly  naked, 
and  the  beat  but  scantily  provided.  Even  some  of  the  officers 
were  indignant  that  all  the  articles  of  clothing  had  not  been 
treated  as  lawful  spoil.  "  I  would  not  have  sullied  my  own 
reputation,  nor  disgraced  the  Continental  arms  by  such  a  breach 
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f  c  jituKt  m  loi  the  umvirse  "^aid  Montgomei'i  IIiviu 
•^ent  Ills  piisoners  iip  Lake  Cliamplam  to  Ticondeioga  he  pro 
piled  to  proteeJ  immediately  to  Montieal,  requesting  Geneiil 
'^  h  ijle    to  f iiwird  all  the  men  he  ciuld  po&sibly  spiie 

The  royal  HigUand  Emigrants  who  weie  to  Lave  co  operated 
with  General  Cai-lcton  met  witli  no  bottLi  foitune  than  that 
uommander.  Maclean  laadeil  it  the  mouth  ot  the  Sorel  md 
added  to  his  force  hy  lecimtm^'  a  niiml  ei  ot  Canadians  m  iho 
neighborhood,  at  the  pumt  if  the  hayonct  He  wm  n  full 
march  for  St.  Johns  when  ho  was  encountered  hy  Mtjois  Biowu 
and  LiTingston  with  then  paitj  fiOoii  fmm  the  captniL  ot 
Chamhlee,  and  rcinforei,d  bj  a  numher  ot  Gieen  Mountain  Boy« 
These  pie=  d  hui  back  t  thi,  mouth  tf  the  Soiel  wher  1  e-w 
mg  of  the  itpuho  of  Cdileton  and  beinj,  leseitei  Ij  h  s  Cana 
dun  reciuit'i  ho  unbarked  tho  res  due  of  hw  tio  i «  in  1  set  oli 
1  wn  the  St  Li^renee  to  Q  lehec  Thb  Ameiican^  now  took 
1  st  at  the  month  of  the  Sjicl  wheie  thev  ciect  d  hatter  i  so 
I  to  comm  md  the  &t  Lawrence  jnd  j  levent  tl  e  d  scent  of  nj 
rmed  veiaels  fiom  Montreal 

Thu&  closed  another  chajtci  of  tie  imaioii  i  Lamia 
Not  a  word  of  Arnold  yet  said  Montgomery  m  hw  la^t 
lespateli  I  hwe  sent  two  espreeses  to  Lim  lately  one  ly  i 
Tnlian  who  promised  to  letuin  with  expedition  The  in&tint  I 
ha  e  anj  news  of  him  I  will  acquaint  you  by  espiesa 

We  will  anticipate  his  express,  hy  giving  the  reader  the  pi  r 
port  of  letters  reeeived  by  Washington  direct  from  Arnold  him- 
self, bringing  forward  the  Coilat«ral  branch  of  this  eventful 
enterprise. 

The  transportation  of  troops  and  eflects  across  the  canning- 
place  between  the  Kennebec  and  Dead  Rivers,  had  been  a  work 
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of  severe  toil  and  difficulty  lo  ArnolJ  auU  Lis  uit'ii,  but  per- 
formed witli  admiralilu  spirit.  There  were  ponds  and  streams  full 
of  trout  and  salmon,  wliicli  fumishi'd  them  with  fresh  provisions. 
Launching  their  lioats  on  the  duggish  waters  of  tlie  Dead  Uiver, 
they  navigated  it  in  divisions,  as  before,  to  the  foot  of  snow- 
crowned  raOTintains,;  a  part  of  the  great  granite  I'iiain  which  ex- 
tends from  &uuth-weet  to  Eorth-east  throughout  our  continent 
Here,  white  Arnold  and  the  first  division  were  encamped  to 
repose  themselves,  heavy  rains  set  in,  and  they  came  near  beirg 
swept  away  by  sudden  torrents  from  tho  muuntaiuH.  Several  of 
their  hoata  were  overturned,  much  of  their  provisions  was  lost, 
the  sick  list  increased,  and  the  good  spirits  which  had  hitherto 
sustained  them  began  to  give  way.  They  were  on  acanty  allow- 
ance, with  a  prospect  of  harder  times,  for  there  were  still  twehe 
or  fifteen  days  of  wilderness  before  them,  wh^re  no  supplies  were 
to  bo  had.  A  council  of  war  was  now  held,  in  which  it  was 
determined  to  send  back  the  sick  and  disabled,  who  were  mere 
ineumbranees.  Arnold,  accordingly,  wrote  to  the  commandeis 
of  the  other  divisions,  to  press  on  with  as  many  of  their  men  ob 
they  could  furnish  with  provisions  for  fifteen  days,  and  to  scLd 
the  rest  hack  to  a  place  on  the  route  called  Noriidgewoek.  This 
order  was  misunderstood,  or  misinterpreted  by  Colonel  Enos, 
who  commanded  the  rear  division;  he  gave  all  the  provisions  he 
could  spare  to  Colonel  Greene  of  the  third  division,  retaining 
merely  enough  to  supply  his  own  enrps  '>f  three  hundred  men  on 
their  way  hack  to  Norridgewoek,  whither  Ve  immediately  re- 
turned. 

Letters  from  Arnold  and  Enos  apprised  Washington  of  this 
grievous  flaw  in  the  enterprise.  He  regarded  it,  however,  as 
usnal,  with  a  hopeful  eye.     "  Notwithstanding  this  great  defec- 
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tion,"  said  lie,  "I  Uo  cot  despair  of  Colonel  Arnold's  success. 
He  will  lave,  in  all  probability,  many  more  diiScultiea  to  en- 
counter, than  if  he  had  been  a  fortnight  sooner ;  as  it  is  likely 
that  Goveraor  Cai'Ieton  will,  with  what  forces  he  can  collect  after 
the  surrender  of  the  rest  of  Canada,  throw  himself  into  Quebec, 
and  there  mate  his  last  effort."  * 

Washington  was  not  mistaken  in  the  confidence  he  had  placed 
in  the  energy  of  Arnold.  Thongh  the  latter  found  his  petty 
force  greatly  reduced  by  the  retrograde  move  of  Enos  and  his 
party,  and  although  snow  and  ice  rendered  his  marcli  still  more 
bleak  among  tlie  mountains,  he  kept  on  with  unflinching  spirit 
until  he  arrived  at  the  ridge  which  divides  the  streams  of  Now 
England  and  Canada.  Here,  at  Lake  Megautic,  the  source  of 
the  Ohaudiere,  he  met  an  emissary  whom  he  had  sent  in  advance 
to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  the  kabitans,  or  French  yeomanry, 
in  the  fertile  valley  of  that  stream.  His  report  being  favorable, 
Arnold  shared  out  among  the  different  companies  the  scanty 
provisions  which  remained,  directing  them  to  make  the  best  of 
their  way  for  the  Ohaudiere  settlements;  while  he,  with  a  light 
foiaglng  party,  would  push  rapidly  ahead,  to  procure  and  send 
back  supplies. 

He  accordingly  embarked  with  his  little  party  in  five  bateaux 
and  a  birch  canoe,  and  launched  forth  without  a  guide  on  the 
swift  current  of  the  Ohaudiere.  It  was  little  better  tliau  a 
mountain  torrent,  full  of  rocks  and  rapids.  Three  of  their  boats 
were  dashed  to  pieces,  the  cargoes  lost,  and  the  crews  saved  with 
difficulty.  At  one  time,  the  whole  party  came  near  being  pre- 
cipitated over  a  cataract,  where  all   might  Iiave  perished ;    at 
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leDgtli  they  reached  SertigaM,  the  first  French  settlement,  where 
they  were  cordially  received.  Here  Arnold  bought  proviBiona, 
which  he  sent  back  by  tlie  Canadiars  and  Indiana  to  his  troops. 
The  latter  were  in  a  state  of  starvation.  Some  had  not  tasted 
food  for  eight  and  forty  hours ;  others  had  cooked  two  dogs,  fol- 
lowers of  the  camp;  and  others  had  boiled  their  moeoasins,  oar- 
touch  boxes,  and  other  articles  of  leather,  iu  the  hope  of  render- 
ing them  eatable. 

Arnold  halted  for  a  short  time  in  the  hospitable  valley  of  the 
Ohaudiere,  to  give  his  troops  repose,  and  distributed  among  the 
inhabitants  the  printed  manifesto  with  which  he  had  been  fur- 
nished by  Wasliington.  Here  he  was  joined  by  about  forty  Nor- 
ridgewock  Indians.  On  the  9th  of  H^ovcmber,  the  little  army 
emerged  from  the  woods  at  Point  Levi,  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
opposite  to  Quebec.  A  letter  written  by  an  inhabitant  of  that 
place,  speaks  of  their  sudden  apparition. 

"  There  are  about  500  Provincials  arrived  at  Poiiit  Levi, 
opposite  to  the  town,  by  the  way  of  Chandiere  across  the 
woods.  Surely  a  miracle  must  have  been  wrought  in  their  favor. 
It  is  an  undertaking  above  the  common  race  of  men  in  this 
debauched  age.  They  have  travelled  through  woods  and  bogs, 
and  over  precipices,  for  the  space  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles,  attended  with  every  inconvenience  and  difficiilty,  to  bo  sur- 
mounted only  by  men  of  indefatigable  aoal  and  industry." 

Leaving  Arnold  in  full  sight  of  Quebec,  which,  after  bis  long 
Ltrugglo  through  the  wilderness,  must  have  appeared  like  a  land 
of  promise;  we  turn  to  narrate  the  events  of  the  upper  espedi- 
lioninto  Canada,  of  which  tho  letters  of  Schuyler  kept  Wash- 
iiigton  faithfully  informed. 

Montgomery  appeared  before  Montreal  on  the  12th  of  No- 
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veinbti'.  Gcnwal  GarletoE  had  embarked  with  !iia  little  gar ri- 
Borij  and  sevcial  of  the  civil  officers  of  the  place,  on  board  of  a 
flotilla  of  ten  or  eleven  small  vessels,  and  made  sail  in  the  night, 
with  a  favorable  breeze,  carrying  away  with  him  the  powder  and 
other  important  stores  The  town  capitulated,  of  course ;  and 
Montgomery  took  quiet  possession.  His  urbanity  and  kindness 
soon  won  tho  good  will  of  the  inhabitants,  both  English  and 
French,  and  made  tho  Canadians  sensible  that  he  really  came  to 
secure  their  rights,  not  to  molest  them.  Intercepted  letters  ac- 
quainted him  with  Aniold"8  arrival  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Quebec,  and  the  great  alarm  of  "  tho  king's  friends,"  who  ex- 
pected to  be  besieged :  "  which,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  they 
shall  be,"  said  Montgomery,  "  if  tho  severe  season  holds  off,  and 
I  can  prevail  on  the  troops  to  accompany  me." 

His  great  immcdiato  object  was  the  captxire  of  Carlcton ; 
which  would  form  a  triumphal  close  to  the  enterprise,  and  might 
decide  the  fate  of  Canada.  The  flotilla  in  which  the  general  was 
embarked,  had  made  repeated  attempts  to  escape  down  the  St. 
Lawrence;  but  had  as  oft«n  been  driven  back  by  the  batteries 
thrown  up  by  the  Americans  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel.  It  now 
lay  anchored  about  fifteen  miles  above  that  river;  and  Montgom- 
ery prepared  to  attack  it  with  bateaux  and  light  artillery,  so  as  to 
force  it  down  upon  the  batteries, 

Carleton  saw  his  imminent  peril.  Disguising  himself  as  a 
Oauadian  voyager,  he  set  off  on  a  dark  night  accompanied  by  sis 
peasants,  in  a  boat  with  muffled  oars,  which  he  assisted  to  pull; 
slipped  quietly  and  silently  past  all  the  batteries  and  guard-boats, 
and  effected  his  escape  to  Three  Rivers,  where  he  embarked  in  a 
vessel  for  Quebec.  After  his  departure  the  flotilla  surrenderei^, 
and  all  those  who  had  taken  refuge  on  board  were  made  prisoners 
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of  war.     Among  them  was  General  Prescott,  lato  cominaiider  of 
Montreal. 

Montgomery  DOW  placed  garrisons  in  Montreal,  St.  Johns  and 
Chamblee,  and  made  final  preparations  for  descending  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  co-operating  with  Arnold  against  Quebec.  To  hia 
disappointment  and  deep  chagrin,  he  found  hut  a  handful  of  hiij 
troops  disposed  to  accompany  him.  Some  pleaded  ill  health;  the 
term  of  enlistment  of  many  bad  expired,  and  they  were  bent  on 
returning  bome ;  and  others,  wbo  bad  no  such  excuses  to  make, 
became  exceedingly  turbulent,  and  indeed  mutinous.  Nothing 
but  a  sense  of  public  duty,  and  gratitude  to  Congress  for  an 
unsought  commission,  bad  induced  Montgomery  to  engage  in  the 
service;  wearied  by  the  continual  vexations  which  beset  it,  be 
avowed,  in  a  letter  to  Scbuyler,  his  determination  to  retire  aa 
soon  as  the  intended  expedition  against  Quebec  was  finished. 
"  WUl  not  your  health  permit  you  to  reside  at  Montreal  this 
winter  ?  "  writes  he  to  Schuyler ;  "  I  must  go  homo,  if  I  wallr  by 
the  side  of  the  lake.  I  am  weary  of  power,  and  totally  want 
that  patience  and  temper  eo  requisite  for  such  a  command." 
Much  of  the  insuborditiation  of  the  troops  he  attributed  to  the 
want  of  tact  and  cultivation  in  their  officers;  who  had  been  sud- 
denly advanced  from  inferior  stations  and  coarse  employments. 
"An  affair  happened  yesterday,"  writes  he  to  Schuyler  on  the 
21tb  of  November,  "  which  had  very  near  sent  me  homo.  A 
number  of  officers  presumed  to  remonstrate  against  the  indul- 
gence I  had  given  some  of  the  king's  troops.  Such  an  insult  I 
could  not  bear,  and  immediately  resigned.-  To-day  tbey  qualified 
it  by  such  an  apology,  as  put  it  in  my  power  to  resume  the  eoia- 
mand."  In  the  same  spirit  he  writes:  "I  wish  some  method 
could  be  fallen  upon  for  engaging  gentlemen  to  serve.     A  point 
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of  Lonor  and  more  knowledge  of  the  world,  to  be  found  in  that 
cla^  of  men,  would  greatly  reform  discipline,  aad  render  tte 
troops  maeh  more  tractable." 

The  troopa  which  had  given  Montgomery  bo  mueli  annoyance 
and  refused  to  continue  with  him  in  Canada,  soon  began  to  arrive 
at  Tioonderoga.  Sohujler,  in  a  letter  to  Congress,  gives  a  half 
querulous,  half  humorous  account  of  their  conduct.  "About 
three  hundred  of  the  troops  raised  ia  Connecticut,  passed  here 
within  a  few  days.  An  unhappy  home-sickness  prevails.  Those 
all  oame  down  as  invalids,  not  one  willing  to  re-engage  for  the 
winter's  service ;  and,  unable  to  get  any  work  done  by  them,  I 
disehai-ged  them  en  tjroupe.  Of  all  the  specifics  ever  invented 
for  ant/,  there  is  none  so  efBcaeious  as  a  dischai-ge  for  this  pre- 
vailing disorder.  No  sooner  was  it  administered  but  it  perfected 
the  cure  of  nine  out  of  ten ;  who,  refusing  to  wait  for  boats  to  go 
by  the  way  of  Like  George  slung  then  heavy  pack's  crossed  tht, 
lake  at  this  place  and  undertook  i  raart-h  of  two  1  un  Ired  miie^ 
with  the  greatest  good  will  and  ilairitj 

This  homesickness  in  itt'tie  wldiert.  iftei  a  lOugh  campagn 
was  natural  enough  ind  seems  cnly  to  have  pio^okel  tl  e  te  ty 
and  subacid  hum  i  of  Schuvkr  1  t  ufhei  m  tanco  ot  c  nd  i  t 
roused  his  in  I  gnation 

A  schooner  and  tow  alley  iriiied  at  Crown  PoiL.t  with 
upwards  of  a  hunlred  peiious  Thej  weio  destitute  i  pioM 
eioas;  none  weie  to  be  hiX  it  the  P  mt  and  the  leo  pievented 
them  from  penetiating  to  Ticonieioga  In  starvmg  condition 
they  sent  an  express  to  G-eneral  Schuyler  imploring  lelief  Hl 
immediately  ordeicd  thiec  cipfams  of  General  Woo  tei  s  legi 
ment,  with  a  eonsidoribk  body  of  men  m  bateaux  to  attempt  a 
relief  for  the  unhappy  sufferers  '     To  his  surpiise  and  disgust 
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they  manifested  tlia  utmost  unwiliingaess  to  comply,  and  made  a 
variety  of  oxeuses,  wticli  he  spumed  at  aa  frivolous,  and  as  evin- 
cing the  greatest  want  of  humanity.  He  expressed  himself  to 
that  effect  the  next  day,  in  a  general  order,  adding  the  following 
etinging  words ;  "  The  general,  therefore,  not  daring  to  trust  a 
matter  of  so  much  importance  to  men  of  so  little  feeling,  has 
ordered  Lieutenant  Riker,  of  Col.  Holmes's  regiment,  to  make 
the  attempt.  He  received  the  order  with  the  alacrity  becoming 
a  gentleman,  an  ofBcer,  and  a  Christian." 

This  high-minded  rebuke,  given  in  so  public  a  manner,  rankled 
in  the  breasts  of  those  whose  conduct  had  merited  it,  and  insured 
to  Schuyler  that  persevering  hostility  with  which  mean  minds 
revenge  the  exposure  of  their  meanness. 
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Wf.  liavG  endeavored  (o  compress  into  a  suceinot  account  various 
events  of  tlie  invasion  of  Canada,,  furnislied  to  Waaliington  Tiy 
letters  from  Scliujler  and  Arnold,  The  tidings  of  the  capture 
of  Montreal  bad  given  liim  the  liveliest  satisfaction.  He  now 
looked  forward  to  equal  suecesa  in  the  expedition  against  Quebec. 
In  a  letter  to  Schuyler,  he  passed  a  high  eulogium  on  Arnold. 
"  The  merit  of  this  gentleman  is  certainly  great,"  writes  he, 
"  and  I  lieartily  wish  that  fortune  may  distinguish  him  as  one  of 
her  favorites.  I  am  convinced  that  he  will  do  every  thing  that 
prudence  and  valor  shall  suggest  to  add  to  the  success  of  our 
arms,  and  for  reducing  Quebec  to  our  possession.  Should  he  not 
be  able  to  aeoomplish  so  desirable  a  work  with  the  forces  he  has, 
I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  effected  when  General  Montgom- 
ery joins  him,  and  our  conquest  of  Canada  will  be  complete." 

Certain  passages  of  Schuyler's  letters,  however,  gave  him  deep 
concern,  wherein  that  general  complained  of  the  embarrassments 
and  annoyances  he  had  esperieneed  from  the  insubordination  of 
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tho  army.  "  IlaTjitiiated  to  order,"  said  lie,  "  I  cannot  without 
pain  see  that  disregard  of  discipline,  eonfosion  and  inattention, 
■wliich  reign  so  generally  in  this  quarter,  and  I  am  determined  to 
retire.     Of  ttis  resolution  I  have  advised  Congress." 

He  had  indeed  done  so.  In  communicating  to  the  President 
of  Congress  the  complaints  of  General  Montgomery,  and  his  in- 
tention to  retire,  "my  sontimcnts,"  said  he,  "exactly  coincide 
with  his.  I  shall,  with  him,  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  put 
a  finishing  stroke  to  the  campaign,  and  make  the  beat  arrange- 
ment in  my  power,  in  order  to  insure  success  to  the  nost.  This 
done,  I  must  beg  leave  to  retire." 

Oongi-ess,  however,  was  too  well  aware  of  his  value,  readily 
to  dispense  with  his  services.  His  letter  prodnoed  a  prompt  re- 
Bolntioh  expressive  of  their  high  sense  of  his  attention  and  perse- 
verance, "which  merited  the  thanks  of  the  United  Colonies," 
He  had  alleged  his  impaired  health, — they  regretted  the  injuriea 
it  had  sustained  in  the  service,  but  begged  he  would  not  insist  on 
a  measure  "  which  would  deprive  America  of  the  benefits  of  his 
zeal  and  abilities,  and  rob  him  of  the  honor  of  completing  the 
work  he  had  so  happily  begun." 

What,  however,  produced  a  greater  effect  upon  Schuyler  than 
any  encomium  or  entreaty  on  the  part  of  Congress,  were  the  ex- 
postulations of  Washington,  inspired  by  strong  friendship  and 
kiudred  sympathies.  "  I  am  exceedingly  sorry,"  writes  the  lat- 
ter, "  to  find  you  so  much  embarrassed  by  the  disregard  of  disci- 
pline, confusion,  and  want  of  order  among  the  troops,  as  to  have 
occasioned  you  to  mention  to  Congress  an  inclination  to  retire. 
I  know  that  your  complaints  are  too  well  founded,  but  would  wil- 
lingly hope  that  nothing  will  induce  you  to  quit  the  service. 
*     *     •     *     I  have  met  with  difficulties  of  the  same  sort,  and 
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aucli  a&  I  nevei  ex].ei,teil  1  ut  tl  y  must  be  bovne  with.  The 
r  use  W8  aie  engaged  in  is  sj  lUst  and  righteous,  that  we  must 
trj  to  rise  sijerior  to  eiery  obsta:,le  m  its  support;  aud,  there- 
fu  L  I  beg  that  you  will  n  t  think  ot  lesigning,  unless  you  have 
ciiiied  your  •application  to  Congteas  too  far  to  recede." 

And  in  aujtl  o  iettei  i  u  make  a  still  stronger  appeal  to  his 
jitii  ta  I    jm     oiry   tlij.t   j    i     and   General    Montgoni- 

f  Y  ui,]  [It,  to  |u.  t  th  a  IV  ce  Ltt  me  ask  you,  sir,  when  ia 
lie  time  tir  brive  men  to  exert  themselves  in  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  their  country,  if  this  is  not  ?  Should  any  difficultiea 
that  they  may  liave  to  encounter  at  this  important  crisis  deter 
them  ?  God  Icnows  there  is  not  a  difficulty  that  you  botli  very 
justly  complain  of,  that  1  have  not  in  au  emiuent  degree  experi- 
enced, that  I  am  not  every  day  esperiencing;  hut  we  must  hear 
up  against  them,  and  make  the  best  of  mankind,  as  they  are, 
since  we  cannot  have  them  as  we  wish.  Let  me,  therefore,  con- 
jure you,  and  Mr,  Montgomery,  to  lay  aside  such  thoughts — an 
thouglits  injurious  to  yourselves,  and  extremely  so  to  your  coun- 
try, which  calls  aloud  for  gentlemen  of  your  ability." 

This  noble  appeal  went  straight  to  the  heart  of  Schuyler,  and 
brought  out  a  magnanimous  reply.  "  I  do  not  hesitate,"  writes 
he,  "to  answer  my  dear  general's  ciuestion  in  the  affirmative,  by 
declaring  that  new  or  never  is  the  time  for  every  virtuous 
American  to  exert  himself  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  his  coun- 
try ;  and  that  it  is  become  a  duty  cheerfully  to  sacrifice  the 
Bweots  of  domestic  felicity  to  attain  the  honest  and  glorious  end 
America  has  in  view." 

In  the  same  letter  he  reveals  in  confidence  the  true  cause  of 
his  wish  to  retire  from  an  official  station ;  it  was  the  annoyance  ho 
liad  suffered  throughout  the  campaign  from  sectional  prejudice 
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and  joalousj'.  "  I  could  point  out  particular  persons  of  rank  in 
the  army,"  writes  lie,  "  wiio  have  frequently  declared  that  the 
general  commanding  in  thia  quarter,  ought  to  be  of  the  colony 
from  whence  the  majority  of  the  troops  came.  But  it  is  not  from 
opinions  or  principles  of  individuals  that  I  have  drawn  the  fol- 
lowing conclusion :  that  troops  from  the  colony  of  Connecticut 
will  not  bear  with  a  genera!  from  another  colony;  it  is  from  the 
daily  and  common  conversation  of  all  ranks  of  people  from  that 
colony,  both  in  and  out  of  the  araiy ;  and  I  assure  you  that  I 
sincerely  lament  that  people  of  ao  much  public  virtue  shouid  be 
actuated  by  anch  an  unbecoming  jealousy,  founded  on  snch  a 
narrow  principle,"  Having  made  this  declaration,  he  adds, 
''although  I  frankly  own  that  I  feel  a  resentment,  yet  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  sacrifice  it  to  a  nobler  object,  the  weal  of  that  country  ia 
which  I  have  drawn  the  breath  of  life,  resolved  ever  to  seek,  with 
unwearied  assiduity,  for  opportunities  to  fulfil  my  duty  to  it." 

It  is  with  pride  we  have  quoted  so  frequently  the  corespond- 
ence  of  these  two  champions  of  our  Eeyolution,  aa  it  lays  open 
their  hearts,  and  shows  the  lofty  patriotism  by  which  they  were 


A  lettor  from  John  Adams  to  General  Thomas,  alleges  as  one 
cause  of  Schuyler's  unpopularity  with  the  eastern  troops,  the 
"politeness"  shown  by  him  to  Canadian  and  British  prisoners; 
which  "enabled  them  and  their  ministerial  friends  to  impose  upon 
him,"  • 

The  "politeness"  in  fact,  was  that  noble  courtesy  which  a 
high-minded  soldier  extends  towards  a  captive  foe.     If  his  cour- 

*  Lettar  Book  of  Gcii.  Tilomas.      MS. 
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tesy  was  imposed  upon,  it  only  proved  that,  incapalile  of  doublc- 
diialing  himself,  lie  suspected  it  not  in  others.  All  generous 
natures  are  liable  to  imposition ;  their  warm  impulses  heiug  too 
quick  for  selfish  caution.  It  is  the  cold,  the  calculating  and  the 
mean,  whose  distrustful  wariness  is  never  taken  in. 
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Iim  formiD^'  ever  <i  tin,  '^l  elcton  of  nn  iim^  ui  der  the  new 
regulatmns  Lid  littu  a  woik  of  lulmite  difiicuUj  to  iiU  it  up 
WIS  still  more  difficult  The  first  buiit  if  revolatiouuy  zeal  had 
passed  awjy,  enthusiapm  had  been  el  illed  by  tlie  mactioii  aud 
monotony  ot  a  long  encampment  an  en^anipmeLt  iiiojeovci, 
destitute  of  tlui>^i,  c  mfoitb  ■which  lu  espeiienced  wirfiie  are 
piovided  bj  a  well  legulated  conim  i  ariat  The  tiocps  had  suf 
fered  privations  ot  Lverj  kmd  want  of  fuel  clothing  provisions 
They  looted  foiwaid  with  disraaj  to  the  rjgoii  of  winter,  and 
Unged  for  their  lu&tic  homes  and  then  family  firesides 

Apjrehending  that  «omi,  of  them  would  incline  to  go  home 
when  the  tiEie  of  then  enlistment  t-ipijed,  WaaLington  summoned 
the  gci.cral  ofLeeis  at  liead  quarters,  and  invited  a  delegation  ot 
thft   Oeneral  Court  to  be  present,  to   adopt  measures  for  the 
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defeuce  and  support  of  the  lines.  The  result  of  their  doliLoi'a- 
tions  was  an  order  thut  three  thousand  of  the  laiuiite  men  and 
militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  two  thousand  from  New  Hampshire, 
should  he  at  Camhridge  bj  the  10th  of  December,  to  relieve  the 
Connecticut  regiments,  and  supply  the  deficiency  that  would  be 
oaased  by  their  departure,  and  by  the  abeenee  of  others  on 
furlough. 

With  this  arrangement  the  Connecticut  troops  were  made  ao- 
quiunted,  and,  as  the  time  of  most  of  them  would  not  be  out 
before  the  10th,  they  were  ordered  to  remain  in  camp  until  re- 
lieved. Their  officers  assured  Washington  that  he  need  appre- 
hend no  defeetioa  on  the  part  of  their  men ;  they  would  not  leave 
the  lines.  The  offieeis  thtmsehes  were  probably  mistaken  in 
their  opinion  of  their  men  hr  on  the  1st  of  December,  many  of 
the  littei  faom  of  whom,  belonffed  to  Putnini  s  legimcnt  re 
solved  tj  go  homi,  immediatelj  EfFoita  wtie  imde  to  preient 
them  bit  m  vam  seteial  eainetl  oft  with  them,  thtu  arms  \nd 
am  iiumtinn  Washington  sent  a  list  of  their  name^  to  Oovornoi 
TiumbuIL  I  submit  it  to  youi  judgment  wiites  he  whether 
an  example  should  not  be  made  of  Ihese  men  who  h-ive  dcstrted 
the  ciuse  of  then  country  it  this  eriticil  luuftuir  when  the 
cmmy  aie  leceiying  remtori«ments 

We  anticipate  the  reply  of  Governor  Trumbull  recenel 
several  days  subsequently  The  late  extiairdmaiy  and  lepre 
hensible  conduct  ot  some  ot  the  trm  a  of  this  colony  wiites  he 
"  impresses  me,  and  the  minds  of  many  of  our  people,  with  great 
surprise  and  indignation,  since  the  treatment  they  met  with,  and  the 
order  and  request  made  to  them,  were  so  reasonable,  and  appa- 
rently necessary  for  the  defence  of  our  common  cause,  and  safety 
of  our  righis  and  privileges,  for  which  they  freely  engaged." 
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We  will  hero  add,  that  tho  litiuf  wirtl  hound  warnois  seem  tu 
have  ran  tte  gauntlet  along  the  rnad,  for  their  fonduet  on  tjuit 
ting  the  army  drew  upon  them  sueh  indignatiDu,  that  they  could 
hardly  get  any  tiling  to  eat  on  then  journey,  mA  when  they 
arrived  at  home  they  met  with  ^uch  a  reception  (to  ^he  ei  ( dit  of 
the  Oonneeticnt  women  be  it  lecoided),  that  niaay  were  soon  di^ 
poaed  to  return  again  to  the  camp  * 

On  the  very  day  after  the  departure  homeward  of  these 
troops,  and  while  it  was  feared  their  example  would  be  conta- 
gious, a  long,  lumbering  train  of  waggons,  laden  with  ordnance  and 
mUitary  stores,  and  decorated  with  flags,  came  wheeling  into  the 
camp  escorted  by  continental  troops  and  country  militia.  They 
were  part  of  the  cargo  of  a  large  brigantinc  laden  with  muni- 
tioDS  of  war,  captured  and  sent  in  to  Cape  Ann  by  the  schooner 
Lee,  Captain  Manly,  one  of  the  cruisers  sent  out  by  Washington. 
"  Such  universal  joy  ran  through  the  whole  camp,"  writos  an 
officer,  "  as  if  each  one  grasped  a  victory  in  his  own  hands." 

Beside  the  ordnance  captured,  there  were  two  thousand  stand 
of  arms,  one  hundred  thousand  flints,  thirty  thousand  round  shot, 
and  thirty-two  tons  of  musket  balls. 

"  Surely  nothing,"  writes  Washington,  "  ever  came  more 
apropos." 

It  was  indeed  a  cheering  incident,  and  was  eagerly  turned  to 
account.  Among  the  ordnance  was  a  huge  brass  mortar  of  a 
new  coustrwction,  weighing  near  thi'ee  thousand  pounds.  It 
was  considered  a  glorious  trophy,  and  there  was  a  resolve  to 
christen  it.  MifBin,  Washington's  secretary,  suggested  the  name. 
The  mortar  was  fixed  in  a  bed;  old  Putnam  mountod  it,  dashed 

•  Seo  Letter  of  Gcu.  Greeue  to  Siiumel  W:ad.    Am.  Arjli.  itii  Series,  vol.  iv. 
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on  it  a  tuttlo  of  ram,  and  gi\e  it  the  name  of  Congrf  s?  The 
shouts  whicli  rent  the  air  wcie  heaid  in  Boatoii  When  the 
niLaniug  of  thtm  was  explamel  to  the  BiitiJj,  they  oljserved, 
thit  '  should  their  esjiected  remfoi cements  arrive  m  time,  the 
rehela  would  pay  deal  m  the  spiing  for  all  their  petty  tiiuiaphs  " 

With  Washington,  this  trinaieut  gle^m  of  nautioal  Buceess 
was  soon  ovei  shadowed  by  the  conduct  ot  the  cruisers  he  had 
sent  to  the  fit  Lawienco  Eoihng  to  ictercept  the  feiigantine^, 
the  objects  of  then  eiuise,  they  landed  on  the  nJ'uid  of  St 
Johns,  plundered  the  hou'ie  of  the  goveinoi  and  sever il  private 
dwellings,  and  !iout,ht  ufl  thiee  of  the  iimoipa]  mhibitants 
piisoners,  one  of  wlicm  Mr  Cjllbe:'k,  wai  pie^ident  of  the 
council,  and  acted  as  governor. 

These  gentlemen  made  a  memorial  to  Washington  of  this 
scandalous  maraud.  He  instantly  ordered  the  restoration  of  the 
efieets  which  had  been  pillaged  ;^-of  his  conduct  towards  the 
gentlemen  personally,  we  may  judge  by  the  following  note  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  Mr.  Callbeck. 

"  I  should  ill  deserve  the  generoos  treatment  wliich  your  Ex- 
cellency has  been  pleased  to  show  me,  had  I  not  tlie  gratitude  to 
acknowledge  so  gi'eat  a  favor.  I  cannot  ascribe  any  part  of  it  to 
my  own  merit,  but  must  impute  the  whole  to  tlio  phUanthropy  and 
humane  disposition  that  so  truly  charaoteriae  General  Washing- 
ton. Be  so  obliging,  therefore,  as  to  accept  the  only  return  in 
my  power,  that  of  my  most  grateful  thanks."  * 

Shortly  after  the  foregoing  occurrence,  information  was  re- 
ceived of  the  indignities  which  had  been  heaped  upon  Colonel 
Ethan  Allen,  when  ca.ptured  at  Montreal  by  General  Prescott, 
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who,  iiimaelf,  wiiM  now  a  prisoner  iu  the  Lands  of  tlie  Americans. 
It  tonelied  Washington  on  a  point  on  which  he  waa  most  sensi- 
tive and  tenacious,  the  treatment  of  American  officers  when  cap- 
tured ;  and  produced  the  following  letter  from  him  to  General 
Howe: 

"  SiK, — "We  have  justheen  informed  of  a,  circumstance  which, 
were  it  not  so  well  authenticated,  I  should  scarcely  think  credi- 
tle.  It  is  that  Ooloael  Allen,  who,  with  his  small  party,  wns  de- 
feated and  made  prisoner  near  Montreal,  haa  been  treated  with- 
out regard  to  decency,  humanity,  or  the  rules  of  war ;  that  he 
has  been  thrown  into  irons,  and  swffei-s  all  the  hardships  inflicted 
upon  common  felons. 

"  I  think  it  my  duty,  sir,  to  demand,  and  do  expect  from  you, 
an  eclaircisseiaeut  on  this  aohjoct.  At  the  same  time,  I  flatter 
myself,  from  the  character  which  Mr.  Howe  bears  as  a  man  of 
honor,  gentleman  and  soldier,  that  my  demand  will  meet  witJi  his 
approbation.  I  must  take  the  liberty,  also,  of  informing  you 
that  I  shall  consider  your  eUence  as  a  confirmation  of  the  report, 
and  further  assuring  you,  that  whatever  treatment  Colonel  Allen 
receives,  whatever  fate  he  undergoes,  such  exactly  shall  be  the 
treatment  and  fate  of  Brigadier  Prescott,  now  in  our  hands. 
The  law  of  retaliation  la  not  only  justifiable  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  man,  but  absolutely  a  duty,  which,  in  our  present  oirouni- 
stances,  we  owe  to  our  relations,  friends  and  fellow- citizens. 

"  Permit  me  to  add,  sir,  that  we  have  all  hei-e  the  highest  i-e- 
gard  and  reverence  for  your  great  personal  qualities  and  attain- 
ments, and  the  Americana  in  general  eateem  it  as  not  the  least  of 
their  iiibfortunes,  that  the  name  of  Howe,  a  name  ao  dear  to 
them,  should  appear  at  the  head  of  the  catalogue  of  the  instru- 
ments employed  by  a  wicked  ministry  for  their  destruction." 
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Gcnural  Howe  felt  acutely  the  sorrowful  reproach  in  tlic  lat- 
ter part  of  the  letter.  It  was  a  reiteration  of  what  had  already 
been  expressed  hy  Congress;  in  the  present  instance  it  produced 
irritation,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  reply. 

"  Siu, — la  answer  to  your  letter,  I  am  to  acquaint  yon  that 
my  command  does  not  estend  to  Canada.  Not  having  any  ac- 
eounta  wherein  the  name  of  Allen  is  mentioned,  I  cannot  give  you 
the  smallest  satisfaotion  upon  the  subject  of  your  letter.  But 
trusting  Major-^^^eneial  Carleton's  conduct  will  never  incur  cen- 
sure upon  any  oeoasion,  I  am  to  conclude  in  the  inatanoe  of  your 
inquiry,  that  he  lias  not  forfeited  his  past  pretensions  to  decency 
and  humanity. 

"  It  is  with  regret,  considering  the  character  yon  have  always 
maintained  among  your  friends,  as  a  gentleman  of  the  striotest 
honor  and  delicacy,  that  I  find  cause  to  resent  a  sentence  in  the 
conclusion  of  your  letter,  big  with  invective  against  my  superiors, 
and  insulting  to  myself,  which  should  obstruct  any  further  inter- 
courae  between  ua.     I  am,  sir,  &c." 

In  transmitting  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, Washington  observed  :  "  My  reason  for  pointing  out  Brig- 
adier-general Prescott  as  the  object,  who  is  to  suffer  for  Mr. 
Allen's  fate,  is,  that  by  letters  from  General  Schuyler  and  copies 
of  letters  from  General  Montgomery  to  Schuyler,  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  Prescott  is  the  cause  of  Allen's  sufferings.  I 
thought  it  best  to  be  decisive  on  the  occasion,  as  did  the  generals 
whom  I  consulted  thereon." 

For  the  sake  of  continuity  we  will  anticipate  a  few  facts  con- 
nected with  the  story  of  Ethan  Allen.  Within  a  few  weeks  after 
the  preceding  correspondence,  Washington  received  a  letter  from 
Levi  Allen,  a  brother  to  the  colonel,  and  of  like  enterprising 
vor„  II. — 5* 
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and  enthusiastic  character.  It  was  dated  from  Salisbury  in  Con- 
necticut; iind  enclosed  affidavits  of  the  liarnh.  treatment  Lis 
brother  had  experienced,  and  of  his  hciiig  confined  on  board  of 
the  Gaapee,  "  with  a  bar  of  inm  Used  to  one  of  his  lega  and  iron 
to  his  hands."  Levi  was  bent  upon  effecting  his  deliverance,  and 
the  mode  proposed  was  in  unison  with  the  bold,  but  wild  schemes 
of  the  colonel.     We  quote  his  crude,  but  characteristic  letter. 

"Have  some  thoughts  of  going  fo  England  incognito,  after 
my  brother;  but  am  not  positively  certain  he  is  sent  there, 
though  believe  he  is.  Beg  your  excellency  will  favor  me  with  a 
line,  and  acquaint  me  if  any  intelligence  concerning  him,  and  if 
your  excellency  please,  jour  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  going 
after  him,  and  whether  your  excellency  would  thint  proper  to  ad- 
vance any  money  for  that  purpose,  as  my  brother  was  a  man 
blessed  witli  more  fortitude  than  fortune.  Your  excellency  may 
think,  at  first  thought,  I  can  do  nothing  by  going  to  England ;  I 
feel  as  if  I  conld  do  a  gi'cat  deal,  by  raising  a.  mob  in  London, 
bribing  the  jailer,  or  by  getting  into  some  servile  employment 
with  the  jailer,  and  over-faitbfulnesa  make  myself  master  of  tlie 
key,  or  at  least  be  able  to  lay  my  hand  on  it  some  night.  I  beg 
your  excellency  will  countenance  my  going ;  ean  muster  more 
than  one  hundred  pounds,  my  own  pioperty ;  sliall  regard  spend- 
ing that  no  more  than  one  copper.  Your  excellency  must  know 
Allen  was  not  only  a  brother,  but  a  real  friend  that  sticketh 
closer  than  a  brother." 

In  a  postscript  he  adds,  "  cannot  live  without  going  to  Eng- 
land, if  my  brother  is  sent  there." 

In  reply,  Washington  intimated  a  belief  that  the  colonel  had 
been  sent  to  England,  but  discountenanced  Levi's  wild  project  of 
following  him  thither ;  aa  there  was  no  probabUity  of  its  success, 
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and  lie  would  be  running  himself  into  danger  without  a  prospect 
of  rendering  sei-vice  to  his  brother. 

The  measure  of  retaliation  mentioned  in  "Washington's  letter 
to  Howe,  was  actually  meted  out  ty  Congress  on.  the  arrival  of 
General  Preecott  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  ordered  into  close 
confinement  in  the  jail ;  though  not  put  in  irons.  He  was  subse- 
quently released  from  confinement,  on  account  of  ill  health,  and 
was  treated  by  some  Philadelphia  families  with  unmerited  hospi- 
tality,* 

At  tlio  time  of  the  foregoing  correspondence  with  Howe, 
Washington  was  oamestly  occupied  preparing  works  for  the 
bombardment  of  Boston,  should  that  measure  be  resolved  upon 
by  Congress.  General  Putnam,  in  the  preceding  month,  had 
taken  possession  in  the  night  of  Cobble  Hill  without  molestation 
from  the  enemy,  though  a  commanding  eminence;  and  in  two 
days  had  constructed  a  work,  which,  from  its  strength,  was  named 
Putnam's  impregnable  fortress. 

He  was  now  engaged  on  another  work  on  Lechmere  Point,  to 
be  connected  with  the  works  at  Cobble  Hill  by  a  bridge  thrown 
across  Wilhs's  Creek,  and  a  covered  way.    Leclmiei-e  Point  is  im- 

*  Thomns  Walker,  a  merchant  of  Mgiitreal,  wlio,  licensed  of  trnitoroos 
dealings  witJi  the  Americans,  had  been  thrown  into  prison  dniing  Prescott's 
away,  and  his  country -house  burnt  down,  nndartook  n  jonmey  to  FhUadelphia 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  wlien  he  understood  the  general  wns  a  captive  there, 
tnisUng  to  obtain  Batisfactlon  for  his  iU-heatment  To  his  great  Burprise,  he 
found  Mr.  Preecott  lodged  m  the  best  tavern  of  iha  plaoe,  walfcuig  or  riding  at 
lai^  through  Philadelphia  and  Bncka  counties,  feasling  with  gentlemen  of  the 
first  i-ank  in  the  province,  and  keeping  a  levee  for  the  recepdon  of  the  gian- 
dees.  Id  consequence  of  which  unaccountiihle  phenomena,  and  tlie  little  pros- 
pect of  his  ohtuning  any  adequate  redress  iu  tbe  present  unsettled  state  of 
public  affairs,  Mr.  Walker  has  returned  to  Montreal. — Am.  Arcldves,  Ith  Se- 
ries, vol.  iv.  1178. 
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mediately  Opposite  the  west  part  of  Boston  ;  and  tlie  Scarbor- 
ongli  sliip-of-war  was  anchored  near  it.  Putnam  availed  himself 
of  a  dart  and  foggy  day  (Deo.  17),  to  commence  operations,  and 
broke  ground  with  four  hundred  men,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, on  a  hill  at  the  Point.  "  The  mist,"  sajs  a  contemporary 
account,  "  was  bo  great  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  discovering 
what  he  was  about  until  near  twelve  o'clock,  when  it  cleared  up, 
and  opened  to  their  view  our  whole  party  at  the  Point,  and 
another  at  the  causeway  throwing  a  bridge  over  the  creek.  The 
Scarborough,  anchored  off  the  Point,  poured  in  a  broadside. 
The  enemy  from  Boston  threw  shollB.  The  garrison  at  Gobble 
Hill  returned  fire.  Our  men  were  obliged  to  decamp  from  the 
Point,  but   the  work   was   resumed  by  the  brave   old  general  at 

On  the  next  morning,  a  cannonade  from  Cobble  Hill  obliged 
the  Scarborough  to  weigh  anchor,  and  drop  down  below  the 
ferry  ;  and  Geaei-al  Heath  was  detached  with  a  party  of  men  to 
carry  on  the  work  which  Putnam  had  commenced.  The  enemy 
resumed  their  fire.  Sentinels  were  placed  to  give  notice  of  a 
shot  or  shell ;  the  men  would  crouch  down  or  dodge  it,  and  con- 
tinue on  with  their  work.  The  fire  ceased  in  the  afternoon,  and 
Washington  visited  the  hill  accompanied  by  several  officers,  and 
inspected  the  progress  of  the  work.  It  was  to  consist  of  two  re- 
doubts, on  one  of  which  was  to  be  a  mortar  battery.  There  was, 
as  yet,  a  defi.ciency  of  ordnance ;  bat  the  prize  mortar  was  to  be 
mounted  which  Putnam  had  recently  christened,  "  The  Con- 
gress." Prom  the  spirit  with  which  the  work  was  carried  on, 
Washington  trusted  that  it  would  soon  be  completed,  "  and 
then,"  said  he,  "  if  we  have  powder  to  sport  with,  and  Congress 
gives  the  word,  Boston  can  he  bombarded  from  this  point." 
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For  several  days  the  labor  at  tLo  works  was  continued ;  the 
redoubts  were  tlirown  up,  and  a  covered  way  was  constructed 
leading  down  to  tlie  bridge.  All  tbis  was  done  notwithstanding 
the  continual  fire  of  the  enemy.  Thxs  letter  of  a  British  officer 
gives  his  idea  of  the  efficiency  of  the  work. 

"  The  rebels  for  some  days  past  Lave  been  erecting  a  battery 
on  Pliipps'  Farm.  The  new  constructed  mortar  taken  on  board 
the  ordnance  brig,  we  are  told,  will  be  mounted  upon  it,  and  we 
expect  a  warm  salute  from  the  shells,  another  part  of  that  ves- 
sel's cargo ;  so  that,  in  spite  of  her  capture,  we  are  likely  to  be 
complimented  with,  tlie  contents  of  her  lading." 

"  If  the  rebels  oan  complete  their  battery,  this  town  will  be  on 
fire  about  our  ears  a  few  hours  after ;  all  our  buildings  beiag  of 
wood,  or  a  mixture  of  brick  and  wood-work.  Had  the  rebels 
erected  their  battery  on  the  other  side  of  the  town,  at  Dorchester, 
the  admiial  and  ill  his  b  )oma  would  have  made  the  first  blaze, 
and  the  bummg  of  the  town  would  have  followed.  If  we  ckh- 
iint  destroy  the  rebel  batteiy  by  our  guns,  wc  must  march  out 
1  d  take  it  sword  in  hand  ' 

PutQim  anticipated  gieit  effects  from  this  work,  and  espe- 
cially from  hia  gimd  moitar,  "The  Congress."  Shells  there 
were  m  abundance  for  a  bombardment;  tiie  only  thing  wanting 
wnt,  i.  supply  of  powdci.  One  of  the  officers,  writmg  of  the  un- 
usual mildness  of  the  winter,  observes :  "  Every  thing  thaws  hero 
except  old  Put.  He  is  still  as  hard  as  ever,  crying  out  for  pow- 
der— powder — powder.     Ye  gods,  give  us  powder !  " 
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Amid  tlio  various  concerns  of  the  war,  and  the  multiplied  per- 
plexities of  the  camp,  the  thoughts  of  "Washington  continually 
reverted  to  hia  home  on  the  hanks  of  the  Potomac,  A  constant 
correspondence  was  hept  up  hetween  him  and  his  agent,  Mr.  Lund 
Washington,  who  had  charge  of  Lis  various  estates.  The  general 
gave  clear  and  minute  directions  as  to  their  management,  and  the 
agent  rendered  as  clear  and  minute  returns  of  every  thing  that 
had  heen  done  in  consequence. 

According  to  recent  accounts,  Mount  Vernon  had  heen  con- 
iiidered  in  clanger.  Lord  Dunmore  was  esercising  martial  law  in 
tlio  Ancient  Dominion,  and  it  was  feared  that  the  favorite  abode 
of  the  "  rebel  commander-in-chief"  woidd  be  mai'hed  out  for  hos- 
tility, and  that  the  enemy  might  land  from  their  ships  in  the 
Potomac,  and  lay  it  waste.  Washington's  brother,  John  Augus- 
tine, had  entreated  Mrs.  Washington  to  leave  it.     The  people  of 
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Loudoun  had  advised  her  to  Beek  refuge  beyond  the  Bhie  llidge, 
and  had  offered  to  send  a  guard  to  escort  her.  She  had  declined 
the  offer,  not  eonadering  herself  in  daager.  Lund  Washington 
was  equally  fi'ee  from  apprehensions  on  the  subject,  "  Lord 
Dunmore,"  writes  he,  "  wiU  hardly  himself  venture  up  this  river, 
nor  do  I  believe  he  will  send  on  that  errand.  You  may  depend 
I  will  be  watchful,  and  upon  the  least  alarm  persuade  her  to 

Though  alive  to  every  thing  concerning  Mount  Vernon,  Wash- 
ington agreed  with  them  in  deeming  it  in  no  present  danger  of 
molestation  by  the  enemy.  Still  he  felt  for  the  loneliness  of 
Mrs.  Washington's  situation,  heightened  as  it  nmst  be  hy  anxiety 
on  Ilia  own  account.  On  taking  command  of  the  aimy,  he  had 
held  out  a  prospect  to  her,  that  ho  would  rejoin  her  at  home  iti 
the  autumn;  there  was  now  a  probability  of  his  being  detained 
before  Boston  all  winter.  He  wrote  to  her,  therefore,  by  express, 
in  November,  inviting  her  to  join  him  at  the  camp.  He  at  the 
same  time  wrote  to  Lund  AVashington,  engaging  his  continued 
services  as  an  agent.  This  person,  though  bearing  the  same 
name,  and  probably  of  the  same  stoct,  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  in  any  near  degree  of  relationship.  Washington's  letter 
to  him  gives  a  picture  of  his  domestic  policy. 

"  I  will  engage  for  the  year  coming,  and  the  year  following, 
if  these  troubles  and  my  absence  continue,  that  your  wag^  shall 
be  standing  and  certain  at  the  highest  amount  that  any  one  yeai^'a 
crop  has  produced  you  yet.  1  do  not  offer  this  as  any  tempta- 
tion to  induce  you  to  go  on  more  cheerfully  in  prosecuting  those 
seheuies  of  mine.  I  should  do  injustice  to  you  were  I  not  to 
acknowledge,  that  your  conduct  has  ever  appeared  to  me  above 
every  thing  sordid ;  but  1  offer  it  in  consideration  of  the  great 
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charge  you  have  upou  your  liauds,  and  my  entire  dopendeuce  upon 
year  fidelity  and  JBdiieti-y. 

"  It  is  the  greatest,  indeed  it  is  the  only  comfortable  reflection 
I  enjoy  on  this  score,  that  my  huaincsa  ia  in  the  hands  of  a 
person  conceniing  whose  integrity  I  have'  not  a  doubt,  and  on 
whose  care  I  can  rely.  Were  it  not  for  this,  I  sliowld  feel  very 
ucliappy  on  account  of  the  situation  of  my  affairs.  But  I  am 
pereuaded  you  will  do  for  me  as  you  would  for  yourself." 

The  following  were  hia-noble  directions  concerning  Mount 
Vernon. 

'■  Let  the  hospitality  of  the  Iiouse  with  respect  to  the  poor  he 
kept  up.  Let  no  one  go  hungry  away.  If  any  of  this  kind  of  peo- 
ple should  he  in  want  of  corn,  supply  their  necessaries,  provided 
it  does  not  encourage  them  to  idleness;  and  I  have  no  ohjection 
to  your  giving  my  money  in  charity  to  the  amount  of  forly  or 
fifty  pounds  a  year,  when  you  think  it  well  bestowed.  What  I 
mean  by  having  no  ohjection  is,  that  it  is  my  desire  it  sliould  Ijo 
done.  Tou  are  to  consider  that  neither  myself  nor  vfife,  is  now 
in  the  way  to  do  dose  good  offices." 

Mrs.  Washington  caiae  on  with  ber  own  carriage  and  horses, 
accompanied  by  her  son,  Mr.  Gustis,  and  his  wife.  She  travelled 
by  vory  easy  stages,  partly  on  account  of  the  badness  of  tho 
roads,  partly  out  of  regai-d  to  tho  horses,  of  vrhioh  Washington 
■was  always  very  careful,  and  which  were  generally  remaikable  for 
beauty  and  eseellenee.  Escorts  and  guards  of  honor  attended 
her  from  place  to  place,  and  she  was  detained  some  time  at  Phila- 
delphia, by  the  devoted  attention  of  the  inhabitants. 

Her  arrival  at  Cambridge  was  a  glad  event  in  the  army.  lu- 
cidental  mention  ia  made  of  the  equipage  in  which  she  appeared 
tiere.     A  chariot  and  four>  with  black  postilions  in  scarlet  and 
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wliite  liveries.  It  hiis  heen  suggested  that  this  was  au  Englisli 
stylo  of  equipage,  derived  from  the  Fairfasea;  but  in  truth  it 
was  a  style  still  prevalent  at  that  day  in  Virginia. 

It  would  appear  tliat  dinner  invitatious  to  Lead-ijuartera, 
wore  becoming  matters  of  pride  and  solicitude.  "  I  am  much 
ohliged  to  you,"  writes  Washington  to  Eeed,  "for  the  hints 
respecting  the  jealousies  which  you  say  are  gone  abroad.  I  can- 
not charge  myelf  with  incivility  or  waat  m  my  opinion  is  tanta- 
mount CLremnnious  civility  to  gentlemen  of  this  colony;  but  if 
such  my  conduct  ajjieai'i  T  will  endeavor  at  s,  reformation;  as  I 
an  a  uic  you  my  deii  Beed  tl  at  I  iviih  to  walk  in  such  a  line 
tj  will  gM3  mo«t  general  s  iti'faction  You  know  that  it  was  my 
nioh  ^t  fliat  to  mMti,  a  tertain  number  to  dinner,  bat  uniatea- 
tioujll>  wc  fcomehow  or  ottei  miised  of  it  If  this  has  given 
1  ao  tl  the  ]ealou=!y  I  can  only  s\y  that  I  am  very  sorry  for  it; 
the  same  time  I  add  that  it  was  lather  owmg  to  inattention, 
c  moie  piopeily  too  much  attention  to  other  matters,  which 
caused  me  to  neglect  it." 

And  in  another  letter  : 

"  My  constant  attention  to  the  great  and  perplexing  objects 
which  continually  arise  to  my  view,  absorbs  all  lesser  considera- 
tions; and,  indeed,  scarcely  allows  me  to  reflect  that  there  is 
Kuch  a  body  as  the  General  Court  of  this  colony,  bit  when  I  am 
reminded  of  it  by  a  committee ;  nor  can  I,  upon  recollection, 
discover  in  what  instance  I  have  been  inattentive  to,  or  slighted 
them.  They  could  not  surely  conceive  tliat  there  was  a  propriety 
in  Tinbosoming  tlio  secrets  of  the  army  to  them;  that  it  was 
necessary  to  ask  their  opinion  in  throwing  up  an  intrenehment  or 
forming  a  battalion.  It  must  be,  therefore,  what  I  before  hinted 
to  you;  and  how  to  remedy  it  I  haidlyknow,  as  I  am  acijuainted 
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with.  few  of  tha  mem'bcru,  never  go  out  of  my  own  lines,  nor  koo 
any  of  theia  in  them." 

The  presence  of  Mra.  Waaliingtnn  soon  relieved  the  general 
from,  tisis  kind  of  perplexity.  She  presided  at  Lead-quarters 
with  mingled  dignity  and  affability.  Wc  Lave  an  anecdote  or 
two  of  the  internal  affairs  of  liead-ijnarters,  furnished  by  the  de- 
scendant of  one  who  was,  an  occasional  inmate  there. 

Washingtoa  had  prayers  morning  and  evening,  and  w^  regu- 
lar in  liis  attendance  at  the  church  in  which  be  was  a  communi- 
cant. On  one  occasion,  for  want  of  a  clergyman,  the  Episcopal 
service  was  read  by  Colonel  William  Palfrey,  one  of  Washmg- 
toa's  aides-de-camp ;  who  substituted  a  prayer  of  his  own  compo- 
sition in,  place  of  the  one  formerly  offered  up  for  the  king. 

Not  long  after  her  arrival  in  camp,  Mrs.  Washington  claimed 
to  keep  twelfth-night  in  due  style,  as  the  anniversary  of  her  wed- 
ding. "  Tho  general,"  says  the  same  infoi-mant,  "  was  somewhat 
thoughtful,  and  said  he  was  afraid  he  must  reftise  it."  His  ob- 
jections were  overcome,  and  twelfth-night  and  the  wedding  anni- 
versary wcro  duly  celebrated. 

There  seems  to  have  been  more  conviviality  at  the  c^uarters 
of  some  of  the  other  generals;  their  time  and  minds  were  less 
intensely  engrossed  by  anxious  cares,  having  only  their  individ- 
ual departments  to  attend  to.  Adjutant-genei'al  Mifflin's  house 
appears  to  have  been  a  gay  one.  "  He  was  a  man  of  education, 
ready  apprehension  and  brilliancy,"  says  Graydon;  "had  spent 
some  time  in  Europe,  particularly  in  France,  and  was  very  easy 
of  access,  with  the  manners  of  genteel  life,  though  occasionally 
evolving  those  of  the  Quaker."  * 

*  Qw,jim,'^  Womoii-s,  p.  Ui. 
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Mrs.  Adams  gives  an  aeeoant  of  an  evening  piuly  at  his 
house.  "I  was  very  politely  entertained  and  noticed  by  the 
generals,"  writes  she,  "  more  especially  General  Lee,  who  was  very 
urgent  for  me  to  tarry  in  town,  and  dino  with  him  and  the  ladies 
present  at  Hobgoblin  Hall;  but  1  excised  myself.  The  general 
was  determined  that  I  should  not  only  be  acquainted  with  him, 
hut  with  his  companions  too;  and  therefore  placed  a  chair  before 
me,  into  which  he  ordered  Mr.  Spada  (his  dog)  to  mount,  and 
present  his  paw  to  mo  for  a  better  acquaintance.  I  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  accept  it."  • 

John  Adams,  likewise,  gives  us  a  picture  of  festivities  at 
head-quarters,  where  lie  was  a  visitant  on  the  recess  of  Congress. 

"  I  dined  at  Col.  Mifflin's  with  the  general  (Waahington)  and 
lady,  and  a  vast  collection  of  other  company,  among  whom  were 
MX  or  seven  saeheius  and  warriors  of  the  French  Gaughnawaga 
Indians,  with  their  wives  and  children.  A  savage  feast  they 
made  of  it ;  yet  were  very  polite  in  the  Indian  style.  1  was  intro- 
duced to  them  by  the  general  as  one  of  the  grand  council  at 
Philadelphia,  which  made  them  prick  np  their  ears.  They  came 
and  shook  hands  with  mc."  t 

"While  giving  these  familiar  scones  and  occurrences  at  the 
camp,  wo  are  tempted  to  subjoia  one  furnished  from  the  manu- 
script memoir  of  an  eye  witness.  A  l^^i'ge  party  of  Virginia 
riflemen,  who  had  recently  arrived  in  camp,  were  strolling  about 
Cambridge,  and  viewing  the  colle^te  buildings,  now  tamed  into 
barracks.  Their  half-Indian  equipments,  and  fringed  and  ruffled 
hunting  garbs,  provoked  the  merriment  of  some  troops  from 

*  Letters  of  Mr.  Adams,  vol.  i.  p.  86. 

t  Adams's  Lstters,  vol.  ii.  p.  80.  Adams  adds,  that  they  made  him  "  low 
bows  Bud  Ecrapea" — a  land  of  homage  never  paid  by  an  Indian  warrior. 
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Marbleliead,  cliiefly  flshermeii  and  sailors,  wlio  thought  iiotli- 
ing  equal  to  the  round  jacket  and  ti'Owsers.  A  bantering  en- 
sued hetwcoa  them.  There  was  snow  iipon  the  ground,  and 
snowballs  began  to  fly  when  jokes  were  wanting.  The  parties 
waxed  warm  with  the  contfist  They  closed  aad  came  f  o  blows  ■ 
both  sides  were  veinforoed,  and  m  a  1  ttle  while  at  lea  t  a  tho 
sand  were  at  fisticuffs,  and  the  e  was  i  tumult  m  tl  e  camp  woithy 
of  the  days  of  Homer.  "At  th  s  junctuic  wr  tei  oar  nform 
ant,  "  Washington  made  his  an  arance  wl  etl  e  bi  aec  dent  o 
design,  I  never  knew.  I  saw  no  c  f  h  s  le  w  tli  h  1 
black  servant  just  behind  him  mo  nt  1  He  th  dw  th  br  He  i 
Ilia  own  horse  into  Lis  servint  s  liajil  p  an^  f  n  h  b  £e  t 
rushed  into  the  thickest  of  tlie  leke  se  zed  two  t  11  brawny 
riflemen  by  the  throat,  keeping  then  at  am  length  talkmg  to 
and  shaking  them." 

As  they  were  from  Lis  own  provinoe,  he  may  have  felt  pecu- 
liarly responsiblo  for  their  good  conduct;  they  were  engaged, 
too,  In  one  of  those  sectional  brawls  which  were  his  especial  ab- 
horrence ;  his  reprimand  must,  therefore,  have  been  a  vehement 
one.  He  was  commanding  ia  his  serenest  moments,  fcat  irresist- 
ible in.  Lis  bursts  of  indignation.  On  the  present  occasion,  we 
are  told,  liia  appearance  and  strong-handed  rebuke  put  an  instant 
end  to  the  tumult.  The  combatants  dispersed  in  all  directions, 
and  in  less  than  three  minutes  none  remaiacd  on  tho  ground  but 
the  two  lie  had  collared. 

The  veteran  who  leeords  thi'!  exeiciee  of  nubtary  authority, 
seems  at  a  loss  which  most  to  admue,  the  sunplictty  of  the  pro- 
cess or  the  vigor  with  which  it  was  admjnisteied  "Here," 
writes  he,  '•  bloodshed,  imprisonments,  trials  by  court  martial,  re- 
vengeful feelings  between  the  different  corps  of  tho  army,  were 
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happily  prevented  by  the  physical  and  mental  energies  of  u,  aingle 
perBon,  and  the  only  damage  resnltiEg  from  the  fierce  encounter 
was,  a  few  torn  hunting  frocks  and  round  jacketa"  * 

'  From  jnemoraiifla  written  at  an  advanoed  age,  ty  ihe  late  Hon.  Israel 
Trask ;  ■who,  ivlioii  but  ten  jema  old,  nna  in  the  camp  nt  Cambridge  with  Lis 
father,  who  was  a  licatenaut. 
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We  agMo  turn  from  the  siege  of  Boston,  to  tlie  invasion  of  Can- 
ada, wliich  at  that  time  aliai'ed  the  anxious  tliouglits  of  Wasliing- 
ton.  His  last  acoouuts  of  tlio  movemeubj  of  Arnold,  left  liim  at 
Point  Levi,  opposite  to  Quebec.  Sometliing  brilliant  fi-om  tbat 
daring  of&cer  was  antieipated.  It  was  bis  intention  to  cross  the 
river  immediately.  Had  he  done  so,  be  migbt  bave  carried  tbe 
town  by  a  coitp  de  main  ;  for  terror  as  well  aa  disaffection  pre- 
vailed among  tbe  inbabitants.  At  Point  Levi,  however,  be  was 
brought  to  a  Etand;  not  a  boat  was  to  be  found  there.  Letters 
which  he  bad  despatched  some  days  previously,  by  two  Indiana, 
to  GJenerals  Scbnyler  and  Montgomery,  had  been  carried  by  his 
faithless  mesaengera,  to  Caramhe,  the  lieutenant-governor,  who, 
thus  apprised  of  the  impending  tlauger,  had  caused  all  tbe  boats 
of  Point  Levi  to  be  either  removed  or  destroyed. 

Arnold  was  not   a  man  to  be  disheartened  by  difEeulties. 
With  great  exertions  he  procured  about  forty  birch  canoes  from 
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the  Caiiadians  and  Indians,  Tvith  forty  of  the  latter  to  navigate 
tliem  ;  hut  stormy  winds  arose,  and  for  some  days  tte  river  was 
too  boisterous  for  sucli  frail  eraft.  In  the  mean  time  the  garri- 
son at  Qaeljee  was  gaining  strength.  Eecruita  arrived  from 
Ifova  Scotia.  The  veteran  Maclean,  too,  who  had  heen  driven 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel  hy  the  detachment  under  Brown 
and  Livingston,  arrived  down  tlie  river  with  his  corps  of  Eoya.1 
Highland  Emigrants,  and  threw  himself  into  the  pla«e.  The 
Liztird  frigate,  the  Hornet  eloop-of-war,  and  two  armed  schooners 
were  stationed  in  the  river,  and  guard-boats  patrolled  at  night. 
The  prospect  of  a  successful  attack  upoa  the  place  was  growing 


Oa  the  13th  of  Ifovember,  Arnold  received  intelligence  t'hb.t 
"Montgomery  had  captured  St.  Johns.  He  was  instantly  roused 
to  emulation  His  men,  too,  were  inspirited  hy  the  news.  The 
wind  had  abated:  ho  determined  to  cross  the  river  that  very 
Tight  At  a  late  hour  in  the  evening  ho  embarked  with  the  first 
division,  pvineipally  riflemen.  The  river  was  wide ;  the  current 
rapid ;  tho  birch  canoes,  easy  to  be  upset,  reqnired  skilful  man- 
agement. By  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  large  part  of  his 
force  had  crossed  without  being  perceived,  and  landed  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  above  Cape  Diamond,  at  "Wolfe's  Cove,  so  called 
from  being  the  landing-place  of  that  gallant  commander. 

Just  then  a  guard-boat,  belonging  to  the  Lizard,  catne  slowly 
along  shore  and  discovered  them.  They  hailed  it,  and  ordered  it 
to  land.  Not  complying,  it  was  fired  into,  and  three  men  were 
killed.  The  boat  instantly  pulled  for  the  frigate,  giving  vocifer- 
ous alarm. 

Without  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  residue  of  his  men,  for 
whom  the  canoes  had  been  despatched,  Arnold  led  those  who  had 


,v  Google 


120  LIFE    OF    WASHINGTON.  [1775. 

laHdcd  to  tte  foot  of  tLe  cragged  defile,  once  sealed  hy  the  intrepid 
Wolfe,  and  scrambled  up  it  in  all  taste.  By  daylight  Lo  Iiad 
planted  liia  daring  flag  on  the  far-famed  Heights  of  Abraham. 

Here  the  maia  difficulty  stared  him  in  the  face.  A  strong 
line  of  walls  and  bastions  traversed  the  promontory  from  one  of 
its  precipitous  sides  to  the  other;  enclosing  the  upper  and  lower 
towns.  On  the  right,  the  great  bastion  of  Cape  Diamond  crowned 
the  rooky  height  of  that  name.  On  the  left  was  tlie  bastion  of 
La  Potaaso,  close  by  the  gate  of  St,  Johns  opening  upon  the 
barracks  ,■  the  gate  whcro  Wolfe's  antagonist,  the  gallant  Mont- 
calm, received  his  death  wound, 

A  council  of  war  was  now  held,  Arnold,  who  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  pLice,  was  for  dashing  forward  at  once  and 
storming  the  gate  of  St,  Johns.  Had  they  done  so,  they  might 
have  been  successful.  The  gate  was  open  and  unguarded. 
Through  some  blunder  and  delay,  a  message  from  the  commander 
of  the  Lizard  to  the  lieutenant-governor  had  not  yet  been  delir- 
ered,  and  no  alarm  had  reached  the  fortress. 

The  formidable  aspect  of  the  place,  however,  awed  Arnold's 
associates  in  council.  They  considered  that  their  whole  force  was 
but  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  men ;  that  nearly  one  third 
of  their  fire-arms  had  been  rendered  useless,  and  much  of  their  am- 
munition damaged  in  their  march  through  the  wilderness ;  they 
had  no  artillery,  and  the  fortress  looked  too  strong  to  be  carried 
by  a  coup  de  main.  Cautious  counsel  is  often  fatal  to  a  daring 
enterprise.  While  the  council  of  war  deliberated,  the  favorable 
moment  passed  away.  The  iieutenant-govemor  received  the  tardy 
message.  He  hastily  assembled  the  merchants,  officers  of  militia, 
and  captains  of  merchant  v^sels.  All  promised  to  stand  by 
him ;  ho  had  strong  distrust,  however,  of  the  French  part  of  the 
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population  an cl  til e  Canadian  militia;  liis  main  reliance  was  on 
Colonel  Macleaa  and  Jiis  Eojal  Highland  Emigrants. 

The  din  of  arms  now  resounded  thi'ougli  the  streets.  The 
cry  waa  up — "  The  enemy  are  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham  ! 
The  gate  of  St,  Johnis  is  open  !  "  There  was  an  attempt  to  shut 
it.  The  keys  were  not  to  be  found.  It  was  hastily  secured  by 
ropes  and  handspikes,  and  the  walls  looking  upon  the  heights 
were  soon  manned  by  the  military,  and  thronged  hy  the  populace. 

Arnold  paraded  his  men  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  walls, 
and  caused  them  to  give  three  hearty  cheers ;  hoping  to  excite  a 
revolt  in  the  place,  or  to  provoke  the  scanty  garrison  to  a  sally. 
There  were  a  few  seatterd  cheerings  in  return  ;  but  the  taunting 
bravado  failed  to  produce  a  sortie ;  the  governor  dared  not  ven- 
ture beyond  the  walls  with  part  of  his  garrison,  having  too  little 
confidence  in  the  loyalty  of  those  who  would  remain  behind. 
There  waf  some  firing  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  but  merely 
as  an  additional  taiint;  they  were  too  far  off  for  their  musketry 
to  have  effect.  A  large  cannon  on  the  ramparts  was  brought  to 
bear  on  them,  and  matches  were  procured  from  the  Lizard,  with 
which  to  fire  it  ofl;  A  few  shots  obliged  the  Americans  to  retire 
and  encamp. 

In  the  evening  Arnold  sent  fl  d  manding  in  the  name  of 
the  United  Colonies  the  sur  nd  t  tl  jlace.  Some  of  the 
disaffected  and  the  faint-heart  d  w  n  1  n  I  to  open  the  gates, 
but  were  held  in  check  by  the  mast  ff  I  yalty  of  Maclean,  The 
veteran  guarded  the  gate  with  his  Highlanders ;  forbade  all 
communication  with  the  besiegers,  and  fired  upon  their  flag  as 
an  ensign  of  rebellion. 

Several  days  elapsed.  Arnold's  flags  of  truce  were  repeat- 
edly insult«d,  but  he  saw  the  futility  of  resenting  it,  and  attacking 
VOL.  II.— 6 
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tlie  plaoe  with  his  present  meaus.  The  inhahitants  gradually 
recovered  from  their  alarm,  aad  aimed'  themselves  to  defend  their 
property.  The  sailors  and  marines  proved  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  garrison,  which  now  really  meditated  a  sortie. 

Arnold  received  information  of  all  this  from  friends  within  tho 
walla;  he  heoi-d  about  the  same  time  of  the  capture  of  Montreal, 
and  that  General  Oarleton,  having  escaped  from  that  place,  was 
on  his  way  down  to  Quebec.  He  tboaght  at  present,  therefore, 
to  draw  off  on  the  19th  to  Point  aux,  TremMes  (Aspen-tree 
Point),  twenty  miles  above  Quebec,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of 
General  Montgomery  with  troops  and  artillery.  As  his  little 
army  wended  its  way  along  the  high  bank  of  tho  river  towards 
its  destined  encampment,  a  vessel  passed  below,  which  had  just 
touched  at  Point  ans  Trembles.  On  board  of  it  was  General 
Garleton,  hurrying  on  to  Quebec. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  distant  booming  of  artOlery  told  of 
his  arrival  at  his  post,  wKere  he  resumed  a  stern  command.  Ho 
was  unpopular  among  the  inhabitants;  even  the  British  mer- 
chants and  other  men  of  business,  were  offended  by  the  coldness 
of  his  manners,  and  his  confining  hie  intimacy  to  the  military  and 
the  GanadLin  noblesse.  He  was  aware  of  his  unpopularity,  and 
looked  round  him  with  distrust;  his  first  measure  was  to  turn 
out  of  the  place  all  suspected  persons,  and  all  who  refused  to  aid 
in  its  defence.  This  caused  a  great  "trooping  out  of  town," 
but  what  was  lost  in  aumbers  was  gained  in  strength.  With  the 
loyally  disposed  who  remained,  he  busied  himself  in  improving 


Of  the  constant  anxiety,  yet  enduring  hope,  with  ■nhich 
Washington  watched  this  hazardous  enterprise,  we  have  evideueo 
in  his  Various  letters.     To  Arnold,  when  at  Point  Levi,  bafBed  in 
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tlie  expectation  of  finding  the  means  of  matitig  ii  clash  upon 
Quebec,  he  writes :  "  It  is  not  in  the  powev  of  any  man  to  com- 
mand success,  tut  you  have  done  more,  you  have  deserved  it ; 
and  before  this  time  (Dec.  5th),  I  hope  you  have  met  with  the 
laurels  which  are  due  to  your  toils,  in  the  possession  of  Quobce. 
"  I  have  no  doubt  tut  a  junction  of  your  detacliment  with 
the  ai'my  under  General  Montgomery,  is  effected  before  this.  If 
so,  you  will  put  yourself  under  his  command,  and  will,  I  am  pei- 
Biiaded,  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  to  finish  the 
glorious  work  you  have  begun." 
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Ih  ttc  niontli  if  Decombei'  a  vessel  had  bcon  captured,  bearmg 
sujphes  fiom  L  id  Duniuore,  to  the  army  at  Boston.  A  letter 
on  boaid,  fiom  his  lordship  to  General  Howe,  invited  him  to 
transfei  the  war  to  the  sonthera  colonies;  or,  at  all  events,  to 
send  remtorrementa  thither;  intimating  at  the  same  time  his  plan 
of  pioel-uming  liberty  to  indentured  servants,  negroes,  and  others 
appertaining  to  rehels,  and  inviting  them  to  join  his  majesty's 
troops  lu  a  vioul, — to  iufliet  upon  Virginia  the  horrors  of  a 
senile  wai 

"  If  this  man  is  not  cnisliod  before  spring,"  ivrites  Washing- 
ton, "  ha  will  become  the  most  formidable  enemy  America  has. 
His  strength  will  increase  as  a  snowball.  *  *  *  Motives  of 
resentment  actuate  his  eonduet  to  a  degree  equal  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  colony." 


,v  Google 


l"S:i  LEE'a   POLICY,  125 


Gonoral  Lee  took  the  occasion  to  set  forth  his  own  system  of 
policy,  wliich  was  particularly  rigid  wherever  men  in  siuthoi'ity 
and  toriea  were  concerned.  It  was  the  old  gradge  against  minis- 
ters and  their  adherents  Bet  on  edge. 

"  Had  my  opinion  been  thought  worthy  of  attention,"  would 
he  say,  "  Lord  Hunniore  woi.dd  have  been  disarmed  of  his  teeth 
and  claws."  He  would  have  seized  Tryon  too,  "and  all  his 
tories  at  New  York,"  and,  having  struck  the  stroke,  would  have 
applied  to  Congress  for  approbation. 

"  I  propose  the  followiug  measures,"  would  ho  add :  "  To  seize 
every  governor,  government  man,  placeman,  tory  and  enemy  to 
liberty  on  the  continent,  to  confiscate  theii'  estates ;  or  at  least  lay 
them  under  heavy  contributions  for  the  public.  Their  persons 
should  be  secured,  in  some  of  the  interior  towns,  as  hostages  for 
the  treatment  of  those  of  our  party,  whom  the  fortune  of  war 
shall  throw  into  their  hands ;  they  should  be  allowed  a  reasonablo 
pension  out  of  their  fortunes  for  their  maintenance."  * 

Such  was  the  policy  advocated  by  Lee  in  Ms  letters  and  con- 
versation, and  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  of  carrying  it  partly  into 
operation.  Khode  Island  had  for  some  time  past  been  domineered 
over  by  Captain  Wallace  of  the  royal  navy ;  who  had  stationed 
himself  at  Newport  with  an  armed  vessel,  and  obliged  the  place 
-to  famish  him  with  supplies.  Latterly  he  had  landed  in  Conan- 
icut  Island,  opposite  to  Newport,  with  a  number  of  sailors  and 
marines,  plundered  and  burnt  houses,  and  driven  off  cattle  for 
the  supply  of  the  army.  In  his  exactions  and  maraudings,  he 
was  said  to  have  received  countenance  from  the  tory  part  of  the 
inhabitants.     It  was  now  reported  that  a  naval  armament  was 

*  Lee  to  Kioli.  Hemy  Lee.     Am,  Archives,  4tli  Series,  iv.  248. 


,v  Google 


12(j  LIFE    OF    WASHINGTON.  [1"S- 

coming  from  Bostoa  against  the  island.  la  this  emergency,  tlie 
governor  (Cooke)  wrote  to  Waaliingtonj  rec[uesting  military  aiii, 
and  an  efficient  officer  to  put  tlie  island  in  a  state  of  defence,  sug- 
gesting tlie  name  of  General  Lee  for  the  purpose. 

Lee  undertook  the  task  with  alacrity.  "  I  sineerely  wish,"  said 
Washington,  "  he  may  be  able  to  do  it  with  effect ;  as  that  place, 
t  state,  is  an  asylum  for  such  as  are  disaffected  to 
1  liberty." 

Lee  set  out  for  Ithode  Island  with  hia  guai-d  and  a  party  of 
riflemen,  and  at  Providence  was  joined  by  the  cadet  company  of 
that  place,  and  a  number  of  minute  men.  Preceded  by  these,  he 
entered  the  town  of  Newport  on  Christnias  day,  in  military  style. 
While  there,  ho  summoned  before  him  a  number  of  persons  who 
liad  supplied  the  enemy ;  some  according  to  a  convention  original- 
ly made  between  Wallace  and  the  aatLoiities,  others,  as  it  was 
suspected,  through  tory  feelm^s  All  were  obliged  by  Lee  to 
take  a  test  oath  of  his  own  deM'^mg,  by  Tihich  they  '  religiously 
swore  that  they  would  neither  dututly,  nor  mdiiectly,  assist  the 
wicked  instruments  of  minisfeml  tyrinny  and  Tillamy  common 
ly  called  the  king's  troops  and  naxj,by  iumi^hmg  them  with  pio 
visions  and  refreshments,"  They  swoie,  moreoiei,  to  "  denounce 
all  traitors  before  the  public  authority,  and  to  take  arms  in  dc 
fence  of  American  liberty,  whenevci  reijuued  by  Congress  or  the 
provincial  authority."  Two  fustom  house  officeifc,  d,nd  another 
person,  who  refused  to  take  the  oith,  weie  put  undei  guard  and 
sent  to  Providence.  Llaving  Iiid  out  works,  and  gn  en  directions 
for  fortifications,  Lee  returned  to  camp  aftei  an  absence  ot  ten 
days.  Some  of  his  proceedings  were  lonsidered  too  high  hinded 
and  were  disapproved  by  Congie^i:      Llc  luadt  light  of  legi^la 
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i  must  not   be  tramuieUed   by   laws  in  wai 
s  are  legal." 

,ve  seea  General 
d  hope  Rhode  Island 
am  told  that  Captsun 
a  time  by  the  town  of 


tire  csnsures.     ''  One 

time,"  said  be ;  "  in  a  revolution,  all  n 

Washington  approved  of  his  measures. 
Lee  since  his  expedition,"  writes  he,  "  an 
will  derive  some  advantage  from  it.  I  i 
Wallace's  ships  have  heen  &■ 
Newport,  on  certain  conditions  stipulated  between  him  and  the 
committee.  *  *  «  I  know  not  what  pernicions  eoneetineaces 
may  result  from  a  precedent  of  this  sort.  Other  places,  circum- 
stanced as  Newport  is,  may  follow  the  example,  and  bj  that 
means  their  whole  fleet  and  army  will  bo  furnished  with  what  it 
highly  concerns  us  to  keep  from  them.  »  «  *  Vigorous  reg- 
ulations, and  such  as  at  another  time  would  appear  extraordinary, 
■M-e  now  become  absolutely  necessary  for  preserving  our  country 
against  the  strides  of  tyranny,  making  against  it."  * 

December  had  been  throughout  a  month  of  severe  trial  to 
Washington ;  during  which  he  saw  his  army  dropping  away  piece- 
ird  every  face  was  turned  as  soon  as 
an  end.     Scare  could  t 


meal  before  hia  eyes.     1 
the  term  of  enlistment 


ing  troops  be  kept  a  few  days  in  camp  uatil  militia  could  be  pro- 
cured to  supply  their  place,  Washington  made  repeated  and 
animated  appeals  to  their  patriotism ;  they  were  almost  unheeded. 
Ho  caused  popular  and  patriotic  songs  to  he  sung  about  the 
camp.  They  passed  by  like  the  idle  wind.  Home !  home ! 
home !  throbbed  in  every  heart.  "  The  desire  of  retiring  into  a 
chimney-corner,"  says  Washington  reproachfully,  "seized  the 
troops  as  soon  as  their  terms  expired." 

Can  wo  wonder  at  it  V     'i'hey  were  for  the  most  part  yeoman- 


'   Washington  to  Gov.  Cooke.      Sparks,  ii 
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ry,  unused  to  militjij  i  it  amt  n  il  siiffci  u„  11  th  I  irHij 
of  a  Btarveling  camp  aim  t  witli  u  hi  of  il:  ^inuli  of  tl  lii 
own  firesides. 

Greene,  through  ut  th  s  tryij,  mouth  wa  trntinually  Vy 
Washington's  side.  His  letteis  esjiiLismg  the  same  carPs  and 
apprehensions,  and  octasionally  m  the  same  lan^ua^i,  with  tho'ie 
of  the  eomraander-m  chief  show  how  c  mpletply  he  wa-*  m  his 
councils.  He  could  well  sympathize  with  him  in  his  solicitudes 
Some  of  his  own  Ehodo  Islind  tioop?  were  with  Arnold  m  hia 
Canada  expedition.  Others  encamped  on  Prospect  Hill,  and 
whose  order  aad  discipline  had  been  his  pride,  were  evincing  the 
prevalent  disposition  to  disband,  "  They  seem  to  be  so  sick  of 
this  way  of  life,  and  so  homesick,"  writes  he,  "  that  I  fear  the 
greater  part  of  the  beat  troops  from  our  colony  will  soon  go 
home."  To  provide  against  such  a  contingency,  he  strengtheaed 
his  encampment,  so  that,  "  if  the  soldiery  should  not  engage  as 
cheerfully  as  he  expected,  he  might  defend  it  with  a  less  num- 
ber." * 

Still  he  was  buoyant  and  cheei-ful  j  frequently  on  his  white 
horse  about  Prospect  Hill,  haranguing  his  men,  and  c 
to  keep  them  in  good  humor.  "  This  is  no  time  for  i 
the  soldiery,"  would  he  say,  "  when  their  aid  is  so  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  the  rights  of  human  nature  and  the  liberties  of 
America," 

He  wore  the  same  cheery  aspect  to  the  oommander-in-chief ; 
or  rather  he  partook  of  his  own  hopeful  spirit.  "  I  expect," 
would  he  say,  "  the  army,  notwithstanding  all  the  difUcultiea  we 
meet  with,  will  be  full  in  about  six  weeks." 

*  Greeiie  to  Ueniy  Ward. 
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It  was  this  loyalty  iu  time  of  trouble ;  tills  buoyancy  undei' 
depreaaion,  this  tkorough  patiiofasm,  whicli  woa  for  iiim  tiie  entiru 
cynfldenCB  of  W^hington 

Tiie  ttirty-fii'st  of  December  arrived,  the  crisis  of  tte  ai-my  ; 
for  with  that  month  expiied  the  last  of  the  old  terms  of  enliat- 
mont.  "  We  never  have  heen  so  weak,"  writes  Greene,  "  as  we 
shall  be  to-morrow,  wlien  we  dismiss  the  old  troops."  On  this 
day  "VTashiDgton  received  cheering  intelligence  from  Canada.  A 
jnnotioa  had  taken  pK^e  i  month  previously,  between  Arnold 
iind  Montgomery  at  Punt  aux  Tiemtles.  They  were  about  two 
thousand  strong,  and  wtie  making  every  preparation  for  attack- 
ing Quebec.  Carleton  wia  said  to  liave  with  him  but  about 
twelve  hundred  men,  the  niEtjonty  of  whom  were  sailors.  It  was 
thought  that  the  French  would  give  np  Quebec,  if  they  could  get 
the  same  conditions  that  wore  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mon- 
treal. * 

Thus  tlse  year  closed  upon  Washington  with  a  ray  of  light 
from  Canada,  while  all  was  doubt  around  bim. 

On  the  following  morning  (January  Ist,  1776),  his  army  did 
not  amount  to  ten  thonsaud  men,  and  was  composed  of  but  half- 
filled  regiments.  Even  in  raising  this  inadequate  foree,  it  had 
been  necessary  to  indulge  many  of  the  men  with  furloughs,  that 
they  might  visit  their  families  and  friends.  The  expedients 
resorted  to  in  equipping  the  army,  show  the  prevailing  lack  of 
arms.  Those  soldiers  who  retired  from  service,  were  obliged  to 
leave  their  weapons  for  their  successors ;  receiving  their  appraised 
value.  Those  who  enlisted,  were  required  to  bring  a  gun,  or 
were  charged  a  dollar  for  the  use  of  one  during  the  campaign. 
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Ho  who  broiigiit  a  blanket  was  allowed  two  dolkrs.  It  was  im- 
possible to  furnish,  uniforms;  the  troops,  therefore,  presented  a 
motley  appearance,  in  gai-ments  of  divei's  cuts  and  colors;  the 
price  of  each  man'a  garb  being  deducted  from  his  pay. 

The  detachments  of  militia  from  the  neighboring  provinces 
which  replaced  the  disbanding  troops,  remained  but  for  brief 
periods ;  so  that,  in  despite  of  every  effort,  the  lines  were  often 
but  feebly  manned,  and  migbt  easily  have  been  forced. 

The  anxiety  of  Washington,  in  this  critical  state  of  the  army, 
may  be  judged  from  his  corrrapondence  with  Reed.  "It  ia 
easier  to  conceive  than  to  describe  the  situation  of  ray  mind  for 
some  time  past,  and  my  feelings  under  our  present  circumstances," 
writes  he  on  the  4th  of  January.  "  Search  the  volumes  of 
history  through,  and  I  much  ciuestion  whether  a  case  similar  to 
ours  is  to  bo  found ;  namely,  to  maintain  a  post  against  the  power 
of  the  British  troops  for  sis  months  together,  without  powder, 
and  then  to  have  one  army  disbanded  and  another  raised  within 
the  same  distance  {musket  shot)  of  a  reinforced  enemy.  What 
may  be  the  issue  of  the  last  manceuvre,  time  only  can  unfold. 
I  wish  this  month  were  well  over  our  head.  "  »  *  "Wg  gj.g 
now  left  with  a  good  deal  less  than  half-raised  regiments,  and 
about  five  thousaad  militia,  who  only  stand  engaged  to  the 
middle  of  this  month ;  when,  according  to  custom,  they  will 
depart,  let  the  necessity  of  theii-  stay  be  ever  so  urgent.  Thus, 
for  more  than  two  months  past,  I  have  scarcely  emerged  from  one 
difficulty  before  I  have  been  plunged  in  another.  How  it  wUI 
end,  G-od,  in  his  great  goodness,  will  direct.  I  am  thankful  for 
his  protection  to  this  time.  We  are  told  that  we  shall  soon  get 
the  army  completed,  but  I  have  been  told  so  many  things  which 
have  never  come  to  pass,  that  I  distrust  every  thing." 
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lu  a  subsequent  letter  to  Mr.  Eoed,  he  reverts  to  the  subject, 
anA  poiira  fortk  bis  feelings  with  confiding  fraaikaess.  Wbat  can 
bo  more  touoliing  than  the  picture  be  draws  of  himself  and  bis 
lonely  vigils  about  bis  sleepiEg  camp?  "The  reflection  on  my 
Bitiiation  and  that  of  this  army,  produces  many  an  imiappy  bouv, 
wliec  all  around  me  are  wrapped  in  sleep.  Few  people  know  the 
predicament  we  are  in  on  a  thousand  accounts;  fewer  stil!  will 
believe,  if  any  disaster  happens  to  these  lines,  from  what  cause  it 
flows.  I  have  often  tbougtt  how  much  happier  I  should  have 
beeu,  if,  instead  of  accepting  the  command,  under  such  circum- 
stances, I  bad  taken  my  musket  on  my  shoulder  and  entered  the 
ranks ;  or,  if  I  could  have  justified  the  measure  to  posterity  and 
my  own  conscience,  bad  retired  to  the  back  country  and  lived  in  a 
wigwam.  If  I  shall  bo  able  to  rise  superior  to  these  and  many 
other  difficulties,  which  might  be  enumerated,  I  shall  most  reli- 
giously believe  that  the  finger  of  Providence  is  in  it,  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  our  enemies ;  for  surely  if  wo  get  well  through  this 
month,  it  must  be  for  want  of  their  knowing  the  disadvantages 
which  we  labor  under." 

Recurring  to  the  project  of  an  attack  upon  Boston,  which  he 
had  reluctantly  abandoned  in  deference  to  the  adverse  opinions 
of  a  council  of  war — "  Could  I  have  foreseen  the  difficulties 
which  have  come  upon  us;  could  I  have  known  that  such  a  back- 
wardness would  have  been  discovered  among  the  old  soldiers  to 
the  service,  all  the  generals  upon  earth  should  not  have  convinced 
me  of  the  propriety  of  delaying  an  attack  apon  Boston  till  this 
time.  When  it  can  now  be  attempted,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say ; 
but  thus  much  I  will  answer  for,  that  no  opportunity  eaa  present 
itself  earlier  than  my  wishes." 

In  the  midst  of  his  discouragements,  Washington  received  let- 
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ters  from  Kaos  'showing  the  &piiit  and  energy  with  which  he  was 
executing  his  Eiis>!ion,  m  quest  ot  oannon  and  ordnance  stores. 
He  tad  struggled  manfully  and  aucee^afuUy  with  all  kinds  of 
difficulties  from  the  ad\  anted  ueawn  md  head  winds,  in  getting 
them  from  Ticondei'oga  to  the  head  of  Lai  e  George,  "  Three 
days  ago,"  writes  he,  oa  the  17th  ff  December,  "it  was  very 
uncertMn  wliether  we  could  ^et  them  o\  ci  until  next  spring ;  bnt 
now,  please  God,  they  shall  go.  I  have  made  forty-two  exceed- 
ingly strong  sleds,  and  have  provided  eighty  yolce  of  oxen  to  drag 
them  as  far  as  Springfield,  where  I  shall  get  fre.sli  cattle  to  take 
them  to  camp." 

It  was  thns  that  hardships  and  emergencies  were  bringing  out 
the  merits  of  the  self-made  soldiers  of  the  Revolution ;  and 
showing  their  commander-in-chief  on  whom  he  might  rely. 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 


Earlt  ifl  tlie  month  of  January,  there  was  a  great  stir  of  prepa- 
ration in  Boston  harbor.  A  fleet  of  transports  were  taking  in 
supplies,  and  making  arrangements  for  the  emharkatioa  of  troops. 
Eomh-ketches  and  flat-hottomed  hoata  were  getting  ready  for  sea, 
aa  TTere  two  sloops-of-war,  wliich  were  to  convey  tke  armament. 
Its  destination  was  kept  eeeret ;  but  was  confidently  surmised  by 
Washington. 

In  the  preceding  month  of  October,  a  letter  had  been  laid 
before  Congress,  written  by  some  person  in  London  of  high  ered- 
ibility,  and  revealing  a  secret  plan  of  operations  said  to  have  been 
sent  out  by  ministers  to  tho  commanders  in  Boston.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  purport :  Possession  was  to  bo  gained  of  New  York 
and  Albany,  through  the  assistance  of  trovernor  Tryon,  on  whoso 
influence  with  the  tory  part  of  the  poplnlation,  much  reliance  was 
placed.     These  cities  were  to  be  very  strongly  gai-risoned.     All 
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■who  dicl  not  join  tlio  king's  forces  were  to  be  declared  rebels. 
The  Hudson  Kiver,  and  the  Bast  Elver  or  Sound,  -were  to  be 
commanded  by  a  number  of  small  men-of-war  and  cutters,  sta- 
tioned in  different  parts,  so  as  wholly  to  cut  off  all  communication 
by  water  between  Hew  York  and  the  provinces  to  the  northward 
of  it ;  and  between  New  York  and  Albany,  except  for  the  king's 
service ;  and  to  prevent,  also,  all  communication  between  the  city 
of  New  York  and  the  provinces  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  those  to  the  southward  of  them.  "  By  these  means," 
said  the  letter,  "  the  administration  and  their  friends  fancy  they 
shall  Booa  either  starve  out  or  retake  the  garrisons  of  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga,  and  open  and  maintain  a  safe  intercourse 
and  correspondence  between  Quebec,  Albany  and  New  York;  and 
thereby  offer  the  fairest  opportunity  to  their  soldiery  and  the 
Canadians,  in  conjunction  with  the  Indians  to  bo  procured  by 
Guy  Johnson,  to  mate  continual  irniptions  into  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  so  distract  and  divide  the 
Provincial  forces,  as  to  render  it  easy  for  the  British  army  at 
Boston  to  defeat  them,  breai  the  spirits  of  the  Massachusetts  peo- 
ple, depopulate  their  coimtry,  and  compel  an  absolute  subjection 
to  Great  Britain."* 

It  was  added  that  a  lord,  high  in  tlie  American  department, 
liad  been  very  particular  in  his  inquiries  about  the  Hudson  Biver; 
what  sized  vessels  could  get  to  Albany ;  and  whether,  if  bat. 
teries  were  erected  in  the  Highlands,  they  would  not  control  tht 
navigation  of  the  river,  and  prevent  vessels  from  going  up  ani 

This  information  had  already  cscited  solicitude  respecting  tJ 

*  Am.  Aroliives,  4th  Series,  iii.  laSl. 
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Hudson,  aud  led  to  measures  for  its  protection.  It  was  now 
Liariniaed  tliat  the  expedition  preparing  to  sail  from  Boston,  and 
which  was  to  be  conducted  hy  Sir  Hcniy  Clinton,  might  be  dea- 
tired  to  seize  tipon  Now  York.  How  was  the  apprehended  blow 
to  he  parried?  General  Lee,  who  was  just  returned  fi'om  his 
energetic  visit  to  Rhode  Island,  offered  his  advice  and  services  in 
the  matter.  In  a  letter  to  Washington,  he  urged  him  to  act  at 
once,  and  on  his. own  responsibility,  without  awaiting  the  tardy 
and  doubtful  sanction  of  Congress,  for  which,  in  military  matters, 
Lee  had  but  small  regard. 

"  New  York  must  be  secured,"  writes  he,  "  but  it  will  never, 
I  am  afrdd,  bo  secured  by  duo  order  of  the  Congi'ess,  for  obvious 
reasons.  They  find  themselves  awkwardly  situated  on  this  head. 
You  must  step  in  to  their  relief.  I  am  sensible  no  maji  can  be 
spared  from  the  linea  under  present  oircumetancoa  ■  bat  I  would 
IP  th  t  y  I  uld  d  ta  h  me  ato  C  nn  t  ut  ad  1  u  1 
i  n  m  t  coll  t  n  b  ly  of  1  nt  ^  I  m  a.  ur  d 
th  1 1    h  11  find  n     1  ih  ulty  n  as,  mb!  fii     at  aumb 

f      th    p    p  w    t  I       Th     1   dy    m      njun  t   a  (if    h 

h    Id    IP  t       unm  n  tl       )  w  tb  th     T       ) 

m     t     nl      th        n        d    t   I     d  &t   I  w     t  El     h    I 

t  w  11    ft    t  tl  t      t  N  w  1     1        d  th     xpul     n 

p]     sa   n     f    Ih  t    1  n  b  nltt      Si  who  h 

IP        1       L         II  nl       tl  tl     1     f  s  d      t  nt    n    f  a  tn 

^       t  th        tl      ty    f  C     g  N  t  t      ru  h  th    e      -p  ut 

b  fore  then  rittles  a  e  grown  vo  R  1  e    u  n     s. 

Th  B  manceuire  I  not  only  lb  nk  pr  dent  oul      ^h    ! 

b  ol  t  ly  n  ce    1  y  t     o         alvat    n      in  1     f        me  1 

d  utl>  hope    t  w  11     V  tl     y  ur  ap]     1  at  on    the    ooue      t 
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ft  I 

Vfa.  1  gnyllli  n''*'  dofLe  military  BuggestioaM, 
w^a  caut  oils  n  xe  e  n^  the  esX  ao  1  na  y  powers  so  recently 
sted  m  h  n  anil  fea  f  il  of  tianscend  ng  them.  John  Adams 
WM  at  tjit  t  me  a  the  t  m  ty  of  the  camp,  and  Le  sisked  his 
oj  n  u  18  to  the  piact  eah  1  ty  and  esped  ency  of  the  plan,  and 
whothe     t     la  |,ht  not  he  legardel  as  beyond  lijs  line," 

ilm-i  esolute  of  Bp  t  thou^J  t  tl  e  enterprise  might  easily 
b  tecompl  shed  hy  the  fr  nd?  of  1  bo  ty  m  New  York,  in  con- 
nect oa  w  th  the  Connect  c  t  peoj  le  wl  o  are  Tery  ready,"  said 
he      uj  on    aoh  oocjs  on 

As  to  the  expel  ency  he  irged  the  vast  importance,  in  the 
jrog  e  s  of  th  8  wai  of  the  e  ty  an  1  j;  vmce  of  New  York,  aad 
thi.  Hudson  T  )  e  ng  the  i  r  s  of  the  aorthero  aad  southern 

colon  3  1  It  nd  i  hey  to  the  whole  continent,  as  it  is  a  passage 
to  Ciaad  to  the  Ureat  LiLe  aal  t  all  the  Indian  nations. 
No  effort  to  secure  it  ought  to  be  omitted. 

That  it  was  witbin  tie  limits  of  Washington's  command,  ho 
considered  perfectly  clear,  he  being  "  vested  with  full  power  and 
authority,  to  act  aa  he  should  thiuk  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
the  service." 

If  there  was  a  body  of  people  on  Long  Island,  ai-med  to  op- 
pose the  American  system  of  defence,  and  furnishing  supplies  to 
the  British  anny  and  navy,  they  were  invading  American  liberty 
as  much  as  those  besieged  iu  Boston. 

If,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  a  body  of  tories  were  waiting 
only  for  a  force  to  protect  them,  to  declare  t 
side  of  the  enemy,  it  was  high  tune  that  city  was  secii- 
•■  Adams  to  Washingtoa,  Corr.  of  Hct.,  i.  118. 
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Thus  fortified,  iis  it  were,  hj  congreasioiial  sanction,  through 
one  of  its  most  important  members,  who  pronounced  New  York 
33  much  within  his  command  as  JIassaehusetts ;  he  ga^e  Lee  au- 
thority to  carry  out  his  plans.  He  was  to  raise  volunteers  in 
Connecticut ;  marct  at  their  head  to  New  Yort ;  call  in  military 
aid  from  New  Jersey;  put  the  city  and  the  posts  on  the  Hudson, 
in  a  posture  of  security  against  surprise ;  disarm  all  persons  on 
LoEg  Island  and  elsenhere,  inimicil  to  the  views  of  Congiess,  oi 
secure  them  m  bomc  othei  manner  if  necessaiy  ,  and  seize  upon 
all  medicines,  shirts  and  hlmLtts,  md  'itml  them  on  toi  the  usl 
of  the  Americtn  aimj 

Leo  departed  on  his  mi'tsion  on  the  ^th  of  January  On  the 
16tli,  he  was  at  New  Hi'tcn,  lailing  it  the  indecision  of  0  mgri'^s 
T hoy  bad  ordeied  the  enlistmcat  of  troops  toi  the  secunt\  of 
New  YoiL.  A  Connecticut  resiiment  under  Colonel  Waterburj 
had  been  laised,  erjuippcd,  and  on  the  point  of  embiiking  ioi 
Oyster  Biy,  on  Long  Island,  to  attack  the  tones,  who  weie  to  be 
attacked  on  the  other  side  by  Lord  Stirling,  "  when  suddenly," 
says  Lee,  "  Colonel  WatcrLury  receircd  an  order  to  disband  his 
regiment ;  and  the  torics  are  to  remain  unmolested  till  they  aro 
joined  by  the  king's  assassins." 

Ti-umbull,  the  governor  of  Conneetieut,  however,  "  like  a 
man  of  sense  and  spirit,"  had  ordered  the  regiment  to  be  re- 
assembled, and  Lee  trusted  it  would  soon  be  I'cady  to  march  with 
him.  "  I  shall  Bend  immediately,"  said  he,  "  an  express  to  the 
Congress,  infomiing  them  of  my  situation,  and  at  the  same  time, 
conjuring  them  not  to  suffer  tho  accursed  Provincial  Congress  of 
New  York  to  defeat  measures  so  absolutely  necessary  to  salva- 
tion." 

Lee's  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  showed  that  the  in- 
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stmctioDS  dictated  by  tlic .  moderate  and  considerate  spirit  of 
Washingtoa,  were  not  strong  enough  on  some  points,  to  suit  hia 
stern  military  notions.  Tlie  scheme,  amply  of  disarming  the 
tori<^,  seemed  to  him  totally  ineffectual ;  it  would  only  embitter 
their  minds,  and  add  virus  to  their  venom.  They  could  and 
would  always  be  supplied  with  fresh  arms  by  the  enemy.  That 
of  seizing  the  most  dangerous,  would,  from  its  vagueness,  be  at- 
tended with  some  bad  consequences,  and  could  answer  no  good 
one.  "  The  plan  of  explaining  to  these  deluded  people  the 
justice  of  the  American  cause,  is  certainly  generous  and  hu- 
mane," observed  he;  "but  I  am  afraid  will  be  fruitless.  They 
are  so  riveted  in  their  opinions,  that  I  am  persuaded,  should  an 
angel  descend  from  heaven  with  his  golden  trumpet,  and  ring  in 
their  ears  tliat  their  conduct  was  criminal,  he  would  be  disre- 
garded." 

Lee  s  n  tion  of  the  policy  proper  in  the  present  case  was,  to 
distrm  the  d  affected  of  all  classes,  sitppljmag  oui-  own  troops 
with  the  irmg  thus  seized  to  apprise  their  estates,  and  oblige 
them  to  lepcit  it  lea^t  one  half  the  value  with  the  Continental 
Oongi  s  as  a  security  foi  good  behavior ;  to  administer  the 
strongest  oath  thit  coidd  be  devised,  that  they  would  act  offen- 
sively inl  defensively  in  support  of  the  common  rights;  and 
finallv  to  traniter  all  'u(,li  as  should  prove  refractory,  to  some 
place  m  the  mteiior    vheic  they  would  not  be  dangerous. 

The  pejilo  f  New  York,  at  all  times  very  esoitable,  were 
thrown  mto  a  ].anio  on  heirmg  that  Lee  was  in  Connecticut,  on 
his  way  to  take  militarj  possession  of  the  city.  They  appre- 
hended his  appearance  there  would  provote  an  attack  from  the 
ships  in  the  harbor.  Some,  who  thought  the  war  about  to  bo 
brought  to  tieir  own  doors,  packed  up  their  effects,  and  made  off 
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into  the  country  wltli  their  wives  and  eliildrDn.  Others  hclea- 
guered  the  committee  of  safety  with  entreaties  against  the  depre- 
cated pi'otectioa  of  General  Lee.  The  committee,  through  Pierre 
Van  Oortlandt,  their  chairman,  addressed  a  letter  to  Lee,  inquir- 
ing into  the  motiyes  of  his  coming  with  an  ai-my  to  Now  ¥ork, 
and  stating  the  incapacity  of  the  city  to  act  hostilely  against  the 
ships  of  war  in  port,  from  deficiency  of  powder,  and  a  want  of 
military  worlta.  For  these,  and  other  reaions,  they  nrged  the 
impropriety  of  provoking  hostilities  for  the  present,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  "  saving  appearances,"  with  the  ships  of  wixr,  till  at 
least  the  month  of  March,  when  they  hoped  to  be  al)l.'  to  face 
tlieir  enemies  with  some  countenance. 

"We,  therefore,"  continued  the  letter,  "ardently  wish  to  re- 
main in  peace  for  a  little  time,  and  doubt  not  we  have  assigned 
au£E.cient  reasons  for  avoiding  at  present,  a  dilemma,  in  which  the 
entrance  of  a  large  body  of  troops  into  the  city,  will  almost  cer- 
tainly involve  us.  Should  you  have  such  an  entrance  in  design, 
we  bog  at  least  the  troops  may  halt  oa  the  western  confines  of 
Connecticut,  till  we  have  been  honored  by  you  with  such  an  ex- 
planation on  this  important  subject,  as  you  may  conceive  your 
duty  may  pei-mit  you  to  enter  upon  with  us,  the  grounds  of 
which,  you  may  easily  see,  ought  to  he  kept  an  entire  secret." 

Lee,  in  reply,  dated  Stamford,  Jan.  23d,  disclaimed  all  inten- 
I  ion  of  commencing  actual  hostilities  against  the  men-of-war  in 
the  harbor ;  his  instructions  from  the  commander-in-chief  being 
solely  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  post  in  the  city,  or  lodg- 
ing themselves  on  Long  Island.  Some  subordinate  purposes 
were  likewise  to  be  executed,  which  were  much  more  proper  to  be 
commaaieated  by  word  of  mouth  than  by  wi-iting.  In  compli- 
aaee  with  the  wishes  of  the  committee,  he  promised  to  carry  with 
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liim  into  tlie  town  just  troops  enough  to  Becure  it  i  ut,t  anj 
present  designs  of  the  enemy,  leaving  his  main  foice  on  t!  o  west 
era  border  of  Connecticut.  "  I  give  you  my  woi  1  ad  led  he 
"  that  no  active  service  is  proposed,  as  you  setm  to  api  rehen  I 
If  the  ships  of  war  are  quiet,  I  shall  be  quiet  but  I  declait 
solemnly,  that  if  they  make  a  pretext  of  my  presence  ti  fire  on 
tiio  town,  the  first  house  set  on  flames  by  their  gnns  shall  be  the 
funeral  pile  of  some  of  their  best  friends." 

Ill  a  letter  to  Washiagton,  written  on  the  following  day,  he 
says  of  his  recruiting  success  in  Connecticut :  "  I  find  the  people 
throughout  this  province,  more  alive  and  zealous  than  my  most 
sanguine  expectations.  I  believe  I  might  have  collected  two 
thousand  volunteers.  I  take  only  foiir  companies  with  me,  and 
Waterbury's  regiment.  *  *  •*  These  Connecticutians  are,  if 
possible,  more  eager  to  go  out  of  their  country,  than  they  are  to 
return  home,  when  they  have  been  absent  for  any  considerable 
lime." 

Speaking  of  the  people  of  New  York,  and  the  letter  from 
their  Provincial  Congress,  which  he  encloses  ;  "  The  whtgs,"  says 
he,  "  I  mean  the  stoat  ones,  are,  it  is  said,  very  desirous  that  a 
body  of  troops  should  march  and  he  stationed  in  the  city — the 
timid  ones  are  averse,  merely  from  the  spirit  of  procrastination, 
which  is  the  characteristic  of  timidity.  The  letter  from  the 
Provincial  Congress,  yon  will  observe,  breathes  the  very  essence 
of  this  spirit ;  it  is  wofully  hysterical." 

By  the  by,  the  threat  contained  in  Leo's  reply  about  a 
"  funeral  pile,"  coming  from  a  soldier  of  his  mettle,  was  not  cal- 
culated to  soothe  the  hysterical  feelings  of  the  committee  of 
safety.  How  he  conducted  himself  oa  his  arrival  in  the  city,  we 
shall  relate  in  a  future  chapter. 
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Frosi  amid  surrounding  pei-plexities,  Washington  still  turned  a 
hopeful  cje  to  Cunada.  He  expected  daily  to  receive  tidingia 
that  Montgomery  and  Arnold  were  within  the  walla  of  Qnehee, 
itnd  he  had  even  written  to  the  former  to  forward  as  much  its 
could  be  spared  of  the  large  quantities  of  arms,  blankets,  clothing 
a.iid  other  military  stores,  said  to  be  deposited  there ;  the  army 
before  Boston  being  in  great  need  of  such  supplies. 

On  the  18th  of  January  came  despatches  to  him  from  Gen- 
oral  Sohuyler,  confammg  withering  tidings.  The  following  is 
the  purport.  Montgomeiv,  on  the  2d  of  December,  the  day  after 
his  arrival  at  Point  aui.  Trembles,  set  off  in  face  of  a  driving 
iiuow-storm  for  Quebec,  and  irrived  befoi-o  it  oa  the  5th,  The 
works,  from  then  gieafc  estent,  appeared  to  him  incapable  of 
being  defended  by  the  actual  garrison;  made  up,  as  he  said,  of 
■'  Maelean's  banditti,"  the  stulors  from  the  frigates  and  othei 
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voaacla,  together  witli  tlio  citizens  obliged  to  take  up  arms ;  most 
of  whom  were  impatient  of  the  fetignes  of  a  siege,  and  wished  to 
see  matters  accommodated  amicably.  "  I  propose,"  added  he, 
"  amusing  Mr.  Carieton  with  a  formal  attack,  erecting  batteries, 
&c.,  but  mean  to  assanlt  the  worlcs,  I  beUeve  towards  the  lower 
town,  which  is  the  weakest  part." 

According  to  his  own  account,  Ida  whole  force  did  not  exceed 
nine  hnndred  effective  men,  three  hundred  of  whom  he  had 
brought  with  him ;  tlie  rest  he  found  with  Colonel  Arnold. 
The  latter  he  pronounced  an  exceeding  fine  corps,  inured  to  fa- 
tigue, and  well  accustomed  to  a  cannon  sliot,  having  served  at 
Cambridge.  "  There  is  a  style  of  discipline  among  them,"  adds 
he,  "  much  superior  to  what  I  have  been  used  to  see  in  this  cam- 
paign. He,  himself  (Arnold),  is  active,  intelligeat  and  enterpris- 
ing. Fortime  often  baffles  the  sanguine  expectations  of  poor 
mortals.  I  am  not  intosicated  with  her  favors,  but  I  do  think 
there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  success."  "■ 

On  the  day  of  his  arrival,  he  sent  a  fla^  with  a  summons  to 
surrender.  It  was  fired  upon,  and  obliged  to  retire.  Exasper- 
ated at  this  outrage,  whicli,  it  is  thought,  was  committed  fcy  the 
veteran  Maclean,  Montgomery  wrote  ua  indignant,  reproachful, 
and  even  menacing  letter  to  Carieton,  reiterating  the  demand, 
magnifying  the  number  of  his  troops,  and  warning  him  against 
the  coi^equences  of  an  assault.  l?inding  it  was  rejected  from 
the  walls,  it  was  conveyed  in  by  a  woman,  together  with  letters 
addressed  to  the  principal  merchants,  promising  great  indulgence 
in  case  of  immediate  submission.  By  Carleton's  orders,  the 
messenger  was  sent  to  prison  for  a  few  days,  and  then  drummed 
out  of  town. 

«  Montgomery  to  Sdiujler,  IJec.  fl. 
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Montgomery  now  prepared  for  an  attack.  Tlie  ground  \i.\s 
frozen  to  a  great  depth,  and  coyered  with  snow ;  lie  was  scantily 
provided  with  intrenching  tools,  aad  had  only  a  field  train  of  ar- 
tillery, and  a  few  mortars.  By  dint  of  esoesseive  lahnr  a  breast- 
work was  thrown  up,  four  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  walls 
and  opposite  to  the  gate  of  St.  Louis,  which  is  nearly  in  tho 
centre.  It  was  formed  of  gabions,  ranged  side  by  side,  and  filled 
with  snow,  oyer  which  water  was  thrown  until  thorougidy  frozen. 
Here  Captain  Lamb  mounted  five  light  pieces  and  a  howitzer. 
Several  mortars  were  placed  in  the  suburbs  of  St,  Eoque,  which 
extends  on  the  left  of  the  promontory,  below  the  heights,  and 
nearly  on  a  level  with  tho  river. 

From  the  "  Ice  Battery  "  Captain  Lamb  opened  a  well-sus- 
tained and  well-directed  fire  upon  the  walls,  but  his  field-piecea 
were  too  light  to  be  effective.  With  his  howitzer  he  threw  sliells 
into  the  town  and  set  it  on  fire  in  several  places.  For  five  days 
and  nights  the  garrison  was  kept  on  the  alert  by  the  teasing  fire 
of  this  battery.  The  object  of  Montgomery  was  to  harass  the 
town,  and  increase  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  inhabitants.  His 
flag  of  truce  being  still  fired  upon,  he  caused  the  Indians  in  his 
camp  to  shoot  arrows  into  the  town,  having  letters  attached  to 
them,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants,  representing  Carleton's  refusal 
to  treat,  and  advising  them  to  rise  in  a  body,  and  compel  him. 
It  was  all  iu  vain ;  whatever  might  have  been  the  disposition  of 
the  inhabitants,  they  were  completely  under  the  control  of  the 
military. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day,  Montgomery  paid  a  visit  to 
the  ice  battery.  The  heavy  artillery  from  the  wall  had  repaid 
its  ineffectual  fire  with  ample  usury.  The  brittle  ramparts  had 
been  shivered  like  glass ;  several  of  the  guns  had  been  i 
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TiBpless  Just  as  they  arrived  at  the  Lattery,  a  sliot  from  tte 
fortiess  dismounted  one  of  the  guns,  and  disabled  many  of  tlio 
men  A  second  shot  immediately  following,  was  almost  as  do- 
btnictn  e  "  This  is  warm  work,  sir,"  said  Montgomery  to  Cap- 
tain Lamb.  "  It  is  indeed,  and  certainly  no  place  for  you,  sir." 
"  Why  so,  captain  ?  "  "  Because  there  ai-c  enough  of  wa  here  to 
be  killed,  without  the  loss  of  yon,  which  would  he  irreparable." 

The  general  saw  the  insuf&ciency  of  the  batteiy,  and,  on  re- 
tiring, gave  Captain  Lamb  pennission  to  leave  it  whenever  ho 
thought  proper.  The  veteran  waited  iintil  after  dark,  when,  ! 
curing  all  the  guns,  he  abandoned  the  i-nined  redoubt.  The  gen- 
eral in  this  visit  was  attended  by  Aai-on  Burr,  whom  he  had  aj 
pointed  his  aide-de-camp.  Lamb  wondered  that  he  should  ei 
cumber  himself  with  such  a  boy.  The  perfect  coolness  and  sel 
possession  with  which  the  youth  mingled  in  this  dangerous  sceni 
and  the  fire  which  sparkled  in  his  eye,  soon  convinced  Lamb,  ai 
cording  to  his  own  account,  that  "  the  young  volunteer  was  no 
ordinary  man."  * 

Nearly  three  weeks  had  been  consumed  in  these  futile  opera- 
tions. The  army,  ill-clothed,  and  ill-provided,  was  becoming  im- 
patient of  the  rigors  of  a  Canadian  winter;  the  term  for  which 
part  of  the  troops  had  enlisted  would  espire  with  the  year,  and 
they  already  talked  of  returning  home.  Montgomery  was  sadly 
conscious  of  the  insufficiency  of  his  means;  still  he  could  not  en- 
dure the  thoughts  of  retiring  from  before  (be  place  without 
striking  a  blow.  He  knew  that  much  was  expected  from  him,  in 
consequence  of  his  late  achievements,  and  that  the  eyes  of  the 
public  were  fixed  upon  this   Canadian  enterprise.     He  deter- 

»  Life  of  John  lamb,  p,  125. 


,v  Google 


^Ti^-J  rREPARATIOHS    FOR   ASSAULT.  145 

mnel  thei  f  to  ittempt  to  cairy  tl  pla  }jesrxlid  Ono 
tluid  of  h  ■!  men  T\ere  t  Bet  fire  to  the  Loa^s  and  stocl  adc  of 
the  'ibuib  of  ^t  Ror[uo  and  force  the  haniers  of  tho  kwo 
town  while  the  man  hoJy  should  stale  the  bastion  of  (  ijj 
Bnmond 

It  waa  ^  hazar  1  us  ilmo'.t  a  de'^pciatc  jroj?  t  ytithianiet 
w  til  thn  appiobati  n  of  m  litarj  men  He  cilc  dited  up  u  tl  n 
leyotion  and  daring  spirit  of  his  men  upon  the  disc  nts,nt 
wl  leh  prevailed  ^moDg  the  OautdianB  and  upon  the  lucompp 
tcticy  of  the  garrison  for  the  defence  of  such  extensive  worLb 

In  legard  to  the  devotion  of  his  men  he  was  threatened  with 
d  lappo  ntmeut  When  the  plan  of  ■wault  was  sufcinitfed  ti  a 
c  uneil  ot  nti  three  of  the  tapt'jins  m  Arnolds  duision  the 
teims  Df  whn=e  c  mianies  weri,  mar  esputng  declined  to  serve 
mien's  they  and  theu  men  could  he  tr'msterred  to  another  com 
mand  Phis  ilmost  mutinous  movement  it  is  supposed  was  fo 
ented  hy  Arnolds  old  alvei^ary  Mapr  Brown  and  it  wis  ■nith 
mfm  te  dAculiy  M  ntj,omery  succeeded  in  overcommg  it 

The  hddtr?  were  now  provided  for  the  escalade  and  Mont 
f.oni  ly  waite  1  with  impatience  for  a  favoriblo  night  to  put  it 
into  execution  Sniallp  x  inl  desertion  had  reduced  his  little 
army  to  scv  n  hundied  ind  fifty  men  From  certain  movements 
ot  the  enemy  it  wts  suim  se  I  that  the  leserters  had  revealed  his 
plan  He  changed  theieffre  the  arrangement  Colonel  In 
ins:ston  wis  to  make  a  false  attack  on  the  gate  ot  %t  Johns  an  1 
spt  file  to  it  MijDr  Brown  with  an  ther  detachment  was  t 
menace  the  bastt  n  cf  Cape  Pnmjnl  Arnold  with  three  hi 
Ire  1  an  I  hftj  if  the  hardy  fellow>  who  had  followed  him  through 
the  wilderness,  strengthened  by  Captain  Lamb  and  forty  of  his 
company,  was  to  assault  the  euhurbs  and  batteries  of  St.  llo<iue ; 
VOL.  ir. — 7 
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vhilc  "MLiitEomeiv  ^utL  the  rcwdue  of  hia  fortP',  w^^  to  ii'-s 
below  the  bufction  at  Cape  Diamond,  defile  along  the  river  c«ry 
the  defenoes  at  DrummoEds  Wharf,  and  thus  entei  the  lowr 
town  on  one  side,  while  Arnold  forced  his  wiy  into  it  on  the 
other  These  movements  were  al!  to  be  made  it  thf,  lamo  time, 
on  the  diifiharge  of  signal  rockets,  thus  distracting  tht,  tnojjy, 
a  d  calling  then  ittention  to  four  several  points 

On  the  31st  of  Decemher,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
troops  repaired  to  their  several  destinations,  under  cover  of  a 
violent  snow-stovm.  By  some  accident  or  mistake,  such  as  is  apt 
to  occur  in  complicated  plans  of  attack,  the  signal  Mcketa  were 
lot  off  before  the  lower  divisions  had  time  to  get  to  their  fighting 
ground.  They  were  descried  by  one  of  Maclean's  Highland  offi- 
cers, who  gave  the  alarm.  Livingston,  also,  failed  to  make  the 
ialse  attack  on  the  gate  of  8t,  Johns,  which  was  to  have  caused 
a  diversion  favorable  to  Arnold's  attack  on  the  suburb  below. 

The  feint  by  Major  Brown,  on  the  bastion  of  Cape  Diamond, 
was  successful,  and  concealed  the  march  of  General  Montgomery. 
That  gallant  commander  descended  from  the  heights  to  "Wolfe's 
CoVe,  and  led  his  division  along  the  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
round  the  beetling  promontory  of  Gape  Diamond.  Tho  nai-row 
approach  to  tlie  lower  town  in  that  direction  was  traversed  by  a 
picket  or  stockade,  defended  by  Canadian  militia ;  beyond  which 
was  a  second  defence,  a  kind  of  block-house,  forming  a  battery  of 
small  pieces,  manned  by  Canadian  militia,  and  a  few  seamen,  and 
commanded  by  the  captain  of  a  transport.  The  aim  of  Mont- 
gomery was  to  come  upon  these  barriers  by  surprise.  Tho  pass 
which  they  defended  is  formidable  at  all  times,  having  a  swift 
rivet  oo  one  side,  and  overhanging  precipicoa  on  tho  other ;  but 
at  this  time  was  rendered  peculiarly  difficult  by  drifting  snow, 
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and  ))y  great  maasos  of  iee  piled  on  eacli  other  at  the  foot  of 
the  cliffs. 

The  troops  Jiia5e  their  way  painfully,  in  extended  and  strag- 
gling files,  along  tie  narrow  footway,  and  over  tho  slippery  piles 
of  ice.  AiuDHg  the  foremost,  were  some  of  the  first  New  York 
regiment,  led  on  by  Captain  Cheeseman.  Montgomery,  who  was 
familiar  with  them,  urged  tliom  on.  "  Forward,  men  of  New 
Tori; !  "  cried  he.  "  You  are  not  the  men  to  flinch,  when  your 
general  leads  you  on !  "  In  his  eagerness,  he  threw  himself  far 
in  the  advance,  with  his  pioneers  and  a  few  officers,  and  made  a 
lash  at  tlie  first  bamer  Tlie  Canadians  stitioned  there,  taken 
1  y  surprise  madu  i  few  i  ^ndom  shots  then  threw  down  their 
muskfts  lud  fled  Montgomery  spiaiig  f>rward,  aided  with  his 
own  hind  to  [luik  down  tjic  picket**  which  the  pioneers  were 
swing  and  having  madi  a  breach  suffieientlj  wide  to  admit  three 
or  four  men  abreast,  entered  sword  in  hand,  followed  by  his  stafF, 
Captain  Cheeseman,  and  some  of  kis  men.  The  Canadians  had 
fled  from  the  pieket  to  the  battery  or  block-house,  but  seemed  to 
have  carried  the  panic  with  them,  for  the  battery  remained  silent 
Montgomery  felt  for  a  moment  as  if  the  surprise  had  been  com- 
plete. Ho  paused  in  the  breach  to  rally  on  the  troops,  who  were 
Btumbling  along  the  difficult  pass.  "Push  on,  my  brave  boys," 
iiricd  he,  "  Quebec  is  oui's  ! " 

lie  again  dashed  forward,  but,  when  within  forty  paces  of  the 
battery,  a  discharge  of  grape-shot  from  a  single  cannon,  made 
deadly  havoo.  Mongtomery,  aJid  McPherson,  one  of  his  aides, 
were  killed  oa  the  spot.  Captain  Cheeseman,  who  was  leading 
on  his  New  Yorkers,  received  a  canister  skot  through  the  body ; 
made  an  effort  to  rise  and  push  forward,  bat  fell  back  a  corpse ; 
with  him  fell  his  orderly  sergeant  and  several  of  his  men.     This 
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fearful  slaughter,  and  the  death  of  their  general,  tlirew  every 
thing  in  confiision.  The  officer  next  in  lineal  rank  to  the  general, 
was  far  in  the  rear;  in  this  emergeccj,  Coionel  Camphell, 
quarter-master-general,  took  the  command,  hut,  instead  of  rallj- 
ing  the  men,  and  endeavoring  to  effect  the  junction  with  Arnold, 
ordered  a  retreat,  and  ahandoned  the  half-won  field,  leaving  he- 
hind  him  the  bodies  of  the  slain. 

While  all  this  was  occurring  on  the  side  of  Cape  Diamond, 
Arnold  led  his  division  against  the  opposite  side  of  the  lower 
town  along  the  suburb  and  street  of  St^  Roque.  Like  Montgom- 
ery, he  took  the  advance  at  the  head  of  a  forlorn  hope  of  twenty- 
five  men,  accompanied  by  his  secretary  Oswald,  formerly  one  of 
his  captains  at  Ticonderoga.  Captain  Lamb  and  his  artillery 
company  came  next,  witli  a  field-piece  mounted  on  a  sledge. 
Then  cimie  a  company  with  laddel^^  and  sealing  implements,  fol- 
lowed by  Morgan  and  his  riflemen.  In  the  rear  of  all  tliese 
came  the  main  body.  A  battery  on  a  wharf  commanded  the  Ear- 
row  pass  by  which  they  had  to  advance.  This  was  to  be  at^ 
tacked  with  the  field-piece,  and  then  scaled  with  ladders  by  the 
forlorn  hope ;  while  Captain  Morgan  with  his  riflemen,  was  to 
pass  round  the  wharf  on  the  ice. 

The  false  attack  which  was  to  have  been  made  by  Living-stou 
on  the  gate  of  St,  Johns,  by  way  of  diversion,  had  not  taieu 
place;  there  was  nothing,  therefore,  to  call  off  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  in  this  quarter  from  the  detachment.  The  troops,  as 
they  straggled  along  in  lengthened  file  through  the  drifting  snow, 
were  sadly  galled  by  a  flaaking  fire  oa  the  right,  from  walls  and 
pickets.  The  field-piece  at  length  became  so  deeply  embedded  iii 
a  snow-drift,  that  it  could  not  be  moved.  Lamb  sent  word  to 
Arnold  of  the  impediment ;  in  the  mean  time,  he  and  his  artillery 
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uorapany  were  brought  to  a  halt.  The  company  witb,  the  sealing 
ladders  would  have  halted  also,  having  been  toll  to  i.cep  in  the 
rear  of  the  artillery;  but  they  were  urged  on  by  Morgan  with  a 
thundering  oath,  who  pushed  on  after  them  with  his  riflemen  the 
artillery  company  opening  to  the  right  "jnd  left  to  let  them  pass 

They  arrived  iu  the  advance,  just  aa  Am  Id  wts  leading  on 
his  forlorn  hope  to  attack  the  barrier  Befoio  he  leached  it  a 
severe  wound  in  the  right  leg  with  a  irnisl  et  ball  completely  dis 
abled  him,  and  he  had  to  ho  borno  from  the  field  "Mtigin  lu 
stantly  took  the  commaad.  Just  then  Lamb  eiuie  up  with  his 
company,  armed  with  muskets  and  bayonets  having  received  or 
dei-s  to  abandon  the  field-piece,  and  tuppoit  the  idvanre  Oa 
wald  joined  him  with  the  forlorn  hope  The  bittery  which  ccin 
mandod  (he  defile  mounted  two  pipces  of  cannon  There  was  a 
discharge  of  grape-shot  when  the  assailints  weie  clo  e  undet  tlie 
muzzles  of  the  guns,  yet  but  one  man  was  killed  Befori,  theie 
could  be  a  second  discharge,  the  battery  was  cirried  1  y  a=siiilt 
some  firing  into  the  embrasures;  othcis  sealing  the  walls  Tbo 
captain  and  thirty  of  his  men  were  takm  pr  soners 

The  day  was  just  dawning  as  Morgan  kd  on  to  atl  ick  the 
second  barrier,  and  his  men  had  to  advance  under  a  fire  tiom  the 
town  walb  on  their  right,  which  incessantly  thmned  then  ranks 
The  second  barrier  was  reached ;  they  applied  their  si.  iling  li  1 
ders  to  storm  it.  The  defence  was  br  ive  ind  obstinate  1  ut  tlie 
defenders  were  at  length  driven  from  their  guns  ami  tho  1  attny 
was  gained.  At  the  last  moment  one  of  tho  gunceia  lan  ba  k 
Imstock  in  hand,  to  give  one  more  shot  Captain  Lamb  snapjed 
a  fusee  at  him.  It  missed  fire.  The  cinnonwas  discharged  and 
a  grape-shot  wounded  Lamb  in  the  heid  carrying  awayjirt  cf 
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thu  eheek-Titiut'.     Hu  was  borne  off  senseless,  to  a,  neighhor'mg 

The  iwo  barriers  being  now  taken,  tiie  way  on  this  side 
into  the  lower  town  beeiaed  open.  Morgan  prepared  to  enter  it 
witli  the  victorioi;^  vanguard ;  first  stationing  Captain  Dearborn 
and  some  provinciaia  at  Palace  Gate,  whioli  opened  down  into  tbe 
defile  from  the  upper  town.  By  this  time,  however,  the  death  of 
Montgomery  and  retreat  of  Campbell,  had  enabled  the  enemy  to 
turn  all  their  attention  in  this  direction.  A  large  detachment 
sent  by  General  Oarleton,  sallied  out  of  Palace  Ghite  after  Mor- 
gan had  passed  it,  surprised  and  captured  Dearborn  and  the 
guard,  and  completely  cut  off  the  advanced  party.  The  mMa 
body,  informed  of  the  death  of  Montgomery,  and  giving  up  the 
game  as  lost,  retreated  to  the  camp,  leaving  behind  the  field-piece 
which  Lamb's  company  had  abandoned,  and  the  mortars  in  the 
battery  of  St.  Roque. 

Morgan  and  his  men  were  now  hemmed  in  on,all  sides,  and 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  a  stone  house,  from  the  inveterate  fire 
which  assailed  theiu.  From  the  windows  of  this  houso  they  kept 
up  a  desperate  defence,  until  cannon  were  brought  to  bear  upon 
it.  Then,  hearing  of  the  death  of  Montgomery,  and  seeing  that 
there  was  no  prospect  of  relief,  Morgan  and  his  gallant  handful  of 
followers  were  compelled  to  surrender   themselves  prisoners  of 

Thus  foiled  at  every  point,  the  wrecks  of  the  little  army 
abandoned  their  camp,  and  retreated  about  three  miles  from  the 
town;  whore  they  hastily  fortified  themselves,  apprehending  a 
pursuit  by  the  garrison.  General  Carleton,  however,  contented 
himself  with  having  secured  the  safety  of  the  place,  and  remained 
cautiously  passive  until  he  should  be  properly  reinforced;    dis- 
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trusting  the  good  faith  of  the  motley  inhabitants.  Ho  is  said  to 
have  treated  the  prisoners  with  a  humanity  tho  more  honorable, 
considei-ing  the  "habitual  military  severity  of  Ms  temper;"  their 
lierolo  daring,  displayed  in  the  assault  upon  the  lower  town,  hav- 
ing excited  his  admiration. 

The  remains  of  the  gallant  Montgomery  received  a  sol- 
dier's grave,  within  the  fortifications  of  Quebec,  by  the  ears  of 
Cramahi5,  the  lieutenant-governor,  who  had  formerly  known  him. 

Arnold,  wounded  and  disabled,  had  boon  assisted  back  to  tlie 
camp,  dragging  one  foot  after  tlie  other  for  nearly  a  mile  in  great 
agony,  and  exposed  continually  to  the  musketry  from  the  walls  at 
fifty  yards'  distance,  wliich  shot  down  several  at  his  side. 

He  took  temporary  command  of  the  shattered  ai-my,  until 
General  Wooster  should  arrive  I'roia  Montreal,  to  whom,  he  sent 
an  express,  urging  him  to  bring  on  succor.  "  On  this  occasion," 
says  a  contemporary  writer,  "  he  discovered  the  utmost  vigor  of  a 
determined  mind,  and  a  genius  full  of  resources.  Defeated  and 
wounded,  as  he  was,  he  put  his  troops  into  such  a  situation  as  to 
keep  them  still  formidable.  * 

With  a  mere  handful  of  men,  at  one  time  not  exceeding  five 
hundred,  he  maintained  a  blockade  of  the  strong  fortress  from 
which  he  had  just  been  i-epulsed.  "  I  have  no  thoughts,"  writes 
he,  "of  leaving  this  proud  town  until  I  enter  it  in  triumph.  I 
am.  in  the  way  of  my  duty,  and  I  knotv  no  fear !  "  f 

Happy  for  him  had  he  fallen  at  this  moment. — Happy  for  him 
had  he  found  a  soldier's  and  a  patriot's  grave,  beneath  the 
rock-built  walls  of  Quebec     Those  walis  would  have  remsuued 
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enduriiig  monuments  of  hia  renown.  Ilia  name,  like  that  of 
MontgoTLiery,  would  Jiave  been  treaaured  up  among  tko  dearest 
though  most  mournful  recollections  of  hia  country,  sold  that 
country  would  have  teen  spared  the  shigle  traitorous  blot  that 
dims  the  bright  page  of  its  revolutionary  history. 
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5  letter  to  Washington,  announcing  tlie  recent  events, 
vi'itteii  with  manly  feeling.  "  I  wish,"  said  lie,  "  I  had  no 
d  njy  dear  general  this  melancholy  account.  My 
amiable  friend,  the  gallant  Montgomery,  is  no  more ;  the  hrave 
Arnold  is  woanded ;  and  we  have  met  with  a  severe  check  in  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  on  Qaebec.  May  Heaven  be  graciously 
pleased  that  the  misfortune  may  terminate  here  1  I  tremble  for 
our  people  ia  Canada." 

Alluding  to  his  recent  request  to  retire  from  the  army,  he 
writes :  "  Our  affairs  are   much   worse  than  when  I  made  the 
This  is  motive  sufficient  for  me  to  continue  to  serve  my 
Q  any  way  I  can  be  thought  most  serviceable ;  but  my 
n  be  but  little,  weak  and  indisposed  as  I  am." 


request, 
country  ii 
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Washington  was  deeply  moved  by  tlio  disastrous  intelligence, 
"  I  most  sincerely  condole  with  you,"  writes  he,  in  reply  to 
Schuyler,  "upon  the  fall  of  the  brave  and  worthy  Mont-goui- 
ery.  In  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  America  has  sustained  a 
heavy  los«.  I  am  much  eoncernecl  for  the  intrepid  and  enterpris- 
ing Arnold,  and  greatly  fear  that  consequences  of  the  most 
alarming  nature  will  result  from  this  well-intended,  but  unfortu- 
nate attempt." 

General  Schuyler,  who  was  now  in  Albany,  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  an  immediate  reinforcement  of  three  thousand  men  for  the 
army  in  Canada.  "Washington  had  not  a  man  to  spare  from  the 
army  before  Boston.  He  applied,  therefore,  on  his  own  I'esponai- 
bility,  to  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut,  for 
three  regiments,  which  were  granted.  Hia  prompt  measure  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  further  reinforcements 
were  ordered  from  the  same  quarters. 

gulieitude  was  awakened  about  the  interior  of  the  provlneo 
of  M'ew  York.  Arms  and  ammunition  were  said  to  be  concealed 
in  Tryon  County,  and  numbers  of  the  tories  in  that  neighborhood 
preparing  for  hostilities.  Sir  John  Johnson  had  fortified  Johnson 
Hall,  gathered  about  him  his  Scotch  Highland  tenants  and  Indian 
allicB,  and  it  was  rumored  he  intended  to  eaiTy  fire  and  sword 
along  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk. 

Schuyler,  in  consequence,  received  orders  from  Congress  to 
take  measures  for  securing  the  militai'y  stores,  disarming  the  dis- 
affected, and  apprehending  their  chiefs.  He  forthwith  hastened 
from  Albany,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  soldiers ;  was  joined  by 
Colonel  Herkimer,  with  the  militia  of  Tryon  County  marshalled, 
forth  on  the  frozen  bosom  of  the  Mohawk  River,  and  appeared 
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before  Sir  John's  stronjifhold,  near  Johnstown,  on  the  19tli  of 
January. 

Thus  belea^ered,  Sir  John,  after  much  negotiation,  capitu- 
lated. He  was  to  sun'ender  all  weapons  of  war  and  military 
stores  in  his  possession,  and  to  give  his  parole  not  to  take  arms 
against  Amerioa.  On  these  conditions  he  was  to  he  at  liberty 
to  go  as  far  westward  in  Tryon  Connty  as  the. German  Elats  and 
Kingsland  districts,  and  to  every  part  of  the  colony  to  tlie  outi 
ward  and  eastward  of  these  districts;  p  o  del  le  11  not  go 
into  iiny  seaport  town. 

Sir  John  intimated  a  trust,  that  he,  ^n  1  the  gentl  men  witl 
him,  would  bo  permitted  to  retain  such  a  n  is  were  their  own 
property.  The  reply  was  charaeterist  c  General  Sc!  lylei  s 
feelings  as  a  gentleman,  indnce  him  to  c  n  ent  that  S  J  hn 
Johnson  may  retain  the  few  favorite  fam  !y  arms  1  e  )  ik  ng  a 
list  of  them.     General  Schuyler  never    ef    e  1  t      ntlcn  in  1  'f 

The  capitulation,  being  ^djusted,  Sehuylc  orlered  h  s  tiooj  s 
t )  be  drawn  up  in  Ime  at  n Jon  (Jan  20th)  between  his  q  litters 
and  the  Couit  House,  to  recene  the  lur  ender  of  tl  e  H  ghlanl 
orn  enjoining  piofcund  h  lence  on  his  ofticei?  and  men,  when  the 
suirender  should  be  madi.  f^eiy  thing  wib  cjnductcd  with 
f,ie\t  legard  to  the  feehUj^'B  of  Sir  Johns  Scottish  adherents 
Ihi'^  mJiihed  to  the  fiont,  giounded  their  irms  ind  wir(  di 
n  i^std  with  exhoitations  to  giod  behaiior 

Tho  Londuct  oi  Sehu^kr  thioughuut  this  iffau  drew  forth  a 
1  solution  of  Congress,  applauding  him  for  bis  fidelity  prudence 
and  expedition,  and  tht  piopei  temper  ho  hal  mamtimed  toward 
the  "  deluded  people  "  in  question.  "Washington,  too,  congratn- 
lated  him  on  his  success.     "  1  hope,"  writes  he,  "  General  Lee 


,v  Google 


15(>  LlFIl    OF    WASIIINfiTOH.  [!"'' 


will  execute  a  work  of  tho  same  kind  on  Long  Island.  It  is  higk 
time  to  begin  with  our  internal  foes,  when  we  are  tkreatened  with 
such  severity  of  chastisement  from  our  kind  parent  without." 

The  recent  reverses  in  Canada  had,  in  fact,  heightened  tho 
solicitude  of  Washington  about  the  province  of  New  York. 
That  province  was  the  central  and  ail-important  link  in  the  con- 
federacy ;  hut  he  feared  it  might  prove  a  brittle  one.  We  have 
already  mentioned  the  adverse  influesces  ia  operation  there.  A 
large  number  of  friends  to  the  crown,  among  the  offiuial  and  com- 
mercial classes;  rank  tories,  (as  they  were  called,)  in  the  city  and 
about  the  neighboring  coiintry;  particularly  on  Long  and  Statea 
Islands ;  king's  ships  at  anchor  In  the  bay  and  harbor,  keeping  up 
a  suspicious  intercourse  witii  the  citizens ;  while  Uovornor  Tryon, 
castled,  as  it  were,  on  board  one  of  these  ships,  carried  on  in- 
trigues with  those  disaffected  to  the  popular  cause,  in  all  parts  of 
the  neighborhood.  County  committees  had  been  empowered  by 
the  New  York  Congress  aad  convention,  to  apprehend  alt  persons 
notoriously  disaffected,  to  examine  into  their  conduct,  and  ascer- 
tain whether  they  were  guilty  of  any  hostile  act  or  machination. 
Imprisonment  or  banishment  was  the  penalty.  The  committees 
could  call  upon  the  militia  to  aid  in  the  discharge  of  their  func- 
tions. Still,  disaffection  to  the  cause  was  said  to  be  rife  in  the. 
province,  and  Washington  looked  to  General  Leo  for  effective 
measures  to  suppress  it, 

Lee  avTived  at  New  York  on  the  4th  of  February,  his  caustic 
Lumora  sharpened  by  a  severe  attack  of  the  gout,  which  had  ren- 
dered It  necessary,  while  on  the  march,  to  carry  him  for  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  way  In  a  Utter.  His  correspondence  is  a  com- 
plete mental  barometer.  "  I  consider  It  as  a  piece  of  the  greatest 
good  fortune,"  writes  he  to  Washington  (Feb,  5th),  "that  the 
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Oongrcaa  ha,¥e  detaolied  a  committee  to  tliia  place,  otherwise  I 
eliould  have  made  a  most  ridiculous  figure,  besides  bringing  upon 
myself  the  enmity  of  the  whole  proviuce.  Mj  hands  were  eiFeo- 
tually  tied  up  from  taking  any  step  necessary  for  the  public  eer- 
Tice  by  tlie  lite  resolve  of  Congress,  putting  every  detachment 
of  the  cmtinentil  f  rcei  under  the  command  of  the  Provincial 
Congie«9  where  such  detao!  meat  if."' 

By  1  lingular  eomcidenee  on  the  very  day  of  his  arrival  Sir 
Henry  Clmton  with  the  s'luadron  which  had  sailed  so  mysteriously 
from  Boston  1  (ked  into  tl  e  harbor.  "  Though  it  was  Sabbath," 
says  a  letter  writer  ot  the  day  "  it  threw  the  whole  city  into  such 
a  convulsion,  as  t  ncvei  Lnew  before.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 
histened  to  move  tl  ir  efi  fts  into  the  country,  expecting  an 
immtdnte  coiilict  All  that  day  and  all  night,  were  there  carts 
^oiUg  ind  boats  loading,  and  women  and  children  crying,  and 
listrcssed  voices  heard  iu  the  roads  in  the  dead  of  the  night,"  * 

Clmton  sent  for  the  mayor,  and  expressed  much  surprise  and 
concern  at  the  distress  oaused  by  his  arrival ;  which  was  merely, 
he  said,  on  a  short  visit  to  his  friend  Tiyon,  and  to  see  how 
matters  stood.  He  professed  a  juvenile  love  for  the  place,  and 
desired  that  the  inhabitants  might  be  informed  of  the  purport  of 
hi,s  visit,  and  that  ho  would  go  away  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  He  brought  no  troops  with  him,"  writes  Lee,  "  and  pledges 
his  honor  that  none  are  coming.  He  says  it  is  merely  a  visit  to 
his  friend  Tryon.  If  it  is  really  so,  it  is  the  most  whimsical 
piece  of  civility  I  ever  heard  of." 

A  gentleman  in  New  York,  writing  to  a  friend  in  Philadel- 
phia, reports  one  of  the  general's  characteristio  menaces,  which 
kept  the  town  in  a  fever. 
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"  Leo  says,  he  will  send  wore!  on  boai'd  of  tlie  men-of-warj 
that,  if  they  set  a  house  ou  fire,  ho  will  chain  a  hundred  of  their 
friends  hy  the  neck,  and  make  the  house  their  funeral  pile."  * 

For  this  time,  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  were  let  off  for 
their  fears,  Clinton,  after  a  fcrief  visit,  eontlnned  his  mysterious 
cruise,  openly  avowing  his  destination  to  be  Morth  Carolina — 
which  nobody  believed,  simply  because  he  avowed  it. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Lords  of 
the  conduct  of  Clinton,  contrasts  it  with  that  of  Lord  Dunmuro, 
who  wrapped  Norfolk  in  flames,  "  I  will  pass  no  censure  on 
that  noble  lord,"  said  he,  "  but  I  could  wish  that  ho  had  acted 
with  that  generous  spirit  that  forbade  Clinton  useleshly  to  destroy 
the  town  of  New  York.  My  lords,  Clinton  visited  New  York ; 
the  inhabitants  espeeted  its  destruction,  Lee  appeared  before  it 
with  an  army  too  powerful  to  lie  attacked,  and  Clinton  passed 
by  without  doing  any  wanton  damage." 

The  necessity  of  conferring  with  committees  at  every  step, 
was  a  hard  restraint  upon  a  man  of  Lee's  ardent  and  impatient 
temper,  who  had  a  soldierlike  contempt  for  the  men  of  peace 
around  him ;  yet  at  the  outset  he  hove  it  better  than  might  have 
been  expected. 

"  The  Congress  committees,  a  certain  numlier  of  the  commit- 
tees of  safety,  and  your  humble  servant,"  wi'ites  he  to  Washing- 
ton, "have  had  two  conferences.  The  result  is  such  as  will 
agreeably  surprise  you.  It  is  in  the  first  place  agi'eed,  and  justly, 
that  to  fortify  the  town  against  shipping  is  impracticable ;  but  we 
are  to  fortify  lodgments  on  some  coromanding  part  of  the  city 
for  two  thousand  men.     We  are  to  erect  enclosed  batteries  on 

*  Am.  Arclilvea,  Sth  Series,  iv.  941. 
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both  !  B  f  tl  w  ter  iie  Hell  (rate,  which  will  answer  the 
■Jouhlo  pui]  owe  t  sec  ir  ng  the  town  against  piraeiea  through  the 
Sound  and  aeodie  om  eomm  m  cat  on  with  Long  Island,  now  bo- 
come  A  m  e  I  rtant  joi  t  than  eve';  as  it  is  determined  to 
form  a  t  o  g  to  t  fie  I  eajnp  of  three  thousand  men,  on  the 
IslanI  m  elately  oppos  t  to  New  Turk.  The  pasH  in  the 
riighhnd'j  i  to  be  made  as  re  i  eetable  as  posnible,  and  guarded 
by  a  battalion.     In  short,  I  think  the  plan  judicious  and  foui' 

The  pass  ia  the  Highlands  above  alluded  to,  is  that  grand 
defile  of  the  Hudson,  where,  for  upwards  of  fifteen  miles,  it 
wends  its  deep  channel  between  stern,  forest-clad  mountains  and 
rooky  promontories.  Two  forts,  about  six  miles  distant  from 
each  other,  and  oommanding  narrow  parts  of  the  river  at  its 
liendfl  through  those  Highlands,  had  been  commenced  in  the  pre- 
ceding autumn,  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress ;  but  they 
were  said  to  be  insufficient  for  the  security  of  that  important 
])ass,  and  wire  to  be  extended  and  strengthened 

Washington  had  tharged  Lee,  m  iw^  msti  notions,  to  keep  a 
stern  eye  upon  the  turies,  whi  were  active  m  New  York.  ''  You 
van  seize  upon  the  persons  of  the  pimcipals  '  said  he;  "they 
must  be  so  notoriously  known  that  thcic  will  be  little  danger  of 
committing  mistakes."  L™  aetid  up  to  the  letter  of  these  in- 
etractions,  and  weeded  out  with  a  viRjious'hand,  some  of  the 
rankest  of  the  growth.  Thii  gne  f,reat  oftence  to  the  peace-lov- 
ing citizens,  who  iiKisted  that  he  was  arrogating  a  power  vested 
solely  in  the  civil  authority.  One  of  them,  well-affeoted  to  the 
cause,  writes  :  "  To  see  the  vast  number  of  houses  shut  up,  one 
would  think  the  city  almost  evacuated.  Women  and  children  are 
scarcely  to  be  seen  in  the  streets.     Troops  are  daily  coming  in; 
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they  break  open  and  quarter  themselves  in  any  house  they  find 

The  enemy,  too,  regarded  his  measures  with  approhensiou. 
"  That  ai-ck  lehel  Lee,"  writes  a  British  officer,  "has  driven  all 
the  well-affected  people  from  the  town  of  New  York.  If  some- 
thing is  Eot  speedily  done,  his  Britannic  majesty's  American  do- 
minions will  be  confined  within  a  very  nai'row  compass."  t 

la  the  esereise  of  his  military  functions,  Lee  set  Governor 
Tryon  and  the  captain  of  the  Asia  at  defiance.  "They  had 
threat^ied  perdition  to  the  town,"  writes  he  to  "Washington,  "  if 
the  cannon  were  removed  from  the  batteries  and  wharves,  but  I 
ever  considered  their  threats  as  a  iruium  fulmen,  and  even  per- 
suaded the  town  to  be  of  the  same  way  of  thinking.  We  accord- 
ingly conveyed  them  to  a  place  of  safety  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  and  no  cannonade  ensued.  Captain  Parker  publishes  a  plea- 
sant reason  for  his  passive  conduct.  He  says  that  it  was  mani- 
festly my  intention,  and  that  of  the  New  England  men  under  my 
command,  to  bring  destruction  on  this  town,  so  hated  for  their 
loyal  principles,  but  that  he  was  determined  not  to  indulge  us; 
so  i-emained  quiet  out  of  spite.  The  people  here  laugh  at  his 
nonsense,  and  begin  to  despise  the  menaces  which  formerly  used 
to  throw  them  into  convulsions." 

"Washington  appeara  to  have  shaved  the  merriment.  In  his 
reply  to  Lee,  he  writes,  "  I  could  not  avoid  laughing  at  Captain 
Parker's  reasons  for  not  piitting  his  repeated  threats  into  execu- 
tion,"— a  proof,  by  the  way,  under  his  own  hand,  that  he  could 
laugh  occasionally;  and  even  when  surrounded  hy  pei-pl 

According  to  Lee's  account,  the  New  Yorkers  showed  i 
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dcrful  alacrity  in  removing  the  cannon.  "  Men  and  boys  of  all 
ages,"  writes  te,  "  worked  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  pleasure. 
I  really  believe  the  generality  are  as  well  affected  as  any  on  the 
continent."  Some  of  the  well- affected,  however,  thought  he  waa 
rather  too  self-willed  and  high-handed.  "Though  General  Lee 
has  many  things  to  recommend  him  as  a  general,"  writes  one  of 
tkera,  "yet  I  think  he  waa  out  of  luot  when  ho  ordered  the  re- 
moval of  the  guns  from  the  battery ;  as  it  was  without  the  appro- 
bation or  Itnowledge  of  our  Congreaa."  * — Lee  seldom  waited  for 
the  approbation  of  Congress  in  moments  of  exigency. 

He  now  proceeded  with  his  plan  of  defences.  A  strong  re- 
doubt, capable  of  holding  three  hundred  men,  was  commenced  at 
Horen's  Hook,  commanding  the  pass  at  Hell  Gate,  so  aa  to  block 
up  from  the  enemy's  ships,  the  passage  between  the  mainland  and 
Long  Hand.  A  regiment  was  stationed  on  the  island,  making 
fascines,  and  preparing  other  materials  for  constructing  the  works 
for  an  intrenched  camp,  which  Lee  hoped  would  render  it  impoa- 
aihle  for  the  enemy  to  get  a  footing  there.  "  What  to  do  with 
this  city,"  writes  he,  "  I  own,  puzzles  me.  It  is  so  encircled  with 
deep  navigable  water,  that  whoever  commands  the  sea  must  com- 
mand the  town.  To-morrow  I  shall  begin  to  dismantle  that  part 
of  the  fort  nest  to  the  town,  to  prevent  its  hcing  converted  into 
a  citadel.  I  shall  barrier  the  principal  streets,  and,  at  least,  if  I 
cannot  make  it  a  continental  garrison,  it  shall  be  a  disputable 
field  of  hattle."  Batteries  were  to  be  erected  on  an  eminence 
behind  Trinity  Church,  to  keep  the  enemy's  ships  at  so  great  a 
distance  as  not  to  injure  the  town. 

King's  Bridge,  at  the  upper  end  of  Manhattan  or  New  York 

■  Fled;  HiinelHuder  to  Peter  Van  Sohaack. 
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laiand,  linking  it  with  the  mainland,  was  pronounced  ty  Leo  '■  a 
most  important  pass,  without  which  tlio  city  could  have  no  com- 
munication with  Connecticut."  It  was,  therefore,  to  te  made  as 
strong  as  possible. 

Heavy  cannon  were  to  be  sent  up  to  the  forts  in  tko  High- 
lands; which  were  to  be  enlarged  and  strengthened. 

In  the  midst  of  hia  schemes,  Leo  received  orders  from  Con- 
grtes  to  tte  command  in  Canada,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mont- 
gomery. He  bewailed  the  defencelo^  condition  of  the  city ;  the 
Continental  Congress,  as  he  said,  jiot  having,  as  yet,  taken  the 
least  step  for  its  security,  "  The  instant  I  leave  it,"  s^d  he,  "  I 
conclude  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  inhabitants  in  general,  will 
relapse  into  their  former  hysterics.  The  men-of-war  and  Mr. 
Tryou  will  return  to  their  old  station  at  the  wharves,  and  the 
first  regiments  who  arrive  from  England,  will  take  c[uiet  posses- 
sion of  the  town  and  Long  Islind 

It  must  bo  ch3i.ivcd  that  m  conseiiueuce  of  his  m  litiij  du 
monstrations  m  the  city  the  oncmj  •>  ships  hid  dri\sn  ifi  ani 
dropped  down  the  bay,  and  lie  had  taken  vigorous  me-kaures 
without  consultiUj^  the  comm  ttees,  to  put  an  end  to  the  piactice 
of  supplying  them  with  provisions. 

"  G-overnor  Tryon  and  the  Asia,"  writes  he  to  Washingtonj 
"  continue  between  Nutten  and  Bedlow'a  Islands.  It  has  pleased 
his  excellency,  in  violation  of  the  compact  he  has  made,  to  seize 
several  vessels  from  Jersey  laden  with  flour.  It  has,  in  return, 
pleased  my  execUcney  to  stop  all  provisions  from  the  city,  and 
cut  off  all  intercourse  with  him, — a  measure  which  has  thrown 
the  mayor,  council,  and  tories  into  agonies.  Tho  propensity,  or 
rather  rage,  for  paying  court  to  this  great  man,  is  inconceivable. 
They  cannot  be  weaned  from  him.     We  must  put  wormwood  on 
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liis  paps,  or  they  will  cry  to  suck,  as  they  are  in  their  Becoiid. 
childhood." 

"Wo  would  observe,  in  explanation  of  a  sarcasm  in  the  above 
quoted  letter,  that  Lee  professed.a  great  contempt  for  the  titles 
of  respect  which  it  was  the  custom  to  prefix  to  the  names  of  men 
in  office  or  command.  He  seoffed  at  them,  aa  unworthy  of  "  a 
great,  free,  manly,  equal  commonwealth."  "  For  my  own  part," 
said  he,  "  I  would  as  lief  tliey  would  put  ratsbane  in  my  mouth, 
as  the  oxeelleucy  witli  which  I  am  daily  crammed.  How  much 
more  true  dignity  was  there  in  the  simplicity  of  address  among 
the  Romans  !  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero,  Decius  Bruto  Imperatori, 
or  Caio  Marcello  CoiKuli,  than  to  '  His  Excellency  Major-general 
Noodle,'  or  to  the  '  Honorable  John  Doodle,' " 
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Ihi.  b  e^  of  Bo  ton  cont  nued  th  ugh  the  w  at«  w  tli  ut  &iiy 
st  iLing  in  lent  to  enl  ea  t  monot  iiy  The  Br  t  ah  rema  ned 
w  thin  their  wo  ks  lea  mg  the  helea^nier  ng  army  slowly  to  aug 
mcnt  t  iorces  The  o  nt  y  was  di  s  t  fle  I  w  th  Ihe  naot  on 
of  tlelitte  E  en  Congress  was  anxi  %  for  Sfme  s  cceesful 
blow  that  m  ght  ev  ve  j  oj  la  enth  am  1\  a  hington  sL  ed 
th  anx  ety  and  had  epeatedlj  n  co  ne  la  of  w  r  suggeste  1  an 
attiek  upon  the  town,  lut  Lai  found  a  n  ajo  ty  of  h  a  general 
officers  opposed  to  it.  He  had  hoped  some  favorable  opportunity 
would  present,  when,  the  harbor  being  frozen,  llie  troops  might 
approach  the  town  upon  the  ice.  Tho  winter,  however,  though 
severe  at  firat,  proved  a  mQd  one,  and  the  bay  continued  open. 
General  Putnam,  in  the  mean  time,  having  completed  the  new 
■works  at  Lechmore  Point,  and  being  desirous  of  keeping  up  tho 
spirit  of  his  men,  resolved  to  treat  them  to  an  exploit.     Accord- 
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iuglj,  from  his  "  impregiiiilile  fnrtvcss  "'  of  Cobble  Hill,  he  dt- 
taohed  a  party  of  about  two  liimdrcd,  under  hia  favorite  officer, 
Major  Knowltnn,  to  surprisB  aud  capture  a  Britinli  guard  sta- 
tioned at  Charle&town.  It  was  a  daring  euterpriae,  and  executed 
ivitli  spirit.  As  Oliarleatown  Nect  was  completely  protected, 
Knowlton  led  hia  mea  across  t!io  mill-dam,  roaad  the  base  of  the 
hill,  and  immediately  below  tlie  fort;  aet  fire  to  the  guard-house 
aud  some  buildings  in  its  viciaify ;  made  aeveral  priaoners,  and 
retired  without  loss ;  although  thundered  upon  by  the  cannon  of 
the  fort.  The  espleit  was  attended  by  a  dramatic  effect  on 
■wliieh  Putnani  had  not  calenlatcd.  The  British  officers,  eai'ly  in 
the  winter,  had  fitted  up  a  theatre,  which  was  well  attended  by 
the  troops  aad  tories.  On  the  evening  in  question,  an  afterpiece 
was  to  be  performed,  entitled  "  The  Blockade  of  Best-on,"  intend- 
ed as  a  burloHijue  on  the  patriot  army  which  Tras  beleaguering  it. 
Washington  is  aaid  to  have  been  repreaented  in  it  as  an  awkward 
lout,  oijuipped  with  a  huge  wig,  and  a  long  rusty  aword,  attended 
hy  a  country  boohy  as  orderly  acrgcant,  in  rustic  garb,  with  an 
old  firelock  aeven  or  eight  feet  long. 

The  theatre  was  crowded,  especially  by  the  military.  The 
first  piece  was  over,  and  the  curtain  waa  riaing  for  the  farce, 
when  a  sergeant  made  hia  appearance,  and  announced  that  "  the 
alarm  guns  were  firing  at  Oharlestown,  and  the  Yankees  attacking 
Bunker's  Hill"  At  first  this  was  supposed  to  be  a  part  of  tho 
entertainment,  until  General  Howe  gave  the  word,  "  Officers,  to 
your  alarm  poata." 

Great  confusion  ensued ;  every  one  scrambled  out  of  the 
theatre  as  fast  as  possible.  There  was,  as  usual,  some  shrieking 
and  fainting  of  ladies;  and  the  farce  of  "The  Blockade  of 
Boston"  had  a  more  seriona  than  oomis  termination. 


,v  Google 


166  LIFE    01'    "WASHINGTON,  [1776. 

Tlie  London  Cbronicle,  in  a  suoering  comment  on  Eostoa 
aSairs,  gave  Bui'goyno  as  the  author  of  this  bui'losquc  afterpiece, 
though  perhaps  unjustly,  "  General  Burgoyne  lias  opened  a 
theatrical  campaign,  of  which  himsfilf  is  rale  manager,  being 
determined  to  act  with  the  Provincials  on  the  defensive  onh . 
Tom  Thumb  has  been  already  represented;  while,  nn  the  other 
hand,  the  Provincials  are  prepariug  to  exhibit,  early  in  the  spring, 
'Measure  for  Measure.' " 

The  British  officers,  like  all  soldiers  by  pi-ofessiou,  endeavored 
to  while  away  the  time  by  every  amusement  within  their  reach ; 
but,  in  truth,  the  condition  of  the  besieged  town  was  daily  becom- 
ing more  and  more  distressing.  The  inhabitants  were  without 
flour,  pulse,  or  vegetables ;  the  troops  were  nearly  aa  destitute. 
There  was  a  lack  of  fuel,  too,  as  well  as  food.  The  smallpox 
broke  oat,  and  it  was  necessary  to  inoculate  the  army.  Men, 
women  and  ohildrea  either  left  tlie  city  voluntarily,  or  were  sent 
out  of  it  ,■  yet  the  distress  increased.  Several  houses  were  broken 
open  and  plundered;  others  were  demolished  by  the  soldiery  for 
fuel.  General  Howe  resorted  to  the  sternest  measm-ea  to  put  a  stop 
to  these  excesses.  The  provost  was  ordered  to  go  the  rounds 
with  the  hangman,  and  hang  up  the  first  man  he  should  detect  in 
the  fact,  without  waiting  for  further  proof  for  trial.  Oifendei^ 
were  punished  with  four  hundred,  six  hundred,  and  even  one 
thousand  lashes.  The  wife  of  a  private  soldier,  convicted  of  re- 
ceiving stolen  goods,  was  sentenced  to  one  hundred  lashes  on  her 
bare  back,  at  the  cart's  tail,  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  an 
imprisonment  of  three  months. 

Meanwhile,  Washington  was  incessantly  goaded  by  the  impa- 
tient murmurs  of  the  public,  as  we  may  judge  by  his  letters  to 
Mr.  Heed.     "  I  know  the  integrity  of  my  own  heart,"  writes  ho, 
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on  the  Idt!  f  rcbruary  bat  to  decliro  it  unl  i  to  fiiead 
may  be  an  aignmeat  of  vanity  I  know  the  uubappy  predica 
ment  I  stand  m  I  knrw  tiat  muoh  i*i  espeoted  of  me  I  knew 
that  without  men  withoit  arms  withjut  iinmuinti  n  without 
anj  thiDj,  fit  t  r  the  accommo'i  tica  oi  a  aoldiei  little  la  to  he 
done  and  whit  i-j  mortifying  I  know  th  t  I  cannot  stand  jnsti 
fied  to  the  world  without  exposing  my  own  we^kneB")  and  injur 
mg  the  cause  by  detlaring  mywint?  which  I  am  determined 
not  to  do  further  than  uiuvoidible  necessity  b  iiu,-d  eteryicai 
acc[uainted  with  tl  em 

My  own  a  tuation  is  &j  iiksomi,  ti  mo  iit  timet  ti  it  t  I 
did  n  t  confcult  the  public  ^oo  1  more  than  uiy  iwn  tianquillity  X 
should  long  ere  this  have  put  every  thing  on  tlie  ea'.t  of  a  die. 
So  far  from  my  having  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men,  well 
armed,  I  have  been  here  with  less  than  one  half  of  that  mimber, 
including  sick,  furloughed,  and  on  command;  and  those  neither 
armed  nor  clothed  as  they  should  be.  In  short,  my  situation  has 
been  such,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  «se  art,  to  conceal  it  from 
my  own  officers." 

How  precious  are  those  tetters !  And  how  fortunate  that  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Reed  from  camp,  should  have  procured  for  us 
such  confidential  outpourings  of  Washington's  heart  at  this  time 
of  its  great  trial. 

He  still  adhered  to  his  opinion  in  favor  of  an  attempt  upon 
the  town.  He  was  aware  that  it  would  be  attended  with  consid- 
erable loss,  but  believed  it  would  be  successful  if  the  men  should 
behave  well.  Within  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter, 
the  bay  beeame  suftoieutly  froaen  for  the  transportation  of 
troops.  "  This,"  writes  he  to  Eecd,  "  I  thought,  knowing  the  ice 
would  not  last,  a  favorable  opportunity  to  make  an  assault  upon 
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tbu  troops  in  town.  I  proposed  it  in  council ;  but  behold,  though 
we  had  boon  waiting  all  tho  year  for  this  favorable  event,  the 
enterprise  was  thought  too  dangerous.  Perhaps  it  was ;  perhaps 
the  irkfiomeneas  of  my  situation  led  me  to  undertake  more  than 
could  be  warranted  by  prudence.  I  did  not  think  so,  and  I  am 
sure  yet  that  the  enterprise,  if  it  liad  been  undertaken  with  reso- 
lution, must  have  succeeded ;  without  it,  any  would  fail." 

His  proposition  was  too  bold  for  the  field-officers  assembled 
in  council  (Feb.  15th),  who  objected  that  there  was  not  force,  nor 
arms  and  ammunition  sufficient  in  camp  for  such  an  attempt. 
Washington  acquiesced  in  the  decision,  it  being  almost  unani- 
moas;  yet  he  felt  the  irksomenesa  of  his  situation.  "  To  have  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  continent,"  said  he,  "  fixed  with  anxious  expec- 
tation of  heai'ing  of  some  great  event,  and  to  be  restrained  in 
every  military  operation  for  want  of  the  accessary  means  of 
carrying  it  on,  is  not  very  pleasing,  especially  as  the  means  used 
to  conceal  my  weakness  from  the  enemy,  conceal  it  also  from  our 
friends,  and  add  to  their  wonder." 

In  the  council  of  war  above  mentioned,  a  cannonade  and  bom- 
bardment were  considered  advisable,  as  soon  as  there  should  be 
a  sufficiency  of  powder;  in  the  mean  time,  preparations  might  be 
made  for  taking  possession  of  Dorchester  Heights,  and  Noddle's 
Island. 

At  length  the  eamp  was  rejoiced  by  the  arrival  of  Colonel 
Knox,  with  his  long  train  of  sledges  drawn  by  oxen,  bringing 
more  than  fifty  cannon,  mortars,  and  howitzers,  beside  supplies  of 
lead  and  flints.  The  zeal  and  perseverance  which  he  had  dis- 
played in  his  wintry  expedition  across  frozen  lakes  and  snowy 
wastes,  and  tha  intelligence  with  which  he  had  fulfilled  his  instruc- 
tions, won  him  the  entire  confidence  of  Washington.     His  eon- 
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d  Lt  m  tl  s  e-iteiirw  v,a.  hit  u  eiiie  t  ol  tl  it  eueiLj  inl 
ability  whith  lie  di'^pKyed  thiiuginut  the  war 

FiirllteF  ammunition  being  reoeivcd  fii>m  the  royal  ai  eml  if 
New  luik  and  other  q^iiartcra  and  i  reiif  r  enient  of  ten  r  gi 
monts  of  m  lit  a  Wisiiington  no  1  ngi,r  mit  witli  ppoHtion  to 
lus  wirlike  mea  uies  Leitmeie  Point  wh  cli  Pitnim  hid  f  r 
tifiel  was  immediately  t)  le  aujplicl  with  m  rtnrs  and  hci\y 
cannon,  so  aa  to  (ommand  Bogtun  m  the  itith  and  Dordiestei 
Heights  ott  the  south  of  tte  town  weie  forthwith  to  be  taken 
po«se«aion  of  If  any  tliitig  said  Waahingt  n  will  iad«ee 
the  enemy  ti  hazard  an  engagement  it  will  le  fui  attempting  to 
fortify  those  heights  as  la  that  e^ent  taking  jKce  we  shall  be 
abk  to  comniind  i  great  part  of  tht  town  and  almost  thi.  whole 
harlot  Tl  ui  pna  esaion  moieoier  would  enable  him  to  p  ish 
his  work'4  to  Nocki  H:ll  and  other  points  o^p  ute  Eo^t  n 
whence  a  cannonale  and  bombarlment  must  drne  the  eieniy 
from  the  city 

The  council  of  Masaaehusett'!  at  his  roqueft  ordered  the 
mihta  of  the  towns  contigu  us  to  Doichesttir  and  Rosbury  to 
hold  them  elves  m  reidine  ti  repiii  t5  the  bneh  it  those  places 
with  arms  amraucition  and  a  coutieniLnts  on  receiving  a  jr  con 
oerted  signal 

Wa  hiii£^on  felt  painfully  aware  how  nuch  depended  up)n 
the  success  of  thib  attempt  There  was  a  cloud  of  glocm  and 
distrust  lowering  upon  the  public  mind  Dangei  thieatened  on 
tbe  north  and  on  the  south  Montgomeiy  had  fallen  before  the 
waUa  of  Q  lebee  The  armj  in  Canada  was  shattered  Tryon 
and  the  t  lies  were  plnttm^  mLchi  f  m  New  1  rk  DunmrrL 
was  han    m^  the  bwor  jart  ut  A  irgmia  and  Clinton  and  bis 
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ileet   ■wore   prowling  along  the    coast,   on.  a  secret   erriind   of 


Washington's  general  orders  evince  the  solenm  and  ansiotis 
state  of  Hs  feelings.  In  those  of  the  26th  of  February,  ho  for- 
bade all  playing  at  cards  and  other  games  of  chance.  "  At  this 
time  of  public  distress,"  writes  he,  "  jnca  may  find  enough  to  do 
in  the  service  of  God  and  then'  country,  without  abandoning 
themselves  to  vice  and  immorality.  *  *  *  *  It  is  a  noble 
cause  we  are  engaged  in;  it  is  the  cause  of  virtue  and  mankiod; 
every  advantage  and  comfort  to  us  and  our  posterity  depend  upon 
the  vigor  of  our  exertions ;  in  short,  freedom  or  slavery  must  be 
the  result  of  our  conduct;  there  can,  therefore,  be  no  greater  in- 
ducement to  men  to  behave  well.  But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
the  troops  to  know,  that,  if  any  man  in  action  shall  presume  to 
skuli,  hide  liimself,  or  retreat  from  the  enemy  without  the  orders 
of  his  commanding  officer,  ho  will  be  instantly  shot  down  as  an 
example  of  cowardice;  cowards  having  too  frequently  discon- 
certed the  best  formed  troops  hy  their  dastardly  behavior." 

In  the  general  plan  it  was  concerted,  that,  should  the  ene- 
joy  detach  a  large  force  to  dislodge  our  men  from  Dorchester 
Heights,  as  bad  been  done  in  the  affair  of  Banker's  Hill,  an 
attack  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  town  should  forthwith  be 
made  by  General  Putnam.  For  this  purpose  he  was  to  have 
four  thousand  picked  men  in  readiness,  ia  two  divisions,  under 
Generals  Sullivan  and  Greene.  At  a  concerted  signal  from  Eox- 
buiy,  they  were  to  embark  in  boats  near  tho  mouth  of  Charles 
Biver,  cross  under  cover  of  the  fire  of  three  floating  batteries, 
land  in  two  places  in  Boston,  secure  its  strong  posts,  force  the 
gates  and  works  at  the  Neck,  and  let  in  the  Kosbury  troops. 


,v  Google 


CHAPTER    XVIII. 


The  eveniDg  of  Monday,  tlie  4th  of  March,  was  fixed  upon  for 
the  ooeupation  of  Dorcheater  Heights.  The  grouad  was  frozen 
too  hard  to  be  easily  intrenched ;  fascines,  therefore,  and  gabions, 
and  hundles  of  screwed  hay,  were  collected  during  the  two  pre- 
ceding nights,  with  which  to  form  breastworks  and  redoubts. 
During  those  two  busy  nights  the  enemy's  batteries  were  can- 
nonaded and  bombarded  from  opposite  points,  to  occupy  their 
attention,  and  prevent  their  noticing  these  preparations.  They 
replied  with  spirit,  and  tho  ineeseant  roai  of  artillery  thus  kept 
np,  covered  completely  the  rumbling  of  waggons  and  ordnance. 

How  little  the  enemy  were  aware  of  what  was  impending,  we 
may  gather  from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer 
of  distinction  in  the  British  army  in  Boston  to  his  friend  in  Lon- 
don, dated  on  tho  3d  of  March : 

"  For  these  last  sis  weeis  or  near  two  months,  we  have  been 
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tetter  amused  than  could  possibly  bo  expected  ia  our  situation. 
We  bad  a  theatre,  we  had  balls,  aad  there  is  actually  a  euhscrip- 
tioa  on  foot  for  a  masc[aerade.  England  seems  to  have  forgot 
Ks,  and  we  have  endeavored  to  forget  ourselves.  Bat  we  were 
roused  to  a  sense  of  our  situation  last  night,  in  a  manner  unpleas- 
ant enough.  The  rebels  have  been  for  some  time  past  erecting 
a  homh  battery,  and  last  night  began  to  play  upon  us.  Two 
shells  fell  not  far  from  mo.  One  fell  upon  Colonel  Moockton's 
house,  but  luckily  did  not  burst  until  it  had  eroded  the  street. 
Many  houses  were  damaged,  but  no  lives  lost.  The  rebel  army," 
adds  he,  "  is  not  brave,  I  believe,  but  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  their  artillery  officers  arc  at  least  eijual  to  ours."  * 

Th    w  f     f  J  h      VJams      h  d  d       th         m  ty    f  th 

Amca  p        iknwtht  Itw  dttl 

p  1  tt      t     h      h    b     1  th     f    1  i       1   t 

w  m      d  th         p  f  thes       l.  t 

II         1         m  ttttfxitj  tH 

wt       h  ^tdy         Ithb  ItTO       w        1 

t   m       w  f     tl      m     tl        d  wl       th    d      dt  il  to-  w  11 

b     Iknw      t      B  thdik      Th    h     seth  ttnt       k  tl 

th  f  Ihbttthd  dfidt 

1    f    m  my      O  d  rs  I  fi    1  t       U  tl 

m         g  m  h{     t       p       to  t!     Im      M     d  y       ht  b)  tw  1 

1    k      N     leep  1     m    t         ht 

O     Sunhiy  th    I  tt      ib  ml  T  w    t  t      b   1     t 

tw  1       1    t  g  t  t     th  t        d  fi     g        d  my 

h      t  ]    i  t  p        w  th  th  11        hf      ^     1         Id       p    tty 

I     t    I       b  t  wh  t  t   m  11   1  t    th    G  1       1 
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On  Monday,  the  appointed  evening,  she  continues :  "  I  have 
just  returned  from  Penn'a  Hill,  where  I  have  been  sitting  to  hear 
the  amazing  roar  of  cannon,  and  from  whcnco  I  could  see  every 
shell  which  wafi  thrown.  The  aound,  I  think,  ia  one  of  the  grand- 
eat  in  nature,  and  is  of  the  true  species  of  the  suljlime.  'Tis  now 
an  incessant  roar;  but  oh,  the  fatal  ideas  which  are  conneeted 
with  the  sound !  How  many  of  our  dear  countrymen  must 
fall! 

"  I  went  to  bod  about  twelve,  and  rose  again  a  little  after 
one.  I  could  no  more  sleep  than  if  I  had  been  in  the  engage- 
ment ;  the  rattling  of  the  windows,  the  jar  of  the  house,  the 
continual  roar  of  twenty-four  pounders,  and  the  bursting  of  shells, 
give  ns  Eueh  ideas,  and  realize  a  scene  to  us  of  which  we  could 
scarcely  form  any  conception.  I  hope  to  give  yen  joy  of  Bos- 
ton, even  if  it  ia  in  ruins,  before  I  send  this  away." 

On  the  Monday  evening  thus  graphically  described,  as  soon 
iffi  the  firing  commenced,  the  detachment  under  General  Thomas 
set  out  on  its  cautious  and  secret  march  from  the  lines  of  Eos- 
bury  and  Dorchester.  Every  thing  waa  conducted  as  regolarly 
and  quietly  as  possible.  A  covering  party  of  eight  hundred  men 
preceded  the  carts  with  the  intrenching  tools;  then  came  General 
Thomas  with  the  working  party,  twelve  hundred  strong,  followed 
by  a  train  of  three  hundred  waggons,  laden  with  fascines,  gabions, 
and  hay  screwed  into  bundles  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  weight. 
A  great  number  of  such  bundles  were  ranged  in  a  line  along 
Dorchester  Ueet  on  the  side  next  the  enemy,  to  protect  the 
troops,  while  passing,  from  being  raked  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
Fortunately,  although  the  moon,  as  Washington  writes,  was  shin- 
ing in  its  full  lustre,  the  flash  and  roar  of  cannonry  from  opposite 
points,  and  the  bursting  of  bombshells  high  in  the  air,  so  engaged 
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and  diverted  the  attention  of  tho  enemy,  that  the  detachment 
reached  the  heights  about  eight  o'clock,  without  heing  heard  or 
perceived.  The  covering  party  then  divided ;  one  half  proceeded 
to  the  point  nearest  Boston,  the  other  to  the  one  nearest  to  Castle 
William?  The  working  party  commenced  to  fortify,  under  the 
direi,tion8  ot  &ri  Uey,  the  veteran  engineer,  who  had  planned  the 
work?  on  Bunker  s  Hill,  It  was  severe  lahor,  for  the  earth  waa 
frozLn  eighteen  inches  deep;  but  the  men  worked  with  more  than 
their  usual  ^Illlt;  for  the  eye  of  the  commander-in-chief  was 
upon  them  Though  not  called  there  by  his  duties,  Washington 
coul  1  not  he  ab'ient  from  tliis  eventful  operation.  An  eloquent 
orator  his  unigmod  his  situation — "All  around  him  intense 
inovemcnt  while  nothing  was  to  be  heard  eseepting  tlie  tread  of 
bu'-y  feet  and  the  dull  sound  of  tlie  mattock  upon  the  &ozen  soil. 
Beneath  hira  the  slumbering  batteries  of  the  castle ;  the  road- 
steads and  harboi  filled  with  the  vessis  of  the  royal  fleet,  motionless, 
esiept  ds  they  swung  round  at  their  moorings  at  the  turn  of  the 
midnight  tide ,  the  beleaguered  city  occupied  with  a  powerful 
army,  and  a  considerable  non-combatant  population,  startled  into 
unnatural  vigilance  by  the  incessant  and  destructive  cannonade, 
yet  imobservaiit  of  the  great  operations  in  progress  so  near  them  | 
the  surrounding  country,  dotted  with  a  hundred  rural  settle- 
ments, roused  from  the  deep  sleep  of  a  New  England  village,  by 
the  unwonted  glare  and  tumult."  * 

The  same  plastic  fancy  suggests  the  crowd  of  visions,  phan- 
toms of  the  past,  which  may  have  passed  through  Washington's 
mind,  on  this  night  of  feverish  excitement.  "  His  early  training 
in  the  wilderness;  his  escape  from  drowning,  and  the  deadly  rifle 

•   Orntioi!  of  tliB  Hou.  Edward  Everett  !it  Dorcheatet,  July  4tb,  1855. 
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of  the  savage  in  tte  perilous  miaaion  to  Venango ;  the  stower  of 
iron  hail  through  which  he  rode  unLarmcd  on  Braddocit's  field; 
tho  early  atages  of  the  great  coafliet  now  brought  to  its  cris^, 
and  still  more  solemnlyj  the  possibilitica  of  the  future  for  himaelf 
and  for  America — the  ruin  of  the  patriot  cause  if  he  failed  at 
the  outset ;  the  triumphant  consolidation  of  the  Eevolution  if  he 
prevailed.  " 

The  labors  of  the  night  were  earned  on  by  the  Americana 
with  their  usual  activity  and  address.  When  a  relief  party  ar- 
rived at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  two  forts  were  in  sufficient 
forwardness  to  furnish  protection  against  small-arms  and  gi'ape- 
shot;  and  such  use  was  made  of  the  fascines  and  bundles  of 
screwed  hay,  that,  at  dawn,  a  formidable- looting  fortress  frowned 
along  the  height.  We  have  the  testimony  of  a  British  officer 
already  quoted,  for  the  fact.  "  This  morning  at  daybreak  wo  dis- 
covered two  redoubts  on  Dorchester  Point,  and  two  smaller  ones 
on  their  flanka.  They  were  all  raised  dnring  the  last  night,  with 
an  expedition  equal  to  that  of  the  genii  belonging  to  Aladdin's 
wonderful  lamp.  From  these  hiUs  they  command  the  whole 
town,  ao  that  we  most  drive  them  from  their  post,  or  desert  the 
pkoe." 

Howe  gazed  at  the  mushroom  fortress  with  astoniahment,  aa 
it  loomed  indistinctly,  but  grandly,  through  a  morning  fog. 
"  The  rebels,"  exclaimed  he  ha\e  dine  moi-e  work  in  one  night, 
than  my  whole  army  would  have  done   n  one  mouth." 

Washington  had  watched  with  mtensi.  mxiety,  the  effect  of 
the  revelation  at  daybreak.  W  ben  tl  e  i-nemy  first  discovered 
our  works  in  the  morning,  writes  be,  they  seemed  to  be  in 
great  confusion,  and  from  their  movements,  to  intend  an  attack." 

An  American,  who  was  on  Dorchester  Heights,  gives  a  pic- 
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ture  of  the  seeue.  A  tremendous  eannoniide  waa  commenced 
from  the  forts  in  Boston,  and  the  sliippmg  in  tiie  harbor,  "  Caa- 
Don  shot,"  writ«a  he,  "are  continually  rolling  and  rehoimding 
over  the  hill,  and  it  is  astonishing  to  observe  how  little  our 
soldiers  are  terrified  by  them.  The  royal  troops  are  perceived 
to  be  in  motion,  as  if  emharliiog  to  pass  the  harbor  and  land  on 
Dorchester  shore,  to  attack  our  worts.  The  hills  and  elevations 
in  this  vicinity  are  covered  with  spectators,  to  witness  deeds  of 
hoiTor  in  the  expected  conflict.  His  excellency.  General  Wash- 
ington, is  present,  animating  and  encouraging  the  soldiers,  and 
they  in  return  manifest  their  joy ;  and  express  a  warm  desire 
for  the  approach  of  the  enemy ;  each  man  knows  his  own  place. 
Our  breastworks  are  strengthened,  and  among  the  means  of  de- 
fence are  a  great  number  of  barrels,  filled  with  stones  and  aand, 
and  arranged  in  front  of  our  works,  which  are  to  be  put  in  motion, 
and  made  to  roll  down  the  bill,  to  break  the  legs  of  the  assail- 
ants as  they  advance." 

General  Thomas  was  reinforced  with  two  thousand  men.  Old 
Putnam  stood  ready  to  make  a  descent  upon  the  north  side  of  the 
town,  with  hia  four  thousand  picked  men,  as  soon  as  the  heights  on 
the  south  should  be  assailed  :  "All  the  forenoon,"  says  the  Amer- 
ican above  cited,  "we  were  in  momentary  expectation  of  witness- 
ing an  awful  scene;  nothing  less  than  the  carnage  of  Breed's 
HiU  battle  waa  expected." 

As  Washington  rode  about  the  heights,  he  reminded  the  troops 
that  it  waa  the  5th  of  March,  the  anniversary  of  tho  Boston 
massacre,  and  called  on  them  to  revenge  the  slaughter  of  their 
brethren.  They  answered  him  with  shouts.  "  Our  officers  and 
men,"  writes  he,  "  appeared  impatient  for  the  appeal.     The  event, 
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I  think,  must  have  beeu  fortunate;  nothing  less  than  success  and 
victory  on  our  side," 

Howe,  in  the  mean  time,  was  perplexed  between  his  pride  and 
the  hazards  of  his  position.  In  his  letters  to  the  ministry,  he  had 
scouted  the  idea  of  "  being  in  danger  from  the  rebels."  He  had 
"hoped  they  would  attack  him,"  Apparently,  they  were  about 
to  fulfil  his  hopes,  and  with  formidable  advantages  of  position. 
He  must  dislodge  them  from  Dorchester  Heights,  or  evacuate 
Boston.  The  latter  was  an  alternative  too  mortifying  to  be 
readily  adopted.     He  resolved  on  an  attack,  but  it  was  to  be  a 

"  A  body  of  light  infantry,  under  the  command  of  Major 
MnlgraTO,  and  a  body  of  grenadiers,  are  to  embark  to-night  at 
seven,"  writes  the  gay  British  officer  already  quoted.  "  I  think 
it  likely  to  be  a  general  affair.  Adieu  balls,  masquerades,  &c., 
for  this  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  opening  of  the  campaign." 

In  the  evening  the  British  began  to  move.  Lord  Percy  was 
to  lead  the  attack.  Twenty-fivo  hundred  men  were  embarked  in 
transports,  which  were  to  convey  them  to  the  rendezvous  at 
Castle  William.  A  violent  storm  set  in  from  the  east.  The 
transports  could  not  reach  their  place  of  destination.  The  men- 
of-war  could  not  cover  and  support  them.  A  furious  surf  beat 
on  the  shore  where  the  boats  would  have  to  land.  The  attack 
was  consequently  postponed  until  the  following  day. 

That  day  was  equally  unpropitious.  The  storm  continued, 
with  torrents  of  rain.  The  attack  was  agJ^n  postponed.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Americans  went  on  strengthening  tieir  works;  by 
the  time  the  storm  subsided.  General  Howe  deemed  thorn  too 
strong  to  be  easily  carried ;  the  attempt,  therefore,  was  relin- 
quished altogether. 

VOL.  II.— 8* 
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Wliat  wiiH  to  be  done?  Tlie  shells  thrown  from  the  heiglitB 
into  the  town,  proved  that  it  was  no  longer  tenahle.  The  fleet 
was  equally  exposed.  Admiral  Shnldliam,  the  successor  to  Gi'avcs, 
assured  Howe  that  if  the  Americans  maintained  possession  of 
the  heights,  hia  ships  could  not  remain  in  the  harbor.  It  was 
detennined,  therefore,  in  a  council  of  war,  to  evacuate  the  place  as 
soon  aa  poaaihie.  But  now  came  on  a  humiliating  perplexity. 
The  troops,  in  embarking,  would  be  exposed  to  a  destructive  fire. 
How  was  this  to  be  prevented  ?  General  Howe's  pride  would  not 
suffer  him  to  make  capitulations ;  he  endeavored  to  work  on  the 
fears  of  the  Bostoniana,  by  hinting  that  if  bis  troops  were  mo- 
lested while  embarking,  he  might  be  obliged  to  cover  their  retreat, 
by  setting  fire  to  the  town. 

The  hint  had  its  effect.  Several  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
oomraunicated  with  him  through  the  medium  of  General  Kobert- 
son.  The  result  of  the  negotiation  was,  that  a  paper  was  con- 
cocted and  signed  by  several  of  the  "  select  men"  of  Boston,  stating 
the  fears  they  bad  entertained  of  the  destruction  of  the  place, 
but  that  those  fears  had  been  quieted  by  General  Howe's  declara- 
tion that  it  should  remain  uninjured,  provided  his  troops  were 
unmolested  whiio  embarking ;  the  select  men,  therefore,  begged 
"  some  assurance  that  so  dreadful  a  calamity  might  not  be  brought 
on,  by  any  measures  from  without." 

This  paper  was  sent  out  from  Boston,  on  the  evening  of  the 
Sth,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  which  bore  it  to  the  American  lines  at 
Kosbury.  There  it  was  received  by  Colonel  Learned,  and  carried 
by  him  to  bead-quarters.  Washington  consulted  with  such  of 
the  general  officers  as  he  could  immediately  assemble.  The  paper 
was  not  addressed  to  him,  nor  to  any  one  else.  It  was  not  au- 
thenticated by  the  signature  of  General  Howe  ;  nor  was  there  any 
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other  act  obliging  that  comniander  to  fulfil  tlie  promise,  asserted 
to  have  teen  made  by  him.  It  was  deemed  proper,  therefore, 
that  WaslringtOQ  should  give  no  a.nswer  to  tho  paper;  hut  that 
Colonel  Learned  should  signify  in  a  letter,  his  having  laid  it 
before  the  command  er-in-ebief,  and  the  reasons  assigned  for  not 
answering  it 

With  this  nncompTOmising  letter,  the  flag  returned  to  Boston. 
The  Americans  suspended  their  fire,  but  continued  to  fortify  their 
petitions.  On  the  night  of  the  9th,  a  detachment  was  sent  to 
plant  a  battery  on  Noot'a  Hill,  an  eminence  at  Dorchester,  whieb 
lies  nearest  to  Boston  KecL  A  fire  kindled  behind  the  hill,  re- 
vealed the  project.  It  provoked  a  cannonade  from  tlie  British, 
which  was  returned  with  interest  from  Cobble  Hill,  LechmerB 
Point,  Cambridge,  and  Hosbury.  The  roar  of  camionry  and 
bursting  of  bombshells  prevailed  from  half  after  eight  at  night, 
until  eis  in  the  morning.  It  was  another  night  of  terror  to  the 
people  of  Boston ;  but  the  Americans  had  to  desist,  for  the 
present,  from  the  attempt  to  fortify  Nook's  Hill.  Among  the 
accidents  of  the  bombardment,  was  the  bursting  of  Putnam's 
vaunted  mortar,  "  the  Congress." 

DaUy  preparations  were  now  made  by  the  enemy  for  departure. 
By  proclamation,  the  inhabitants  were  ordered  to  deliver  up  all 
linen  and  woollen  goods,  and  all  other  goods,  that,  in  possession 
of  the  rebels,  would  aid  tbem  in  carrying  on  the  war.  Crean 
Bush,  a  New  York  tory,  was  authorized  to  take  possession  of 
such  goods,  and  put  them  on  board  of  two  of  the  transports. 
Under  cover  of  his  commission,  he  and  his  myrmidons  broke  open 
stores,  and  stripped  them  of  their  contents.  Marauding  gangs 
from  the  fleet  and  army  followed  their  example,  and  extended 
tlieir  depredations  to  private  houses.     On  the  I4th,  Howe,  in  a 
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general  order,  declared  that  tlie  first  soldier  caught  plundering 
should  le  hanged  on  the  spot.  Still  on  the  16tii  houses  were 
Ijrolcea  open,  goods  destroyed,  and  furniture  defeeed  by  the  troopa. 
Some  of  the  furniture,  it  is  true,  belonged  to  the  officers,  and  was 
destroyed  because  they  could  neither  sell  it  nor  carry  it  away. 

The  letter  of  a  British  officer  gives  a  lively  picture  of  the 
hurried  preparations  for  retreat.  "  Our  not  being  burdened  with 
provisions,  permitted  ns  to  save  some  stores  and  ammunition,  the 
light  field-pieces,  and  such  things  as  were  most  convenient  of  car- 
riage. The  rest,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  were  obliged  to  leave 
behind;  such  of  the  guns  as  by  dismounting  we  could  throw  into 
the  sea  was  so  done.  The  carriages  were  disabled,  and  every 
precaution  talren  that  our  circumstances  would  permit;  for  our 
retreat  was  by  agreement.  Tte  people  of  the  tnwn  who  were 
friends  to  goverameat,  took  care  of  nothing  but  their  merchandise, 
and  found  means  to  employ  the  men  belonging  to  the  transports 
in  embarking  their  goods,  so  that  several  of  the  vessels  were 
entirely  filled  with  private  property,  instead  of  the  king's  stores. 
By  some  unavoidable  accident,  the  medicines,  surgeons'  chests, 
instruments,  and  necessaries,  were  left  in  the  hospital.  The  con- 
fusion unavoidable  to  such  a  disaster,  will  mate  you  conceive  how 
much  must  be  forgot,  where  every  man  had  a  private  concern. 
The  necessary  care  and  distress  of  the  women,  children,  sick,  and 
wounded,  required  every  as^tance  that  could  be  given.  It  was 
not  like  breaking  up  a  camp,  where  every  man  knows  his  duty ; 
it  was  like  departing  your  country  with  voui  wn  <.a,  youi  seivants, 
your  household  furniture,  and  all  youi  meumhi  inc£=!  Tho 
officers,  who  felt  the  diigiace  of  then  retreat  did  their  utmo=t 
to   keep  up   appearinees      The   men,  who    tlijutrht    thev  wu 
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c!niigiD^  lor  tlic  Ijcttci  btroto  to  til  e  idvintigc  ff  the  jirefcent 
tiuie'!  and  neie  kept  from  plunilei  and  drink  with  difficulty  "*' 

For  some  days  the  emhaikation  of  the  troops  W!is  delayed  by 
adverso  winds  Wasbrngton,  who  was  impeifectly  jnfonned  of 
affairs  m  Boston,  fetred  that  tlie  nioiemcnts  there  might  be  a 
feint  Deteimined  to  bring  thmgs  to  i  cn-i  s  he  dctiehcd  a 
foice  to  Nook  a  Hill  en  Saturday  the  16th,  which  threw  up  a 
breastwnik  iit  the  night  legardless  of  the  cannonading  of  the 
enemj  Thn  oonmianilcd  Boston  Ned  ,  ^nd  the  south  pirt  of 
the  town,  and  a  deserter  biought  a  til-'C  iqort  to  the  Biiti  h 
that  a  general  iB&ault  was  intended 

The  embarkation  bo  long  deliytd  bog-iu  ivith  huri>  <knd  i  -n 
fusion  at  four  o  clock  m  the  morning  Tho  haiboi  of  Boston 
soon  presented  a  stuking  and  tumultuous  scene  There  were 
leventy  eight  hlifs  lud  transports  easting  loose  for  &ea  and 
elivtn  01  twelve  thousand  men,  soldiers  sailors  and  lefugees 
huiryiEg  to  embaiL,  many,  CBpecially  of  the  latter,  with  their 
fimilies  j.nd  persLnal  effects  The  lefugee  ,  m  fact  liborcd 
under  greater  dihadv^ntages  thin  the  king  s  tioops,  being  obliged 
to  man  their  own  \efcsek,  as  suflicient  &cimen  could  not  be  spaitd 
from  the  king  s  transports  Speaking  of  those  '  wh  •  had  taken 
upon  them-*Ires  the  style  and  title  of  government  men"  m 
Boatm,  ani  acted  an  unfriendly  part  in  this  great  contest,  Wash 
iBgton  observes  By  all  accounts  there  never  existed  a  morj 
miserable  set  ot  beings  than  these  wretched  creatures  now  are 
Taught  to  beheie  that  the  powei  ot  Greit  Eiitim  was  supeiior 
to  all  opposition  ind  that  foreign  aid  if  not  was  at  hand,  they 
were  even  higher  anil  nmie  insulting  m  then  tppositun  than  tho 
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Regulars.  When  tlie  order  issued,  tLorefore,  for  embarking  the 
troops  in  Boston,  no  electric  shock — no  sudden  clap  of  thunder, 
— in  a  word,  the  last  trump  could  not  Lavs  struck  them  with 
greater  consternation.  They  were  at  their  wits'  end,  and  con- 
scious of  tlieir  hlack  ingratitude,  chose  to  commit  themselves, 
in  the  manner  I  have  ahove  described,  to  tho  mercy  of  the  waves 
at  a  tempestuous  season,  rather  than  meet  their  offended  country- 
While  this  tnmultaoua  embirkat  on  was  o  nj,  o  the  Ame 
cans  looked  on  in  silence  fr  m  the  batte  ea  on  Dorcheste 
Heights,  without  firing  a  shot  It  wis  lucky  for  the  mhab  t 
ants  now  left  In  Boston,  that  th  y  d  1  not  w  te  B  t  1  offi 
eer;  "for  I  am  informed  eve  v  thm^^  was  p  jarel  t  et  the 
town  in  a  blaze,  had  they  fi  ed  ono  cannon     t 

At  an  early  hour  of  tho  morn  ng  the  troops  tat  onpd  at 
Cambridge  and  Bosbury  hal  pirai  1  a  i  seyeral  re^ments 
nuder  Putnam  had  embarkel  n  b  ts  anl  d  opj  1  lown  Cha  le** 
River,  to  Sewall's  Point,  to  w  t  b  (be  m  vements  of  tl  enemy 
by  land  and  water.  About  n  no  o  lock  a  1  rgo  bo  ly  of  trooi  3 
was  seen  marching  down  Bunkers  Hill,  Tihile  boats  fnll  jf  ^ol 
diers  were  putting  off  for  the  shipping.  Two  scouts  were  seut  from 
the  camp  to  reconnoitre.  The  works  appeared  stiJl  to  be  occu- 
pied, for  sentries  were  posted  about  them  with  shouldered  mus- 
kets. Observing  them  to  be  motionless,  the  scouts  made  nearer 
scrutiny,  and  discovered  them  to  be  mere  eifigies,  set  up  to  delay 
the  advance  of  the  Americans.  Pushing  on,  they  found  the 
works  deserted,  and  gave  signal  of  the  fact ;  whereupon,  a  detach- 
ment was  sent  from  the  camp  to  take  possession, 

"  Letter  to  John  A.  IVaahiiigton,  Am.  .Vrcli.  -Itli  Series,  y.  HgO, 
f  Frothingliam,  Siege  of  Boston,  310. 
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Part  of  Putnam's  troopa  were  now  Bent  back  to  Cambridgo ; 
a  pajt  were  ordered  forward  to  occupy  Boston.  Geaeral  Wai'd, 
too,  with  five  hundred  men,  made  his  way  from  Roxbury,  across 
the  ECck,  about  which  the  enemy  had  scattered  caltrops  or  crow's 
feet,*  to  impede  inv^on.  The  gates  were  unbarred  and,  thrown 
open,  and  the  Americans  entered  in  triumph,  with  drums  beating 
and  colors  flying. 

By  ten  o'clock  the  enemy  were  ali  embarked  and  imder  way  : 
Putnam  had  taken  command  of  the  city,  and  occupied  the  im- 
portant points,  and  the  flag  of  thirteen  stripes,  the  standard  of 
the  Union,  floated  alove  all  the  forts. 

On  the  following  day,  Washington  himself  entered  the  town, 
where  he  was  joyfully  welcomed.  He  beheld  around  him  sad 
traces  of  the  devastation  caused  by  the  bombardment,  though 
not  to  the  extent  that  he  had  apprehended.  There  were  evi- 
dences, also,  of  the  haste  with  which  the  British  had  retreated — 
five  pieces  of  ordnance  with  their  trunnions  knocked  off;  others 
hastily  spiked;  others  tlirowii  off  the  wharf.  "  G-eneral  Howe's 
retreat,"  writes  Washington,  "  was  precipitate  beyond  any  thing 
I  could  have  conceived.  The  destruction  of  the  stores  at  Dan- 
bar's  camp,  after  Braddock's  defeat,  was  tut  a  faint  image  of 
what  may  be  seen  at  Boston;  artillery  carts  cut  to  pieces  in  one 
place,  gun  carriages  in  another;  ahella  broke  hero,  shots  buried 
there,  and  every  thing  carrying  with  it  the  face  of  disorder  and 
confusion,  as  also  of  diatr^s."  t 

To  add  to  the  mortification  of  General  Howe,  he  received,  we 
are  told,  while  sailing  out  of  the  harbor,  despatches  from  tie 
ministry,  approving  the  resolution  he  had   so   strenuously  ex- 

*  Iran  tails,  with  Einr  elinrp  points,  ta  wound  tiio  IcBt  of  men  or  iiorses. 
t  Lee's  Memoirs,  p.  1G2, 
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pressed,  of  Maintaining  his  post  vintil  he  skould  rcccivo  reinforce- 
ments. 

As  tiie  smallpox  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  the  town,  precau- 
tions were  taken  by  Washington  for  its  puriRoation ;  and  the 
main  body  of  the  army  did  not  march  in  until  the  20th.  "  The 
joy  manifested  in  the  countenances  of  the  inhabitants,"  eays  an 
observer,  "  was  overcaat  by  the  melancholy  gloom  caused  by  ten 
tedious  months  of  siege;  "  but  when,  on  the  22d,  the  people  from 
the  country  crowded  into  the  town,  "  it  was  truly  interesting," 
writes  the  same  observer,  "  to  witness  the  tender  interviews  and 
fond  embraces  of  those  who  had  been  long  separated  under  cir- 
cumstaneea  so  peculiarly  distressing."  " 

Notwithstanding  the  haste  with  which  the  British  army  was 
embarked,  the  fleet  lingered  for  some  days  in  Nantucket  Road. 
Apprehensive  that  the  enemy,  now  that  their  forces  were  col- 
lected in  one  body,  might  attempt  by  some  blow  to  retrieve  theb 
late  disgrace,  Washington  hastily  threw  up  works  on  Fort  HiU, 
which  commanded  the  harbor,  and  demolished  those  whiot  pro- 
tected the  town  from  the  neighboring  country.  The  fleet  at 
length  disappeared  entirely  from  the  coast,  and  the  deliverance 
of  Boston  was  assured. 

The  eminent  services  of  Washington  throughout  this  arduous 
siege,  bis  admirable  management,  by  which,  "  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months,  an  undisoi^lined  hand  of  husbandmen  became  sol- 
diers, and  were  enabled  to  invest,  for  nearly  a  year,  and  finally  to 
expel  a  brave  army  of  veterans,  commanded  by  the  most  experi- 
enced generals,"  drew  forth  the  enthusiastic  applause  of  the 
nation.     No  higher  illustration  of  this  great  achievement  need  be 

*  Tliaclier's  Mil.  JoHrn,il,  p.  .'jO. 
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given,  tliau  the  summary  of  it  contaiiieii  in  the  speech  of  a 
British  statesman,  the  Dulcc  of  Maiiehester,  ia  the  House  of 
Lorda.  "  The  army  of  Britain,"  said  he,  "  equipped  with  every 
possible  essential  of  war;  a  chosen  army,  with,  chosen  officers, 
backed  hy  the  power  of  a  mighty  fleet,  sent  to  correct  rcTolted 
subjects;  sent  to  chastise  a  resisting  city;  sent  to  assert  Britain's 
authority ; — has,  for  many  tedious  months,  been  imprisoned  within 
that  town  by  the  Provincial  army;  who,  their  watchful  guards, 
permitted  them  ao  inlet  to  the  country;  who  braved  all  their 
efforts,  and  defied  all  their  skill  and  ability  ia  war  could  ever  at- 
tempt. One  way,  indeed,  of  escape  was  left;  the  fleet  is  yet  re- 
spected ;  to  the  fleet  the  army  has  recourse ;  and  British  generals, 
whose  name  nevei  met  with  a  hlot  of  dislionor,  are  forced  to  quit 
that  town  whieh  wis  the  Smt  object  of  the  war,  the  immediate 
cause  of  hostilities,  the  phce  of  arms,  which  has  cost  this  nation 
more  than  a  million  to  defend  ' 

"We  close  this  eventful  chipter  of  "Washington's  history,  with 
the  honor  decreed  to  him  by  the  highest  authority  of  his  country. 
On  motion  of  John  Adams  who  hid  first  moved  hia  nomination 
as  commander- ia-chicf,  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  in  Congress,  and  it  was  orlercd  that  a  gold  medal  be 
struck,  commemorating  the  eiacuation  of  Boston,  bearing  tlio 
efligy  of  Washington  as  its  deliverer. 


bvGoo<^le 
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The  ]!ritiah  fleet  bearing  the  army  from  Boston,  had  disappeared 
from  the  eoaat.  "  "Whither  they  are  bound,  and  where  they  nest 
will  pitch  their  teats,"  writes  Washington,  "  I  iinow  not."  lie 
conjectured  their  destination  to  be  New  Yorlt,  and  made  his 
arrangements  accordingly;  but  he  was  mistaken.  General  Howe 
had  steered  for  Halifax,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  strong  rein- 
forcements from  England,  and  the  fieet  of  his  brother,  Admiral 
Lord  Howe;  who  was  to  he  commander-ia-chief  of  the  naval 
forces  on  tho  North  American  station. 

It  was  thought  these  brothers  would  co-operate  admirably 
in  tho  exercise  of  their  relative  functions  on  land  and  water. 
Yet  they  were  widely  different  in  their  habits  and  dispositions. 
Sir  William,  easy,  indolent,  and  self-indulgent,  "hated  busi- 
ness," we  are  told,  "  and  never  did  any.     Lord  Howe  loved  it, 
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dwelt  upon  it,  ne^er  eould  leave  it."  Beside  liis  nautical  com- 
mands, ho  had  been  ti-easiirer  of  the  navy,  member  of  the  board 
of  admiralty,  and  had  held  a  seat  in  Parliament ;  wliere,  accord- 
ing to  Walpole,  he  was  "  silent  as  a  root,"  excepting  when  naval 
afiairs  were  under  discussion  ;  when  he  spoke  briefly  and  to  the 
point.  "  My  Lord  Howe,"  said  G-eorge  II.,  "  your  life  has  been 
a  continued  series  of  services  to  your  country."  He  was  now 
about  fifty-one  years  of  age,  tall,  and  well  proportioned  like  his 
brother ;  but  wanting  his  ease  of  deportment.  His  complexion 
was  dart,  his  countenance  grave  and  strongly  marked,  and  he  had 
a  shy  rcscrYC,  occasionally  mistaken  for  haughtiness.  As  a  naval 
officer,  he  was  esteemed  resolute  and  enterprising,  yet  cool  and 
firm.  In  his  younger  days  he  had  contracted  a  friendship  for 
"Wolfe;  "  it  ■was  like  the  union  of  cannon  and  gunpowder,"  said 
Walpole,  Howe,  strong  in  mind,  solid  in  judgment,  firm  of 
purpose,  was  said  to  be  tie  cannon ;  "Wolfe,  quick  in  concep- 
tion, prompt  in  execution,  impetuous  in  action — the  gunpowder.* 
The  bravest  man,  we  are  told,  eould  not  wish  for  a  more  able, 
or  more  gallant  commander  than  Howe,  and  the  sailors  used  to 
say  of  him,  "  Give  us  Black  Dick,  and  we  fear  nothing." 

Such  is  his  lordship's  portrait  as  sketched  by  English  pencils ; 
we  shall  see  hereafter  how  far  his  conduct  conforms  to  it.  At 
present  we  must  consider  the  state  of  the  American  army,  in 
the  appointments  and  commands  of  which  various  changes  had 
recently  taken  place. 

It  was  presumed  the  enemy,  in  the  en&uing  campaign,  would 
direct  their  operations  against  the  Middle  and  Southern  colonics. 
Congress  divided  those  colonies  into  two  departments ;  one,  com- 

*  Barrow's  Liib  of  Earl  Howc,  p.  400, 
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prehendJDg  Now  York,  New  Jersey,  Penasylvaiiiii,  Delaware  and 
Maryland,  was  to  be  under  the  command  of  a  major-general,  and 
two  brigadier-geaerals ;  the  other,  comprising  Vir^ia,  the  Car- 
olimis  and  Geor^,  to  he  under  the  command  of  a  major-general, 
and  four  brigadiers. 

In  this  new  arrangement,  the  orders  destining  General  Lee  to 
Canada,  were  superseded,  and  he  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Southern  department,  where  he  was  to  keep  watch  upon  the 
mOTemonts  of  Sir  Henry  Ciinton.  He  was  somewhat  dissatisfied 
with  the  change  in  his  destination.  "  As  I  am  the  only  general 
officer  on  the  continent,"  writes  he  to  Washington,  "  who  can 
Bpeak  or  think  in  French,  I  confess  I  think  it  would  have  been 
more  prudent  to  have  sent  me  to  Canada;  but  I  shall  obey  with 
alacrity,  and  I  hope  with  success." 

In  reply,  "Washington  observes,  "  I  was  just  about  to  congrat- 
ulate you  on  your  appointment  to  the  command  in  Canada,  when 
I  received  the  account  that  your  destination  was  altered.  As  a 
VirginiaD,  I  must  rejoice  at  the  change,  but  as  an  American,  I 
think  yon  would  have  done  more  essential  service  to  the  common 
cause  in  Canada.  For,  besides  the  advantage  of  speaking  and 
thinking  in  French,  an  ofScer  who  is  acquainted  with  their 
manners  and  customs,  and  has  travelled  in  their  country,  mast 
certainly  take  the  strongest  hold  of  their  affection  and  confi- 
dence." 

The  command  in  Canada  was  given  to  General  Thomas,  who 
Lad  distinguished  himself  at  Roxbury,  and  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major-general.  It  would  Lavo  been  given  to  Schuyler, 
hut  for  the  bflrm  state  of  his  health;  still  Congress  expressed  a 
reliance  on  his  efforts  to  complete  the  work  "so  conspicuously 
begun  and  well  conducted  "  under  his  orders,  in  the  last  cam- 
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paign;  and,  as  not  merely  the  suecesB  but  tte  very  esist-ence  of 
the  army  in  Canada  would  depend  on  supplies  sent  from  these 
oolouies  OCTOSS  the  lakes,  he  was  required,  until  tether  orders,  to 
fix  hia  head-qnarters  at  Albany,  where,  without  being  exposed  to 
the  fatigue  of  tJie  camp  until  his  health  was  perfectly  restored, 
ho  would  be  in  a  situation  to  forward  supplies ;  to  superintend 
the  operations  necessary  for  the  defence  of  New  York  and  the 
Hudson  Eiver,  and  the  affairs  of  the  whole  middle  department. 

Lee  set  out  lor  the  South  on  the  7th  of  March,  carrying 
with  him  his  bold  spirit,  his  shrewd  sagsvcity,  and  his  whimsical 
and  splenetic  humors.  The  following  admirably  impartial  sketch 
is  given  of  him  by  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother  Augna- 
tine:  "  He  is  the  first  in  military  knowledge  and  experience  we 
have  in  the  whole  army.  He  is  zealously  attached  to  the  cause; 
honest  and  well  meaning,  but  rather  fickle  and  violent,  I  fear,  in 
his  temper.  However,  as  he  possesses  an  uncommon  share  of 
good  sense  and  spirit,  I  congratulate  my  countrymen  on  his 
appointment  to  that  department  "  * 

We  give  by  anticipation  a  few  passages  from  Lee's  letters, 
illustrative  of  his  character  and  career.  The  news  of  the  evacu- 
ation of  Boston  reached  him  in  Virginia.  In  a  letter  to  Wash- 
ington, dated  Williamsburg,  April  5,  he  espressea  himself  on  the 
subject  with  generous  warmth,  "  My  dear  general,"  writes  he, 
"  I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you;  I  congratulate  the  piiblic,  on 
the  great  and  glorious  event,  your  possession  of  Boston.  It  will 
bo  a  most  bright  page  in  the  annala  of  America,  and  a  most 
abominable  black  one  in  those  of  the  beldam  Britain.  GrO  on,  my 
dear  general;  crown,  yourself  with  glory,  and  cstablisii  the  liber- 

•  yoxes's  Am.  Arcbives,  4tii  Series,  v.  562. 
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tiea  and  lustre  of  your  country  on  a  foundation  more  permanent 
than  the  Capitol  rock." 

Then  reverting  to  himaelf,  his  subacid  humors  work  up,  and 
he  shows  that  he  had  been  as  much  annoyed  in  "Williamaburg,  by 
the  interference  of  committees,  as  he  had  been  in  New  York. 
"  My  situation,"  writes  he,  "  is  just  as  I  expected.  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  make  a  shabby  figure,  without  any  real  demerits  of  my  own. 
I  am  like  a  dog  in  a  dancing-school ;  I  know  not  where  to  turn 
myself,  where  to  fix  myself.  The  circumstances  of  the  country, 
intersected  with  navigable  rivei-s ;  the  uncertainty  of  tlie  enemy's 
designs  and  motions,  who  can  fly  in  an  instant  to  any  spot  they 
choose,  with  their  canvas  wings,  throw  me,  or  would  throw  Julius 
Ca^ar  into  this  inevitable  dilemma;  I  may  possibly  be  in  the 
North,  when,  as  Kichard  says,  I  should  serve  my  sovereign  in  the 
West.  I  can  only  act  from  surmise,  and  have  a  very  good  chance 
of  surmising  wrong.  I  am  sorry  to  grate  your  ears  with  j.  truth, 
but  must,  at  all  eventi,  assure  you,  that  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  New  York  are  angels  of  decision,  when  compared  with  yuui 
countrymen,  the  committee  of  safety  nsaombled  at  Williamsbuig 
Page,  Lee,  Mercer  and  Payne,  are,  indeed,  exceptions,  but  fiom 
Pendleton,  Bland,  the  Treasurer  and  Co. — Libera  nos  domine  !  " 

Lee's  letters  from  Virginia,  written  at  a  later  date,  were  in  a 
better  humor.  "There  is  a  noble  spirit  in  this  province  pei-rad- 
ing  all  orders  of  men ;  if  the  same  becomes  universal,  we  shall  be 
saved.  I  am,  fortunately  for  my  own  happiness,  and,  I  think,  for 
the  well-being  of  the  community,  on  the  best  terms  with  the 
senatorial  part,  as  well  as  the  people  at  large.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  preserve  their  confidence  and  good  opinion."  * 

«  Foi-co's  Am.  Archives,  itii  Series,  vol.  v.  TJ'I. 
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And  in  a  letter  to  Washingtin 

"I  have  formed  two  companies  of  grenidiers  to  each  regi 
ment,  and  with  spears  thirteen  f  ct  lonj,  Their  rifles  (t3r  they 
aro  all  riflemen)  sling  over  th  ir  bhouHeri  fheii  aijearanee  is 
formidable,  and  tho  men  are  concihated  to  the  weapon  *  •  * 
I  am  likewise  furaisliing  m^  self  with  four  oimced  rified  amu 
aettes,  which  will  carry  an  infernal  distance  the  two  ounced  Lit 
a  half  sheet  of  paper,  at  five  hundred  yards  distance." 

On  Lee's  departure  for  the  South,  Brigadier-general  Lord 
Stirling  had  remained  in  temporary  command  at  New  York. 
Washington,  however,  presuming  that  the  British  fleet  had 
steered  for  that  port,  with  the  force  which  had  evacuated  Boston, 
hastened  detachments  thither  under  Generals  Heath  and  Sullivan, 
and  wrote  for  three  thousand  additional  men  to  he  furnished  by 
Connecticut.  The  command  of  the  whole  he  gave  to  trenerai 
Putnam,  who  was  ordered  to  fortify  the  city  and  the  passes  of 
tho  Hudson,  according  to  tho  plans  of  General  Lee.  In  the 
mean  time,  Washington  delayed  to  come  on  himself,  until  ho 
should  have  pushed  forward  the  main  body  of  his  army  by 
divisions. 

Lee's  anticipations  that  lasity  and  confusion  would  prevail 
after  hie  departure,  were  not  realized.  The  veteran  Putnam,  on 
taking  command,  put  the  city  under  rigorous  military  rule.  The 
soldiers  were  to  retire  to  their  barracks  and  quarters  at  the  beat- 
ing of  the  tattoo,  and  renmin  there  until  the  reveille  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  inhabitants  were  subjected  to  the  same  rule.  None 
would  be  permitted  to  pass  a  sentry,  without  the  countersign, 
which  would  be  furnished  to  them  on  applying  to  any  of  tl^e 
brigade  majors.  All  communication  between  the  "  ministerial 
fleet  "  and  shore  was  stopped  ;  the  ships  were  no  longer  to  be  fur- 
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nialicd  with  proyisions.  Any  person  tsiken  in  tlie  act  of  lioUing 
communiuatioa  witli  them  would,  he  conaidcred  an  enemy,  and 
treated  accordingly. 

We  have  a  lively  picture  of  the  state  of  the  city,  in  letters 
written  at  the  time,  and  already  cited,  "  When  yon  are  informed 
that  New  York  is  deserted  by  its  old  inhahitants,  and  filled  with 
soldiers  from  New  England,  Philadelphia,  Jersey,  &c.,  you  will 
naturally  conclude  the  environs  of  it  are  not  very  safe  from  so 
undisciplined  a  multitude  as  our  Provincials  are  rppresented  to 
be;  but  I  do  believe  there  are  very  few  instances  of  so  great  a 
number  of  men  together,  with  so  little  mischief  done  by  them. 
They  have  all  the  simplicity  of  ploughmen  in  their  manners,  and 
seem  i^^uite  strangers  to  the  vices  of  older  soldiers :  they  have 
been  employed  in  creating  fortifications  in  eveiyjiart  of  the  town. 
*  "^  *  Governor  Tryon  loses  his  credit  with  the  people  here 
prodigionsly ;  he  has  lately  issued  a  proclamation,  desiring  the 
deluded  people  of  this  colony  to  return  to  their  obedience, 
promising  a  speedy  support  to  the  friends  of  government,  declar- 
ing a  door  of  mercy  open  to  the  penitent,  and  a  rod  for  the  dis- 
obedient, &c.  The  friends  of  government  were  provoked  at 
being  so  distinguished,  and  the  friends  to  liberty  hung  him  in 
effigy,  and  printed  a  dying  speech  for  him.  A  letter,  too,  was  in- 
tercepted from  him,  hastening  Lord  Howe  to  New  Yorlc,  as  the 
rebels  were  fortifying.  These  have  entirely  lost  him  the  good 
will  of  the  people.  *  *  *  You  cannot  think  how  sorry  I  am 
the  goveraer  has  so  lost  himself,  a  man  once  so  much  beloved. 
O  Lucifer,  once  the  son  of  morn,  liow  fallen !  General  Washing- 
ton is  expected  hourly ;  General  Putnam  is  here,  with  several 
other  generals,  and  some  of  their  ladies.  *  *  *  The  variety  of 
reports  keeps  one's  mind  always  in  agitation.     Clinton  and  Howe 
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have  set  the  coatiuent  a  raciiig  from  Bostou  to  Caroliua.  CliEton 
came  into  our  harbor :  awaj  flew  the  women,  children,  goods  and 
chattels,  and  in  came  the  soldiers  flocking  from  every  part.  No 
sooner  was  it  known  that  ho  was  not  going  to  land  here,  than  ex- 
presses were  sent  to  Virginia  and  Carolina,  to  p«t  them  on  their 
guard;  his  next  expedition  was  to  Virginia;  there  they  were 
ready  to  receive  him;  from  thence  without  attemptiog  to  land,  he 
sailed  to  Carolina.  Now  General  Howe  is  leading  us  another 
dance."  * 

Washington  came  on  by  the  way  of  Providence,  Norwich  and 
New  London,  espeditiug  the  embarkation  of  troops  from  these 
posts,  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  13th  of  April.  Many  oC 
tlio  works  which  Lee  had  commenced  were  by  this  time  finished ; 
others  were  in  progress.  It  was  apprehended  the  principal 
operations  of  the  enemy  would  be  on  Long  Island,  the  high 
grounds  of  which,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Brooklyn,  commanded 
the  city.  Washington  saw  that  an  able  and  efficient  officer  was 
needed  at  that  place.  Greene  was  accordingly  stationed  there, 
with  a  division  of  the  army.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  com- 
plete the  fortifications  of  that  important  post,  and  t-o  make  hini' 
self  acquainted  with  the  topography,  and  the  defensive  point*  of 
the  surrounding  country. 

The  aggregate  force  distributed  at  several  estensive  posts  in 
New  York  and  ita  environs,  and  on  Long  Island,  Stateii  Island 
and  elsewhere,  amounted  to  little  more  than  ten  thousand  men ; 
some  of  those  were  on  the  sick  list,  others  absent  on  command,  or 
on  furlough ;  there  were  but  about  eight  thousand  available  and 
fit  for  duty.      Those,  too,  were  without  pay ;   those  recently  eii- 

*  IJemcinbr.inoer,  vol.  iii.  p.  Sfi. 
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listedj  witliout  arma,  and  no  ono  could  sj.j  wln-'re  arms  wire  to  be 
procured. 

Washington  saw  the  inadeijiiaoj  of  the  force  to  the  purposes 
required,  and  was  full  of  solicitude  ahout  the  security  of  a  place, 
the  central  point  of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  grand  deposit  of 
ordnance  and  military  stores.  He  was  aware  too,  of  the  disafiec- 
tiou  to  the  cause  among  many  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  apprehen- 
s        ft    ah    J      Th  p  ff    thngth    ^lac  had  induced 

th      h  p      f  w      t     f  11  d  wn  tl  t      I     ,  within  the 

Hool  pw  d  f  tw  ty  m  1  f  m  tl  ty  but  Governor 
Ty      w  11        b      df  ftlmkpgupan  active 

pd         wthtltea       St  dJ  Islands,  and 

in  other  part'i  of  the  ne  ghboih  od 

Wash  Dgton  took  an  e  irly  ocwsi  n  t  1 1dress  an  urgent  letter 
to  the  committ  e  of  afety  pointing  out  tho  dangerous,  and  eveu 
treaaonable  nature  of  this  coirespondence  lie  had  more  weight 
and  influenoe  with  that  bidy  th  n  h'id  been  po'ises'sed  bj  Geneial 
Lee,  and  procured  the  pas.  age  of  a  le  olution  probibitmg,  under 
severe  penalticf  all  iiitereoui^e  with  the  king's  fchips 

Head  quortei"?  at  thi't  time  was  <i  scene  of  incessant  toil  on 
the  part  of  the  oon  mai  der  m  chief  1  is  scoretaiies  and  aidc^  de 
camp.  "  1  give  in  to  no  kind  of  amusements  mjeelt, '  writes  he, 
"and  conse^iently  thoso  a>out  me  can  hive  none,  but  aie  con 
fined  from  momi  g  until  ovon  ng  hearing  and  answeiiug  applica^ 
tions  and  ietten  The  prenenee  of  Mrs.  Washmgton  wis  a 
solace  in  the  midit  of  these  stem  mlllt^ly  cares,  and  diffused  a 
feminine  giiei.  and  decorum  anl  a  cheerful  spmt  over  the 
domestic  arrangements  of  heid-qnartei'i  where  everything  was 
conducted  with  simpl  ity  an !  d  ^nity  Tho  wivet  of  some  of 
the  other  generals  and  officers  lallied  around  Mrs    Waahmgton, 
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but  social  intercourse  was  generally  at  an  end.  "  Wo  all  live 
here,"  writes  a  lady  of  New  York,  "  like  nuns  shut  up  in  a, 
Euiinery.  No  society  witii  tlic  town,  for  there  are  none  there  to 
visit ;  neither  can  we  go  in  or  out  after  a  certain  hour  without 
the  countersign." 

In  addition  to  his  cares  about  the  security  of  New  York, 
Waflhington  had  to  provide  for  the  perilous  exigencies  of  the  army 
in  Canada.  Since  his  arrival  in  the  city,  four  regiments  of 
troops,  a  company  of  riflemen  and  another  of  artificers  had.  been 
detached  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-general  Thompson,  and 
a  further  corps  of  six  regiments  under  Brigadier-general  Sulli- 
van, with  orders  to  Join  General  Thomas  as  soon  as  possible. 

Still  Congress  inquired  of  him,  whether  further  reinforce- 
ments to  the  army  in  Canada  would  not  be  necessary,  and 
whether  they  could  be  spared  from  the  army  in  New  Toik  His 
reply  shows  the  peculiar  perplexities  of  his  sttuition,  and  the  tor 
menting  uncertainty  in  which  he  was  kept,  a^>  to  nhtie  the  next 
storm  of  war  would  break.  "With  icfpect  to  sendmt;  mure 
troops  to  that  countiy,  I  am  really  at  a  lots  wh  it  to  adi  isc,  a^  it 
is  impossible,  at  present,  to  "know  the  designs  of  the  enemy 
Should  they  send  the  whole  foi-ce  undei  General  Howe  up  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  to  relieve  Quebec  and  recover  Canada,  the 
troops  gone  and  now  going,  will  be  IniufE.&ient  to  stop  their  pro 
gross ;  and,  should  they  think  propei  to  send  that,  oi  a,n  equal 
force,  this  way  from  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpooe  of  posHossmg 
this  city  and  securing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  Kiver,  the 
troops  left  here  will  not  be  sufficient  to  oppose  them ,  and  yet,  for 
any  thing  we  know,  I  think  it  not  impiobable  they  may  j,ttompt 
both ;  both  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to  them,  If  they 
have  men.     I  oould  wish,  indeed,  that  the  army  in  Canada  should 
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1)6  more  powcrfiilly  reinforced ;  at  the  same  time,  I  am  conscious 
tliat  the  trusting  of  this  important  post,  wliicli  is  now  become  the 
grand  magazine  of  America,  to  the  liandful  of  mea  remaning 
here,  is  running  too  great  a  risk.  The  securing  of  this  post  and 
Hudson's  River  is  to  us  also  of  so  great  importance,  that  I  cannot, 
at  present,  advise  the  sending  any  more  troops  from  henoe ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  general  officers  now  here,  whom  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  consult,  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  increase  tho 
army  at  this  place  with  at  least  ten  thousand  men ;  especially 
when  it  is  considered,  that  from  this  place  only  the  army  in 
Canada  must  draw  its  supplies  of  ammunition,  provisions,  and 
moat  pi-ohahly  of  men." 

Washington  at  tiiat  time  was  not  aware  of  the  extraordinary 
expedients  England  had  recently  resorted  to,  against  the  nest 
campaiga  The  Dnke  of  Brunswick,  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse 
Oassel,  and  tie  Hereditary  Prince  of  Oassel,  Count  of  Hanan, 
bad  been  subsidized  to  furnish  troops  to  assist  in  the  subjugation 
of  her  cobnies.  Four  thousand  three  hundred  Bi-unswick  troops, 
and  nearly  thirteen  thousand  Hessians,  had  entered  the  Britisli 
service.  Beside  the  subsidy  exacted  by  the  German  princes,  they 
were  to  be  piud  seven  pounds  four  shillings  and  four  pence  ster- 
ling for  every  soldier  furnished  by  them,  and  as  much  more  for 
every  one  slain. 

Of  this  notable  arrangement,  Washington,  as  we  observed,  was 
not  yet  aware,  "  The  designs  of  the  enemy,"  writes  he,  "  are  too 
much  behind  the  curtain  for  me  to  form  any  accurate  opinion  of 
their  plan  of  operations  for  the  summer's  campaign.  We  are  left 
to  wander,  therefore,  in  the  field  of  conjecture."  * 

'*'  Ltttiii'  to  the  President  of  Congrcsf,  5th  Miiy. 
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WitLin  a  few  days  afterwards,  he  had  vague  accounts  of 
"Hessiaus  and  Hanoverian  trooje  coming  over;"  but  it  was  not 
tintil  the  17th  of  May,  when  he  received  letters  from  General 
Schuyler,  inclosing  others  from  the  commanders  in  Canada,  that 
he  knew  in  what  direction  some  of  these  IjoUs  of  war  -were 
launched ;  and  this  calls  for  some  further  particulars  of  the  cam- 
paign on  the  banlts  of  tho  St.  Lawrence  ;  which  we  shall  give  to 
the  reader  iu  the  ensuing  chapter. 
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In  a  former  chapter,  we  left  Arnold  l>efore  the  walla  of  Quebec, 
wounded,  crippled,  almost  disabled,  jet  not  disliearteaed ;  block- 
ading that  "  proud  town  "  with  a  force  inferior,  hy  half,  in  number 
to  that  of  the  garrisoE.  Foi  Ins  gallant  services,  Congress  pro- 
moted him  in  January  to  the  rank  of  hngadioi  genoi  il. 

Throughout  the  winter  he  kept  up  the  blockade  with  his  shatr 
tered  army;  though  had  Carleton  ■ventured  upon  d  sortie,  he 
might  have  been  forced  to  decimp  That  cautious  general,  how- 
ever, remained  within  his  walls.  He  was  sure  of  reinforcements 
from  England  in  the  spring,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  trusted  to  tlie 
elements  of  dissolution  at  work  in  the  besieging  army. 

Arnold,  in  truth,  had  difficulties  of  all  kinds  to  contend  with. 
His  military  chest  was  exhausted  j  his  troops  were  in  want  of 
necessaries;  to  procure  supplies,  ho  was  compeUed  to  resort  to 
the  paper  money  issued  by  Congress,  which  was  uncurrent  among 


,v  Google 


l""']  THE    CAMP    BEFORE    QUEBEC.  199 

the  CanadiacB ;  he  issued  a  proelnmation  making  the  refusal  to 
take  it  in  payment  a  penal  offence.  This  only  produced  irritation 
and  disgust.  Aa  the  terms  of  their  enlistment  expired,  his  men 
claimed  their  discharge  and  returned  home.  Sicimess  also  thinned 
liis  ranits ;  so  that,  at  one  time,  his  force  was  reduced  to  five 
hundred  men,  and  for  two  months,  with  all  his  recrnitments  of 
raw  militia,  did  not  eseeed  seven  hundred. 

The  failure  of  the  attaelc  on  Quebec  had  weakened  the  cause 
among  the  Canadians ;  the  peasantry  had  been  displeased  by  the 
conduct  of  the  American  troops;  they  had  once  welcomed  them 
as  deliverers ;  they  now  hegan  to  regard  them  as  intruders.  The 
seigneurs,  or  noblesse,  also,  feared  to  give  further  countenance 
to  an  invasion,  which,  if  defeated,  might  involve  them  in  ruin. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  discouragements,  Arnold  still  kept 
up  a  bold  face ;  cut  off  supplies  occasionally,  and  harassed  the 
place  with  alarms.  Having  repaired  his  batteries,  he  opened  a 
fire  upon  the  town,  but  with  little  effect ;  the  best  part  of  the 
artillerists,  with  Lamb,  their  capable  commander,  were  prisonera 
within  the  walls. 

On  the  1st  day  of  April,  General  Wooater  arrived  from  Mon- 
treal, with  reinforcements,  and  took  the  command.  The  day 
after  his  arrival,  Arnold,  by  the  falling  of  his  horso,  again 
received  an  injury  on  the  leg  recently  wounded,  and  was  disabled 
for  upwards  of  a  week.  Considering  himself  slighted  by  General 
Wooster,  who  did  not  consult  him  in  military  affairs,  he  obtained 
leave  of  absence  until  he  should  bo  recovered  from  his  lameness, 
and  repaired  to  Montreal,  where  he  took  command. 

General  Thomas  arrived  at  the  camp  in  the  course  of  April, 
and  found  the  army  in  a  forlorn  condition,  scattered  at  different 
posts,  and  on  the  island  of  Orleans.     It  was  numerically  in- 
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creaseil  to  upwards  of  two  thousand  men,  but  several  Imndred 
were  unfit  fnr  service.  The  smallpox  had  made  great  ravages. 
Thoy  had  iooculated  eacli  other.  In  their  eick  and  debilitated 
state,  they  were  without  barraulcs,  and  almost  without  medicine. 
A  portion,  whose  term,  of  enlistment  had  expired,  refused  to  do 
duty,  and  clamored  for  their  discharge. 

The  winter  was  over,  the  river  was  breaking  np,  reioforoements 
to  the  garrison  might  immediately  hv  expected,  and  then  the  ease 
would  be  desperate.  Observing  that  the  river  about  Quebec  was 
clear  of  ice,  General  Thomas  determined  on  a  bold  effort.  It 
was,  to  send  up  a  fire-ship  with  the  flood,  and,  while  the  ships  in 
the  harbor  were  in  flames,  and  the  town  in  confusion,  to  scale  the 
walis- 

Accordingly,  on  the  third  of  May,  the  troops  turned  out  with 
scaling  ladders;  the  flre-ship  came  up  the  river  nnder  easy  sail, 
and  arrived  near  the  shipping  before  it  was  discovered.  It  was 
fired  into.  The  crew  applied  a  slow  match  to  the  train  and 
pulled  off.  The  ship  was  soon  in  a  blaze,  but  the  flames  caught 
and  consumed  tlio  sails;  her  way  was  checked,  and  she  drifted  off 
harmlessly  with  the  ebbing  tide.      The  rest  of  the  plan  was,  of 


Nothing  now  remained  but  to  retreat  before  the  enemy 
should  bo  reinforced.  Preparations  were  made  in  all  haste,  to 
embark  the  siek  and  tbe  military  stores.  While  this  was  taking 
place,  five  ships  made  their  way  into  the  harbor,  on  the  6th  of 
May,  and  began  to  land  troops.  Thus  reinforced,  General  Oarle- 
tou  sallied  forth,  with  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  men.  We 
quote  his  own  letter  for  an  account  of  his  sortie.  "  As  soon  as 
part  of  the  29th  regiment  with  the  marines,  in  all  about  two 
hundred,  were  landed,  they,  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  gai-ri- 
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son,  by  ijLia  time  much  improved,  and  in  Mgh  spirts,  marclied  out 
uf  tlic  ports  of  St.  Louis  and  St.  Johns,  to  see  what  these  mighty 
boasters  were  abont.  They  were  foimd  very  busy  in  their  prepa- 
rations for  a  retreat  A  few  sliots  beiiig  esehanged,  the  line 
marclied  forward,  and  the  place  was  soon  cleared  of  these  plun- 
derers." 

By  his  own  account,  however,  these  "  mighty  boasters  "  had 
held  him  and  his  garrison  closely  invested  for  five  months;  had 
burnt  the  suburbs;  battered  the  walls;  thrown  red-hot  shot 
among  the  shipping;  made  repeated  and  daring  attempts  to  carry 
the  place  by  assault  and  stratagem,  and  rendered  it  necessary  for 
soldiers,  sailors,  marines,  and  even  judges  and  other  civil  ofEcera 
to  mount  guard.*  One  of&cer  declares,  in  a  letter,  that  for 
eighty  successive  nights  he  slept  in  bis  clothes,  to  be  ready  in  ease 
of  alarm. 

All  this,  too,  was  effected  by  a  handful  of  men,  exposed  in 
open  encampments  to  the  rigors  of  a  Canadian  winter.  If  in 
truth  they  were  boasters,  it  must  be  allowed  their  deeds  were 
equal  to  their  words. 

The  Americans  were  in  no  condition  to  withstand  Garleton's 
unlooked-for  attack.  They  had  no  iatrenehments,  and  could  not 
muster  three  hundred  men  at  any  point.  A  precipitate  retreat 
was  the  conseijuenco,  in  which  baggage,  artillery,  every  thing  was 
abandoned,  Hven  the  sick  were  left  behind ;  many  of  whom 
crawled  away  from  the  camp  hospitals,  and  took  refuge  in  tte 
woods,  or  among  the  Canadian  peasantry. 

(Jeneral  Carleton  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  engage  in  a  pur- 
suit with  his  newly-landed  troops.     lie  treated  tho  prisoners  with 

="  Ciirleton  to  Lord  Geoi^  Gcnnnine,  May  14- 
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great  humanity,  and  caused  tlie  sick  to  be  souglit  out  in  their 
hiding-places,  and  hrought  to  the  general  hospitala ;  with  assu- 
rances, that,  when  healed,  they  should  have  liberty  to  return  (o 
their  homes. 

General  Thomas  came  to  a  halt  at  Point  Descbamhault,  about 
sixty  miles  above  Quebec,  and  called  a  council  of  war  to  consider 
what  was  to  he  done.  The  enemy's  ships  were  hastening  up  the 
St  Lawrence  aomo  were  already  but  two  or  three  leagues  distant. 
The  i^mp  was  without  cannon  powder,  forwarded  by  Gfeneral 
Schuylei  had  fallen  mto  thi,  enemy's  hands  ;  there  were  not  pro- 
visions enouCjh  t)  subsist  the  army  for  more  than  two  or  three 
days  the  men  of  w  ir  too  mif'ht  run  up  the  river,  intercept  all 
then  resources  ind  icduce  them  to  the  same  extremity  they  had 
experienced  befire  Quebec  It  was  resolved,  therefore,  to  ascend 
the  rner  htiU  further. 

Greneral  Thomas,  however,,  determined  to  send  forward  the 
invalids,  but  to  remain  at  Point  Deschambault  with  about  five 
hundred  it. en,  until  he  should  receive  orders  from  Montreal,  and 
learn  whether  such  supplies  could  be  forwarded  immediately  as 
would  enable  him  to  defend  his  position.* 

The  despatches  of  General  Thomas,  setting  forth  the  disas- 
trous state  of  affairs,  had  a  disheartening  effect  on  Schuyler,  who 
feared  tie  army  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  Canada.  "Washing- 
ton, on  the  contrary,  spoke  oheericgly  on  the  subject.  "  We 
must  not  despair.  A  manly  and  spirited  opposition  only  can 
insure  success,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  improving  the  advan- 
tage they  have  obtained. "t 

He  regretted  that  the  troops  had  not  been  able  to  make  a  stand 

*  General  ThomaB  to  WashiiiBtoii,  May  8th. 
+  Waehingtou  to  Schujler,  May  17. 
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at  Point  Deschambault,  tut  hoped  they  would  maintain  a  post  aa 
far  down  the  river  as  poBsihle.  The  lower  it  was,  the  more  im- 
portant would  he  the  advantages  resulting  from  it,  as  all  the 
country  ahove  would  be  favorable,  and  furniKh  assistance  and 
support;  while  all  below  would  necessai'ily  be  in  the  power  of 
the  enemy. 

The  tidinga  oi  the  reverses  in  Canada  and  the  retreat  of  the 
American  army,  had  spread  consternation  throughout  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants,  and  the  New  England  frontiers,  wMcIi  would 
now  be  laid  open  to  invasion.  Committees  of  towns  and  districts 
assembled  ia  various  places,  to  conault  on  the  alarming  state  of 
affairs.  In  a  time  of  adversity,  it  relieves  the  publio  mind  to 
h  ive  some  individual  on  whom  to  charge  its  disasters.  General 
Schujler,  at  present,  was  to  be  the  victim.  We  have  already 
noticed  the  prejudioe  and  ill  will,  on  the  part  of  the  New  England 
people,  which  had  harassed  him  througliout  the  campaign,  and 
nearly  diiven  him  from  the  service.  His  enemies  now  stigma- 
tized him  as  the  cause  of  the  late  reverses.  He  had  neglected, 
they  said,  to  forward  reinforcements  and  supplies  to  the  army  in 
Canada.  His  magnanimity  in  suffering  Sir  John  Johnson  to  go 
at  large,  while  in  his  power,  was  agsun  misconstrued  into  a  crinie : 
he  had  thus  enabled  that  dangerous  man  to  renew  his  hostilities. 
Finally,  it  was  insinuated  that  he  was  untrue  to  his  country,  if 
not  positively  leagued  with  her  enemies. 

These  imputations  were  not  generally  advanced ;  and  when 
advanced,  were  not  generally  countenanced ;  but  a  committee  of 
King's  County  appears  to  have  given  them  credence,  addressing  a 
letter  to  the  oonimandcr-in- chief  on  the  subject,  accompanied  by 
documents. 

Washington,  to  whom  Schuyler's  heart  had  been  laid  open 
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througlioiit  all  its  trials,  aod  who  knew  its  rectitude,  received  the 
letter  and  dooaments  with  iudigaation  and  disgust,  and  sent  copies 
of  them  to  the  general.  "  From  these,"  said  ho,  "  jou  will 
readily  discover  the  diabolical  and  insidious  arts  and  schemes 
carrying  on  hy  the  tories  and  friends  of  govenimeot  to  raise  dis- 
trust, dissensions,  and  divisions  among  us.  Having  the  utmost 
confidence  in  your  integrity,  and  the  most  incontestable  proof  of 
your  great  attachment  to  our  common  country  and  its  interest,  I 
could  not  bat  look  upon  the  charge  against  you  with  an  eye  of 
disbelief,  and  sentiments  of  detestation  and  abhorrence ;  nor 
ahonld  I  have  troubled  yon  with  the  matter,  had  I  not  been  in- 
formed that  copies  were  sent  to  different  committees,  and  to 
Governor  Trumbull,  which  I  conceived  would  get  abroad,  and 
that  you,  should  you  find  I  had  been  furnished  with  them,  would 
consider  my  suppressing  ihem  as  an  evidence  of  my  belief,  or  at 
best  of  my  doubts,  of  the  charges."  * 

IVe  wiil  go  forward,  and  give  the  sequel  of  this  matter. 
While  the  imputations  in  question  had  merely  floated  in  public 
rumor,  Schuyler  had  taken  no  notice  of  them ;  "  hut  it  is  now," 
writes  ho  in  reply  to  Washington,  "  a  duty  which  I  owe  myself 
and  my  country,  to  detect  the  scoundrels,  and  the  only  means  of 
doing  this  is  by  requesting  that  an  immediate  inquiry  be  made 
into  the  matter ;  when  I  trust  it  will  appear  that  it  was  more  a 
scheme  calculated  to  ruin  me,  than  to  disunite  and  create  jeal- 
ousies in  the  friends  of  America.  Tour  Excellency  will,  there- 
fore, please  to  order  a  court  of  inquiry  the  soonest  possible ;  for 
I  cannot  sit  easy  under  such  an  infamous  imputation;  since  on 
this  extensive  continent,  numbers  of  the  most  respectable  obarac- 

*  WasMngton  to  Schuyler,  May  21. 
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ters  may  not  know  wliat  joiir  Escelleucj'  and  Congress  do  of  my 
principles  aad  exertiona  in  the  common  causu." 

He  furtlier  adds :  "  I  am  informed  by  persons  o(  good  credit, 
that  about  one  hundred  persona,  living  on  what  are  commonly 
called  the  New  Hampshire  Cfraats,  have  had  a  design  to  seize  me 
as  a  toi'y,  and  perhaps  atill  have.  Tliore  never  was  a  man  bo  hi- 
Ijimoualj  scandalized  and  ill-treated  as  I  ain." 

We  need  only  add,  that  the  Berkshire  committees  which,  in  a 
time  of  agitation  and  alarm,  had  hastily  given  countenance  to 
these  imputations,  investigated  them  deliberately  in  their  cooler 
momenta,  and  acknowledged,  in  a  letter  to  Washington,  tliat  they 
were  satisfied  their  suspiciona  respecting  General  Schuyler  were 
wholly  groundless.  "  We  sincerely  hope,"  added  they,  "  his 
name  may  be  handed  down,  with  immortal  honor,  to  the  latest 
posterity,  as  one  of  the  gi-eat  pillurs  of  the  American  cause." 
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As  the  reverses  in  Canada  would  affect  the  fortunee  of  the  Revo- 
lution elsewhere,  Wasiiington  sent  GeBeral  Gates  to  lay  the  des 
patches  conoerDing  them,  before  Congres3.  "His  uiilitaiy  eipe 
rience,"  said  he,  "  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  situation 
of  our  affMra,  will  enable  him  to  give  Congress  the  fullest  fcitis 
^fitlou  about  the  measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  at  this  alarm 
ing  crisis;  and,  with  his  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
America,  he  will  have  a  claim  to  their  notice  and  favors." 

Searoe  had  Gates  departed  on  his  mission  (May  19th),  when 
Washingtoa  himself  received  a  summons  to  Philadelphia,  to  advise 
with  Congress  concerning  the  opening,  campaign.  He  was  in- 
formed also  that  Gates,  on  the  16th  of  May,  had  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  Mifflin  to  that  of  brigadier- 
general,  and  a  wish  waa  intimated  that  they  might  take  the  com- 
mand of  Boston. 

ton  prepared  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia.     His  geu- 
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eral  orders  issued  on  the  19th  of  May,  show  the  ansioua  situation 
of  affairs  at  New  York.  Ih  case  of  aa  aUrm  the  i-espeotive  regi- 
mente  were  to  draw  up  opposite  to  their  eaeampmuatB  or  quar- 
ters, until  ordered  to  repair  to  the  alarm  po&ta.  The  alarm 
signals  for  regulars,  militia,  and  the  inhabitant*}  of  the  city, 
were,  in  the  day-time — two  caunon  fired  from  the  lampart  at 
Fort  George,  and  a  flag  hotted  on  the  top  of  Washington's  head- 
quarters. In  the  night — two  cannon  fired  as  ahoye,  and  two 
lighted  lanterns  hoisted  on  the  top  of  head-quarters.* 

In  hia  parting  instructions  to  Putnam,  who,  as  the  oldest 
major-general  in  the  city,  would  have  the  command  during  his 
absence,  Washington  informed  him  of  the  intention  of  tJie  Pro- 
vincial Gongrees  of  New  Tork  to  seize  the  principal  tories,  and 
disaffected  persona  in  the  city,  and  the  surrounding  country,  espe- 
cially on  Long  Island,  and  authorized  him  to  afford  military  aid, 
if  required,  to  carry  the  same  into  execution.  He  was  also  to 
send  Lord  Stirling,  Colonel  Putnam  the  engineer,  and  Colonel 
Knox,  if  he  could  be  spared,  up  to  the  Highlands,  to  esamine  the 
state  of  the  forts  and  garrisons,  and  report  what  was  necessary  to 
put  them  in  a  posture  of  defence.     Their  garrisons  were  chiefly 

*  Tlic  followiag  statement  of  the  batteries  at  New  Yock,  wo  find  dated 
May  22d. 

The  (Irasd  Baiieiy,  on  the  south  part  of  Hie  (own. 

l'''ort  G&ifffej  immediately  above  ifc. 

wate  HaU  BattsiTi,  on  the  left  of  the  Grand  Bntteiy. 

Oyifer  BMery,  behind  General  Washington's  head-qnorters. 

Grenadkr  Balterg,  near  the  Brew  Honse  on  the  North  River. 

Jersey  Battery,  on  the  left  of  the  Grenadier  Battery. 

Br^im^s  Hia  RedaiM,  on  Bayard's  Hill. 

,%«H(Bi-'s  Redmdit,  on  the  liill  where  his  brigade  is  encampeil. 

irn&rJat^'a  Bat/en/  (fascioea),  on  a  wharf  below  this  hilL 

Badlam's  SedaM,  on  a  hill  near  the  Jews'  buiying  groond. 
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composed  of  parts  of  a  regimeDt  of  New  York  troops,  eommandod 
by  Oolonel  James  Gliuton,  of  Ulster  County,  and  mere  said  to  be 


Tlie  general,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Washington,  departed  from 
New  York  on  the  2lBt  of  May,  and  tliey  were  invited  by  Mr. 
Hancock,  the  President  of  Congress,  to  be  bis  guests  during  their 
Bojonm  at  Philadelphia. 

Lee,  wlien  be  heard  of  Washington's  visit  there,  augured  good 
effects  from  it.  "  I  am  extremely  glad,  dear  general,"  writes  be, 
"  that  you  are  in  Philadelphia,  fortteir  coHncils  sometimes  lack  a 
little  of  military  electricity." 

Washington,  in  his  coflferences  with  Congress,  appears  to  have 
furnished  this  electricity.  He  rouDdly  expressed  his  conviction, 
that  no  accommodation  could  be  effected  with  Great  Britain,  on 
acceptable  terms.  Miuisterialists  bad  declared  in  Parliament, 
that,  the  sword  being  drawn,  tbe  most  coercive  measures  would  be 
persevered  va,  until  there  was  complete  submission.  Tbe  recent 
subsidiaing  of  foreign  troops  was  a  part  of  this  policy,  and  indi- 
cated unsparing  hostility.  A  protracted  war,  therefore,  was  in- 
evitable ;  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  it  on  successfully, 
with  tbe  scanty  force  actually  ouibodicd,  and  with  transient 
enlistments  of  militia. 

In  consequence  of  bis  representations,  resolutions  were  passed 
in  Congress  that  soldiers  should  be  enlisted  for  three  years,  with 
a  bounty  of  ten  ctollara  for  each  recruit;  that  tbe  army  at  New 
York  should  be  reinforced  until  the  Ist  of  December,  with  thir- 
teen thousand  eight  handred  militia;  that  gondolas  and  flre-rafts 
should  be  built,  to  prevent  the  men-of-war  and  enemy's  ships 
from  coming  into  New  York  Bay,  or  the  Narrows ;  and  that  a 
flying  camp  of  ten  thousand  militia,  famished  by  PeunsylvaDia, 
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Delaware  and  Marjiaud,  and  likewise  engaged  until  fke  Ist  i>c- 
cembei',  eliould  be  etationed  in  the  J'erseys  for  tlie  defeuoe  of  tho 
Middle  colonies,  Washington  was,  moi-cover,  empowered,  in  case 
of  emergency,  to  call  on  the  neighboring  colonies  for  temporary 
aid  with  their  militia. 

Another  important  result  of  his  conferences  with  Oongreiw 
was  the  establialiment  of  a  war  office.  Military  affairs  Lad  hither- 
to been  referred  in  Congress  to  committePs  oasually  appointed, 
and  had  consequently  been  uubjeet  to  great  inejiiUiity  ind  neg- 
lect. Henoeforth  a  permanent  conuaittee,  entitled  the  Board  of 
War  and  Orduauce,  was  to  take  cognizance  ot  them  The  first 
board  was  composed  of  five  members;  John  Adams  (  olouel 
Benjamin  Harrison,  Roger  Sherman,  James  Wilson,  and  Edward 
Butledge;  with  Eichai'd  Peters  as  secretary.  It  went  into  ope- 
ration on  the  12th  of  June. 

While  at  Philadelphia,  Washington  had  frequent  consultations 
with  George  Clinton,  one  of  the  delegates  from  New  York,  con- 
cerning the  interior  defences  of  that  province,  especially  those 
connected  with  tho  security  of  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson, 
where  part  of  the  regiment  of  Colonel  James  Clinton,  tlie  brother 
of  the  delegate,  was  stationed.  The  important  part  which  these 
brothers  were  soon  to  act  in  the  military  affairs  of  that  province, 
and  ultimately  in  its  political  history,  entitles  them  to  a  special 
notice. 

They  were  of  the  old  Clinton  stock  of  England ;  being  descend- 
ed from  G-cncral  James  Clinton,  an  adherent  of  royalty  in  the  time 
of  the  civil  wars,  but  who  passed  over  to  Ireland,  after  the  death 
of  Charles  I,  Their  father,  Charles  Clinton,  grandson  of  the 
general,  emigrated  to  America  in  1729,  and  settled  in  Ulster, 
now  Orange  County,  just  above  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson. 
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Though  not  more  than  fifty  miles  from  the  eity  of  New  York,  it 
was  at  that  time  on  the  borders  of  a  wilderness,  where  every 
house  had  at  times  to  be  a  fortress.  Charles  Clinton,  like  most 
men  on  our  savage  frontier  in  those  days,  was  a  warrior  by  neoes^ 
sitj,  if  not  fay  choice.  He  took  an  active  part  in  Indian  and 
li'renDh  ware,  commanded  a  provincial  regiment  stationed  at  Fort 
Herkimer,  joined  in  the  expedition  under  General  Bradstreet, 
when  it  passed  up  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  was  present  at 
the  capture  of  Eort  Erontenac.  His  sons,  James  and  George, 
ono  twenty,  the  other  seventeen  years  of  age,  served  in  the  same 
campaign,  the  one  as  capbwn,  the  other  as  lieutenant ;  thus  tak- 
ing an  early  lesson  in  that  school  of  American  soldiers,  the 
French  war. 

James,  whose  propensitira  were  always  military,  continued 
in  the  provincial  army  until  the  close  of  that  war ;  and  after- 
wards, when  settled  on  an  estate  in  Ulster  County,  was  able  and 
active  in  organiaing  its  militia.  George  applied  himself  to  the 
law,  and  became  successful  at  the  bar,  in  the  same  county. 
Their  father,  having  laid  aside  the  sword,  occupied  for  many 
years,  with  discernment  and  integrity,  the  honorable  station  of 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  died  in  Ulster  Coun- 
ty, in  1773,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age,  "  in  full  view  of 
that  revolution  in  which  his  sons  were  to  act  distinguished 
parts."  With  his  latest  breath  he  charged  them  "  to  stand  by  the 
liberties  of  their  country." 

They  needed  no  such  admonition.  From  the  very  first,  they 
had  been  heart  and  hand  in  the  cause.  George  had  championed  it 
for  years  in  the  New  York  logislatio'e,  signalizing  himself  by  his 
zeal  as  one  of  an  intrepid  minority  in  opposing  ministerial  op- 
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pression.  He  had  but  recGntly  taken  his  seat  as  delegate  to 
the  Continental  Congress. 

James  Clinton,  apjjointcd  colonel  on  the  30th  of  June,  1775, 
had  served  with  his  regiment  of  New  York  troops  under  Mont- 
gomery at  the  siege  of  St.  Johns,  and  the  capture  of  Montreal, 
after  which  he  had  returned  home.  He  had  subsequently  been 
appointed  to  tie  command  of  a  regiment  in  one  of  the  four  bat- 
talions raised  for  the  defence  of  New  Tork.  Wo  shall  soon  have 
oocasbn  to  speak  further  of  these  patriot  brothers. 

The  prevalence  of  the  smail-pox  had  frequently  rendered 
"Washington  uneasy  on  Mrs.  Washington's  account  during  her 
visits  to  the  army ;  he  was  relieved,  therefore,  by  her  submitting 
to  inoculation  during  their  sojourn  in  Philadelphia,  aud  having  a 
very  favorable  time. 

He  was  gratified,  also,  by  procuring  the  appointment  of  hia 
late  secretary,  Joseph  Eoed,  to  the  post  of  adjutant-general, 
vacated  by  the  promotion  of  General  Gates,  thus  placing  him 
once  more  by  his  aide. 
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DKai-ATCHBs  from  Canada  continued  to  be  disastrous.  GJeneral 
Arnold,  who  was  in  command  at  Montreal,  had  eatabliBhed  a  post 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  forty  miles  above  that  place,  on  a 
point  of  land  called  the  Cedars  ;  wliere  he  had  stationed  Colonel 
Bedel,  with  about  four  hundred  men,  to  prevent  goods  being 
sent  to  the  enemy,  in  the  npper  country,  and  to  guard  against 
surprise  from  them,  or  their  Indiana. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May,  Colonel  Bedel  received  intelli- 
gence that  a  large  body  of  British,  Canadians,  and  Indi 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Forster,  were  coming  down  from 
Oswegatcliie,  to  attaek  him.  Leaving  Major  Buttcrfield  in 
mand  of  the  post,  he  hastened  down  to  Montreal  to  obtain 
forcemeats.  Arnold  immediately  detached  one  hundred 
under  Major  Sbelburae,  and  prepared  to  follow  in  person,  with 
a  much  greater  force.  In  the  mean  time,  the  post  at  the  Cedars 
had  been  besieged,  and  Major  Butterfield  intimidated  into  a  sur- 
render, by  a  threat  from  Captain  Forster,  that  resistance  would 
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provoke  a  massacre  of  his  whole  garrison  by  tbe  Indians.  The 
reinforcements  under  Slajor  Slielburne  were  assajled  within  four 
miles  of  the  Cedars,  by  a  large  party  of  savages,  and  captured 
after  &  abarp  aliinaisb,  in  wbicb  several  wore  iiilled  on  botb  sides, 

Arnold  received  word  of  tbeso  disa.sters  while  on  tbe  mureb. 
Ho  instantly  sent  forward  some  Caugbnawaga  Indians,  to  over- 
take tbe  savages,  and  demand  a  surrender  of  tbe  prisoners ;  with 
a  threat  that,  in  case  of  a  refusal,  and  that  any  of  them  were  mur- 
dered, be  would  eaeriflce  every  Indian  wbo  fell  into  bis  bands,  and 
would  follow  tbe  offenders  to  their  towns,  and  destroy  them  by 
fire  and  sword.  Ho  now  embarked  four  hundred  of  his  men  in 
hateaus,  and  pushed  on  witb  the  remainder  by  land.  Arriving 
at  St.  Ann's,  above  the  rapids  of  tbe  St.  Lawrence,  be  discov- 
ered several  of  tbe  enemy's  bateaux,  taking  tbe  prisoners  off 
from  an  island,  a  leagne  distant.  It  was  a  tormenting  eight,  as 
it  was  not  in  his  power  to  relieve  them.  His  bateaux  were  a 
league  behind,  coming  up  tbe  rapids  very  slowly.  He  sent  sev- 
eral expresses  to  buiTy  them.  It  was  sunset  before  they  arrived 
and  be  could  embark  all  his  people;  in  the  mean  time,  bis  Caugb- 
nawaga messengers  returned  with  an  answer  from  the  savages. 
They  bad  five  hundred  prisoners  collected  together,  they  said,  at 
Quinze  Chiens,  where  they  were  posted;  should  be  offer  to  land 
and  attack  them,  they  would  kill  every  prisoner,  and  give  no 
quarter  to  any  who  should  fall  into  their  hands  thereafter. 

"  Words  cannot  express  my  feelings,"  writes  Arnold,  "  at  the 
delivery  of  this  message,  Tom  by  tbe  oonfiicting  passions  of 
revenge  and  humanity;  a  sufficient  force  to  take  ample  revenge, 
raging  for  action,  urged  me  on  one  band;  and  humanity  for  five 
Imndred  unhappy  wrotelies,  wbo  were  on  the  point  of  being 
sacrificed,  if  oui-  vengeance   was  not  delayed,  pleaded  equally 
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strong  on  tbo  otliei  In  tLis  s  tuati  n  h^  oidered  tin,  bJits 
to  row  immediately  for  the  slanl  whjtl  ci  he  hid  seen  the  enemy 
taking  their  prisoner  Befoie  lie  leached  it  the  >(aijges  had 
convoyed  them  all  w/ty  excepting  five  whom  liu  found  ni 
ked,  and  almost  starved  aid  one  oi  two  wlium  heing  unwell 
they  had  butchered  Arnold  now  public  i  f  r  Q  im/e  Chiens 
about  four  miles  distant  on  the  md,inLiud  Heienas  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  civUized  and  savage,  intrenubcd  and  fortified. 
As  Arnold  approached,  they  opened  a  fire  upon  his  boats,  with 
Bmall  arms,  and  two  brass  sis-pounders.  He  rowed  near  the 
land,  withottt  retarning  a,  shot.  By  this  time  it  was  too  dark  to 
distinguish  any  thing  on  shore,  and  being  unacq^uainted  with  tbe 
ground,  he  judged  it  prudent  to  return  to  St.  Johns. 

Here  he  called  a  council  of  war,  and  it  was  determined  to 
attack  the  enemy  early  in  the  morning.  In  the  course  of  the 
night,  a  flag  was  sent  by  Captain  Forater,  with  articles  for  an 
exchange  of  prisoners,  which  had  been  entered  iuto  by  him  and 
Major  Sherburne.  As  the  terms  were  not  equal,  they  were  ob- 
jected to  by  Arnold,  and  a  day  passed  before  they  were  adjusted. 
A  cartel  was  then  signed,  by  which  the  prisoners,  consisting  of 
two  majors,  nine  captains,  twenty  subalterns,  and  four  hundred 
and  forty-three  privates,  were  to  be  exchanged  for  an  equal  num- 
ber of  British  prisoners  of  the  same  rank,  and  were  to  be  sent 
to  the  south  shore  of  tbe  St.  Lawrence,  near  Caughnawaga, 
whence  to  retura  to  their  homes.  Nine  days  were  allowed  for 
y  of  the  prisonei's,  during  which  time  hostilities  should 


Arnold,  in  a  letter  to  the  eommisaioners  of  Congress  then  at 
Montreal,  giving  an  account  of  this  arrangement,  expressed  his 
indignation  at  the  conduct  of  the  king's  officers,  in  employing 
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savages  to  screen  their  butcheriea,  and  suffering  their  prisoners  to 
be  billed  in  cold  blood.  "  I  intend  being  with,  you  this  evening," 
added  he,  "  to  consult  on  some  effectual  mea,aiires  to  take  with 
those  savages,  and  still  more  savage  British  troops,  who  are  still 
at  Quinae  Ctiens.  As  soon  as  oar  prisoners  are  released,  I  hope 
it  will  he  in  our  power  to  take  ample  veugeanee,  or  nohly  fall  in 
the  attempt."  * 

The  accounts  which  reached  WajAington  of  these  affairs  were 
vague  and  imperfect,  and  kept  him  for  some  dajs  in  painful  sus- 
pense. The  disasters  at  the  Cedars  were  attributed  entirely  to 
the  base  and  cowardly  conduct  of  Bedel  aud  Butterworth,  and 
he  wroto  to  Schuyler  to  have  good  courts  appointed,  and  bring 
them,  and  every  other  officer  guilty  of  misconduct,  to  trial. 

"  The  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Canada,"  observes  he,  "is 
truly  alarming.  I  sincerely  wish  the  next  letters  from  the  north- 
ward may  not  contain  the  melancholy  advices  of  General  Arnold's 
defeat,  and  the  loss  of  Moatreal.  The  most  vigorous  exertions 
will  be  necessary  to  retrieve  our  circumstances  there,  and  I  hope 
you  will  strain  every  nerve  for  that  purpose.  Unless  it  can  be 
done  now,  Canada  will  be  lost  to  us  for  ever." 

"While  his  mind  was  agitated  by  these  concerns,  letters  from 
Schuyler  showed  that  mischief  was  brewing  in  another  quarter. 

Colonel  Guy  Johnson,  accompanied  by  the  Sachem  Brant  and 
the  Butlers,  had  been  holding  councils  with  the  Indians,  and  de- 
signed, it  was  said,  to  come  back  to  the  Mohawk  country,  at  the 
head  of  a  British  and  savage  force.  A  correspondence  was 
carried  or  between  him  and  hie  cousin,  Sir  John  Johnson,  who 

•  Arnold  to  the  Commia.  of  Oong.  37tTi  Miiy. 
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was  said,  to  be  preparing  to  oo-oporate  with,  his  Scotch  dcpeniianta 
and  Indian  allies. 

Considering  this  a  hreach  of  Sir  John's  parole,  Schuyler  had 
sent  Coloael  Elias  Dayton  with  a  force  to  apprehend  him.  Sir 
John,  with  a  niimbei-  of  his  armed  tenants,  retreated  for  refuge 
among  the  Indians,  on  tlie  borders  of  the  lakes.  Dayton  took 
temporary  possession  of  Johnson  Hall,  placed  guards  atioat  it, 
seized  upon  Sir  John's  papers,  and  read  them  in  presence  of 
Lady  Johnson,  and  subsequently  conveyed  her  ladyship  as  a  kind 
of  hostage  to  Albany. 

Shortly  afterwards  caj.e  further  intelligcnco  of  the  designs 
of  the  JohnBona.  Sir  John,  with  his  Scotch  warriors  and  Indian 
allies,  was  said  to  be  actually  coming  down  the  valley  of  the 
Mohawk,  bent  on  revenge,  and  prepared  to  lay  every  thing  waste ; 
and  Schuyler  collecting  a  force  at  Albany  to  oppose  him.  "Wash- 
ington instantly  wrote  to  Schuyler,  to  detach  Colonel  Dayton  with 
his  regiment  on  that  service,  with  instructions  to  secure  a  post 
where  Fort  Stanwis  formerly  stood,  in  tlie  time  of  the  Frencb 
war.  As  to  Schuyler  himself,  Washington,  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, directed  him  to  hold  a  conference  witb  the  Six  Nations,  and 
with  any  others  whom  be  and  his  brother  commissioners  on  Indian 
affaiis  might  tlimk  necessary,  and  secure  tlieir  active  services, 
without  waiting  further  directions  from  Congress;  tliat  body 
hxiing  recently  resolved  to  employ  Indian  allies  in  the  war,  the 
enemy  haimg  set  the  example. 

"  We  espect  a  bloody  summer  in  New  York  and  Canada," 
writes  Washington  to  his  brother  Augustine,  "  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  we  are  not,  cither  in  mon  or  arms,  prepared  for  it. 
However,  it  is  to  be  toped,  that,  if  our  cause  is  just,  as  I  most 
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reiigiousiy  believo  it,  the  same  Pi'ovidoiiee  whicJi  has  in  many 
instances  appeared  for  ua,  will  stiil  go  on  to  afford  its  aid." 

Lord  Stirling,  who,  by  "Washmgton's  orders,  had  visited  and 
inspected  the  defences  ia  the  Highlands,  rendered  a  report  of 
their  condition,  of  which  we  give  the  purport.  Fort  Montgom- 
ery, at  the  lower  part  of  the  Highlands,  was  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  nortii  of  Dunderbcrg  {or  Thunder  Hill).  It  was  situated 
on  a  bank  one  hundred  feet  high.  The  river  at  that  place  was 
about  half  a  mile  wide.  Opposite  the  fort  was  the  promontory 
of  Anthony's  Nose,  many  hundred  feet  high,  accessible  only  to 
goats,  or  men.  espert  in  climbing.  A  body  of  riflemen  stationed 
here,  might  command  the  decks  of  vessels.  Fort  Montgomery 
appeared  to  Lord  Stirling  the  proper  place  for  a  guard  post. 

Fort  Constitution  was  about  six  miles  higher  up  the  river,  on 
a  rocky  island  of  the  same  name,  at  a  narrow  strait  where  the 
Hudson,  shouldered  by  precipices,  makes  a  saddea  bend  round 
West  Point.  A  redoubt,  io  the  opinion  of  Lord  Stirling,  would 
be  needed  on  the  point,  not  only  for  the  preservation  of  Fort 
Constitution,  but  for  its  own  importance. 

The  garrison  of  that  fort  consisted  of  two  companies  of 
Colonel  James  Clinton's  regiment,  and  Captain  Wisner's  company 
of  minute  men,  in  all  one  hundred  and  sixty  rank  and  file.  Fort 
Montgomery  was  garrisond  by  three  companies  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, about  two  hundred  rank  and  file.  Both  garrisons  were 
miserably  armed.  The  direction  of  the  works  of  both  forts  was 
in  the  hands  of  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New  York  The  general  command  of  the  posts  required 
to  be  adjusted.  Several  persona  accused  of  being  "notorious 
tories,"  had  recently  been  sent  into  Fort  Montgomery  by  the 
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clistrict  committeea  of  tlio  counties  of  Albany,  Dutclieas  and 
Westchester,  with  directions  to  the  commandiDg  officers,  to  keep 
them  at  hard  labor  until  their  further  order.  They  were  employed 
upon  the  fortifleattons. 

In  view  of  all  these  circumetancea,  Washington,  on  the  14th 
of  June,  ordered  Colonel  James  Clinton  to  take  command  of  both 
posts,  and  of  all  the  troops  stationed  at  them.  He  seemed  a  fit 
custodian  for  them,  having  been  a  soldier  from  his  youth ;  brought 
up  on  a  frontier  subject  to  Indian  alarms  and  incursions,  and 
acquainted  with  the  strong  points  and  fastnesses  of  the  Highlands. 
King's  Bridge,  and  the  heights  adjacent,  considered  by  General 
Lee  of  the  utmcrat  iuiportanoe  to  tte  communication,  between  New 
York  and  the  maiuland,  aad  to  the  security  of  the  Hudson,  were 
reconnoitred  by  Washington  on  horseback,  about  the  middle  of 
the  month ;  ordering  where  works  should  be  laid  out.  Breast- 
worts  were  to  be  thrown  up  for  the  defence  of  the  bridge,  and  an 
advanced  work  (subsequently  called  Fort  Independence)  was  to 
be  built  beyond  it,  on  a  hill  commanding  Spyt  den  Ihiirel  Creek, 
as  that  inlet  of  the  Hudson  is  called,  which  Unks  it  with  the 
Harlaem  River. 

A  strong  work,  intended  as  a  kind  of  citadel,  was  to  crown  a 
rocky  height  between  two  and  three  miles  south  of  the  bridge, 
commanding  the  channel  of  the  Hudson ;  and  below  it  were  to 
be  redoubts  on  the  banks  of  the  river  at  Jeffrey's  Point.  In 
honor  of  the  general,  the  citadel  received  the  name  of  Fort  Wash- 
Colonel  Bufus  Putnam  was  the  principal  engineer,  who  had 
the  direction  of  the  work^.  General  Mifflin  encamped  in  their 
vicinity,  with  part  of  the  two  battalions  from  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
Q  their  construction,  aided  by  the  militia. 
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While  these  preparations  were  made  for  the  protection  of  the 
Hudson,  the  works  about  Brooklyn  on  Long  Island  were  carried 
on  with  great  activity,  under  the  superintendence  of  General 
Greene.  In  a  word,  tte  utmost  exertions  were  made  at  every 
point,  to  put  the  city,  Its  environs,  and.  the  Hudson  River,  in  a 
state  of  defence,  before  the  arrival  of  another  hostile  armament. 
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Operations  in  Canada  were  drawing  to  a  disastrous  close.  Gren- 
ei  il  Thomas,  finding  it  impossible  to  make  a  stand  at  Point 
De&chambaiilt,  had  continned  his  retreat  to  the  mouth  of  tho 
feorel,  where  he  found  General  Thompson  with  part  of  the  troops 
detached  by  "Washington,  from  New  York,  who  were  making  some 
prepaiationi  for  defence.  Shortly  after  his  arrival,  he  waa  taken 
jll  with  the  small-pox,  and  removed  to  Ghamblee.  He  had 
prohibited  inoculation  among  his  troops,  because  it  put  too  many 
uJ  then  •itaiity  number  on  the  sick  list ;  he  probably  fell  a  victim 
to  his  own  prohibition,  as  he  died  of  that  malady  on  the  2d  of 

On  his  death,  General  Sullivan,  who  had  recently  arrived  with 
the  main  detachment  of  troops  from  New  York,  succeeded  to  tho 
command;  General  Wooster  having  been  recalled.  He  advanced 
immediately  with  his  brigade  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sorol,  where  he 
found  General  Thompson  with  but  very  few  troops  to  defend  that 
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post,  having  detached  Colonel  St.  Clair,  with  sis  or  soven  hundred 
men,  to  Three  KivcrB,  about  fifty  miloa  down  the  St.  Lawreuce, 
to  give  cheet  to  an  advanced  corps  of  the  enemy  of  about  eight 
hundred  regulars  and  Canadians,  under  the  veteran  Scot,  Colonel 
Maclean.  In  tlio  mean  time  General  Thompson,  who  was  left 
with  but  two  hundred  men  to  defend  hia  post,  was  sending  off  Iiis 
sick  and  his  heavy  baggage,  to  be  prepared  for  a  retreat,  if  neoes- 
saiy,  "  It  really  was  affecting,"  wi'ites  Sullivan  to  Washmgton, 
"to  see  the  banks  of  the  Sorel  lined  with  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, leaping  and  clapping  their  hands  for  joy,  to  see  me  arrive ; 
it  gave  no  less  joy  to  General  Thompson,  who  seemed  to  bo  wholly 
forsaken,  and  left  to  fight  against  an  unequal  force  or  retreat 
before  them." 

Sullivan  proceeded  forthwith  to  complete  the  works  on  the 
Sorel;  in  the  mean  time  he  detached  General  Thompson  with 
additional  troops  to  overtake  St.  Clair,  and  assume  command  of 
the  whole  party,  which  would  then  amount  to  two  thousand  men. 
He  was  by  no  means  to  attack  the  encampment  at  Throe  Elvers, 
unless  there  was  great  prospect  of  success,  as  Ms  defeat  might 
prove  the  total  loss  of  Canada.  "  I  have  the  highest  opiuion  of 
the  bravery  and  resolution  of  the  troops  you  command,"  says 
SuUivan  in  his  instruotions,  "  and  doubt  not  but,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  kind  Providence,  you  will  open  the  w  ly  for  oui  lecovcr- 
ing  that  ground  which  former  troops  have  so  shamefully  left ' 

Sullivan's  letter  to  Washington,  written  at  tko  same  time  is 
full  of  saDguine  anticipation.  It  was  his  fixed  det ermine, tioii  to 
gain  post  at  Deschambault,  and  fortify  it  so  is  to  mike  it  inac- 
cessible. "  Tho  enemy's  ships  are  now  above  that  place,"  writes 
ho;  "  but  if  General  Thompson  succeeds  at  Three  Rivers,  I  will 
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Boon  remove  the  ships  below  Eieliolieu  Falls,  and  after  tLat, 
approach  .Quebec  aa  faat  as  possible." 

"  Our  affairs  here,"  adds  he,  "  have  taken  a  strange  turn  siiiee 
our  arrival.  The  Canadiang  are  flocking  by  hundreds  to  take  a 
part  with  us.  The  only  reason  of  their  disaffoetion  wae,  because 
our  exertions  were  so  feeble  that  they  doubted  much  of  our 
success,  and  even  of  our  ability  to  protect  them. 

"  I  Tenture  to  assure  you,  and  the  Congress,  that  I  can  iu  a 
few  days  reduce  the  army  to  order,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a 
kind  Providence,  put  a  new  faco  to  our  affairs  here,  which  a  few 
days  since  seemed  almost  impossible." 

The  letter  of  Sullivan  gave  Washington  an  uaospected 
gleam,  of  sunshine.  "  Before  it  came  to  hand,"  writes  he  in 
reply,  "  I  almost  dreaded  to  hear  from  Canada,  an  my  advices 
seemed  to  promise  nothmg  favorable,  but  rather  further  misfor- 
tunes. But  I  now  hopo  that  our  aflairs,  from  the  confused, 
distracted,  and  almost  forlorn  state  in  which  you  found  them,  will 
change,  and  assume  an  aspect  of  order  and  success."  Still  his 
sagacious  mind  perceived  a  motive  for  this  favorable  coloring  of 
affaii'S.  Sullivan  was  aiming  at  the  command  in  Canada;  and 
Washington  soberly  weighed  his  merits  for  the  appointment,  in  a 
letter  to  the  President  of  Congress.  -'  He  is  active,  spirited,  and 
aealously  attached  to  the  cause.  He  has  his  wants,  and  he  has 
his  foibles.  The  latter  ajo  manifested  in  his  little  tincture  of 
vanity,  and  in  an  over-desire  of  being  popular,  which  now  and 
then  lead  him  into  embarrassments.  His  wants  are  common  to 
us  alL  He  wants  experience  to  move  upon  a  grand  scale;  for 
the  limited  and  eontraeted  knowledge,  which  any  of  ns  havo  in 
military  matters,  stands  in  very  little  stead."  This  want  was 
overbaianeed,  on  the  part  of  "leaoral  Sullivan,  by  sound  judgment, 
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some    acquaint iiiCL  «ith   men   mil   I     L      \d1  in    i,nteTj.ri  in^ 

"  As  tht  secTintj  oi  C  nidii  ot  the  la  t  mjoitan  e  tithe 
weli-ljemg  sf  the^e  colonies  aids  T\  ashin^ton  I  ihould  like 
to  know  tho  sontiments  ot  C  ongreic,  re^jpect  ng  the  nomination 
of  any  offieei  t3  tIl^fc  command  The  thaiacter  I  hive  drawn 
of  General  Sullivan  i-,  just  atcoidmg  t)  mj  ideas  of  him  Con 
gi-e^  will  tht-refore  determine  upon  the  piopiietj  of  coatinuing 
him  in  Canada  oi  sen  ling  another  as  thej  ^hall   cc  fit    * 

Scarce  had  "Washington  despatched  this  letter,  when  he 
received  one  from  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  the  18th  of 
June,  informing  him  that  Major-general  Gates  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  forces  in  Canada,  and  requesting  him  to 
expedite  his  departure  as  soon  as  possible.  Tho  appointment 
of  Gates  has  been  attributed  to  the  influence  of  the  Eastern  dele- 
gates, with  whom  he  was  a  favorite;  indeed,  during  his  station 
at  Boston,  he  had  been  highly  successful  in  cultivating  the  good 
graces  of  tlie  New  England  people.  He  dopai'ted  for  his  com- 
mand on  the  26th  of  June,  vested  with  extraordinary  powers 
for  the  regulation  of  affaire  in  that  "  distant,  dangerous,  and 
shifting  scene."  "  I  would  fain  hope,"  writes  Washington,  "  his 
arrival  there  -will  give  our  affiiirs  a  complexion  different  from 
what  they  have  worn  for  a  long  time  past,  and  that  many  essen- 
tial benefits  wiU  result  from  it." 

Despatches  just  received  from  General  Sullivan,  had  given 
a  difierent  picture  of  affairs  in  Canada  from  that  contained  in 
his  previous  letter.  In  fact,  when  he  wrote  that  letter,  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  actual  force  of  the  enemy  in  Canada,  which  had 

•  Washington  to  tho  President  of  Congress,  Julj  12,  1776. 
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receatiy  Leen  augmented  to  alwut  13,000  lueu  ;  several  regiments 
having  arrived  from  Irelaod,  one  from  England,  another  from 
General  Howe,  and  a  body  of  Emnswiek  troops  under  the  Baron 
Eeidcsel.  Of  these,  the  greater  part  were  on  the  way  up  from 
Quebec  in  divisions,  by  land  and  water,  with  Generals  Carleton, 
Burgoyne,  Philips  and  Keidescl ;  while  a  considerable  number 
under  General  Frazer  had  arrived  at  Three  Kivers,  and  others, 
under  General  Nesbit,  lay  near  them  on  board  of  transports. 

Sullivan's  despatch,  dated  on  the  8th  of  June,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Sorel,  began  in  his  former  sanguine  vein,  anticipating 
the  success  of  General  Thompson's  expedition  to  Three  Rivers. 
"  He  has  proceeded  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  made  his  attack 
at  dajhght,  for  at  that  time  a  very  heavy  cannonading  began, 
which  lasted  with  some  intervals  to  twelve  o'clock.  It  is  now 
near  one  r.  m.;  the  firing  lias  ceased,  except  some  irregular  firing 
with  cannon,  at  a  considerable  distance  of  time  one  from  the 
other.  At  eight  o'clock  a  very  heavy  firing  of  small-arms  was 
heard  even  here,  at  the  distance  of  forty-five  miles,  I  am 
almost  cerbun  that  victory  has  declared  in  our  favor,  as  the 
irregular  firing  of  the  cannon  for  such  a  length  of  time  after  the 
Bmall-arms  ceased,  shows  that  our  men  are  in  possession  of  the 
ground." 

The  letter  was  kept  open  to  give  the  particulars  of  this  sup- 
posed victory;  it  closed  with  a  dismal  reverse.  General  Thomp- 
son bad  coasted  in  bateaux  along  the  right  bank  of  the  river  at  that 
expanse  called  Lake  St,  Pierre,  and  arrived  at  Nicolete,  where 
ho  found  St.  Clair  and  his  detachment.  He  crossed  the  river 
in  the  night,  and  landed  a  few  miles  above  Three  Rivers,  intend- 
ing to  surprise  the  enemy  before  daylight;    he  was  not   aware 
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at  the  time  that  additional  troops  had  arrived  under  General 
Burgoyne. 

After  landing,  he  marched  with  rapidity  toward  Three  Rivers, 
hut  was  led  hy  treacherous  guides  into  a  morass,  and  obliged  to 

btim  back  neiily  two  miles  Day  broke,  and  he  was  discovered 
1  ira.  the  shipt  A  cannonide  was  opened  upon  his  men  as  they 
in  I  le  thm  way  slowly  for  an  hour  and  a  half  through  a  swamp. 

\.f  ]en,.th  they  arrived  in  ught  of  Three  Rivers,  but  it  was  to  find 

liar  c  fiice  diawn  up  m  battle  array,  under  G-eneral  Frazer, 
1-v  whum  they  were  wumly  ittaclced,  and  after  a  brief  stand 
thi  wn  m  confuBi  m      Thomj  on  attempted  to  rally  his  troops, 

n  I  piitly  succeeded  until  i  fire  was  opened  iipon  them  in  rear 
1  >  Svc'fbit  who  had  landid  fiom  his  ships.  Their  rout  nowWas 
Lomjlete  Geneial  Thompson  Colonel  Irvine,  and  about  two 
bundled  men  were  captured,  twenty-five  were  slaia,  and  the  rest 
]  iibued  for  several  miles  through  a  deep  swamp.  After  great 
fjtigues  mJ  '^u.fieimgs,  they  were  able  to  get  on  board  of  their 
b  its  which  hid  been  kejt  finm  falling  into  the  hands  of  tlie 
cncmj  In  these  they  mide  their  way  back  to  the  Sorel,  bring- 
ing General  Sullivan  a  sad  explanation  of  all  the  firing  he  had 
L  ard  and  the  alanning  mfelligence  of  the  overpowering  force 
thit  WIS  ((ming  up  the  iivei 

This  my  dear  general  '  writes  Sullivan,  in  the  conclusion 

£  hi**  letter  is  tlie  state  of  this  unfortunate  enterprise.  What 
you  will  next  hear  I  cannot  say,  I  am  every  moment  informed 
of  the  vast  number  of  the  enemy  which  have  arrived.  I  have 
only  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-three  rank  and  file. 
Most  of  the  ofEccra  seem  discouraged,  and,  of  course,  their  men. 
I  am  employed  day  and  night  in  fortifying  and  securing  my 
VOL.  u. — 10* 
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eamji  xnd  im  let  rm  ni,  1  to  LolJ  it  as  1  nj,  a  a  j  r  n  w  11 
stick  by  me 

He  bad  indeed  mile  tbe  dHSjerj.te  lewho  to  dofoni  the 
mouth  f  the  feorcl  but  wa^  induced  to  abinlou  it  ly  the 
unamrno  '^  cpnion.  of  his  o£E.eera  aul  the  evident  unwOlmg 
ness  of  hia  trooj  s  Dismantling  his  b  (terie  theicfore  ho 
letreated  with  bn  aitillery  *inl  at  loa  jiLt  before  the  arrival 
of  tbe  enemy  ind  was  f  Howe  1  step  by  step  along  tbe  SoreJ 
fay  a  strong  col  mm  un  lei  General  Burgoyn 

On  the  18th  f  Jii  e  he  wi5  loinod  by  General  Arnoll  with 
tbiee  hmdied  men  tbe  garr  oa  of  Montreal  who  had  croa  ed 
tt  Longueil  just  n  t  me  to  escape  a  ki  e  det  cbment  of  tbe 
enemy  Thus  leint  icel  inl  tbe  evi  nation  of  Can  li  being 
determined  on  m  i  council  of  wir  Sulbvan  succeelel  n  destroy 
mg  every  tkmg  at  Cbimblee  and  "^it  Johns  that  be  could  not 
Liriyaway  bieikng  down  bul^c  and  Icaying  foita  ind  vessels 
in  flames  anl  c  ntinued  bis  rotieat  t  the  Isle  aux  hon  where 
he  made  i  halt  for  some  d^ja  imtil  he  snould  receive  positive 
orders  fiom  "W  aebingt  n  or  Geneul  '^ehuylor  In  a  letter  to 
Wasbmgton  he  obseives  I  am  extremclv  sorry  it  w*s  n  t  in 
my  power  to  fulbl  your  Excellency  s  wi  bos  bykalmg  on  our 
tioops  to  Mct  ly  Aftei  stat  n£j  the  reason  of  bis  fa  lure  be 
rdds  I  tb  k  we  shall  secure  all  tnc  public  stores  in  I  bagg'kg" 
of  tbe  aimy  ind  scone  our  letreit  with  \ei)  bttle  loss 
Whether  we  shall  have  well  men  enough  to  carrj  them  on,  I 
much  doubt,  if  we  don't  remove  quickly  ;  unless  Heaven  is 
pleased  to  restore  health  to  this  wretebed  army,  now,  perhaps, 
She  moat  pitiful  one  that  ever  was  formed." 

The  low,  unhealthy  situation  of  tbe  Isle  aux  Noix,  obliged 
him  soon  to  remove  his  camp  to  the  Isle  la  Motte,  whence,  on 
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rcociviiig  orders  to  that  effect  &om  Geoeral  Sclmjlcr,  he  ulti- 
mately emtarked  witli  his  forces,  sick  aad  well,  for  Crowa  Point. 
Thus  ended  this  famous  invasion ;  an  enterprise  bold  in  He 
conceptions,  daring  and  hardy  in  its  exeoution ;  full  of  ingenious 
expedients,  and  hazardous  exploits;  and  which,  had  not  uyifore- 
Hoen  circumstancea  counteracted  its  well-devised  plans,  might 
have  added  all  Canada  to  tho  American  eonfederaey. 
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The  gi'eat  iim  rf  tlic  Biitisli,  at  present,  was  to  get  possession  of 
New  YoA  and  the  Hiid&oB,  and  make  them  the  basis  of  military 
operations.  This  they  hoped  to  effect  on  the  arrival  of  a  power- 
ful armament,  hourly  expected,  and  designed  for  operations  on 
the  seaboard. 

At  this  critical  junctnro  there  was  an  alarm  of  a  cocspiracy 
among  the  tories  in  the  city  and  on  Long  Island,  suddenly  to 
take  up  arms  and  co-operate  with  the  British  troops  on  their 
arrival.  The  wildest  reports. were  in  circulation  concerning  it. 
Some  of  the  tories  were  to  break  down  King's  Bridge,  others 
were  to  blow  up  the  magazines,  spike  the  guns,  and  massacre  all 
the  field-officers.  Washington  was  to  be  killed  or  delivered  up  to 
the  enemy.  Some  of  his  own  body-guard  were  said  to  be  in  the 
plot. 

Several  publicans  of  the  city  were  pointed  out,  aa  having  tuded 
or  abetted  the  plot.  One  was  landlord  of  tho  Highlander,  at  tho 
corner  of  Beaver  Street   and   Broadway.      Another   dispensed 
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liquor  under  ttc  sign  of  Eobia  Hooi  Anotlier  named  Lowry, 
described  as  a  "  fiit  man  ia  a  biiie  coat,"  kept  tavern  in  a  low 
Louse  opposite  tlie  Oswego  market.  Another,  James  Houlding, 
kept  3  beer  house  in  Tryon  Eow,  opposite  the  gates  of  the  upper 
barracks.  It  would  seem  as  if  a  network  of  corruption  and 
treachery  had  been  woven  throughout  the  city  by  means  of  these 
liquor  dealers.  One  of  the  most  noted,  however,  was  Corbie, 
whose  tavern  was  said  to  be  "  to  the  south-east  of  General  Wash- 
ington's house,  to  the  w^tward  of  Bayard's  Woods,  and  north 
of  Lispcnard's  Meadows,"  from  whieh  it  would  appear  that,  at 
that  time,  the  general  was  quartered  at  what  was  formerly  called 
Ilichmond  Hill ;  a  mauaion  surrounded  by  trees,  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  city,  in  rather  an  isolated  situation. 

A  committee  of  the  New  York  Congress,  of  which  John  Jay 
was  chairman,  traced  the  plot  up  to  Governor  Tryon,  who,  from 
his  safe  retreat  on  shipboard,  acted  through  agents  on  shore. 
The  most  important  of  these  was  David  Matthews,  the  tory 
mayor  of  the  city.  He  was  accxised  of  disbursing  money  to 
enlist  men,  purchase  arms,  and  corrupt  the  soldleiy, 

Washington  was  authorized  and  requested  by  the  committee, 
to  cause  the  mayor  to  be  apprehended,  and  all  his  papers  secured. 
Matthews  was  at  that  time  residing  at  Flatbnsh  on  Long  Island, 
at  no  great  distance  from  General  fireene's  encampment.  Waah- 
ingtoQ  transmitted  the  warrant  of  the  committee  to  the  general 
on  the  21st,  with  directions  that  it  should  "  be  executed  with  pre- 
cision, and  exactly  by  one  o'clock  of  the  ensuing  morning,  by  a 
careful  officer," 

Precisely  at  the  hour  of  one,  a  detachment  from  Greene's  brig- 
ade surrounded  the  house  of  the  mayor,  and  secured  his  person ; 
hut  no  papers  were  found,  though  diligent  search  was  made. 
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^um  luus  othci  airests  to  i,  jlate  iiid  imoug  tho  numbu 
somo  cf  "Wa^mgton'^  bodyguard.  4.  grc  it  dismay  tell  upon 
the  tone"  Snme  of  those  on  Lona;  Islanl  ivlio  liid  proceeded  to 
arm  themselvea,  flndmg  the  plot  diar-jierod  swght  refuge  in 
woods  ind  moras  es  W^'thington  directed  that  those  arrested, 
who  belonged  to  the  aimy,  should  ho  tried  hy  ■»  court  martial,  and 
the  rest  hinded  over  to  the  secular  powei 

According  to  statements  made  before  the  committee,  five 
guineas  bounty  wis  offered  by  GtovLrnor  Tiyon  to  each  man  who 
should  enter  the  king's  service ;  with  a  promise  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  for  himself,  one  hundred  for  his  wife,  and  fifty  for 
each  child.  The  men  thus  recruited  were  to  act  on  shore,  in  co- 
operation with  the  king's  troops  when  they  came. 

Corbie's  tavern,  near  Washington's  quarters,  was  a  kind  of 
rendezvous  of  the  conspirators.  There  one  Gilbert  Forbes,  a 
gunsmith,  "  a  short,  thick  man,  with  a  white  coat,"  enlisted  men, 
gave  them  money,  and  "  swore  them  on  the  book  to  secrecy." 
From  this  house  a  correspondence  was  kept  up  with  Cfovcmor 
TryoE  on  shipboard,  through  a  "  mulatto-colored  negro,  dressed 
in  blue  clothes."  At  this  tavern  it  was  supposed  Washington's 
body-guards  were  tampered  with.  Thomas  Hickey,  one  of  the 
guards,  a  dark-complexioned  man,  five  feet  sis  inches  high,  and 
well  set,  was  said  not  only  to  be  enlisted,  but  to  have  aided  in 
corrupting  his  comrades ;  among  others,  Greene  the  drummer,  and 
Johnson  the  fifer. 

It  was  further  testiSed  before  the  committee,  that  one  Ser- 
geant Graham,  an  old  soldier,  formerly  of  the  royal  artillery,  had 
been  employed  by  Governor  Tryon  to  prowl  round  and  survey 
the  grounds  and  works  about  the  city,  and  on  Long  Island,  and 
that,  on  inibrmatlon  thus  procured,  a  plan  of  operations  had  been 


,v  Google 


'TTR.J  THE    CONSPIKACY,  231 

concerted.  On  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  a  inan-of-war  should  can- 
nonade the  hattety  at  Ued  Hook ;  while  that  was  doing,  a  detach- 
ment of  the  army  should  land  lelow  with  cannon,  and  hy  a  cir- 
oiiitoua  march  surprise  and  storm  the  works  on  Long  Island,  Tho 
shipping  then,  with  the  remainder  of  t!ie  army,  were  to  divide, 
one  part  to  run  up  the  Hudson,  the  other  up  the  East  River; 
troops  were  to  land  ahove  New  York,  secure  the  pass  at  King's 
Bridge,  and  out  off  all  communication  between  tLe  city  and 
country.* 

Much  of  the  evidence  given  was  of  a  duhions  kind.  It  was 
curtain  that  persons  had  secretly  been  enlisted,  and  sworn  to 
hostile  operations,  but  Washington  did  not  think  that  any  regular 
plan  had  been  digested  by  the  conspirators.  "The  matter," 
writes  he,  "  I  am  in  hopes,  by  a  timely  discovery,  wUl  be  sup. 
pressed."  f 

According  to  tho  mayor's  own  admission  before  the  oommit- 
teo,  he  had  been  cognizant  of  attempts  to  enlist  tories  and  coiTupt 
Washington's  guards,  though  he  declared  that  he  had  discounte- 
nameed  them.  He  had  on  one  occasion,  also,  at  tlio  request  of 
Governor  Tryon,  paid  money  for  him  to  Gilbert  Forbes,  the  gun- 
smith, for  rifles  and  round-bored  guns  which  he  had  already  ftir- 
nished,  and  for  others  which  he  was  to  make.  He  had  done  so, 
however  (accordhig  to  his  account),  with  great  reluctance,  and 
after  much  hesitation  and  delay,  warning  the  gunsmith  that  ho 
would  be  hanged  if  found  out.  The  mayor,  with  a  number  of 
others,  were  detained  in  prison  to  await  a  trial. 

Thomas  Hickey,  the  individual  of  Washington's  guard,  was 
tried  before  a  coui-t -martial.     He  was  an  Irishman,  and  had  been 

+  Wafihington  to  the  Preeidont  of  Congrebs,  Jiuie  28. 
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a,  deserter  from  the  British  army.  The  court-martial  found  him 
guilty  of  mutiny  and  sedition,  and  treacherous  correspuudencu 
with  the  enemy,  and  seateneed  him  to  he  hanged. 

The  sentunee  was  approved  hy  Wasliiugtun,  and  was  carried 
promptly  into  effect,  in  the  most  solemn  and  impre&Bive  manner, 
to  serve  as  a  warning  and  example  in  this  time  of  treachery  and 
danger.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  all  the  officers  and  men 
oif  daty,  belonging  to  tlie  brigades  of  Heath,  Spencer,  Stirling 
and  Scott,  assembled  under  arms  at  their  respective  parades  at 
10  o'clock,  and  marched  thence  to  the  ground.  Twenty  men 
from  each  brigade,  with  bayonets  fixed,  guarded  the  prisoner  to 
the  place  of  execution,  which  was  a  field  near  the  Bowery  Lane. 
There  he  was  hanged  in  the  presence,  we  are  t^ild,  of  near  twenty 
thousand  persona. 

WhQe  the  city  was  still  brooding  over  this  doleful  spectacle, 
four  ships-of-war,  portentous  visitants,  appeared  off  the  Hook, 
stood  quietly  in  at  the  Narrows,  and  dropped  anchor  in  the  bay. 

In  his  orderly  book,  Washington  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
unhappy  fate  of  Thomas  Hiekey,  executed  that  day  for  mutiny, 
sedition,  and  treachery,  would  be  a  warning  to  every  soldifr  in 
the  line,  to  avoid  the  crimes  for  which  he  suffered.* 

■♦  As  tt  epeoimeii  of  the  reports  ■winch  cireuliited  tlironnliout  tlio  country, 
couGormog  tliis  conapiracy,  we  ^ve  an  extract  from  a  letter,  written  from 
WetliBrsfield,  in  Connecticut^  9th  of  July,  1776,  liy  the  llereceiul  John 
Marsli. 

"  Yon  luive  heard,  of  the  infernal  plot  that  has  been  diBcoversd.  About 
ten  daya  heforo  any  of  the  conspirabMS  -were  taken  up,  a  woman  went  to  tiio 
goneral  and  deared  a  private  audience.  Ho  granted  it  to  her,  and  ate  let  him 
know  that  Ills  lifs  vas  in  danger,  and  gave  him  euch  an  account  of  the  conspl- 
raoy  as  gained  his  confidence.  He  opened  tte  matter  to  a  few  friends,  on 
ivhom  he  could  depend.  A  strict  watch  iras  kept  nigiit  and  day,  until  n  fa- 
vorable opportunity  oeourred  ;  when  the  gaucral  went  to  bed  as  usual,  aroae 


,v  Google 


'T''*i-j  A    FLEET   FEOM    HALIFAX.  233 

On  tlie  29th.  of  June,  aa  express  from  the  look-out  on  Staten 
.[sland,  announced  tliat  forty  sail  were  in  sight.  They  wore,  in 
fact,  skips  from  Halifax,  bringing  between  nine  and  ten  thousand 
of  the  troops  recently  expelled  from  Boston ;  together  with  six: 
transports  filled  with  Highland  troops,  which  had  joined  the  fleet 
at  sea.  At  sight  of  this  formidable  armament  standing  into  the 
harbor,  Washington  instantly  sent  notice  of  its  arrival  to  Colonel 
James  Clinton,  who  had  command  of  the  posts  in  the  Highlands, 
and  urged  all  possible  preparations  to  give  the  eneinj  a  warm 
reception  should  they  push  their  frigates  up  the  river. 

According  to  general  orders  issued  from  head-quarters  on  the 
following  day  (June  30),  the  oflicers  and  men,  not  on  duty,  were 
to  march  from  their  respective  regimental  parades  to  their  alarm 
posts,  at  least  onoe  every  day,  that  they  might  become  well 
acquainted  with  them.  They  were  to  go  by  routes  least  exposed 
to  a  fire  from  the  shipping,  and  all  the  officers,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  were  to  make  themselves  well  acquainted  with  the 
Upon  a  signal  of  the  enemy's  approach,  or  upon  any 


uliout  two  o'clock,  told  Ills  lady  ha  was  a  going,  with  some  of  tliB  Prormoial 
Congress,  to  order  some  toriea  seized — desired  she  would  make  herself  easy, 
and  go  to  sleep.  He  went  off  without  any  of  his  aldes^de-eomp,  exoept  the 
cnptiun  of  his  life-gnard,  was  joiced  by  a  number  of  chosen  men,  with  lan- 
terns, and  proper  instronienta  to  break  open  houses,  and  before  six  o'clock 
nest  morning,  had  forty  men  nnder  guard  at  the  City  Hall,  among  whom  was 
the  mayor  of  the  city,  several  merchants,  and  five  or  six  of  his  own  life- 
guard. Upon  esamination,  one  Forbes  confessed  that  the  plan  was  to  assassi- 
nate the  general,  and  aa  many  of  tlie  superior  officers  as  they  could,  and  to 
blow  np  the  magazine  npou  the  appearance  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  B,nd  to  go  off 
in  boats  prepared  for  that  purpose  to  join  the  enemy.  Thos.  Hiekey,  who 
has  been  eiBOuted,  went  iiom  this  place.  Ho  came  from  Ireland  a  few  years 
ago.  Wliat  will  Tie  done  with  the  mayor  is  nneerfmn.  He  can't  be  tried  by 
court-marUal,  and,  it  is  said,  fliere  is  no  law  of  that  colony  by  which  he  can 
bo  condemned.    May  lie  have  his  deserts." 
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alariUj  all  fatigue  partiea  were  immediately  to  repair  to  tlioir 
i-espeotive  eorps  with  tteir  arms,  sanmunition  and  accoutrement h, 
ready  for  instant  action. 

It  was  ascertained  that  the  ramifieationa  of  the  eonspiraoy 
lately  detected,  extended  up  tlio  Hudson.  Many  of  the  dis- 
affected in  the  upper  counties  were  enlisted  in  it.  The  commit- 
tee of  safety  at  Cornwall,  in  Orange  County,  sent  word  to 
Colonel  James  Clinton,  Fort  Constitution,  of  tlie  mischief  that 
was  hrewing.  Jamea  Haff,  a  tory,  had  confessed  before  them, 
that  he  was  one  of  a  number  who  were  to  join  the  British  troops 
as  soon  as  they  should  arrive.  It  was  expected  the  latter  would 
push  up  the  river  aud  land  at  Vcrplanck's  Point ;  whereupon  the 
guns  at  the  forts  in  the  Highlands  were  to  be  spited  by  soldiers 
of  their  own  garrisons  ,■  and  the  tories  throughout  the  country 
were  to  he  up  in  arms.* 

Clinton  received  letters,  also,  from  a  meet    g     f      mnutt 
in  the  precincts  of  Newburgh,  apprising  him  th  t  j  dang 

ous  to  the  cause  were  lurking  in  that  neighho  hi        1    'q      t 
ing  him  to  detach  twenty-five  men  under  a  ce  t  m  1      t        t 
quainted  with  the  woods,  "to  aid  in  getting  som     f  th  1 

apprehended  and  secured." 

While  city  and  country  were  thus  agitatcl  1  j    ip    h 
of  danger,  internal  and  external,  other  arrival         11  d  tl     num 
her  of  ships  in  the  bay  of  New  York  to  one  h     d    d  -uid  thirty 
men-of-war  and  transports.     They  made  no  n  t  t  1 

the  Hudson,  but  anchored  off  Staten  Island,  wh  th  y  1  nl  d 
their  troops,  and  the  hill  sides  were  soon  wh  t      d  w  th  th 


i,  4th  S.vi.  1112. 
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In  the  f   t,  te  G-  ejhound  one  of  tlie  fon     h  j    wh    1  fir  t 

d     ve  1    cam     Gene  al  II  we      He  tad  p      e  led  tte  fle  I     n 

1     to  eonfe    w  th  Co  erno    T  j  n  anl  nform  Imnaelt  of  tli 

state  of    fta    s      In  a  lett  r  to  h     ^nvcrau   nth   w    t  Imt 

^\  th   C  ove  no     T  yon     n  bo    d   ol  a    1  p  at  tl  c  HooL    and 

3  y   gentlemen    fa  t   f  ends   ot    ^o  ernment    atten  1  n^^  liim 

f    ra     li  m  I  !i  ve  tho  f  11    t    nfo  m  t  on     f  the    t  to  of  th 

1)  1  TSe  p  a  el   tie  N-urows  w  th   tl   ee 

hp     fw        and   the  fi    t    1  vi     n   o±    t    nsjo-t     Iniol  the 

renal  e  sal  Ight    nfantry    is  the  &hj;       ame     p    on   th  s 

al  nd  to  the  gre  t  joy  ot  a  mo  t  1  yal  i  eoj  1     long  sufFe  nj,  on 

th  t  acco  nt  under  the  upj  e  s  on  of  the  r  hels  atit    ned    mong 

tl  em    wh    pre  p  t  tely  fl  1  on  the  app  o    h     t  the    h  j.p  n^, 

*     "     *     *     The  e    s  ^  eat  reaa  n  to  exj  e  t  a  n  me  ous 

body  of  the    nhah  t  nts  to  pm  the  a  my  f  o  n  the  j  o    n  e  of 

York,  the  Jerseys  and  Coimeeticut,  who,  in  this  time  of  universal 

oppression,  only  wait  for  opportunities  to  give  proofs  of  their 

loyalty  and  eeal."  * 

Washington  beheld  the  gathering  storm  with  an  anxiona  eye, 
aware  that  General  Howe  only  awaited  the  airrival  of  his  brother, 
the  admiral,  to  commence  hostile  operations.  He  wrote  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  urging  a  call  on  the  Massachusetts  govera- 


*  Governor  Tiyoii,  in  a  letter  dated  aliout  this  tjme  from  on  board  of 
tlie  Dncliess  of  Gordon,  off  Staten  Island,  writes:  "The  testimony  ^ven 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  of  loyfil^  to  his  majesty,  and  attachment  to 
Jiis  government,  I  flatter  myself  will  he  genarnl  throughout  the  proTince,  as 
soon  ai  flie  nrmy  gets  the  main  hody  of  the  rebels  between  them  and  tlia  sea ; 
which  will  leavo  all  tJie  back  country  open  to  the  command  of  tho  king's 
friends,  and  yield  a  plentiful  resource  of  provisions  for  the  army,  and  pl8c» 
them  in  a  better  situation  to  cut  off  the  rebda"  retreat  when  forced  from  their 
strong  hold."— -im.  Amh.  BO,  3.  i.  122. 
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mcnt  for  its  quota  of  continental  troops ;  and  the  formation  of  a 
flying  camp  of  ten  thousand  men,  to  be  stationed  in  tlio  Jerseys 
as  a  central  force,  ready  to  act  in  any  direction  as  circumstances 
might  require. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  he  issued  a  general  order,  calling  upon 
the  troops  to  prepare  for  a  momentous  conflict  which  was  to 
decide  their  liberties  and  fortunes.  Those  who  should  signaline 
themselres  by  acts  of  bravery,  would  bo  noticed  and  i-ewarded; 
those  who  prOTcd  craven  would  be  exposed  and  punished.  No 
favor  would  be  shown  to  such  as  refused  or  neglected  to  do  their 
duty  at  BO  important  a  crisis. 
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AiiouT  this  time,  we  Lave  the  fii&t  ippeaiance  in  the  military 
ranks  of  the  itevolution,  of  one  destined  to  take  an  active  and 
distinguished  part  la  pnblie  aifaii'!  and  to  leave  the  unpiess  of 
his  genius  on  the  institutions  of  the  country 

As  General  Greene  one  day,  on  his  way  to  W  ishmgton  ■< 
tiead-quarters,  was  passing  through  a  field, — then  oa  the  outskirts 
of  the  city,  now  in  the  heart  of  its  tusiest  quarter,  and  known  as 
"  the  Park," — he  paused  to  notice  a  provincial  compaoy  of  artil- 
lery, and  was  struck  with,  its  able  performances,  and  with  the  tact 
and  talent  of  its  commander.  He  was  a  mere  youth,  apparently 
about  twenty  years  of  age ;  small  ill  person  and  stature,  bat 
remarkable  for  his  alert  and  manly  bearing.  It  was  Alexander 
Hamilton, 

Greene  was  an  able  tactician,  and  qniok  to  appreciate  any  dis- 
play of  military  science  ;  a  little  conversation  sufficed  to  convince 
him  that  the  youth  before  Lim  had  a  mind  of  no  ordinary  grasp 
and  qiiickness.  He  invited  him  to  Iiis  quarters,  and  from  ihat 
time,  cultivated  his  friendship. 
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Hamilton  waa  a  native  of  the  island  of  Nevia,  in  tho  West 
IndieB,  and  at  a  very  early  age  liad  iDcen  put  in  a  counting-liouse 
at  Santa  Cniz.  Hia  nature,  Sioweycr,  waa  aspiring.  "  I  contemn 
the  grovelling  condition  of  a  cleric  to  wMcL  my  fortune  condemns 
me,"  writes  he  to  a  youttful  friend,  "  and  would  willingly  risk 
my  life,  though  not  my  character,  to  esalt  my  Btation.  *  *  * 
I  mean  to  prepare  the  way  for  futurity.  I  am  no  philosopher, 
and  may  bo  justly  said  to  build  caetles  in  the  air ;  yet  we  have 
seen  such  schemes  succeed,  when  the  projector  is  constant.  I 
shall  conclude  by  saying,  I  wish  there  was  a  war." 

Still  he  applied  himself  with  zeal  and  fidelity  to  the  duties  of 
his  station,  and  such  were  the  precocity  of  his  judgment,  and  his 
aptne^  at  accounts,  that,  before  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  he 
was  left  for  a  brief  interval,  during  the  absence  of  tho  principal, 
at  the  head  of  the  establishment.  While  hie  situation  in  the 
house  gave  hJra  a  practical  knowledge  of  business,  and  experience 
in  finance,  his  leisure  hours  were  devoted  to  self-cultivation.  He 
made  himself  act^uaintcd  with  mathematics  and  chemistry,  and 
indulged  a  strong  propensity  to  literature.  Some  early  achieve- 
ments of  his  pen  attracted  attention,  and  showed  such  proof  of 
talent,  that  it  waa  determined  to  give  him  the  advantage  of  a 
regular  education.  He  was  accordingly  sent  to  Blizabethtown,  in 
the  Jerseys,  in  the  autumn  of  1772,  to  prepare,  by  a  course  of 
studies,  for  admission  into  King's  (now  Columbia)  College,  at 
New  York.  He  entered  the  college  as  a  private  student,  in  the 
latter  part  of  1773,  and  endeavored,  by  diligent  application,  to  fit 
himself  for  the  medical  profession. 

The  contentions  of  the  colonies  with  the  mother  country  gave 
a  different  direction  and  impulse  to  his  ardent  and  aspiring  mind. 
He  soon  signalized  himself  by  the  exercise  of  his  pen,  sometimes 
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in  a  grave,  sometimes  in  a  satirical  manner.  On  the  6th  of 
July,  1774,  there  was  a  general  meeting  of  the  citizens  in  the 
"Fields,"  to  express  their  abhorrence  of  tKe  Boston  I'ort  Bill. 
Hamilton  was  present,  and,  prompted  by  liis  excited  feelings  and 
the  instigation  of  youthful  companions,  ventured  to  address  the 
multitude.  The  vigor  and  maturity  of  his  intellect,  contrasted 
with  his  youthful  appearance,  won  the  admiration  of  his  auditors ; 
even  his  diminutiye  siae  gave  additional  effect  to  his  eloquence. 

The  war,  for  which  in  his  boyish  days  he  had  sighed,  was 
approaching.  He  now  devoted  himself  to  military  studies,  espe- 
cially pyrotechnics  and  gunnery,  and  formed  an  amateur  corps 
out  of  a  number  of  his  fellow  students,  and  tbc  young  gentlemen 
of  the  city.  In  the  month  of  March  1776  he  became  captain 
of  artillery,  i        j  1       I         wly  1       i  bo     ,  by  able 

drilling,  rend      dt         ju       fd      jln 

Itwaawhl  gh        til    y     mp     yth  th     ttraoted, 

as  we  have  m    t        1  th     tt    t    n    f  tr         K  Further 

acquaintance  hhtlthg         Ij  th       xtraordi- 

nary  merits,  adhtk  ly  t        tode  him  to 

the  comnmnd  h    f  by     h  m  w     h  U  find  h  m  properly 

appreciated, 

A  valuable  accession  to  the  army,  at  this  anxious  time,  was 
Washington's  neighbor,  and  former  companion  in  arms,  Hugh 
Mercer,  the  veteran  of  Cuilodon  and  Fort  Duquesno.  His  mUi- 
tary  spirit  was  alert  as  ever ;  the  talent  he  had  shown  in  organ- 
izing the  Virginia  militia,  and  his  zeal  and  efScioneyas  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  safety,  had  been  properly  appreciated  by 
Congress,  and  on  the  5th  of  June  he  had  received  the  commis- 
sion of  brigadier-general.  He  was  greeted  by  Washington  with 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship.     The  flying  camp  was  about  form- 
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lug.  The  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  were  foricard- 
iug  some  of  tie  militia  of  that  province  to  tlie  Jerseys,  to  pcrfonu. 
the  service  of  the  camp  nntil  the  militia  levies,  specified  by  Con- 
gress, should  arriTe.  Washington  had  the  nominatioa  of  some 
continental  of&cer  to  the  command.  Ho  gaye  it  to  Mercer,  of 
whose  merits  he  felt  sure,  and  sent  him  over  to  Paiilus  Hooli:,  in 
the  Jerseys,  to  mate  arrangements  for  the  Pennsylvania  militia 
as  they  should  come  in  ,■  recommending  him  to  Brigadier-general 
William  Liviiigst<in,  as  an  ofiicer  on  whose  ospcrienco  and  judg- 
ment great  confidence  might  be  reposed. 

Livingston  was  a  man  inexperienced  in  arms,  hut  of  educa- 
tion, talent,  sagacity  and  ready  wit.  He  was  of  the  New  York 
family  of  the  same  name,  hut  had  resided  for  some  time  in  the 
Jerseys,  having  a  spacious  mansion  in  Elizabeth  town,  which  he 
had  named  Liberty  Hall.  Mercer  and  he  were  to  consult 
together,  and  concert  plans  to  repel  invasions ;  the  New  Jersey 
militia,  however,  were  distinct  from  the  flying  camp,  and  only 
called  out  for  local  defence.  New  Jersey's  greatest  danger  of 
invasion  was  from  Staten  Island,  where  the  British  were  throw- 
ing up  works,  and  whence  they  might  attempt  to  cro^  to  Amboy. 
The  flying  camp  was  therefore  to  be  stationed  in  the  neighborhood 
of  that  place. 

"  The  known  disaffection  of  the  people  of  Amboy,"  writes 
Washington,  "  and  the  treachery  of  those  on  Staten  Island,  who, 
after  the  fairest  professions,  have  shown  themselves  our  most  in- 
veterate enemies,  have  induced  me  to  give  directions  that  all  per- 
sons of  known  enmity  and  doubtful  character,  should  be  removed 
from  those  places." 

According  to  General  Livingston's  humorous  aceount,  his  own 
village  of  Elizabethtown  was  not  mncli  more  reliable,  being  peo- 
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pled  in   those    agitated  times    by   "  unknowa,   unrecommendeii 
strangers,  gailty-Iooking  tories,  and  very  knavish.  Ttliigs." 

While  danger  was  gathering  round  New  York,  and  its  inhab- 
itants wore  in  mute  auspDnse  and  fearful  anticipations,  the  Gen- 
eral Congress  at  Philadelphia  was  diseuseing,  with  closed  doors, 
ivhat  John  Adams  pronounced — "  The  greatest  question  ever 
dehated  In  America,  and  as  great  as  ever  was  or  will  fee  de- 
bated among  men."  The  result  was,  a  resolution  passed  ■unani- 
mously, on  the  2d  of  July,  "  that  these  United  Colonies  are,  and 
of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States." 

"  The  2d  of  July,"  adds  the  same  patriotic  statesman,  "  will 
ho  the  most  memorable  epoch  in  the  history  of  America.  I  am 
apt  to  believe  that  it  wUI  be  celebrated  by  sueceedin 
as  the  great  anniversary  festival.  It  ought  to  1 
rated  as  the  day  of  deiiveranoe,  by  solemn  acta  of  devotion  to 
Almighty  God.  It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp  and 
parade,  with  shows,  games,  sports,,  guns,  bells,  bonfires  and  illumi- 
nations, from  one  end  of  thia  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forth  for  evermore." 

The  glorious  event  has,  indeed,  given  rise  to  an  annual  jubilee, 
but  net  n  tho  da-v  des  gnated  by  Adam  The  fourth  tf  July 
1  the  day  of  nitional  rejoicmg  foi  on  t!  at  day  the  Declira 
tun  of  Independence  that  solemn  tnd  guhlime  document  wii 
ilopted  Tiidition  gives  a  dramatic  cffett  t  j  it  announcement 
It  was  hnown  to  bo  under  diseu  sion  but  the  closed  dooii  if 
(oiigiess  excluded  the  populace  They  awiitei  in  thrones  an 
appomted  signal  In  the  steeple  ot  the  state  house  Tfts  a  bi,ll 
imported  twenty  three  jeors  piL.viou'Jy  from  Londm  by  the  Pi 
vinoial  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania.  It  bore  the  portentous  test 
from  scripture :  "  Proclaim  liberty  throughout  all  the  land,  unto 
VOL.  IL — 11 
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all  the  iababitauts  thereof."     A  joyous  peal  from  tliat  bell  gave 
notice  that  the  till  had  been  passed.     It  was  the  knell  of  British 


No  ono  felt  the  importance  of  the  eyent  more  deeply  than 
John  Adams,  for  eo  one  had  been  more  active  in  producing  it. 
We  qaote  his  words  ivritten  at  the  moment.  Wl  en  I  lool.  1  a  L 
to  the  year  1761,  and  recollect  the  argument  conce  n  ng  wr  ts 
assistance  in  tlie  superi  r  court  wMeh  I  have  1  th  rto  cont  der  d 
as  the  commencement  of  the  tontrover  y  between  Q  eit  Er  ta  n 
and  America,  and  run  fhio7igli  tbo  whoL  jer  ol  f  om  th^t  t  me 
to  this,  and  recollect  the  senea  of  political  erents  the  chain  of 
causes  and  effects;  I  am  surprised  it  the  sndlenn  s  a  w  II  a? 
the  greatness  of  this  Revolutmn  Crrat  Brit  a  n  h  s  been  fillel 
with  folly,  America  with  wisdom 

His  only  regret  was  that  the  deel  iration  f  nlt?j  ndcnce  had 
not  been  made  sooner,  "  Had  it  been  made  se  en  month  a^, 
said  he,  "  we  should  have  mastered  Quebec,  and  be^n  n  p  s  s 
sion  of  Gaua.da,  and  might  before  this  hour  have  formed  ali  n  s 
with  foreign  states.  Many  gentlemen  in  high  station  a  d  f 
gi'cat  influence,  have  been  duped  by  the  ministerial  b  bl  1  f 
commissionera  to  treat,  and  have  been  slow  and  languid  in  pro- 
moting measures  for  the  reduction  of  that  province." 

Washington  hailed  the  declaration  with  joy.  It  is  true,  it 
was  but  a  formal  recognition  of  a  state  of  things  which  had  long 
existed,  but  it  put  an  end  to  all  those  temporizing  hopes  of  recon- 
ciliation which  had  clogged  the  militaiy  action  of  the  country. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  he  caused  it  to  be  read  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  at  the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the  army.  "  The 
general  hopes,"  said  he  in  hia  orders,  "  that  this  important  event 
will  serve  as  a  fresh  incentive  to  every  officer  and  soldier,  to  act 
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witli  fidelity  and  courage,  us  knowing  that  now  the  peace  and 
safety  of  his  country  depend,  under  God,  solely  on  the  success  of 
our  arms;  and  that  he  is  now  in  the  serviee  of  a  state,  possessed 
of  su£B.cient  power  to  reward  hia  merit,  and  advance  him  to  the 
highest  honors  of  a  free  coimtry." 

The  exoitahlo  populace  of  New  York  were  not  content  with  tlie 
ringing  of  feeUs  to  proclaim  their  joy.  There  was  a  leaden  statue 
f  0-eorge  III  m  the  Bowlmg  Grieen,  in  front  of  the  fort. 
Sini-o  kingly  lule  ly  at  an  end,  why  letain  its  effigy  ?  On  the 
simo  eYenuip,,  therefrre,  the  statue  was  pulled  down  amid  the 
stints  ot  the  multitude,  and  bioken  up  to  be  nm  into  bullets 
to  he  used  m  the  caute  of  independence." 

Some  of  the  soldiery  having  been  implicated  in  this  populai' 
efibrvoaeeuoo,  Washington  censured  it  in  general  orders,  as  having 
much  the  appearance  of  a  riot  and  a  want  of  discipline,  and  tho 
ai-my  was  forbidden  to  indulge  in  any  irregularities  of  the  kind. 
It  was  hia  constant  effort  to  inspire  his  countrymen  in  arms  with 
his  own  elevated  idea  of  the  cause  ja  which  they  were  engaged, 
and  to  make  them  feel  that  it  was  no  ordinary  warfare,  admitting 
of  vulgar  passions  and  perturbations.  "  The  general  hopes  and 
trusts,"  said  he,  "  that  every  ofiioer  and  man  will  endeavor  so  to 
live  and  act  as  becomes  a  Christian  soldier,  defending  the  dearest 
rights  and  liberties  of  hia  country."  * 

*  Orderly  'boolc,  July  0,  Sparks,  iii  iuS. 
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The  exultation  of  tite  patriots  of  New  York,  caused  hj  the 
Deelaratioa  of  ladependenee,  was  soon  overclouded.  On  the 
12tli  of  July,  several  ships  stood  in  from  sea,  and  joined  the 
naval  force  below.  Every  nautical  movement  was  now  a  matter 
of  speculation  and  alarm,  and  ill  the  spy  elas^es  in  the  city  were 
incessantly  reconnoitring  th    1  y 

"  The  enemy  are  now  i     th     h    b         w   t  Vm 

officer,  "  although  they  have  ntyt  tuidthml  wth 
gunshot  of  the  city,  but  w  h  ly  p  t  t  b  11  i  mt 
action.     The  whole  army  I        t  b  tw        tw    and  th  y 

moi-ning,  at  their  respective  ala  m  i  st.       dm       th  t  1 

sunrise.  I  am  moi-ally  cert  nthttwllntb  Ingbf  w 
have  an  engagement." 

Scarce  had  tliis  letter  been  penned,  when  two  ahips-of-war 
were  observed  getting  under  way,  and  standing  toward  the  city. 
One  was  the  Piwenis,  of  forty  guns ;  the  other  the  Kose,  of 
twenty  guns,    commanded  by  Captain  Wallace,   of  ■unenviable 
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reuown,  wlio  Lad  marauded  the  New  England  coast,  and  domi- 
neered over  Ehode  Island.  The  troops  were  immediately  at  their 
alarm  posts.  It  was  about  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, as  the  ships  and  three  tenders  came  sweeping  up  the  bay 
with  the  advantage  of  wind  and  tide  and  shaped  their  riourse  up  the 
Hudson  The  batt  ries  of  the  city  ind  of  Paulus  Hook  fn  the 
jpositc  J(,r  y  sii3ie  opened  a  fire  upon  them  They  aniweicd 
it  with  broidsidis  TleiL  was  a  pinic  thi  jughout  the  city 
Women  "ind  children  laa  hithei  ind  thither  about  the  stieet 
mmglmg  their  shiiek^  and  cries  with  the  thunlermg  o£  the 
(innon  The  attach  ha*i  begunl     The  fity  is  to  be  destioyed' 

What  will  berime  of  us  ^ 

The  Phcenix  and  the  "Rise  continued  then  couise  up  the 
Hudson  They  hid  meiely  fired  upnn  the  batteries  as  they 
pa  scd  and  on  then  own  j  iit  lad  sustain*,!  hut  little  damtge 
then  decks  having  ramj  irts  of  sanlbags  The  *hips  i"elow 
1  mamcd  m  sullen  ^uietat  the  i  anchois  andsliOTved  no  intention 
of  following  them.  The  firmg  ceased.  The  fear  of  a  general 
attack  upon  the  city  died  away,  and  the  agitated  citizens  breathed 
more  freely. 

Waeliington,  however,  apprehended  this  movement  of  the  ships 
might  bo  with  a  different  object.  They  might  be  sent  to  land 
troops  and  seiao  upon  the  passes  of  the  Highlands.  Forts  Mont- 
gomery and  Constitution  wore  far  from  complete,  and  were  scantily 
manned.  A  small  force  might  be  sufficient  to  surprise  them. 
The  ships  might  intend,  also,  to  distribute  arms  among  the  toriea 
in  the  river  counties,  and  prepai-e  them  to  co-operate  in  the 
apprehended  attack  upon  New  York. 

Thus  thinking,  the  moment  Washington  saw  these  ships 
standing  up  the  river,  he  sent  off  an  espresa  to  put  General 
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Mifflin  on  the  alert,  who  was  stationed  with  his  Philadelphia 
troops  at  Fort  Washington  and  King's  Bridge.  The  same 
express  earned  a  letter  from  hiui  to  the  New  York  Convention, 
At  that  time  holding  its  sessions  at  White  Plains  in  Westchester 
County,  apprising  it  of  the  impending  danger.  His  immediate 
solicitude  was  for  the  safety  of  Forts  Constitution  and  Mont- 


Fortunately  George  Clinton  the  patriotic  legislttor,  had  re 
eently  been  appointed  brigadier  general  of  the  militii  (f  Ulst-oi 
and  Orange  counties.  Called  to  Lis  native  State  lij  hw  mili 
tary  duties  ia  this  time  ot  danger  he  had  only  remained  in 
Congress  to  vote  for  the  declaiation  of  independence  and  then 
hastened  home.  He  was  now  at  New  Windsor,  in  Ulster  County, 
just  above  the  Highlands.  Waahlngton  wrote  to  him  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  12th,  urging  him  to  collect  as  great  a  force  as 
possible  of  the  New  Yoik  miUtia,  for  the  protection  of  the 
Highlindi  against  this  ho'^tiJe  iriuption,  and  to  solicit  aid,  if 
reciuiBite,  from  the  western  parts  of  Connecticut.  "  I  have  the 
strongest  leason  to  beln-ve  '  added  he,  "it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary,  if  it  were  only  to  pieient  an  insurrection  of  your  own 
tories." 

Long  before  the  receipt  of  Washington's  letter,  Clinton  had 
been  put  on  the  alert.  About  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  an  alarm  gun  from  his  brother  at  Port  Constitution, 
thundered  through  the  echoing  defiles  of  tlie  mountains.  Shortly 
afterwards,  two  river  sloops  eame  to  anchor  above  the  Highlands 
before  the  general's  residence.  Their  captains  informed  him  that 
New  York  had  been  attacked  on  the  pi-eceding  afternoon.  They 
I  from  a  distance,  and  juilged  from  the 
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bub':ef(«ent  fliiDE;,  that  tlie  enem^'i  ^liips  weic  up  tlio  inei  a-,  fai 
a^  Kiag'b  Bridge 

Clintonwaa  as  piomjit  t  anldicr  as  he  had  h'tn  in  in 
tiepid  kgislator  The  neighboring^  mihtja  were  furthwith  put 
m  motinn  Three  regiments  weie  ordeicd  Out ,  one  was  to 
repiu  to  Foit  Montgomciy,  another  to  Fort  Constitution,  the 
third  to  rendezTous  at  M^ewbuigh,  lu^t  ahoTC  the  Highlands, 
icad^  to  hasten  to  the  a'^■lIBtaaoe  of  Poit  C institution,  &hould 
inothei  aignil  ho  giycn  AH  the  othei  regiments  under  Lis  com 
inand  were  to  be  prepared  for  service  at  a  moment's  notice.  In 
ordering  theso  hasty  leyies,  however,  he  was  as  considerate  as  he 
was  energetic.  The  colonels  were  directed  to  leave  the  frontier 
companies  at  home,  to  protect  the  country  against  the  Indians, 
and  some  men  out  of  each  company  to  guard  against  internal 


Another  of  bis  sagacious  measures  was  to  send  ( 
all  tlie  owners  of  sloops  and  boats  twenty  miles  up  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  to  haul  them  off  so  as  to  prevent  their  grounding. 
Part  of  them  were  to  be  ready  to  carry  oyer  the  militia  to  the 
forts ;  the  rest  were  ordered  down  to  Fort  Constitution,  where  a 
chain  of  them  might  b^  drawn  across  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
river,  to  be  set  on  fire,  should  the  enemy's  ships  attempt  to  pass. 

Having  made  these  prompt  arrangements,  ho  p  1  d    a  ly 

in  the   afternoon   of  the    same    day,   with   about  f    ty     f  h 
neighbors,  to  Fort  Cor^titution ;    whence,  leaving      m    w  t  h 
brother,  ho  pushed  down  on  the  same  evening  to  Fo  t  M  ntg  m    j 
whore  ho  fixed  hia  head-quarters,  as  being  aearei  th      n  my  a  d 
better  situated  to  discover  their  motions. 

Here,  on  the  following  day  (July  14tli},  he  received  Wash- 
ington's letter,  written  two  days  previously ;  but  by  this  time  he 
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had  anticipated  its  orders,  and  stirred  up  tlie  wliole  eounti-y. 
On  tliat  same  CTemng,  two  or  three  hundred  o'f  the  hardy  Ulstcc 
yeomanry,  roughly  equipped,  part  of  one  of  the  regiments  he  had 
ordered  out,  marched  into  Fort  Montgomery,  headed  by  their 
colonel  (Woodhull).  Early  the  next  morning  five  hundred  of 
another  regiment  avriyed,  and  he  was  told  that  parts  of  two 
other  regiments  were  on  the  way, 

"  Tlie  men,"  writes  he  to  Washington,  "  turn  out  of  their 
harvest  fields  to  defend  their  country  with  surprising  alacrity. 
The  absence  of  so  many  of  them,  however,  at  this  time,  when 
their  harvests  are  perishing  for  want  of  the  eleklc,  will  greatly 
distress  the  country.  I  could  wisli,  therefore,  that  a  less  number 
might  aMWor  the  purpose." 

On  no  one  could  this  prompt  and  brave  gathering  of  ilie 
yeomanry  produce  a  more  gratifying  eifect,  than  upon  the  com- 
mander-in-chief; and  no  one  could  be  more  feelingly  alive,  in 
the  midst  of  stem  military  duties,  to  the  appeal  in  behalf  of  the 
peaceful  interests  of  the  husbandman. 

Wbile  the  vigilant  Clinton  was  preparing  to  defend  tie  passes 
of  the  Highlands,  danger  was  growing  more  imminent  at  tha 
mouth  of  the  Hudson. 

New  Tork  has  always  been  a  city  prone  to  agitations.  That 
into  which  it  wae  thrown  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  of  July, 
by  the  broadsides  of  the  Phcenix  and  the  Rose,  was  almost 
immediately  followed  by  another.  On  the  same  evening  there 
was  a  great  booming  of  cannon,  with  clouds  of  smoke,  from  the 
shipping  at  anchor  at  Staten  Island.  Every  spy-glass  was  again 
In  requisition.  The  British  fieet  were  saluting  a  ship  of  the 
line,  just  arrived  from  sea.     She  advanced  grandly,  every  man- 
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of-war  thundermg  a  salute  as  sbe  passed.  At  lier  ibretop  mast- 
l\cad  slie  bore  St.  George's  flag.  "  It  is  tke  admiral's  sliip !  " 
cried  the  nautical  men  on  the  look-out  at  the  Battery.  "  It  is 
tho  admiral's  ship  !  "  was  echoed  from  mouth  to  mouti,  and  the 
■word  soon  flew  throughout  the  city,  "  Lord  Howe  is  come ! " 
VOL.  u. — li* 
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LoED  Howe  waa  indeed  come,  and  affairs  now  appeared  to  bo 
approachicg  a  crisis.  lu  consequence  of  tlie  recent  conepiraey, 
the  Convention  of  New  York,  seated  at  Wiiite  Plains  in  West- 
ciiester  County,  had  a  secret  committee  stationed  in  New  York 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  cognizance  of  traitorous  machinations. 
To  this  committee  Wasliington  addressed  a  letter  the  day  after 
hia  lordship's  arrival,  suggesting  the  policy  of  removing  from 
the  city  and  its  environs,  "  all  persons  of  known  disaffection  and 
enmity  to  the  cause  of  America;  "  especially  those  confined  in 
jail  for  treasonable  offences ;  wlio  might  hecome  extremely  dan- 
gerous in  case  of  an  attack  and  alarm.  Ho  took  this  step  with 
great  relactanee ;  hat  felt  compelled  to  it  by  circumstances. 
The  late  conspu'acy  had  shown  him  that  treason  might  he  lurk- 
ing in  his  camp.  And  he  was  well  aware  that  tie  city  and 
the  neighboring  country,  especially  Westchester    County,  and 
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Queens  and  Suffolk  counties  on  Long  Island,  abounded  witli 
"  tories,"  ready  to  rally  imdor  tie  royal  standard  wlienever 
backed  hj  a  commaiiding  force. 

In  eoBSeqaenee  of  his  suggestion,  thirteen  persons  in  confine- 
ment for  traitorous  offences,  were  removed  to  tlie  jail  of  Litch- 
field in  Conneoticut,  Among  the  number  was  the  late  mayor ; 
but  as  his  offeaco  was  not  of  so  deep  a  dyo  as  those  whereof  the 
rest  stood  charged,  it  was  recommended  bj  the  president  of  the 
Convention  that  he  should  he  treated  with  indulgenee. 

The  proceedings  of  Lord  Howe  soon  showed  the  policy  of 
these  precautions.  His  lordship  Lad  prepared  a  declaration, 
aililressed  to  the  people  at  large,  informing  them  of  the  powers 
vested  in  his  brother  and  himself  as  commissioners  for  restor- 
ing peace ;  and  inviting  communities  as  well  as  individuals, 
ulio,  in  the  tumult  and  disasters  of  the  times,  had  deviated 
from  their  allegiance  to  the  crown,  to  merit  and  receive  pardon 
hy  a  prompt  return  to  their  duty.  It  was  added,  that  proper 
couBideratioa  would  he  had  of  the  services  of  all  who  should 
I'ontrihute  to  the  restoration  of  public  tranij^uUlity. 

His  lordship  really  desired  peace.  According  to  a  con- 
temporary, he  came  to  America  ■'  as  a  mediator,  not  as  a  de- 
stroyer," *  and  had  founded  great  hopes  in  the  efficacy  of  this 
document  in  rallying  back  the  people  to  their  allegiance ;  it  was 
a  sore  matter  of  regret  to  him,  therefore,  to  find  that,  in  eon- 
scc^uenee  of  hia  tardy  arrival,  Ms  invitation  to  loyalty  had  been 
forestalled  by  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Still  it  might  have  an  effect  in  bringing  adherents  to  ihd 
royal  standard;  he  sent  a  flag  on  shore,  therefore,  bearing  a  cir- 

*  Lfittei'  of  Mr.  Dennis  Cc  Bcrdt,  to  Mr.  JosepL  Reed.    Am.  Archives,  filSi 
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cular  letter,  written  in  his  civil  and  military  capacity,  to  tlie 
colonial  goTernor,  recjucsting  him  to  publisli  liis  address  to  the 
people  as  widely  as  possible. 

We  have  heretofore  shown  the  tenacity  with  which  Wash- 
ington, in  his  correspondence  with  Generals  Gage  and  Howe, 
exacted  the  consideration  and  deference  due  to  him  as  com- 
iliander- in- chief  of  the  American  armies ;  ho  did  this  not  from 
official  pride  and  punctilio,  hut  as  the  guardian  o£  American 
rights  and  dignities.  A  further  step  of  the  tind  was  yet  to  he 
taken.  The  Britisli  officers,  considering  the  Americans  in  arms 
rebels  without  valid  comniiseions,  were  in  the  habit  of  denying 
them  all  military  title.  Washington's  general  ofG,eers  had  urged 
him  not  to  sirhmit  to  this  tacit  indignity,  but  to  reject  all  let- 
ters directed  to  him  without  a  specification,  of  his  official  rank. 

An  occasion  now  presented  itself  for  the  adjustment  of  this  mat- 
ter, Witiin  a  day  or  two  an  officer  of  the  British  navy,  Lieuten- 
ant Brown,  came  with  a  flag  from  Lord  Howe,  seeking  a  conference 
with  Washington.  Colonel  Reed,  the  adjutant-general,  embarked 
in  a  barge,  and  met  hira  half  way  between  Governor's  and 
Staten  Islands.  The  lieutenant  infoi-med  him  that  he  was  the 
bearer  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Howe  to  Mr.  Washington,  Col- 
onel Reed  replied,  that  ho  knew  no  such  person  in  the  Americaa 
army.  The  lieutenant  produced  and  offered  the  letter.  It  was 
addressed  to  George  Washington,  Esc[uire.  He  was  informed 
that  it  could  not  be  received  with  such  a  direction.  The  lieuten- 
ant expressed  much  concern.  The  letter,  Le  said,  was  of  a  civil, 
rather  than  a  military  nature — Lord  Howe  regretted  he  had  not 
arrived  sooner — ^he  had  great  powers — it  was  much  to  be  wished 


the  letter  could  b 

While  the  lieutenant  was  embarrassed   and  agitated, 
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maintained  his  coolnesSj  politely  declining  to  receive  the  letter, 
as  inconsistent  with  his  duty.  They  parted ;  but  after  the  lieuten- 
ant had  heen  rowed  some  little  distance,  hia  barge  was  put  about, 
and  Reed  waited  to  hear  wliat  further  he  had  to  say.  It  waa 
to  ask  by  what  title  General — but,  catching  himself,  Mr.  Waah- 
ington  ohoso  to  be  addressed. 

Heed  replied  that  the  general's  station  in  the  army  waa  well 
inown ;  and  they  could  not  be  at  a  loss  as  to  the  proper  mode 
of  addressing  him,  especially  as  this  matter  had  been  dieenssed 
in  the  preceding  summer,  of  which,  he  presumed,  the  admiral 
could  not  ho  ignorant.  The  heutenant  again  expressed  his  dis- 
appointment and  regret,  and  their  interview  closed. 

On  the  19th,  an  aide-de-camp  of  <Teneial  H  we  eame  with 
a  flag,  and  requested  to  know,  aa  there  j,ppeaiLd  to  he  an  obsta- 
cle to  a  correspondence  between  the  t«o  generals,  whetJier 
Colonel  I'atterBou,  the  British  a  Ij  itj,Qt  general  tuuld  he  admit- 
ted to  an  interview  with  General  Wdshington  OdIoulI  Reed, 
who  met  the  flag,  consented  in  the  name  of  the  general,  and 
pledged  his  honor  for  the  safety  of  the  adjutant-general  during 
the  interview,  which  waa  fixed  for  the  following  morning. 

At  the  appointed  time,  Col.  Heed  and  Colonel  Webb,  one  of 
Washington's  aides,  met  tho  flag  in  the  harbor,  took  Colonel  Pat- 
terson into  their  barge,  and  escorted  him  to  town,  passing  iu  front 
of  the  grand  battery.  The  customary  precaution  of  blindfolding 
was  dispensed  with;  and  there  waa  a  lively  and  sociable  conver- 
sa.tion  the  whole  way.  Washington  received  the  adjutant-general 
at  Iiead-quarters  with  much  form  and  ceremony,  in  full  militai'y 
array,  with  his  officers  and  guards  about  him. 

Colonel  Patterson,  addressing  him  by  the  title  of  ywAr  excel- 
lency,  endeavored  to  explain  the  address  of  the  letter  as  consist- 
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cut  with  propriety,  and  fonnded  on  a  mmilar  address  in  the  pre- 
vious Kummor,  to  General  Howe.  That  General  Howe  did  not 
mean  to  derogate  from  the  respect  or  rank  of  General  Washing- 
ton, but  eonceived  such  an  address  conastent  with  what  Lad  been 
nsed  by  amhasfiadore  or  plenipotentiaries  where  difficulties  of 
rank  had  arisen.  Ho  then  produced,  but  did  not  offer,  a  letter 
addressed  to  Ge'brgo  Washington,  Esquire,  &c.  &c.,  hoping  that 
the  et  ceteras,  which  impKcd  every  thing,  mould  remove  all 
impediments. 

Washington  replied,  that  it  was  true,  the  et  ceteras  implied 
every  thing,  but  they  also  implied  any  thing.  Hia  letter  alluded 
to,  of  the  previous  summer,  waa  in  reply  to  one  addressed  in  like 
manner.  A  letter,  he  added,  addressed  to  a  person  acting  in  a 
public  character,  should  have  some  inscriptions  to  designate  it 
from  a  mere  private  letter ;  ■  and  he  should  absolutely  decline  any 
letter  addressed  to  himself  as  a  private  person,  when  it  related  to 
his  public  station. 

Colonel  Patterson,  finding  the  letter  would  not  be  received, 
endeavored,  as  far  as  he  could  recollect,  to  communicate  the  scope 
of  it  in  the  course  of  a  somewhat  desnltory  conversation.  What 
he  chiefly  dwelt  upon  was,  that  Lord  Howe  and  his  brother  had 
been  specially  nominated  commissioners  for  the  promotion  of 
peace,  which  was  esteemed  a  mark  of  favor  and  regard  to 
America;  that  they  had  great  powers,  and  would  derive  the 
highest  pleasure  from  effecting  an  accommodation;  and  he  con- 
cluded by  adding,  that  he  wished  his  visit  to  be  considered  as 
making  the  first  advance  toward  that  desirable  object. 

Washington  replied  that,  by  what  had  appeared  {alluding,  no 
donbt,  to  Lord  Howe's  circular),  their  powers,  it  would  seem, 
were  only  to  grant  pardons.     Now  those  who  had  committejl  no 
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fault  needed  no  pardon;  and  suoh  was  the  case  with  thu  Ameri- 
cans, who  were  only  defending  what  they  considered  their  india- 
putahle  riglits. 

Colonel  Patterson  avoided  a  discussion  of  this  matter,  which, 
he  otserved,  would  open  a  very  wide  field ;  so  here  the  confer- 
once  which  hid  beca  conduitid  on  bitli  sides  with  4;reat  cour 
fesy,  tirminatid  The  colonel  took  hia  leave,  excu'.ing  hunself 
tinm  paitaLing  of  i  collatun,  haying  made  i  lite  brejiliftat  and 
V,  IS  agam  conducted  to  hn  boit  He  expres'ied  himself  highly 
bensiblo  of  the  cmrtesy  of  hia  treatment,  in  having  the  usual 
ceremony  ot  blindtildmg  di'^pensed  with 

Wifihington  received  the  applause  of  Congress  a,nd  of  the 
public  foi  sustaining  the  dignity  of  his  atation  Hit  cmdnct  m 
this  paaticuUi  Wi'i  recommended  is  a  midel  to  all  ^.merican 
ofticeis  m  coire^ponding  with  the  enemy  ind  Lcrd  Ilowt, 
infirmed  hia  government  that,  thenceforwarl,  it  woull  bi  pilitic 
to  change  the  supericnj  tun  of  his  letters 

In  the  mean  time  the  iiruption  ot  the  Phceni^  and  the  Rose 
into  tho  witcrs  of  the  Hudson  had  rjuscd  a  belligerent  'ipint 
aloLj^  its  holders  The  lower  jart  of  that  noble  iivei  is  fom 
minded  on  the  eastern  side  by  the  bill  woody  height-j  of  Man 
hattan  Island  and  Westchestt  r  C  mnty,  and  on  the  western  ai  U 
by  the  locky  clifis  of  tho  Palisade'!  Beyond  those  clifit,  the 
niver  expands  mto  a  succession  of  whit  may  almost  be  ti'rmcd 
lakes  first  the  Tappan  Sea,  then  Havei&triw  Bay  then  the  Biy 
of  PeelrsLciU,  sepaaated  fiom  each  other  by  long  hfretchmg 
p  >inta,  01  high  beetlmg  promontoiics  but  iffoidmg  ample  sea 
room  and  tafe  inchjrage  Then  come  the  redoubtable  High 
linds,  thit  strait  fifteen  miles  m  length  where  the  river  bends  its 
louriie,  narrow  and  deep,  between  tocky  f>rest-clad  mountains. 
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"He  who  has  command  of  ttat  grand  defile,"  said  an  old  navi- 
gator, "  may  at  any  time  throttle  the  Hudaou." 

The  New  York  Convention,  aware  of  tiie  impending  danger, 
despatched  military  envoys  to  stir  up  the  yeomanry  along  thu 
river,  anil  order  out  militia.  Powder  and  hall  were  sent  to 
Tarrytown,  before  which  the  hostile  ships  were  anchored,  and 
yeoman  troops  were  Rtatinned  there  and  along  the  neighboring 
shorrB  of  the  Tappan  Sea.  In  a  little  while  the  militia  of 
I>utchess  County  and  Coctlandt'B  Manor  were  hastening,  rudely 
armed,  to  protect  the  puWic  stores  at  Peetskill,  and  mount  guard 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Highlands. 

No  one  showed  more  zeal  in  this  time  of  alarm,  than  Colonel 
Pierre  Tan  Cortlandt,  of  an  old  colonial  family,  which  held  its 
manorial  residence  at  the  mouth  of  the  Croton.  With  his  regi- 
ment he  kept  a  dragon  wateh  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
Tappan  Sea  and  Uaverstraw  Bay;  while  equal  -vigilance  was 
maintained  night  and  day  along  the  western  shore,  from  Nyack 
quite  up  to  the  Donderberg,  by  ^Colonel  Hay  and  his  regiment 
of  Haverstraw.  Sheep  and  cattle  were  driven  inland,  out  of 
the  reach  of  maraud.  Sentinels  were  posted  to  keep  a  look-out 
from  heights  and  headlands  and  give  the  alarm  should  any  boats 
approach  the  shore,  and  rustic  marksmen  were  ready  to  assemble 
in  a  moment,  and  give  them  a  warm  reception. 

The  ships-of-war  which  caused  this  alarm  and  turmoil,  lay 
quietly  anchored  in  the  broad  expanses  of  the  Tappan  Sea  and 
Haverstraw  Bay  ;  shifting  their  ground  occasionally,  and  keep- 
ing out  of  musket  shot  of  the  shore,  apparently  sleeping  in  the 
summer  sunshine,  with  awnings  stretched  above  their  decks; 
■while  their  boats  were  out  taldng  soundings  quite  up  to  the 
Highlands,  evidently  preparing  for  further  operations.     At  night, 
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too,  tlieir  barges  were  tetwd  rowiug  np  and  down  tiie  river  on 
mjBteriouH  errands ;  perriaugers,  also,  paid  tliem  furtive  visits 
occasionally  ;  it  was  surmised,  with  communieations  and  supplies 
from  tories  on  shore. 

While  the  ships  were  anchored  in  Haveretraw  Bay,  one  of  the 
tenders  stood  into  the  Bay  of  Peelisliill,  and  heat  up  within  long 
shot  of  Fort  Montgomery,  where  General  George  Clinton  was 
enseoneed  with  six  hundred  of  the  militia  of  Orange  and  Ulster 
coTmties.  As  the  tender  approached,  a  thirty-cwo  pounder  was 
hronght  to  range  upon  her.  The  hal!  passed  through  her  quar- 
ter ;  whereupon  she  put  about,  and  ran  round  the  point  of  the 
Donderberg,  where  the  boat  lauded,  plundered  a  solitai-y  house  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  left  it  in  flames.  The  marauders, 
on  their  way  back  to  the  ships,  were  severely  galled  by  rustic 
marksmen,  from  a  neighboring  promontory. 

The  ships,  now  acquainted  with  the  channel,  moved  up  within 
sis  miles  of  Fort  Montgomery.  General  Clinton  apprehended 
they  might  mean  to  take  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  and  slip  by 
him  in  the  deep  shadows  of  the  mountains.  The  shores  were 
high  and  bold,  the  river  was  deep,  the  navigation  of  course  safe 
and  easy.  Once  above  the  Highlands,  they  might  ravage  the 
country  beyond,  and  destroy  certain  vessels  of  war  which  were 
being  constructed  at  Poughkeepsie. 

To  prevent  this,  he  stationed  a  guard  at  night  on  the  furthest 
point  in  view,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  below  the  fort,  prepared 
to  kindle  a  Ijkzing  fire  thould  the  ships  appear  in  sight.  Large 
piles  of  dry  brushwood  mixed  with  comboatiblcs,  were  prepared 
at  various  places  up  and  down  the  shore  opposite  to  the  fort,  and 
men  stationed  to  set  fire  to  thim  as  soon  as  a  signal  should  be 
given  from  the  lower  point.     The  fort,  therefore,  while  it  re- 
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mained  in  Jarknoss,  would  have  a  fair  ohancD  with  its  batteriea  a» 
the  sMps  passed  between  it  and  these  conflagrations. 

A  private  committee  sent  np  by  the  New  York  Convention, 
had  a,  conference  with  tie  general,  to  devise  further  means  of  ob- 
structing the  passage  of  ships  up  the  river.  Fire  rafts  were  to 
be  brought  from  Poughlseepsio  and  tept  at  hand  refidy  for  action. 
These  were  to  bo  lashed  two  together,  with  chains,  between  old 
sloops  filled  with  combustibles,  and  sent  down  with  a  strong  wind 
and  tide,  to  drive  upon  the  ships.  An  iron  chain,  also,  was  to  be 
stretched  obliquely  across  the  river  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  the 
foot  of  Anthony's  Nose,  thus,  as  it  were,  chaining  up  the  gate  of 
tie  Highlands. 

For  a  protection  below  the  Highlands,  it  was  proposed  to 
station  whale-boats  about  the  coves  and  promontories  of  Tappan 
Sea  and  Haverstraw  Bay;  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  eruise 
about  at  night,  carry  intelligence  from  post  to  post,  seiae  any 
river  oraft  that  might  bring  the  ships  supplies,  and  cut  off  their 
boata  when  attempting  to  land.  Galleys,  also,  were  prepared, 
with  nine-pounders  mounted  at  thf  bows. 

Golnnel  Hay  of  Haverstraw,  in  a  letter  to  Washington, 
rejoices  that  the  national  Congress  are  preparing  to  protect  this 
great  highway  of  the  country,  and  anticipates  that  the  banks  of 
the  Ilud-joii  were  about  to  become  the  chief  theatre  of  the  war. 

NOTE. 

The  Vak  CoumaNDT  FAsm-T. — Two  memliers  of  tliis  old  and  honorable 
iamily  were  conspiouoos  patriots  throiigiiont  the  Revolntion.  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  the  father,  at  this  time  about  56  years  of  age,  a  atftnch  iriend  and 
ally  of  Geoige  Clmton,  was  niemher  of  the  first  Proviaoial  Congress,  and 
preadent  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  Governor  Tryoii  had  i^sited 
Jiim  in  Mb  old  manor  house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Croton,  in  1774,  and  madB  him 
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Tlio  Corllauilt  family  suf- 
a    on  equei       b  o      time  obliged  to  abandon  tbeir  m«HOiial 

A  bnhhdnind  true  to  the  cause,  und  snb3e([iientl)'  flllod 

fh  L      ten  -n      w  li  great  dignity. 

His  son  Pieire,  mentioned  m  the  above  ohaptar,  and  then  Ebont  27  years 
of  age,  had  likewise  rasistad  tbe  overturee  of  Tiyoo,  destroying  a  myor's  com- 
mission ill  the  Cortlnndt  mllitja,  which  he  sent  him.  Congress,  In  1775,  made 
liim  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Continental  service,  in  which  capacity  we  now 
find  him,  acquitting  himself  with  zeal  and  ability. 
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While  the  security  of  the  Hudson  from  invading  sliips  was 
claiming  tlie  attention  of  Washington,  he  was  equally  anxious 
to  prevent  an  irruption  of  the  enemy  from  Canada.  He  was 
grieved,  therefore,  to  find  there  was  a  clashing  of  authorities 
between  the  generals  who  had  charge  of  the  Northern  frontier. 
Gates,  on  his  waj  to  take  command  of  the  army  in  Canada,  had 
heard  with  snrpi'ise  in  Albany,  of  its  retreat  across  the  Kew 
York  frontier.  He  still  considered  it  under  his  orders,  and  was 
proceeding  to  act  accordingly ;  when  General  Schuyler  observed, 
that  the  resolution  of  Congress,  and  the  instructions  of  Washing- 
ton, applied  to  the  army  only  while  in  Canada ;  the  momeEt  it 
retreated  within  the  limits  of  Now  York,  it  came  within,  his 
(Schuyler's)  command.  A  letter  fiom  Schuyler  to  Washington, 
written  at  the  time,  says :  "  If  Congress  intended  that  General 
Gates  should  command  the  Northern  army,  wherever  it  may  be, 
as  he  assui'es  me  they  did,  it  ought  to  have  been  signified  to  me, 
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sirrived  t  C  w  P  t  th  i  tl  t  J  ly  If  d  th  th 
wi  el  s  of  tho  ^imy  reeentlj  driven  out  of  Canada.  They  had 
loCihaiancd  in  then  letreit  by  laud;  their  transportation  on 
the  like  had  leen  m  leaky  hoats,  without  awnings,  wliero  the 
B  k  aufterm^  from  amiilpjs  lay  on  straw,  exposed  to  a  burning 
July  wn  nj  foid  but  Silt  pork,  often  rancid,  hard  biscuit  or 
unl  aked  floui  aad  soircely  ^ny  medicine.  Not  mora  than  sis 
th  usanl  men  had  ieai,hed  Crown  Point,  and  half  of  those  were 
on  the  sick  list ,  the  shd,tteied  remains  of  twelve  or  fifteen  very 
hne  battalions  Some  few  were  sheltered  m  tents,  some  under 
hheda,  and  others  m  huts  hastily  formed  of  bushes;  scaroe  one 
of  which  but  contained  a  dead  or  dying  mjn  Two  thousand 
tiijlit  hundred  weie  to  be  sent  to  a  hospital  retently  established 
at  the  bouth  end  ot  Lake  fl-eorge  a  distanoe  of  fifty  miles ;  when 
th<-y  were  goo*",  with  thoae  nho  were  tu  low  them  in  boats,  there 
would  remain  but  the  shadow  of  aa  army  * 

l3  a  'oujicil  ot  wii,  Jt  was  deteimined  thit,  under  present 

*t  1   J<hu  LruiuLullo  4.utul:io^aib>   y  28^  Appendix. 
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deroga,  accompauiod  by  Armdd.  Instant  arrangements  were  made 
to  encamp  the  troops,  and  land  the  artillery  and  stores  as  fast  aa 
they  should  arrive.  Great  exertions,  also,  were  made  to  strength- 
en the  defences  of  the  place.  Colonel  John  Trumbull,  who  was 
to  have  accompanied  Gates  to  Canada,  as  adjutant-general,  had 
been  reconnoitring  the  neighborhood  of  Tieonderoga,  and  had 
pitched  upon  a  place  for  a  fortification  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
lahe,  directly  opposite  the  east  point  of  Tieonderoga,,  where  Fort 
Independence  was  subsequently  built.  Ho  also  advised  the  erec- 
tion, of  a  work  on  a  lofty  eminence,  the  termination  of  a  moun- 
tain ridge,  which  separates  Lake  G-eorge  from  Lake  Champlain. 
His  advice  was  unfortunately  disregarded.  The  eminence,  sub- 
seijuently  called  Mount  Defiance,  looked  down  upon  and  com- 
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manded  the  rarrow  parts  of  lioth  lakes.  We  shall  hear  more  of  it 
hereafter. 

Preparations  were  made,  also,  to  angment  the  naval  force  on 
the  lakes.  Ship  cai-pentera  from  the  Eastern  States  were  em- 
ployed at  SkeneaboroTigh,  to  ))uild  the  hulls  of  galleys  and  boats, 
which,  when  launched,  wcro  to  he  sent  down  to  Ticonderoga  for 
ccLuipment  and  armament,  under  the  superintendence  of  General 
Aruold. 

Schuyler  soon  returned  to  Alhany,  to  superintend  the  general 
concerns  of  the  Northern  department.  He  was  indefatigahle  in 
procuring  and  forwarding  the  necessary  materials  and  artillery  for 
the  fortification  of  Ticonderoga. 

The  question  of  oommand  between  him  and  Gates,  was  ap- 
parently at  rest.  A  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress,  dated 
July  8th,  informed  General  Gates,  that  according  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  that  body  under  which  he  had  been  appointed,  his  com- 
mand was  totally  independent  of  General  Schuyler,  uhih  the 
army  was  in  Canada,  hut  no  longer.  Oongresa  had  no  design 
to  divest  General  Schuyler  of  the  command  while  the  troops  were 
on  this  side  of  Canada." 

To  Schuyler,  under  the  same  date,  the  president  writes  : 
"  The  Congress  highly  approve  of  your  patriotism  and  magna- 
nimity in  not  suffering  any  difference  of  opinion  to  hurt  the  public 

"  A  nratual  confidence  and  good  understanding  are  at  this 
time  essentially  nocessaiy,  so  that  I  am  persuaded  they  will  take 
place  on  all  occasions  between  yourself  and  General  Gates." 

Gates  professed  himself  entirely  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion he  had  received,  and  perfectly  disposed  to  obey  the  com- 
mands of  Schuyler.     "  I  am  confident,"  added  he,  "  we  shall,  as 
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the  Goi)gi-esa  wist,  go  hand  in  hand  to  promote  the  public  wel- 
fare." 

Schuyler,  too,  assured  both  Congress  and  Washington,  "  that 
tho  difference  in  opinion  between  Gates  and  himself  had  not 
caused  the  least  ill-will,  nor  interrupted  that  Iiarmonj  necessary 
to  subsist  between  their  officers." 

Samuel  Adams,  however,  who  was  at  that  time  in  Congress, 
had  strong  doubts  in  the  matter. 

"  Schuyler  and  Gates  are  to  command  the  troops,"  writes  he, 
"  the  former  wliile  they  are  without,  the  latter  while  they  iu-e 
within,  the  hounds  of  Canada.  Admitting  these  generals  to  haye 
the  accomplishments  of  a  Marlborough,  or  a  Eugene,  I  cannot 
conoeire  that  such  a  disposition  of  them  will  be  attended  with 
any  good  effects,  unless  harmony  subsists  between  them.  Alas, 
I  fear  this  is  not  the  ease.  Already  disputes  have  arisen,  which 
they  have  referred  to  Congress ;  and,  although  tJicy  affect  to  treat 
each  other  with  a  politeness  beeoming  their  rank,  in  my  mind,  al- 
tercations between  commanders  who  have  pretensions  nearly 
equal  (I  mean  in  point  of  command),  forebode  a  repetition  of  mis- 
fortune.    I  sincerely  wish  niy  apprehensions  may  prove  ground- 

We  have  a  letter  before  ns,  alsn,  wiitten  to  Gatps,  liy  his 
friend  Joseph  Trnmbnll,  commissary-general,  on  whose  appoint- 
ment of  a  deputy,  the  (Question  of  oommand  had  arisen  Trnm- 
bull's  letter  was  well  calmlatcd  to  inflame  the  jealousy  of  Gates. 
"  I  find  you  are  in  a  cursed  situation,"  writes  he ;  "  your  author 
ity  at  an  end ;  and  commanded  by  a  person  who  will  he  wiliiu;^ 

'  S.  Adams  t>  r-  II.  Lm..     Ain.  Arch.  5tlL  Sums,  1.3+7. 
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to  have  you  kiioeked  in  the  head,  as  General  Moutgi>mevy  wa.H,  if 
he  can  have  the  money  client  in  liis  power  " 

t.tyernjr  TiumhuII,  too,  the  fathei  f  the  eommi&'^aiy  geu 
eiil  ob&erieh  eubaequently  'It  la  jii-tlytj  te  espetted  thit 
G-merol  Gates  is  disumtonteJ  with  his  situation,  finding  himsilt 
hiuited  anl  lemoved  fiom  the  eimniand,  to  ho  a  wretched  spet 
f<itor  of  the  rmn  ot  the  army  without  power  of  ittempfiBg  to 
■Hc  thtni     *     We  shall  have   freijuent   oceaHioa  hcreatter  ti 


notR,,  thcdi'i.iordmtle'. 
t  nt 

Vs  ti  (xcTicial  SullT 

er»ic(.    diced  by  tlii    i-inkling  disivm 

in  who  1  paiecito  riiilalclpl  a    ml 

t  TilLreO.    ]  19    lesif^nation 

the    question    of   rani,    which    had 

ijjgiieved  him  was  expUir 

el  m  a  mai  ner   that  mduied  him  t  i 

continue  in  &er\ite      It  wa 

la  TiniYeioallj  allowed  that  hn  letie'if 

h  id  bfen  ahlj  tonductLd  tl  lough  all  kinds  nt  diflicultics  md  dis 
-.t  rs 

A^ii  itci  sourcL  (f  soboitude  to  Wa«!  in^t  jn  than  this  ical 
oiiay  between  commindera  was  the  aeetional  jealousy  siimgin^ 
1  p  among  the  troops.  In  a  lettei  to  Schuyler  (Jnlj  ITtli)  be 
says,  "  I  must  entreat  your  attention  to  do  away  the  unhappy  and 
pernicious  distinetiona  and  jealousies  between  the  troops  of  dif- 
ferent governiuenta.  Enjoin  this  upon  tie  officers,  and  let  them 
inculcate  and  press  tome  to  the  soldiery,  the  necessity  of  order 
and  harmony  among  those  who  are  embarked  in  one  common 
cause,  and  mutually  contending  for  all  that  freemen  hold  dear." 

Nowhere  were  these  sectional  jealousies  more  prevalent  than 
in  the  motley  army  assembled  from  distant  quartei-s  under  Wash- 
ington's own  command.     Eeed,  tlie  adjutant-j 


-.  Trambflill  to  Mr.  William  Williams. 
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this  subject,  obserTea :  "The  SoutiiPra  ticopi  co.Tiprismg  the 
regiments  south  of  tLe  Delaware,  looked  with  Vi-ry  unkind  feel- 
ings on  those  of  New  Englanil;  cipeoidly  those  from  Connec- 
ticut, whose  pecuiiaritiea  of  deportment  inadi  tkem  the  objects 
of  ill-disguised  deriaion  among  their  fellow  solditrs  '  * 

Among  the  troops  thus  designated  as  Scatkeni,  were  some 
from  Virginia  under  a  Major  Leitoh  otters  fiom  Maryland, 
under  Colonel  Smallwood ;  othora  from  Delaware  led  by  Colonel 
Haslet,  There  were  four  Continental  battalions  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, commanded  by  Colonels  Shee,  St.  Clair,  Wayne,  and 
Magaw ;  and  provincial  battalions,  two  of  which  were  severally 
commanded  by  Colonels  Miles  and  Atlce,  The  Continental  bat- 
talioa  under  Colonel  Sbee,  was  chiefly  from  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, especially  the  ofScers ;  among  whom  were  Lambert  Cad- 
walader  and  William  Allen,  members  of  two  of  the  principal, 
and  moat  aristocratic  families,  and  Alexander  firaydon,  to  whose 
memoirs  wo  are  indebted  for  some  graphic  pictures  of  the  tim«!. 

These  Pennsylvania  troops  were  under  the  command  of  Brig- 
adier-general Mifflin,  who,  in  the  preceding  year,  had  acted  as 
Washington's  aide-de-camp,  and  after warik  as  quartermaster-gen- 
eral. His  townsman  and  intimate,  Graydon,  characterizes  him 
as  a  man  of  education  and  cultivated  manners,  with  a  great 
talent  at  haranguing ;  highly  animated  in  his  appearance,  full  of 
activity  and  apparently  of  fire  ;  but  rather  too  much  of  a  bustler, 
harassing  Ms  men  unnecessarily.  "  He  assumed,"  adds  Gray- 
don, "  a  little  of  the  veteran,  from  having  been  before  Boston." 
His  troops  were  chiefly  encamped  near  Kinj^'a  Bridge,  and  em- 
ployed in  constracting  works  at  Fort  Washingten. 
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Smallwood'a  Maryland  battalion  was  one  of  the  brightest  in 
point  of  eqnipment.  The  scarlet  and  buff  uniforms  of  those 
Southeruera  coutrasted  vividly  with  the  rustle  attire  of  the  yeo- 
man battalions  from  tlie  Eaat.  Their  officers,  too,  looked  down 
upon  their  Gonneeticut  compeers,  who  could  only  be  diatiuguisliod 
from  their  men  by  wearing  a  cockade.  "  There  were  none,"  says 
Graydon,  "  by  whom  aa  unofficer-Hke  appearance  and  deportment 
could  be  tolerated  less  than  by  a  city-bred  Marylander;  who,  at 
this  time,  was  distinguished  by  the  most  feshionable  cut  coat,  the 
moat  macaroni  eocked-hat,  and  hottest  blood  in  the  Union." 
Alas,  tor  the  Lomespnn-clad  ofGoere  from  Connecticut  River  I 

The  Pennsylvania  i-egiment  uadct  Sliee,  according  to  Gi-ay- 
doii,  promoted  balls  and  other  entertainments,  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  the  faat-days  and  sermons  borrowed  fram  New  England. 
There  was  nothing  of  the  puritanical  spirit  among  the  Pennsyl- 


tn  the  same  aeotional  spirit,  he  speaks  of  the  Connecticut 
light-horse :  "  Old-fasliioned  men,  truly  irregulars ;  whether  their 
clothing,  equipments,  or  caparisons  were  regarded,  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  have  discovered  any  circumstance  oi  unit'ormity. 
Instead  of  carbines  and  sabres,  they  generally  carried  fowling- 
pieces,  some  of  them  very  long,  such  aa  ia  Pennsylvania  are 
used  for  shooting  ducks.  Here  and  there  one  appeared  in  a 
dingy  regimental  of  scarlet,  with  a  triangular,  tarnished,  laced 
hat.  These  singular  dragoons  were  volunteers,  who  camo  to 
make  a  tender  of  their  services  to  tho  commander-in-chief.  But 
they  staid  not  long  in  New  York.  As  suoh  a  body  of  cavalry 
had  not  been  counted  upon,  there  was  in  all  probability  a  want 
lit  forage  fo)'  their  fades,  which,  in  the  spirit  of  ancient  knight- 
hood, they  absolutely  refused  to  descend  from ;  and  as  the  gen- 
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eral  had  no  use  for  oavaliers  in  his  insular  operiitioiiH,  tiicj  wcro 
forthwith  dismissed,  with  suitalile  aoknowledgmcnts  for  their 
trnly  cLivalrous  ardor."  * 

The  troops  thus  satirized,  were  a  body  of  between  four  and 
five  hundred  Connecticut  liglit-horse,  aiidor  Colonel  Thomas  Sey- 
mour. On  an  appeal  for  aid  to  the  governor  of  their  State,  they 
had  voluntarily  liastened  on  in  advance  of  the  militia,  to  render 
the  most  speedy  succor.  Supposing,  from  the  suddenness  and 
urgency  of  the  call  upon  their  services,  that  they  were  immedi- 
ately to  be  called  into  action  and  promptly  to  returo  home,  they 
had  come  off  in  suoh  taste,  that  many  were  unprovided  even  with 
a  blanket  or  a  change  of  clothing, 

Washington  speaks  of  them  as  being  for  the  most  part,  if 
not  all,  men  of  reputation  and  property.  They  were,  in  fact, 
mostly  farmers.  As  to  their  sorry  yat^es,  they  were  rough  coun- 
try horses,  such  as  farmers  keep,  not  for  show,  hot  service.  As 
to  their  dingy  regimentals,  wB  quote  a  word  in  their  favor  from  a 
writer  of  that  day.  "  Some  of  these  worthy  soldiers  assisted  in 
theii-  present  uniforms  at  the  reduction  of  Louisburg,  and  tlieir 
'  lank  checks  and  war-worn  eoats,'  are  viewed  with  more  venera- 
tion by  their  honest  countrymen,  than  if  they  were  glittering 
nabobs  from  India,  or  bashaws  with  nine  tails."  t 

On  arriving,  their  horses,  from  scarcity  of  forage,  had  to  bo 
pastured  about  King's  Bridge.  In  fact,  'Washiugton  informed 
them,  that,  under  present  circumstances,  they  could  not  be  of  use 
as  horsemen ;  on  which  they  concluded  to  stay,  and  do  duty  on 
foot  till  the  an-ival  of  the  new  levies.  %  In  a  letter  to  Governor 
Ti-umbull  (July  11),  Washington  observes:  "The  cificers  and 

*  Grajaon's  Memoirs,  p.  I.^ri.  t   Am.  Ai-rfiiviis,  :>1h  Series,  i.  H."j. 

t  Webb  to  Gov.  TnimbuU, 
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men  of  thit  coiji^  liave  manifested  80  firm  an  attafibment  to  tlio 
c  rase  we  ire  engaged  lu,  that  they  have  consoDted  to  remain 
here,  til!  suth  i  body  of  troojis  aro  inarched  from  your  eolony  as 
will  be  a  sufiicient  reinfot  cement,  so  as  to  admit  of  their  leaving 
this  city  with  safety  *  *  *  *  They  have  the  additional 
ment  of  deteimming  to  etiy,  eyen  if  they  are  obliged  to  maintain 
thtir  horses  it  their  own  expense."  * 

In  a  very  few  days,  however,  the  troopera,  on  being  requested 
to  mount  guard  like  other  soldiers,  grew  restless  and  uneaey. 
Colonel  Seymour  and  his  brother  field-officers,  therefore,  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  Washington,  stating  that,  by  the  positive  laws 
of  Connecticut,  the  light-Iiorse  were  expressly  exempted  from 
Htaying  in  garrison,  or  doing  duty  on  foot,  apart  from  their 
horses ;  and  that  they  found  it  impos&ibie  to  detain  tteir  men 
any  longer  under  that  idea,  they  having  come  "  without  the  least 
expectation  or  preparation  for  sneh  services."  They  rcspcetfidly, 
therefore,  asked  a  disniishion  in  form.  Wishington's  brief  reply, 
shows  that  he  was  nettled  by  their  conduct. 

"  (rentlemeu :  In  answer  to  yours  of  this  date,  I  can  only  re- 
peat to  you  what  I  said  last  night,  and  that  ia,  that  if  your  men 
(hink  themselves  exempt  from  the  common  duty  of  a  soldier — 
will  not  mount  guard,  do  gan-ison  duty,  or  service  separate  from 
thpir  horses — they  can  no  longer  be  of  any  use  here,  where  horses 
cannot  be  brought  to  action,  stud  I  do  not  care  how  soon  they  are 
dismissed." 

In  fact,  the  assistance  of  these  troops  was  much  needed ; 
yet  he  apprehended  the  exemption  from  fiitigue  and  garrison 
duty  which  tliey  demanded  as  a   right,  would,  if  granted,  set    a 

*  Aiii.  Atcliive.P,  .^illi  Sei-ips,  i,  102. 
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daugcrous  example  to  otLera,  and  bo  produative  of  maiij  evil 
consequenees. 

In  tlie  hurry  of  varions  concerns  ho  directed  hia  aide-de- 
camp,  Colonel  Wel)li,  to  write  in  his  name  to  Governor  Trumbull 
on  the  Bubjeot. 

Colonel  Seymour,  on  his  return  home,  addresKed  a  long  letter 
to  the  governor  explanatory  of  his  conduct,  "  1  can't  help  re- 
marking to  your  honor,"  adds  he,  "  that  it  may  with  truth  be 
said.  General  Washington  is  a  gentleman  of  extreme  care  and 
caution :  that  his  recLuisitions  for  men  are  fully  equal  to  the 
nece^ities  of  the  case.  «  «  *  I  should  have  stopped  hei'e, 
but  am  this  moment  informed  that  Mr.  Webb,  General  Washing- 
ton's aide-de-camp,  has  written  to  your  honor  something  dishon- 
orable to  the  light-horse.  Whatever  it  may  be  I  know  not,  but 
this  I  do  know,  that  it  is  a  general  observation  both  in  camp  and 
country,  if  the  butterflies  and  coxcombs  were  away  from  the 
army,  we  should  not  be  put  to  so  much  difficulty  in  obtaining 
men  of  common  sense  to  engage  in  the  defence  of  their 
coantry."  * 

As  to  the  Connecticut  infantry  which  had  been  furnished  by 
Governor  Trumbull  in  the  present  emergency,  they  likewise  were 
substantial  farmers,  whose  business,  he  observed,  would  reijuiie 
their  return,  when  the  necessity  of  their  further  stay  iu  the  army 
should  be  over.  They  were  all  men  of  simple  rural  manners, 
from  an  agricultural  State,  where  great  equality  of  condition  pre- 
vailed ;  the  officers  were  elected  by  the  men  out  of  their  own 
ranks,  they  were  their  own  )ieigh!)Ors,  and  every  way  their 
equals.     All  this,  as  yet,  was  but  little  understood  or  appreoi- 
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utud  by  llie  troops  from  tlie  SoutI),  among  wiiom  military  ra.uk 
was  iDoro  defined  and  tenaciously  observed,  and  wbere  tho  officers 
were  men  of  tho  cities,  and  of  move  aristocratic  habits. 

We  Lave  drawn  out  from  oonteniforary  BOurces  these  few 
particulars  concerning  the  sectional  jealousies  thus  early  spring- 
ing up  among  the  tioops  from  the  different  States,  to  show  the 
difficulties  with  which.  Washington  had  to  contend  at  the  outset, 
and  which  formed  a  growing  object  of  solicitude  throughout  the 
rest  of  his  career, 

John  Adams,  speaking  of  the  violent  paBsions,  and  discordant 
inteiests  it  work  throughout  the  country,  from  Florida  to  Can- 
ada, observes :  "  It  requires  more  serenity  of  temper,  a  deeper 
undoistandmg,  and  more  courage  than  foil  to  the  lot  of  Mail- 
borough,  to  ride  in  this  whirlwind."  * 


*  Am.  Archives,  4lh  Serif 
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IiETTEiia  from  General  Lee  gave  Washington  iotelligence  of  the 
fate  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  expedition  to  fie  Soulli ;  that  ex- 
pedition which  had  been  the  subject  of  so  much  surmise  and  pcr- 
plesity.  Sir  Henry  in  his  cruise  along  the  coast  Iiad  been  re- 
peatedly foiled  by  Lee.  T'irst,  aa  we  have  shown,  when  he  looked 
in  at  New  York;  nest,  wheu  he  paused  at  Norfolk  in  Virginia; 
and  lastly,  when  he  made  a  bold  attempt  at  Charleston  in  South 
Carolina ;  for  scarue  did  his  ships  appear  off  the  boj;  of  the  harbor, 
than  the  omnipresent  Lee  was  marching  his  troops  into  the  city. 
Within  a  year  past,  Charleston  had  been  fortified  at  various 
points.  Fort  Johnson,  on  James  Island,  three  miles  from  the 
city,  and  commanding  the  breadth  of  the  channel,  was  garrisoned 
by  a  regiment  of  South  Carolina  regulars  under  Colonel  Gadsden. 
A  strong  fort  had  recently  been  constructed  nearly  opposite,  on 
the  south-west  point  of  Sullivan's  Island,  about  six  mUes  below 
the  city.  It  was  mounted  with  twenty-six  guns,  and  garrisoned 
by  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  reguJars  and  a  few  militia,  and 
commanded  by  Colonel  William  Moultrie,  of  South    Carolina, 
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who  tad  constructed  it.  This  fort,  in  connection  with  that  on 
Jarnes  laUnd,  was  considered  the  key  of  the  harbor. 

Cannon  had  also  hcen  mounted  on  Haddrell's  Point  oa  the 
jQainland,  to  the  north-west  of  Sullivan's  Island,  and  along  the 
hay  in  front  of  the  town. 

The  arrival  of  General  Lee  gave  great  joy  to  the  people  of 
Cliarleaton,  from  his  high  reputation  for  military  skill  and  experi- 
ence. According  to  his  own  account  in  a  letter  to  "Washington," 
the  town  on  Lis  arrival  was  "utterly  defenceless."  He  was  re- 
joieod  therefore,  when  the  enemy,  instead  of  immediately  attack- 
ing it,  directed  his  whole  force  against  the  fort  on  Sullivan's 
Island,  "  He  has  lost  an  opportunity,"  said  Lee,  "  suuli  as  I 
hope-will  never  occur  again,  of  taking  the  town." 

The  British  ships,  in  feet,  having  passed  the  har  with  some 
difficulty,  landed  their  troops  oa  Long  Island,  situated  to  the 
east  of  Sullivan's  Island,  and  separated  from  it  by  a  small  creek 
called  the  Breach.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  meditated  a  comhined 
attack  with  his  land  and  naval  forces  on  the  fort  commanded  by 
Moultrie ;  tho  capture  of  which,  he  thought,  would  insui'e  the 
reduction  of  Charleston, 

Tiie  Americana  immediately  threw  up  works  on  the  north- 
eastern extremity  of  Sullivan's  Island,  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
the  enemy  over  the  Breach,  stationing  a  force  of  regulars  and 
militia  there,  under  Colonel  Thompson.  Qflneral  Lee  encamped 
on  Haddrell's  Point,  on  the  mainland,  to  the  north  of  the  island, 
whence  he  intended  to  keep  np  a  communication  by  a  hridge  of 
boats,  so  as  to  he  ready  at  any  moment  to  aid  either  Moultrie  or 
Thompson. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the  other  hand,  had  to  construct  bat- 
teries on  Long  Island,  to  oppose  those  of  Thompson,  and  cover 
VOL.  n.— 12* 
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tlic  ]ja  sa.^e  f  h  t  tio  pa  1  y  1  oita  cr  by  the  foi  1  Ilius  tim 
wa^  co3siimi,d  and  the  enemy  were  from  tlio  Int  to  tlie  2tith  of 
Juni,  prejiinng  for  tlie  d,ttack  then  troip?  sufieiing  fioin  the 
mtenae  he^t  of  tiie  sin  on  the  hurnin^  ^and?  of  Ld  g  Iifhini  and 
both  fleet  and  army  com^limn^  li:  1  n  ki  h  wat  i  1  sua  ty 
and  bad  piOTiiona 

At  len^^h  on  the  2Stli  of  June  tLe  Thun  ler  Bomb  com 
meneed  the  attack  throwing  shells  t  the  f  rt  as  the  flocf  nnd  r 
bjr  Petei  P  ike  ahanced  Ab  it  eleven  o  clod  the  ships 
di  Jpped  thi,ir  an  hor&  directlj  bi-fon,  t!  e  t  ont  battel  y  I  wa^ 
at  this  time  in  a  boat  writes  Lee  endeavonnj,  t">  make  the 
ishnd  but  the  wild  and  t  de  be  ng  vulcntly  a  a  nst  us  drove 
ns  on  the  mam  They  mmed  ately  :,  mmen  d  tin,  m  t  funona 
fire  I  (.ler  heiid  r  =aw  T  confeas  I  was  in  pain  fiom  the  httle 
CO  fi  knee  I  icposed  in  oi  i  tiooj  s  the  officers  bi,mg  all  boys  and 
the  men  law  recruits,  ^hat  augment  d  my  nxiety  was  tha.t 
we  had  nj  bridge  finished  for  let  eat  or  <,ommunie«ition  and  the 
creek  or  cove  wkick  separatea  it  from  the  continent  is  near  a  mile 
wide.  I  had  received,  likewise,  intelligence  that  their  land 
troops  intended  at  the  same  time  to  land  and  assault.  I  never  in 
my  life  felt  myself  so  uneasy ;  and  what  added  to  my  uueasineas 
was,  that  I  knew  our  stock  of  ammunition  was  miserably  low.  I 
had  once  thought  of  ordering  the  commanding  officer  to  spite  bis 
guns,  and,  when  his  ammunition  was  spent,  to  retreat  with  as  little 
loss  as  possible.  However,  I  thought  proper  previously  to  seod 
to  town  for  a  fresh  supply,  if  It  could  possibly  be  procured,  and 
ordered  my  aide-de-camp,  Mr.  Byrd  (who  is  a  lad  of  magnani- 
mous courage),  to  pass  over  in  a  small  canoo,  and  report  the  state 
of  the  spirit  of  the  garrison.  If  it  had  been  low,  I  should  have 
abandoned  all  thoughts  of  defence.     His  report  was  flattering. 
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Itli         It  It         ait         tlipOttU         t  lp<i^l 

tl  k  mllbt  dt  mttligi 

IP  J  btlfdthyLd  as       f 

li  fe         t 

Thyw  il       dwth     j       t       d  a.        dm    thy 

W      Id     b      d        th     p     t  b    t  W  th   th  IT  h  Th  1 

tb  y  d    jl  y  d   a.to      i    d       d  pt        1   lu      f      I  d 

1       mj  d  ar  g         II  p  d     b  tt     fi         Tw  1 

t  11  b  t  w      eo  t        d       th     t      t    m  Tb        bl 

f  11  w     wl      w        m    t  Uy  w       d  d  j       1  tb       b     1 

t  b  d  t!  ta  dj  d  f  bb  ty  Th  wh  1  tb 
1  b  dis  t  d  t  tb  p  t  Uj  tb  b  1  tl  y  t  1  bk 
r        na  la  ti     tbi  I       t    y 

M    b    f  (b     f  IS  1       t  I  t  y  t!       t  t  m     t     f 

Btbbtm        Wbltb  t        dfi       f  bp 

wtb  mdffittbktlfi  ftb 

I  t        my       d  d       t  tl  t   tb     m    t      t  1 

1        th        t        m   i    bj  tb    f    t        Id       t  f  1      n       f     tl 

1     t   a.    w  11  f  b    1  ly  mm    1    g  tb     I  f 

3     t  In  tb    m  d  t    t  tl    t    1      dfiil  f      t  II    y  tb  y 

tkwbtbortt        st      yanlfim  ttb 

fl    d   d  1  b       toly       1    1  wly        d  t     t  1       d     ff    t  m 

Tb      bip       ff     d  1      ly  tl   y  w       t  Im    t  t    p 

dthl      Itw       1      If  IN  ddEtbl       b 

I  I  11  m  ^      m    t 

ltb«a  twthyfg  mjp  d 

t 
The  fire  trom  tbe  shipa  did  not  produce  Ibe  expected  effect. 

•  Hist.  CivQ  Wiir  in  Ameiicn.     Dublin,  1770.    Annual  Reffito.r. 
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Tlie  fortifiaatioas  were  low,  pimpo  od  of  earth  md  palmetti 
wood,  wliioii  is  soft,  and  maL.cs  no  iplinfeid  and  tht,  meilouh  were 
extremely  tLick.  At  one  time  tliere  wig  a  ronaidcr  ible  pause  m 
tlie  American  fire,  and  the  enemy  thought  the  toit  wia  abandons  1 
It  was  only  because  tLe  powdej  n  is  eshju«tel  At  t.oon  as  a 
supply  could  be  forwarded  fiom  the  mainland  ly  Generd  Leo, 
the  fort  resumed  its  fire  with  still  more  dij,dly  efiect  Through 
unskilful  pilotage,  several  of  the  sliipa  lan  igiound,  whcie  one, 
the  frigate  Acbeon,  remained ,  the  rest  were  e^tiic3ti,d  with 
difficulty.  Those  which  bor^  the  brunt  of  the  action  ■neie 
much  cut  up.  One  hundred  and  seventj  five  men  were  killed, 
and  nearly  m  many  wounded.  Captain  Scott,  commanding  the 
Experiment,  of  fifty  guns,  lost  an  arm,  and  was  otherwise  wound- 
ed. Captain  Morris,  commanding  the  Action,  was  slain.  So 
also  was  Lord  Campbell,  late  governor  of  the  province,  wlio 
served  as  a  volnuteer  on  board  of  the  squadron. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  two  thousand  troops  and  five  or  six 
liuodred  seamen,  attempted  repeatedly  to  cross  fiom  Long  Island, 
and  co-operate  ia  the  attack  upon  the  fort,  but  was  as  often  foiled 
by  Colonel  Tliompson,  with  his  battery  of  two  cannons,  and  a 
body  of  South  Carolina  raugera  and  North  Carolina  regulars, 
"  Upon  tlie  whole,"  says  Lee,  "  the  South  and  North  Carolina 
troops  and  Virginia  rifle  battalion  we  have  here,  are  admirable 
soldiers." 

The  combat  slackened  before  sunset,  and  ceased  before  ten 
o'clock.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  who  had  received  a  severe  contusion 
in  the  engagement,  then  slipped  hia  cables,  and  drew  off  his 
shattered  ships  to  Eivo  Fathom  Hole.  The  Actceon  remained 
aground. 

On  the  following  morning  Sir  Ue;n-y  Clinton  made  another 
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attempt  to  cross  from  Long  Islaud  to  SuUivau'a  Island  ;  but  was 
again  repulsed,  and  obliged  to  take  shelter  behind  liis  breast- 
works. Sir  Peter  Parker,  too,  giving  up  all  hope  of  reducing  the 
fort  in  the  shattered  condition  of  his  ships,  ordered  that  the 
AetfeoBEhould  be  set  on  fire  and  abandoned.  The  crew  left  her 
in  flames,  with  the  guns  loaded,  and  the  colors  flying.  Tiio 
Americans  boarded  her  in  time  to  haul  down  her  colors,  and 
secure  them  as  a  trophy,  discharge  her  guns  at  one  of  the  enemy's 
ships,  and  load  three  boaia  with  stores.  Thej  then  abandoned  her 
to  her  fate,  and  in  half  an  hour  she  blew  up. 

ffithii:  a  few  days  the  troops  were  re-embarkcd  from  Long 
Island  ;  the  attempt  upon  Charleston  was  for  tlio  present  aban- 
doned, and  the  fleet  once  more  put  to  sea. 

In  this  action,  oae  of  the  severeBt  in  the  whole  course  of  the 
war,  the  loss  of  the  Americans  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  but 
thirty-five  men.  Colonel  Moultrie  derived  the  greatest  glory 
from  the  defence  of  SuUivan's  Island ;  though  the  thanks  of 
Congress  were  voted  as  well  to  General  Lee,  Colonel  Thompson, 
and  those  under  their  command. 

"  For  God's  sake,  my  dear  general,"  writes  Lee  to  Wasliing- 
ton,  "  urge  the  Congress  to  furnish  me  with  a  thousand  cavahy. 
With  a  thousand  cavalry  I  could  insure  the  safety  of  these 
Southern  provinces;  and  without  cavalry,  I  can  answer  for 
nothing.  From  want  of  this  species  of  troops  we  had  infalli- 
bly lost  this  capital,  but  the  dilatoriness  and  stupidity  of  the 
enemy  saved  us." 

The  tidings  of  this  dgnal  repulse  of  the  enemy  came  most 
opportunely  to  Washington,  when  he  was  apprehending  an  attack 
upon  New  York.  Ho  writes  in  a  familiar  vein  to  Schuyler  on 
the  subject.     "  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  his  fleet  got  a  severe  dmb- 
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biDg  in  an  attack  upon  our  works  on  Sullivan's  Island,  just  hj 
ChaileBton  in  South  Cai'olina;  a  part  of  tlieir  troops,  at  the 
same  time,  in  attempting  to  land,  were  repulsed."  He  assumed  a 
different  tone  in  announcing  it  to  the  army  in  a  general  order  of 
the  21st  July.  "  This  generous  example  of  our  troops  imder  tlie 
like  circumstances  with  us,  the  general  hopes,  will  animate  every 
of&eer  and  soldier  to  imitate,  and  even  outdo  them,  when  the 
enemy  shall  make  the  same  attempt  on  us.  With  such  a  bright 
example  before  us  of  what  can  be  done  by  brave  men  fighting  in 
defence  of  their  country,  we  shall  be  loaded  with,  a  double  share 
of  shame  and  infamy  if  we  do  not  acq^uit  ourselves  with  courage, 
and  manifest  a  determined  resolution  to  comjuer  or  die," 
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Genekal  Putnam,  beside  his  traverj  in  the  field,  was  somewhat 
of  a  mechanical  projector.  The  batteries  at  Fort  Waaliington 
had  proved  ineffectual  in  opposing  the  passage  of  hostile  ships  up 
tlie  Hudson.  He  waa  now  engaged  on  a  plan  for  obstructing  the 
channel  opposite  the  fort,  so  as  to  prevent  the  passing  of  any 
more  ships.  A  letter  from  him  to  General  Gates  (July  26t!i}  ex- 
plains his  project.  "  We  are  preparing  chevaus-de-frise,  at  which 
wc  make  great  despatcli  by  the  help  of  ships,  which  are  to  be 
simh — a  scheme  of  mine  which  you  may  bo  assured  is  very  sim- 
ple ;  a  plan  of  which  I  send  yon.  The  two  ships'  stems  lie  to- 
wards each  other,  about  seventy  feet  apart.  Three  large  logs, 
which  reach  from  ship  to  ship,  are  fastened  to  them.     The  two 
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s  and  !og^  (stop  the  river  two  himdred  and  eighty  feet.     Tho 

■s  at-e  to  be  sunk,  and  when  hauled  down  on  one  side,  the 
pricks  will  be  raised  to  a  proper  height,  and  they  must  ineTitahly 
stop  the  river,  if  the  enemy  ■wUl  let  ns  sink  them." 

It  so  happened  that  oae  Ephraim  Anderson,  adjutant  to  tho 
second  Jersey  battalion,  had  recently  submitted  a  project  to  Con- 
gress for  destroying  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  hai'hor  of  New  York. 
He  had  attempted  an  enterprise  of  the  kind  agdast  the  British 
ships  in  the  harbor  of  Quebec  daring  the  siege,  and,  aocording  to 
his  own  account,  would  have  succeeded,  had  not  the  enemy  dis- 
covered his  intentions,  and  stretched  a  cable  across  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor,  and  had  he  not  accidentally  been  much  burnt. 

His  scheme  was  fevorably  entertained  by  Congress,  and 
Washington,  by  a  letter  dated  July  lOth,  was  instructed  to  aid 
him  in  caiTying  it  into  effect.  Anderson,  accordingly,  was  soon 
at  work  at  New  York  constructing  fire-ships,  with  which  the  fleet 
was  to  be  attacked.  Simultaneous  with  the  attack,  a  descent  was 
to  be  made  on  tho  British  camp  on  Staten  Island,  from  the  near- 
est point  of  the  Jersey  shore,  by  troopa  from  Mercer's  flying 
camp,  and  by  others  stationed  at  Bergen  under  Major  Knowlton, 
I'utnam's  fiivorite  officer  for  daring  enterprises. 

Putmaii  entered  into  the  scheme  as  zealously  as  if  it  had  been 
his  own.  Indeed,  by  the  tenor  of  his  letter  fo  Cfites  alreidy 
quoted,  he  seemed  almost  to  oonsider  it  so  The  enemy  s  fleet 
wi-ites  ho,  "now  lies  in  the  bay,  cbsp  ucdci  '?titt,n  Island 
Their  troops  possess  no  land  here  hut  the  ifcland  Ij  it  not 
strange  that  those  invincible  troops  who  were  to  Ijy  waste  all 
this  country  with  their  fleets  and  armj  ire  s>  f  nd  of  islands 
and  peninsulas,  and  dare  not  put  then  feet  m  thp  mam  ?  But 
I  hope,  by  the  blessing  of  G-od,  and  good  friends  wo  shall  pay 
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them  a  visit  on  their  island.  For  tliat  end  wc  are  preparing 
fourteen  fire-sliips  to  go  into  tlieir  fleet,  some  of  whicli  are  ready 
cliarged  and  fitted  to  sail,  and  I  liope  soon  to  have  tliem  all  fixed." 

Anderson,  also,  on  the  Slat  July,  writes  from  New  Tork  to 
the  President  of  Congress :  "  I  have  been  for  some  tima  past 
very  assiduons  in  the  preparation  of  fire-ships.  Two  are  already 
complete,  and  hauled  off  into  the  stream ;  two  more  will  be  off  to- 
morrow, and  the  residue  in  a  very  short  time.  In  my  nest, 
I  hope  to  give  yoii  a  particular  accotmt  of  a  general  conflagration, 
as  every  thing  in  my  power  shall  he  eserted  for  the  demolition 
of  tlie  enemy's  fleet.  I  expect  to  take  an  active  part,  and  he  an 
instrument  for  that  purpose.  I  am  determined  (God  willing)  to 
make  a  conspicuous  figure  among  them,  by  being  a  '  burning  and 
shining  light,'  and  thereby  servo  my  country,  and  have  the  honor 
of  meeting  the  approbation  of  Congress."  * 

Projeotora  are  subject  to  disappointments.  It  was  impossible 
ro  construct  a  sufficient  number  of  fire-ships  and  galleys  in  time. 
The  flying  camp,  too,  recruited  but  slowly,  and  scarcely  exceeded 
three  thousand  men  ;  the  combined  attack  by  fire  and  sword  had 
therefore  to  be  given  up,  and  the  "  burning  and  shining  light  " 
again  failed  of  conflagration. 

Still,  a  partial  night  attack  on  the  Staten  Island  encampment 
was  concerted  by  Mercer  and  Knowlton,  and  twice  attempted. 
1,  they  were  prevented  from  crossing  the  strait  by 
s  weather,  on  another  by  deflciency  of  boats. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  arrived  a  hundred  sail,  with  large 
reinforcements,  among  which  were  one  thousand  Hessians,  and  as 
many  more  were  reported  to  be  on  tho  way.     The  troops  were 


,v  Google 


LIFE    OF    WASHINGTON.  ['^™- 

1  Stateu  Island,  and  fortifications  thrown  np  on 
Bome  of  tte  most  commaudiug  hUla 

All  projeota  of  attack  npon  the  enemy  wero  now  out  of  the 
question.  Indeed,  some  of  Washington's  ahlest  advisera  ques- 
tioned the  policy  of  remainiag  in  New  York,  where  they  might 
he  entrapped  as  the  British  had  heen  in  BostoD.  Reed,  the  ad- 
jutant-general, observed  that,  as  the  communication  by  the  Hud- 
son was  inteirapted,  there  was  nothing  now  to  keep  them  at  New 
York  but  a  mere  point  of  honor ;  in  the  mean  time,  they  en- 
dangered the  loss  of  the  army  and  its  military  stores.  "Why 
should  they  risk  so  mucli  in  defending  a  city,  while  the  greater 
part  of  it9  inhabitants  were  plotting  their  destruction  ?  His  ad- 
vice was,  that,  when  they  could  defend  the  city  no  longer,  they 
should  evacuate,  and  burn  it,  and  retire  from  Manhattan  Island ; 
should  avoid  any  general  action,  or  indeed  any  action,  nnleas  in 
view  of  great  advantages;  and  s!iould  make  it  a  war  of  posts. 

During  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  the  early  pai-t  of  August, 
ships  of  war  with  their  tenders  continued  to  arrive,  and  Scotch 
Highlanders,  Hessians,  and  other  troops  to  be  landed  on  Staten 
Island,  At  the  be^nning  of  August,  the  squadron  with  Sir 
Eeary  Clintoo,  recently  repulsed  at  Charleston,  anchored  in  the 
bay.  "  His  coming,"  writes  Colonel  Eeed,  "  was  aa  unespected 
as  if  he  had  dropped  from  tlie  clouds."  He  was  aecoiapanied  by 
Lord  Comwallis,  and  brought  three  thousand  troops. 

In  the  mean  time,  Putnani's  contrivances  for  obstructing  tho 
channel  had  reached  their  destined  place.  A  letter  dated  Fort 
Washington,  August  3d,  says :  "  I'our  ships  chained  and  boomed, 
with  a  number  of  amazing  large  cheva«s-de-frise,  were  sunk  closo 
by  tho  fort  under  command  of  General  Mifflin,  which  fort  mounts 
thirty-two  pieces  of  heavy  cannon.     We  are  thoroughly  sanguine 
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that  they  [tlie  sliipa  up  the  river]  never  will  he  iible  to  join  the 
British  fleet,  aor  assistance  from,  the  fleet  be  afforded  to  them ;  so 
that  we  may  set  them  down  as  our  own." 

Another  letter,  ■written  at  the  same  date  from  Tarrytown,  on 
the  borders  of  the  Tappan  Sea,  gives  an  aoconnt  of  on  attack 
made  by  sis  row  galleys  upon  the  Fhcenis  and  the  Rose.  They 
fought  bravely  for  two  hours,  hulling  the  ships  repeatedly,  bat 
Bustaiaing  great  damage  in  return ;  until  their  commodore.  Col- 
onel Tupper,  gave  the  signal  to  draw  off.  "  Never,"  aays  tlio 
■\Tiiter,  "  did  men  behave  with  more  firm,  determined  spirit,  than 
our  littlo  crews.  One  of  our  tars  being  mortally  wounded,  cried 
to  his  companions  :  '  I  am  a  dying  man ;  revenge  my  blood,  my 
boys,  and  carry  me  alongside  my  gun,  that  I  may  die  there.' 
Wo  were  so  preserved  by  a  gracious  Providence,  that  in  all  onr 
galleys  we  had  but  two  men  killed  and  fourteen  wounded,  two  of 
i!hich  are  thought  dangerous.  We  hope  to  have  another  touch 
at  those  pirates  before  they  leave  our  river ;  which  God  prosper  I  " 

Stich  was  the  belhgeient  spmt  previding  up  the'Eudson 

The  force  of  the  enemy  collected  in  the  neighboihood  of  New 
York  was  about  thirty  thoufcand  men ,  that  of  the  imencan-i  a 
little  moie  than  seventeen  thousand,  but  was  subser[uently  m 
cieased  to  twenty  thousand  for  the  most  pait,  raw  ind  undjLsei 
plined  One  fouith  were  on  the  sick  list  with  bilious  and  putrid 
tuven  and  dyentery ,  others  were  absent  on  furlough  or  com- 
m*ind,  the  rest  h.id  to  be  diutributed  oitr  posts  and  stations 
fifteen  miles  apart. 

The  sectional  jealousies  prevalent  amoni;  th  m  wcri  moi 
and  more  a  subject  of  uneasiness  to  Washington  In  one  of  I  is 
general  orders  he  observes:  "It  is  with  groat  concern  that 
the  general  understands  that  jealousies  have  arisen  among  the 
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troops  from  tlio  different  provinces,  and  reflections  are  frequently 
thrown  out  which  can  only  tend  to  irritate  each  otter,  and  injure 
the  noble  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  which  we  ought  to 
BTipport  with  one  hand  and  one  heart.  The  general  most 
earnestly  entreats  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  consider  the  conse- 
quences ;  that  they  can.  no  way  assist  our  enemies  more  effectu- 
ally than  by  making  divisions  among  ourselves ;  that  the  honor 
and  success  of  the  army  and  tho  safety  of  our  bleeding,  country, 
depend  upjn  harmony  and  good  agreement  with  each  other  ;  that 
the  provinces  are  all  united  to  oppose  the  common  enemy,  and  all 
distinctions  sunk  m  the  name  of  in  American.  To  make  this 
name  honor  bl  and  to  [leserve  the  liberty  of  our  country, 
ought  to  bo  our  only  emx  lation  »nd  he  will  be  the  best  soldier 
and  the  best  pitiiot  wl  o  contributca  most  to  this  glorious  work, 
■whatever  be  his  it  tion  oi  from  whatever  part  of  the  contiaent 
he  may  come  Let  all  d  stinctn  i  f  nations,  countries  and  prov- 
inces, theretoiL  bo  lost  m  the  ^e^Lrous  contest,  who  shall  behave 
with  the  moif  (,  urige  i^a  nst  the  enemy,  and  the  most  kindness 
and  good-humoi  to  ei:,h  other  If  there  be  any  officers  or 
soldiers  so  lost  t  Mrtue  ^nd  i  loie  of  their  counti'y,  aa  to  con- 
tinue in  suth  pnetiees  aftei  this  order,  the  general  assures  them, 
and  is  authorized  by  Congress  to  declare  to  the  whole  array,  that 
such  persons  shall  be  severely  punished,  and  dismissed  from  the 
service  with  disgrace." 

The  urgency  of  such  a  general  order  is  apparent  in  that  early 
period  of  our  confederation,  when  its  various  parts  had  not  as  yet 
been  sufficiently  welded  together  to  acquire  a  thorough  feeling  of 
nationality ;  yet  what  aa  enduring  lesson  does  it  furnish  for  every 
etago  of  our  Union  ! 
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We  subjoin  another  of  the  general  orders  issued  in  tHa  t,ime 
of  gloom  and  anxiety  : 

"  That  the  troops  may  have  an  opportunity  of  attending 
public  worship,  as  well  as  to  take  some  rest  after  tte  great  fatigue 
tlicy  have  goae  through,  the  general,  in  future,  exottses  them 
from  fatigue  duty  on  Sundays,  except  at  the  etip-yards,  or  on 
special  occasions,  until  further  orders.  The  general  is  soriy  to 
he  informed,  that  the  foolish  and  wicked  practice  of  profane 
cursing  and  swearing,  a  vice  heretofore  little  known  in  an  Ameri- 
can army,  is  growing  into  fashion.  He  hopes  the  officers  will,  by 
example  as  well  as  influence,  eadeavor  to  check  it,  and  that  both 
they  aad  the  men  will  reflect,  that  we  can  have  little  hope  of  the 
blessing  of  Heaven  on  our  arms,  if  we  insult  it  by  our  impiety 
and  folly.  Added  to  this,  it  is  a  vice  so  mean  and  low,  without 
any  temptation,  that  every  man  of  sense  aad  character  detests 

While  Washington  tlius  endeavored  to  elevate  the  minds  of 
his  soldiery  to  the  sanctity  of  the  cause  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged, he  kept  the  most  watchful  eye  upon  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  Beside  tlieir  great  superiority  iu  point  of  numbers  as  well 
its  discipline,  to  his  own  crude  and  scanty  legions,  tliey  posseted 
a  vast  advantage  in  their  fleet.  "  They  would  not  be  half  the 
eaemy  they  ai-e,"  observed  Colonel  Reed,  "  if  they  were  once 
separated  from  their  ships."  Every  arrival  and  departure  of 
these,  thei-efore,  was  a  subject  of  speculation  and  conjecture. 
Aaron  Burr,  at  that  time  in  New  York,  tude-de-camp  to  General 
Putnam,   speaks  in  a  letter  to  an  uncle,  of  thirty  t 
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■wHcli,  under  eoiiToy  o£  three  frigates,  liad  put  to  sea  on  tlie  7th 
of  August,  witli  the  intention  of  aailing  round  Long  Island  and 
coming  tlirongli  the  Sound,  and  thus  investing  the  city  by  the 
North  and  East  llivers.  "  They  are  then  to  land  on  botli  sides 
of  the  island,"  writes  he,  "join  their  forces,  and  draw  a  line 
across,  which  will  hem  us  in,  and  totally  cwt  off  all  communiea- 
tion;  after  which,  they  will  have  their  own  fun."  He  adds: 
"  They  hold  ns  in  the  utmost  contempt.  Talk  of  foreiag  all  our 
lines  without  firing  a  gun.  The  bayonet  is  their  pride.  They 
have  forgot  Bunker's  Hill."  * 

In  this  emergency,  Washington  wrote  to  Q-encral  Mercer  for 
2,000  men  from  the  flying  camp.  Colonel  Smallwood^s  battalion 
wag  mme  1  ately  fu  nished  a  a  i  art  ot  then  The  Convent  on 
of  th  State  rie  dot  hj  ty  levies  of  CO  nt  m  1 1  a  to  form 
te  1 0  a  y  c  mps  on  tho  shore  of  the  S  und  and  on  th  t  of  the 
Hud  a  ah  e  K  n^  a  B  d^e  to  annov  tho  enemy  hould  they 
atten^t  to  lanl  fron_  tie  h^  on  tier  ot  th  se  w  te 
Othe  a  were  sent  t<.  re  nf  re  the  ].ost8  on  L  n^  I  laud.  As 
K  ngs  (  unty  on  Long  I  land  iva?  n  t  d  f  r  b  ng  strong 
1  Id  of  t!  o  d  aff  eted  tl  e  Convent  on  order  1  th  t  sho  Id  any 
of  tl  e  m  lit  a  of  that  county  refuse  to  se  re  they  ho  1 1  be 
dis    m  1  ind  secnr  d  -md  the     p  s  es  ons  la  d  wa  te 

M^ny  ot  tho  yeomen  of  the  count  v  thus  hastily  summoned 
from  tl  I  lou^h  w  re  deat  t  te  of  arms  n  hou  of  win  h  they 
w  re  ord  re  1  to  !"r  ng  w  th  them  a  Rhovel  spade  o  i  ckise  o  a 
scythe  straighten  1  an  I  fa  tened  t  a  j  le  Th  rust  c  ar  ay 
n  Aj  have  pr  yoked  the  tho  ghtl  ss  sneers  of  c  ty  ofie  t  u  I 
as  those  c  ted  ly  &r  ydon    1  ut  t  w  s  n  truth  one  ot  tho  glor 

*  Am.  Arcliivcs,  ^th  Sevies,  i.  R87. 
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oub  fpatui  e^  if  tte  Kt'volution,  to  lie  thus  aided  in  its  emergencies 
Ijy  "  hasty  levies  of  liushandmcn."  * 

Ej  the  authority  of  the  New  York  Convention,  Washington 
had  appointed  General  George  Clinton  to  the  command  of  the 
levies  on  hoth  sides  of  the  Hnd'fon  He  now  ordered  him  to 
lia'jten  down  witK  thtm  to  the  fort  just  ereoted  on  the  noi  fh  side 
ot  Kmg  ^  Bridge ,  having  two  hundied  mtn  under  the  command 
ot  a  brave  and  alert  ofiitei  to  throw  uji  wurLs  at  the  pass  it 
Anthjnys  Njie  wheiL  the  nmin  road  to  Albany  cio=Bes  that 
mountim  Troi[  ^  of  horne  iloo  liere  to  be  po'^ted  by  him  along 
the  mil  to  watoh  the  motions  tf  the  onDsy 

'Wa'^hingfon  now  laide  the  Kst  solemn  pieparatirns  foi  the 

mpending  confliit      All  suspected  ptisons  ■nhose  piesence  mi^ht 
jioBiote  the  plitLS  of  the  i,nom^,  were  rLmotcd  to  i  distance 

^11  pipere  ieBpe(,tmg  affaus  ot  Stite  were  nut  up  in  %  huge  cise, 
to  be  delivered  to  Congrese.     Aa  to  his  domestic  ai-rt 


"  General  ordarB,  Ang.  8ih,  eliow  tlie  feverish  state  of  affa       n    h 
"As  the  raovemanta  of  the  enemy,  and  intelligence  by  d  »e -tt      g        li 
utmost  reason  to  believo  that  the  great  slru^le  in  wHoh  w    ore  ndm 

fur  eveiy  thing  dear  to  us  itnd  our  posterity  ia  near  at  hand         gen  ral  m 
earnestly  recomroenda  the  doseat  attention  to  the  state  o      h     m  n     arm 
nmmnDitioD,  and  flints ;  that  if  we  sliould  he  Buddanly  cal   d       a  ti  n  notii 
ing  of  this  kind  may  be  to  provide.     And  he  does  most  an      usi       -di  tl 

officers  and  soldiers  not  to  he  out  of  ihair  quarters  or  enoampm  n         P     n  y 
in  the  momiag,  or  upon  the  tide  of  flood. 

"  A  flag  m  the  daytime,  or  a  light  at  night,  in  the  for  B  j  d  H  H 
with  three  guns  from  the  same  place  fired  quick  but  distin  t,  to  b  n 
hidered  aa  a  agnal  for  the  troops  to  repair  to  their  alarm  posts,  and  prepare 
for  action.  And  that  the  alarm  may  he  more  efffeotually  given,  the  drums 
are  immediately  to  beat  to  arms  upon  the  signal  being  given  from  Bajard'a 
Hill.  Tliis  order  is  not  to  be  considered  aa  countermanding  tlic  firing  two 
guuB  at  Fort  George,  as  formerly  ordorcd.  That  is  also  to  be  done  on  on 
alarm,  bat  the  ilag  will  not  be  holatsd  at  the  old  liend-quartera  in  Broad- 
way."— Am.  Ardm-es,  5tA  Saies,  i.  913. 
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Mrs.  WasMngtoii  had  some  time  previously  gone  to  Piiiladolpliia, 
witli  the  intention  of  returning  to  Virginia,  aa  there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  ter  being  mth  him  %vy  part  of  the  Bummer  -which  thieat 
oQed  to  be  one  of  tuimoil  and  dtngcr  The  othei  hdies  wivi.3 
of  general  officers,  who  used  tt  ^rate  anl  enl  \  n  Iieil  juajt  r 
had  all  been  seat  out  of  the  w  y  o*^  the  storm  wl  leh  t-  s  lowc 
ing  over  this  devoted  oitj 

Accounts  of  deserters,  and  other  intelligence,  informed  Wash- 
ington, on  the  17th,  that  a  great  many  of  the  enemy's  troops  had 
gone  on  board  of  tiie  transports ;  that  three  days'  provisions  had 
been  cooked,  and  other  steps  taken  indicating  an  intention  of 
leaving  Staten  Island.  Putnam,  also,  came  np  from  below  with 
word  that  at  least  one  fourth  of  the  fleet  bad  sailed.  Theie  were 
juany  conjectures  at  head-quarters  as  to  whither  they  wei-e  bound, 
or  whether  they  had  not  merely  shifted  their  station.  Every 
thing  indicated,  however,  that  affairs  were  tending  to  a  crisis. 

The  '■  hysterical  alarms"  of  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  New 
York,  which  had  provoked  the  soldierlike  impatience  and  satiri- 
cal sneers  of  Lee,  inspired  different  sentiments  in  the  benevolent 
heart  of  Washington,  and  produced  the  following  letter  to  the 
New  York  Convention : 

"When  I  consider  that  tho  city  of  Now  York  will,  in  all 
human  probability,  very  soon  be  the  scene  of  a  bloody  conflict,  I 
cannot  but  view  the  great  numbers  of  women,  children,  and 
infirm  persons  remaining  in  it,  with  the  most  melancholy  con- 
cern. When  the  men-of-war  (the  Phcenis  and  Rose)  passed  up 
tho  river,  the  shrieks  and  erics  of  these  poor  creatures,  running 
every  way  with  their  children,  were  truly  distressing,  and  I  fear 
they  will  have  an  unhappy  effect  upon  the  ears  and  minds  of  our 
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young  and  iuesperienced  soldiery,  Caa  no  metkod  be  devised 
for  their  removal  ?  " 

How  vividly  does  this  call  to  miad  tho  compassionate  sensibil- 
ity of  Lis  younger  days,  wlien  commanding  at  Wincliester,  in 
Virginia,  in  timo  of  public  peril ;  and  melted  to  "  deadly  sorrow" 
by  the  "  supplicating  tears  of  tbe  ■women,  and  moving  petitions 
of  the  men."  As  then,  he  listened  to  the  prompt  suggestions  of 
h  ownheait  inl  with  utawatiig  tht.  ict  on  of  the  Conven 
tioD  issued  1  jrotlamation  advising  the  mhab  tants  to  remoT 

nd  lequrin^  the  nfliceig  and  solliery  to  aid  tJip  licljle^s  and  thi. 
irdi^ent  The  Convention  ^ooa  rospondod  to  bs  ajjcil  an  1 
ppp  mted  a  Limmittee  to  effect  these  juipo^es  m  the  mo'it 
humans,  and  exj  e  lit  oi  s  maimei 

A  gilhnt  little  exploit  at  this  junoture   ga^  l  a  fill  j  to  tli 

pints  of  the  o  mmunit\  Two  of  the  fiie^hijs  i  cntly  in 
btructed  went  up  the  Hudson  to  ittempt  the  destiuction  of  tht, 
fcinp^  wbieh  h  d  so  long  been  dimineeiing  ovei  its  wateis  One 
succeeded  m  grapphng  the  Phcenis,  and  would  soon  have  set  her 
ill  fiames,  but  in  the  darkness  got  to  leeward,  and  was  cast  loose 
without  effecting  any  damage.  The  other,  in  raiiking  for  the 
Hose,  fell  foul  of  one  of  the  tenders,  grappled  and  burnt  hor. 
The  enterprise  was  conducted  with  spirit,  and  though  it  failed  of 
its  main  object,  had  an  important  effect.  The  commanders  of 
the  ships  determined  to  abandon  those  waters,  where  their  boats 
were  flred  upon  by  tho  very  yeomanry  whenever  they  attempted 
to  land ;  and  where  their  ships  were  in  danger  from  midnight  in- 
cendiaries, while  riding  at  anchor.  Taking  advantage  of  a  brisls 
wind,  and  favoring  tide,  they  made  all  sail  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  18th  of  August,  and  stood  down  the  rirer,  keeping  close 
under  tho  eastern  shore,  where  they  supposed  the  guns  from 
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Mount  Washington  could  not  Ijd  tirouglit  to  bear  upon  them. 
Notwithstanding  this  precaution,  the  Phtenix  was  thrice  hulled 
hy  shots  from  the  fort,  and  one  of  the  tenders  once.  The  Kose, 
also,  was  hulled  once  by  a  shot  from  Burdett'a  Ferry.  The  men 
on  board  were  kept  close,  to  avoid  being  picked  off  by  a  party  of 
riflemen  posted  on  the  river  bank.  The  ships  fired  grape-ahot  as 
they  passed,  but  without  effecting  any  injury.  Unfortunately,  a 
passage  had  beca  left  open  in  the  obatruetjons  on  which  General 
Putnam  had  calculated  so  sanguinely;  it  was  to  have  been  closed 
in  tie  course  of  a  day  or  two.  Through  this  they  made  their 
way,  guided  by  a  deserter;  which  alone,  in  Putnam's  opinion, 
saved  them  from  being  checked  in  their  career,  and  utterly 
destroyed  by  the  batteries. 
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The  movenieiits  of  the  British  fleet,  and  of  the  camp  on  Staten 
Island,  gave  signs  of  a  meditated  attack ;  hut,  as  the  nature  of 
that  attack  was  uncertain,  Washington  was  obliged  to  retain  the 
greater  part  of  his  troops  in  the  city  for  its  defence,  holding  them 
ready,  however,  to  be  ti'ansferred  to  anj  point  in  the  vicinity. 
General  Mifflin,  with  about  fivo  hundred  of  tie  Pennaylvauia 
troopa,  of  Colonels  Shec  and  Magaw'a  regiments,  were  at  King's 
Bridge,  ready  to  aid  at  a  moment's  notice.  "  They  are  the  best 
disciplined  of  any  troops  that  I  have  yet  seen  in  the  army,"  sidd 
G-eueral  Heath,  who  had  just  reviewed  them.  General  George 
Clinton  was  at  that  post,  with  about  fourteen  hundred  of  his 
yeomanry  of  the  Hudson.  As  the  Phcenis  and  Rose  had  ex- 
plored the  shores,  and  taken  the  soundings  as  iax  as  they  had 
gone  up  the  river.  General  Heath  thouglit  Howe  might  attempt 
an  attack  somewhere  above  Kmg's  Bridge,  rather  than  in  the 
face  of  the  many  and  strong  works  erected  in  and  aroimd  the 
city.  "Should  his  inclination  lead  him  this  way,"  adds  he, 
"  nature  has  done  much  for  us,  and  we  shall,  as  fast  as  possible, 
add  the  strength  of  art.     Wo  are  pushing  our  works  with  gi'cat 


"  Heath  to  Waehiagtoii,  Aug.  17-1 
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Beports  from  different  quarters,  gave  AVasliington  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  design  of  the  enemy  might  be  to  hind  part  of 
their  force  on  Long  Island,  and  endeavor  to  get  possession  of  the 
heights  of  Brooklyn,  which  overlooked  New  York;  while  another 
part  should  land  above  the  city,  aa  General  Heath  suggested. 
Thus,  various  disconnected  points,  distant  from  each  other,  and  a 
great  extent  of  intervening  country,  had  to  he  defended  by  raw 
troops,  against  a  superior  force,  well  disciplined,  and  possessed  of 
every  facility  for  operating  by  land  and  wat«r. 

General  Greene,  with  a  considerable  force,  was  stationed  at 
BiooHyn.  He  had  acquainted  himself  with  all  the  localities  of 
tke  island,  from  Hell  Gate  to  the  Narrows,  and  made  his  plan  of 
defence  accordingly.  His  troops  were  diligently  occupied  in 
works  which  he  laid  out,  about  a  mile  beyond  the  village  of 
Brooklyn,  and  facing  the  interior  of  the  island,  whence  a  land 
attack  might  be  attempted. 

Brooklyn  was  immediately  opposite  to  New  Tork.  The 
Sound,  commonly  called  the  East  River,  in  tliat  place  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  In  width,  swept  its  rapid  tides  between  them- 
The  village  stood  on  a  kind  of  peninsula,  formed  by  the  deep 
inlets  of  Wallabout  Bay  on  the  north,  and  Gowanus  Gove  on  the 
south.  A  line  of  intrenchments  and  strong  redoabts  extended 
across  the  neck  of  the  peninsula,  &ora  tte  bay  to  a  swamp  and 
oi-eek  emptying  into  the  cove.  To  protect  the  rear  of  the  works 
from  the  enemy's  ships,  a  battery  was  erected  at  Red  Hoot,  tlie 
south-west  corner  of  the  peninsula,  and  a  fort  on  Governor's 
Island,  nearly  opposite. 

About  two  mil^  and  a  half  iu  front  of  the  line  of  intrench- 
ments and  redoubts,  a  range  of  liille,  densely  wooded,  extended 
from  south-west  to  north-east,  forming  a  natural  barrier  across  the 
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island.  It  was  traversed  by  thiee  roads.  One,  ou  the  left  of 
tlie  works,  BtretcLed  eastwardly  to  Bedford,  and  tlien  by  a  pass 
through  the  Bedford  Hilla  to  the  village  of  Jamaica;  another, 
central  and  direct,  led  through  the  woody  heights  to  Elatbush  ;  a 
third,  on  the  right  of  the  lines,  passed  hy  Gowanus  Cove  to  the 
Narrows  and  Gravesend  Bay, 

The  occupation  of  tliia  range  of  hilis,  and  the  protection  of 
its  passes,  had  been  designed  by  General  Greene ;  but  unfortu- 
nately, in  the  midst  of  his  arduona  toils,  he  was  taken  down  by  a 
raging  fever,  which  confined  him  to  his  bed;  and  General  Sulli- 
van, just  retnmed  frora  Lake  Champlain,  had  the  temporary 
command. 

Washington  saw  that  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  landing  on 
Long  Island  would  be  impossible,  its  great  extent  affording  so 
many  places  favorable  for  that  purpose,  and  the  American  works 
being  at  the  part  opposite  to  New  York.  "However,"  writes  he 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  "we  shall  attempt  to  harass  them 
as  much  as  possible,  which  is  all  that  we  can  do." 

On  the  2Ist  came  a  letter,  written  in  all  haste  by  Brigadier- 
general  William  Livingston,  of  New  Jersey.  Movements  of  the 
enemy  on  Htaten  Island  had  been  seen  fioiu  his  camp.  He  had 
sent  over  a  spy  at  midnight,  who  bi-ought  back  the  following 
intelligenec.  Twenty  thousand  men  had  embarked  to  make  an 
attack  on  Long  Island,  and  up  the  Hudson.  Fifteen  thousand 
remained  on  Staten  Island,  to  attack  Bergen  Point,  Elizabeth- 
town  Point,  and  Amboy.  The  spy  declared  that  he  had  heard 
orders  read,  and  the  conversation  of  the  generals.  "  They  appear 
very  determined,"  added  he,  "  and  will  put  all  to  the  Pword  ' "' 

Washington  sent  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  New  York  Con- 
vention.    On  the  following   morning  (August  22d)  the  enemy 
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api eared  to  be  cirrymg  thou  plans  into  Lxe  utim  The  r  p  rts 
of  unnon  and  musketij  were  Bearil  fiom  L  ng  Island,  onil  col 
umna  of  smoke  were  li,9crn,d  rising  aloo\e  tho  groves  and 
orchards  a.t  a  dist  me  Tlio  citj  ii  i  sutl  wis  tUrmed  ind  had 
reason  ts  be  so  for  wild  aoon  c^mo  thit  se\eial  th  usand  men 
witli  artiUoiy  ind  light  horse  were  landed  at  Graveaeul  an  i 
that  Colmcl  Hani  stationed  tl  ere  with  the  Permaylvaua  rfl 
regiment  Lad  retrcatel  to  the  lines  bi,ttmg  fiie  to  'ftackf  t 
wheat  and  other  articles  to  keep  them  fiom  fallmj,  into  the 
enemy  s  hindi 

Washmgton  apprehended  an  attempt  of  the  foe  by  a  forced 
ni'wch  to  9urpii&e  the  hnei  at  Brool  Ijn  He  immediately  sent 
over  a  reintorcement  of  ais  battalions.  It  was  all  that  he  could 
spare,  as  with  the  next  tide  the  ships  might  bring  up  the  residue 
of  the  army,  and  attack  tho  city.  I'ive  battalions  more,  however, 
were  ordered  to  be  ready  as  a  reinforcement,  if  required,  "  Be 
cool,  but  determined,"  was  the  exhortation  given  to  tie  departing 
troops.  "  Do  not  fixe  at  a  distance,  but  wait  the  ooinraands  of 
your  officers.  It  is  the  general's  express  orders,  tliat  if  any  man 
attempt  to  skulk,  lio  down,  or  retreat  without  orders,  he  be  in- 
stantly shot  down  for  an  example." 

In  justice  to  the  poor  fellows,  most  of  whom  were  going  for 
the  first  time  on  a  service  of  life  and  death,  Washington  observes, 
that  "  they  went  off  in  high  spirits,"  and  that  tho  wholo  ca- 
pable of  duty  evmced  the  same  cheerfulness.* 

Nine  thousand  of  the  enemy  had  landed,  with  forty  pieces  of 
cannon.  Sir  Henry  CEnton  had  the  chief  command,  and  led 
the   first   division.      His  associate  officers  were  the   Earls  of 
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Comwallis  and  Percy,  General  Grant,  and  General  Sir  William 
Erskine.  As  their  boats  approached  th.e  shore,  Colonel  Hand, 
'itationed  as  has  been  siid  m  the  neiKhborhood  with  his  rifle 
legiment  retieatel  t)  the  ch^m  of  wooded  hills  and  tool,  poat 
nn  a  height  commanding  the  ccntiil  roid  leading  from  Tlatbu  h 
The  enemy  havmg  lindeJ  without  opp  6it  on  L  rd  Comwalli& 
wi  detaohed  w  th  th  re  erve  ti  TlathtEsh  while  tht  rebt  ot  the 
army  extended  itself  tr  m  the  ferry  at  the  Warrowd  thiou^h 
Utrecht  and  (,  raieiend  to  the  village  "f  Flatlind 

L  rd  Coinwa,Ui  with  two  hittabons  of  light  infantrj  Col 
(nel  Dtnfp^  corps  ot  HL^ianii  and  m\  field  pieces  adnnoed 
lapdlyto  eizo  ujon  the  central  paba  tiiiough  the  hilU  He 
foiul  Hind  and  hii  iifl  men  readj  ti  mike  a  Mgoroua  defend 
ThiB  >i ought  h  m  to  a  halt  hnmg  been  oideiel  not  to  risk  an 
att»ick  should  tl  c  pa  ■i  be  oicnpicd  He  took  post  for  the  n  ^ht 
therefore,  in  the  village  of  Flatbush, 

It  was  evidently  the  aim  of  the  eneioy  to  force  the  lines  at 
Brooklyn,  and  get  possession  of  the  heights,  Should  they  suc- 
ceed, New  York  would  be  at  their  mercy.  The  panic  and  dis- 
tress of  the  inhabitants  went  on  increasing.  Most  of  those  who 
could  afford  it,  had  already  removed  to  the  country.  There  was 
now  a  new  cause  of  terror.  It  was  rumored  that,  should  the 
American  army  retreat  from  the  city,  leave  would  be  given  for 
any  one  to  set  it  on  fiie.  The  New  York  Convention  apprised 
Washington  of  this  rumor.  "  I  cau  assure  you,  gentlemen," 
writes  he  in  reply,  "  that  this  report  is  not  founded  on  the  least 
authority  from  me.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  so  sensible  of  the 
value  of  such  a  city,  and  the  consequences  of  its  destruction  to 
many  worthy  citiaens  and  their  families,  that  nothing  but  tho 
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last  neceasity,  and  that  sueli  as  Ti'ould  justify  me  to  tte  wliolo 
world,  would  induce  me  to  give  orders  to  that  purpose." 

■  lu  this  timo  of  general  alarm,  head-quarters  were  besieged 
by  applicants  for  safeguard  from  tlie  impending  danger;  and 
Washington  was  even  heaet  ia  his  walks  by  supplicating  women 
with  their  children.  The  patriot's  heart  throbbed  feelingly  under 
the  soldier's  belt.  Nothing  could  surpass  the  patience  aed  benig- 
nant sympathy  with  which  he  listened  to  them,  and  endeavored 
to  allay  their  fears.  Again  he  urged  the  Convention  to  carry  out 
tlieir  measures  for  the  removal  of  these  defenceless  beings. 
"  There  are  many,"  writes  he,  "  who  anxiously  wish  to  remove, 
but  have  not  the  means." 

On  the  24th  he  crossed  over  to  Brooklyn,  to  inspect  tte  lines 
and  reconnoitre  tlio  neighborhood.  In  this  visit  he  felt  sensibly 
the  want  of  General  Greene's  presence,  to  explain  bis  plans  and 
point  out  tlio  localities. 

The  American  advanced  posts  were  in  the  wooded  hills. 
Colonel  Hann,  with  his  riflemen,  kept  watch  over  the  central 
road,  and  a  strong  redoubt  had  been  thrown  up  in  front  of  the 
pass,  to  check  any  advance  of  tlie  enemy  from  Elatbush.  An- 
other road  leading  from  Elatbush  to  Bedford,  by  which  the 
enemy  might  get  round  to  the  left  of  the  works  at  Brooklyn,  was 
guarded  by  two  regiments,  one  under  Colonel  Williams,  posted 
on  the  north  side  of  the  ridge,  the  other  by  a  Peunsylvauian  rifle 
regiment,  under  Colonel  Miles,  posted  on  the  Bonth  side.  The 
enemy  were  stretched  aloBg  the  country  beyond  the  chain  of 
hills. 

As  yet-,  nothing  had  taken  place  but  skirmishing  and  irre- 
gular firing  between  the  outposts.  It  was  with  deep  concern 
Washiogtou  noticed  a  prevalent  disorder  and  confusion  in  the 
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camp.  There  was  a  want  of  system  among  tie  officers,  and  co- 
operation among  the  troops,  each  corps  seeming  to  act  independ- 
eutly  of  the  rest  Tew  of  the  men  h.%d  any  military  esj  eriencL 
except  perclia,ni,e  in  hoab.  Sghtmg  with  tlio  Indian  Unaccuf, 
tomed  to  discipline  and  the  restiimt  of  camps  they  sallied  foith 
ivhoacver  they  plea'fcd  singly  or  m  squads  piowhng  -ilbout  and 
hi  ng  upon  the  enpiny  I  Ife  hunters  aftei  E^ami- 

M  loh  of  th  ?  wi  n  loul  t  owmj,  t  tlie  j  mtiacted  iIIl  ot 
G-eu  r  I  Gieenc 

Oa  retuimn^  to  the  c  t^  theiet  le  T\  ashm^ton  gv/e  tht 
mmanl  on  Long  Island  ti  CTeiaral  P  tnaiu  wainng  him 
1  wevci  m  b  s  letter  ol  instructions  to  summon  the  ofiie  ra  t 
gcth  1  anl  oniom  them  to  put  a  stop  t  the  megulii  t  es  which 
he  had  obseived  among  the  ti  ops  Lines  of  defend,  weie  to  be 
ioimed  round  the  eneamiment  and  works  on  the  most  ad\<knti 
t,eous  giound  Guards  weie  to  be  stationed  on  the  Imes  with  a 
!  igadiei  of  the  day  constantly  at  band  to  see  thtt  orders  weie 
execute  1  Field  offiieis  weie  to  go  the  lounds  and  report  tho 
■situation  of  the  guoi  la  anl  no  one  wis  to  pass  beyond  the  Imes 
without  a  sjccial  jeimit  in  wiiti  ^  At  the  same  time  part  san 
iad  scouting  [iites  under  proper  offiieis  and  with  refJi 
111,  nse  m  ^ht  sally  foith  t  hai«kss  the  enemj  and  prevent  then 
(.jirying  ofi  the  h  rses  and  cattle  of  the  conntiy  people 

Espeonl  ittent  on  was  cillel  to  the  wooded  hills  bttwei-ii  the 
w  rLa  and  the  enemy s  camp  Jhe  passes  thi  ugh  them  weie 
t  be  sc  ured  \jalattt,  and  dcfenled  ly  the  best  tioc].B  nhj 
boul  1  it  all  hazards  prevent  the  appiojcb  of  tho  one  uy  The 
m  htu,  being  the  lea  t  titorel  and  cxj  ru-nced  might  iiau  tlio 
interior  works. 

Putnam  crossed  with  alacrity  to  his  post.     "  He  was  made 
VOL.  II.— 13* 
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happy,"  writes  Colonel  Eeed,  "  by  obtaining  leave  to  go  over. 
The  brave  old  man  was  quite  miserable  at  being  kept  here." 

In  the  moan  time,  the  enemy  were  augmenting  their  forces  on 
the  island.  Two  brigades  of  Hessians,  under  Lieutenaat-geaeral 
De  Hciater,  were  transferred  from  the  camp  on  Staten  Island  on 
the  25th.  This  movement  did  not  escape  the  vigilant  eye  of 
WaBhingtoB.  By  the  aid  of  his  telescope,  he  had  noticed  that 
from  time  to  time  tents  were  struck  on  Staten  Island,  and  por- 
tions of  the  encampment  broken  np;  while  ship  after  ship 
weighed  anchor,  and  dropped  down  to  the  Narrows. 

He  now  concluded  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  make  a  piish 
with  their  main  force  for  the  poseession  of  Brooklyn  Heights. 
■He  accordingly  sent  over  additional  reinforcements,  and  among 
them  Colonel  John  Haslet's  well  equipped  and  well  disciplined 
Delaware  regiment ;  which  was  joined  to  Lord  Stirling's  brigade, 
chiefly  composed  ff  Sonthern  tioops  "inl  statimed  outside  of  the 
lines  These  weie  tr  ps  which  Wa'ihmLton  le^jardtd  w  th 
pet-ubar  satisfaet  on  on  a  eiunt  ot  then  soldierl  ke  s.];peariii:,c 
■ml  discipline 

On  the  2bth  hi,  cro  sed  o\  i  t  B  oklyn  actomimel  by 
Heed  the  adjutant-general  Theie  wafc  mnch  mo^  em  nt  tm  ng 
the  enemy  s  troops,  ind  their  number  was  evidently  augmented 
In  fact  Gcneul  Du  Heiatei  had  leached.  Flttbush  with  his  Hes 
siani  and  f  ikcn  wmmaad  of  the  ci,ntre  whe  mpon  Sir  Henry 
Cbnton  with  the  n^ht  wmj,  diew  ofi  to  Flatlanls  m  a  diagonal 
line  to  the  light  of  De  Hei  te  whiL  the  left  w  ng  commac  led 
by  (j-tner  1  Urii^t  ext  ndel  to  the  jlacc  ot  lanlmg  n  Gi  co 
end  B  i^ 

Washington  remained  all  day,  aiding  General  Putnam  with 
his  counsels,  who,  new  to  the  command,  had  not  been  able  to 
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mate  himself  well  acquainted  with  the  fortified  posts  hcjond  the 
lines.  Ill  the  evening,  Washington  returned  to  the  city,  full  of 
ansioiis  thougtt.  A  general  attack  was  evidently  at  hand. 
Where  would  it  he  made?  How  would  his  inexperienced  troopa 
stand  the  encounter?  "VVliat  would  be  the  defence  of  the  city  if 
assailed  by  the  ships?  It  was  a  night  of  intense  eolicitude,  and 
well  might  it  ho;  for  during  that  night  a  plan  was  carried  into 
effect,  fraught  with  disaster  to  the  Americans. 

The  plan  to  whicli  we  allude  was  concerted  by  General  Howe, 
the  commander-in-chief.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  tho  vanguard, 
composed  of  the  choicest  troops,  was,  by  a  eircuitous  marnh  in 
the  night,  to  throw  himself  into  the  road  leading  from  Jamaica 
to  Bedford,  seize  upon  a  pass  through  the  Bedford  Hills,  within 
three  miles  of  that  village,  and  thus  turn  the  left  of  the  Ameri- 
can advanced  posts.  It  waa  preparatory  to  this  nocturnal  march, 
that  Sir  Henry  during  the  day  had  fallen  back  with  his  troops 
from  Flatbnsb  to  Flatlands,  and  caused  that  stir  and  movement 
which  had  attracted  the  notice  of  Washington, 

To  divert  the  attention  of  the  Americans  from  this  stealthy 
march  on  their  left,  General  Grant  waa  to  menace  their  right 
flank  toward  Grivciend  bi-toro  dajbieak,  and  General  Do  Heistcr 
to  cannonade  then  centre  whtie  Colonel  Hand  was  stationed. 
Neither,  howevei  was  to  press  an  attack  until  the  guns  of  Sir 
Henrj  Clmt  n  should  give  notice  that  lie  had  effected  hia  pur- 
pose, and  turned  the  left  flank  of  the  Americans ;  then  the  latter 
v/Gte  to  be  as=aded  at  ill  pomta  with  the  utmost  vigor. 

Abo  it  mne  o  cloel..  m  th^  evcnmg,  of  the  26th,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  begin  his  march  fiom  E'litlands  with  the  vanguard,  com- 
posed of  Ight  infantiy  L  rl  Percy  followed  with  the  grena- 
diers, artillery   and  light  diagooBS  forming  the  centre.     Lord 
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Cornwallis  brought  up  tiic  I'car-guard  ■witli  tLe  heavy  ordnance. 
General  Howe  ajjoompanied  this  diviaiou. 

It  was  a  silent  march,  without  heat  of  drum  or  BOund  of 
trumpet,  nnder  guidance  of  a  Long  Island  torj,  along  hy-roads 
traversing  a  swamp  by  a  narrow  causeway,  and  bo  across  the  coun- 
try to  the  Jamaica  road.  About  two  hours  before  daybreak, 
they  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  the  pass  through  the  Bedford 
Hills,  and  halted  to  prepare  for  an  attack.  At  this  juncture 
they  captured  an  American  patrol,  and  leamt,  to  their  surprise, 
that  the  Bedford  pass  was  unoccupied.  In  feet,  the  whole  road 
beyond  Bedford,  leading  to  Jamaica,  had  been  left  unguarded,  es- 
oeptiug  by  some  light  volunteer  troops.  Colonels  Williams  aud 
Miles,  who  were  stationed  to  the  left  of  Colonoi  Hand,  among 
the  wooded  hills,  had  been  instructed  to  send  out  parties  occa- 
sionally to  patrol  the  road,  but  no  troops  had  been  stationed  at 
the  Bedford  pass.  The  road  and  pass  may  not  have  been  in- 
cluded in  General  Greene's  plan  of  defence,  or  may  have  been 
thought  too  far  out  of  the  way  to  need  special  precaution.  The 
neglect  of  them,  however,  proved  fatal. 

Sir  Henij  Clinton  immediately  detached  a  battalion  of  light 
infantry  to  secure  the  pass;  and,  advancing  witii  his  corps  at  the 
first  break  of  day,  possessed  himself  of  the  heights.  He  was 
now  within  three  miles  of  Bedford,  and  his  march  had  been  un- 
discovered. Having  passed  the  heights,  therefore,  he  halted  his 
division  for  the  soldiers  to  take  some  refreshment,  preparatory  to 
the  morning's  hostilities. 

There  wc  will  leave  them,  whilo  we  note  how  the  other  Oivl- 
aions  performed  their  part  of  the  plan. 

About  midnight  General  Grant  moved  from  Gravesend  Bay, 
with  the  left  wing,  composed  of  two  brigades  and  a  regiment  of 
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regulars,  a  batt-aliou  of  New  York  loyalists,  and  ten  fiold-pieccs. 
He  proceeded  along  the  road  leading  past  the  Narrows  and  Gow- 
aniis  Cove,  toward  the  right  of  the  American  ■worts.  A  picket 
guard  of  Pennsylvanian  and  New  York  militia,  under  Colonel 
Atlee,  retii'ed  before  him  fighting  to  a  position  on  the  skirts  of 
the  wooded  hills. 

In  the  mean  time,  scouts  had  brought  in  word  to  the  Ameri- 
can lines  that  the  enemy  were  approaching  in  force  upon  the 
right.  G-eneral  Putnam  instantly  ordered  Lord  Stirling  to 
hasten  with  the  two  regiments  nearest  at  hand,  and  hold  them  in 
check.  These  were  Haslet's  Delaware,  and  Smallwood'a  Mary- 
land regiments ;  the  latter  the  macaronis,  in  scarlet  and  buff, 
who  had  outshone.  In  camp,  their  yoeraan  fellow-soldiers  in  home- 
spun. They  turned  out  with  great  alacrity,  and  Stirling  pnahed 
forward  with  them  oo  the  road  toward  tlie  Narrows.  By  the 
time  be  bad  passed  Gowanus  Cove,  daylight  began  to  appear. 
Here,  on  a  rising  ground,  he  met  Colonel  Atlee  with  his  Penn- 
sylvania Provincials,  and  learned  that  the  enemy  were  near. 
Indeed,  their  front  began  to  appear  in  the  uncertain  twilight. 
Stirling  ordered  Atlee  to  place  himself  in  ambush  in  an  orchard 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  await  their  coming  up,  while  he 
formed  the  Delaware  and  Maryland  regiments  along  a  ridge 
from  the  road,  up  to  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  top  of  the  hill. 

Atleo  gave  the  enemy  two  or  three  volleys  aa  they  ap- 
proached, and  then  retreated  and  formed  in  the  wood  on  Lord 
Stirling's  left.  By  this  time  his  lordship  was  reinforced  by 
Kiebline's  riflemen,  part  of  whom  he  placed  along  a  hedge  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  and  part  in  front  of  the  wood,  General  Grant 
threw  his  light  troops  in  the  advance,  and  posted  them  in  an  or- 
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i^havd  and  behind  hedges,  estendiDg  in  front  of  the  AmcricaDs, 
and  about  one  liuiidred  and  fifty  yards  distant. 

It  was  now  broad  daylight.  A  rattling  fire  comnicnced 
between  the  British  light  troops  and  the  American  riflemen, 
which  continued  for  about  two  hours,  when  the  former  retired  to 
;heir  main  body.  In  the  mean  time,  Stirling's  position  had  been 
htrengtheced  by  the  arrival  of  Captain  Cai-penter  with  two  field- 
pieces.  These  were  placed  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  so  as  to  com- 
mand the  road  and  the  approach  for  some  hundred  yards.  Gcn- 
(!ral  Grant,  liiewise,  brought  up  his  artillery  within  three  Imn- 
Ured  yards,  and  formed  his  brigades  on  opposite  hills,  about  six 
himdred  yards  distant.  There  was  occasional  cannonading  on 
both  sides,  but  neither  party  sought  a  general  action. 

Lord  Stirling's  object  was  merely  to  hold  tiie  enemy  in  check; 
and  the  instructions  of  General  Grant,  as  we  have  shown,  were 
uot  to  press  an  attack  until  aware  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  on 
the  left  flami  of  the  Americans. 

During  this  time,  De  Heister  had  commenced  his  part  of  the 
plan  by  opening  a  cannonade  from  his  camp  at  Flatbush,  upon  tho 
i-edoubtj  at  the  pass  of  the  wooded  hills,  where  Hand  and  his 
riflemen  were  stationed.  On  hearing  this.  General  SwUiYan,  who 
was  within  the  iin^,  rode  forth  to  Colonel  Hand's  post  to  recon- 
noitre. De  Heister,  howcTCr,  according  to  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions, did  not  advance  from  Flatbush,  but  kept  up  a  brisk  fire 
from  his  artillery  on  the  redoubt  in  front  of  the  pass,  which  re- 
plied as  briskly.  At  the  same  time,  a  cannonade  from  a  British 
ship  upon  the  battery  at  Red  Hook,  contributed  to  distract  the 
attention  of  tho  Americana. 

In  the  mean  time  terror  reigned  in  New  York.  The  volley- 
ing of  musketry  and  the  booming  of  cannon  at  early  dawn,  had 
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tol  I    f  ths  lij,lit  up;  tLa,t  lia  J    om    en    d       \.    th.     no  n  d^     J 

an  e  1  and  j  latnon  fi  ng  nd  th  cis  onil  His  ha  g*"  ot  fl  Id 
[  eco  wer  he  1  n  1  fie  ent  lireet  ona  tho  te  or  norea  ed 
'^  askinj_,ton  was  1 11  m  doul  t  vhetl  er  th  s  w  s  )  ut  a  pt  t  of 
g  neril  attack    n  wh   h  tho  c  ty  wis  to  be  ii  lade  1      F  ¥e  sh  j 

t  th    1  ne  w    e  endeivo   o^  to  beat     [    tho  bay     "U  ere  tliej  to 
nnon^e  (ho  c  ty  o    to  lanl  troops  abo  e    t       lortuaattlj    a 

tr  ng  h  jil  w  nl  biffl  1  th  eftort  but  one  vessel  of  infer  r 
for  0  got  p  fa  enoueh  to  open  the  fire  Irea  Ij  meut  one  I  ipon 
the  fort  at  E   1  HooL 

S  emg  no  1  kelihood  of  an  mine  1  ate  attack  upon  the  o  ty 
Wiahmgt  n  La  tened  ov  r  to  B  ooklyn  n  h  s  harge  and  gailope  1 

p  to  the  work  He  ai  ved  there  m  t  ae  to  w  tne  s  the  ci 
tastro]  he  f  r  yh  eh  all  the  mOYements  of  the  enemy  had  beea 
concerte  1 

The  thundering  of  artillery  in  the  direction  of  Bedford,  had 
given  notice  that  Sir  Henry  had  turned  the  left  of  the  Americans. 
De  Heister  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Count  Honop  to  adpance 
with  Ma  Hessian  regiment,  and  storm  the  redoubt,  while  he  fol- 
lowed with  his  whole  division.  Sullivan  did  not  remain  to  defend 
the  redoubt.  Sir  Henry's  cannon  had  apprised  him  of  the  fatal 
truth,  that  his  flank  was  turned,  and  he  in  danger  of  being  sur- 
rounded. He  ordered  a  retreat  to  the  lines,  but  it  wi^  already 
too  late.  Scarce  had  he  descended  from  the  height,  and  emerged 
into  the  plain,  when  he  was  met  by  the  British  light  infantry,  and 
dragoons,  and  driven  back  into  the  woods.  By  this  time  De 
Heister  and  his  Hessians  had  come  up,  and  now  commenced  a 
scene  of  confusion,  consternation,  and  slaughter,  in  which  tho 
troops  under  Williams  and  Miles  were  involved.    Hemmed  in  and 

tatrapped  between  the  British  and    Hessians,  and  driven  from 
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one  to  tlie  other,  the  Ameri  ^n^  touftl  t  fur  ^  tiiud  h  av  U  or 
rather  desperately.  Some  weie  cut  dowa  and  tiaiupled  by  tho 
cavaliy,  others  bayoneted  witho  it  mtrcy  1  y  the  He°b  ic  Some 
rallied  in  groups,  and  made  a  br  ef  stand  with  their  iifl  ^  fioni 
roclis  or  behind  trees.  The  whole  jiai'i  was  a  scene  of  carmge 
resounding  with  the  clash  of  arms  the  tramp  of  horaes  the  lol 
leying  of  flre-arms  and  the  cries  of  the  comhit  nt«  with  now  and 
then  the  dreary  braying  of  the  trumpet.  We  give  tho  words  of 
one  who  mingled  in  the  fight,  and  whom  wo  have  heard  speak 
with  horror  of  the  sanguinary  fury  with  which  the  Hessians  plied 
the  bayonet.  At  length  some  of  the  Americans,  by  a  desperate 
effort,  cnt  their  way  through  the  host  of  foes,  and  effected  a  retreat 
to  the  iincs,  fighting  as  they  went.  Others  toot  refuge  among 
the  woods  and  fastnesses  of  the  hills,  hut  a  great  part  were  either 
tilled  or  taken  prisoners.  Among  the  latter  was  General 
Sullivan. 

Washington,  as  wo  have  observed,  arrived  in  time  to  witness 
this  catastrophe,  but  was  unable  to  prevent  it.  He  had  heard 
the  din  of  the  battle  in  the  woods,  and  soon  the  smoke  rising  from 
among  the  trees  j  but  a  deep  column  of  the  enemy  was  descending 
from  the  hills  on  the  left;  his  choicest  troops  were  all  in  action, 
and  he  had  none  but  militia  to  man  the  woris.  His  solicitude 
was  now  awakened  for  the  safety  of  Lord  Stirling  and  his  corps, 
who  had  been  all  tie  morning  exchanging  cannonades  with  Gen- 
eral Grant.  The  forbearance  of  the  latter  in  not  advancing, 
though  so  superior  in  force,  had  been  misinterpreted  by  tho 
Americans,  According  to  Colonel  Haslet's  statement,  the  Del- 
awares  and  Marjlanders,  drawn  up  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  "  stood 
upwards  of  four  hours,  with  a  firm  and  determined  countenance, 
in  close  array,  their  colors  flying,  the  enemy's  artillery  playing 
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oa  them  all  the  while,  not  daring  to  advance  and  attach  them, 
tliough  six  times  their  number,  and  nearly  BUtroundiDg  them."  * 
Washington  saw  the  danger  to  whicli  these  brave  fellows  were 
exposed,  though  they  could  Bot.  Stationed  on  a  hill  ■within  the 
linos,  he  commanded,  with  his  telescope,  a  view  of  the  whole 
field,  and  saw  the  enemy's  reserve,  under  Oomwallis,  murching 
down  by  a  cross-road  to  get  in  their  rear,  and  thus  place  them 
between  two  fires.     With  breathless  anxiety  he  watched  the  re- 

Tho  sound  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  cajinoa  apprised  Stirling 
that  the  enemy  was  between  him  and  the  lines.  General  Grant, 
too,  aware  that  the  time  bad  como  for  earnest  action,  was  closing 
up,  and  had  already  tafcen  Colonel  Atlee  prisoner.  His  lordship 
now  thought  to  effect  a  circuitous  retreat  to  the  lines,  by  crossing 
the  creek  which  empties  into  Gowanus  Cove,  near  what  was  called 
tJie  Yellow  Mills.  There  was  a  bridge  and  mill-dam,  and  the 
ereek  might  be  forded  at  low  water,  but  no  time  was  to  bo  lost, 
for  the  tide  was  rising. 

Leaving  part  of  bis  men  to  keep  face  toward  General  Grant, 
Stii-liug  advaaced  with  the  rest  to  pass  the  creek,  but  was  sud- 
denly checked  by  tJie  appearance  of  Cornwallls  and  his  greuji- 
diei:s. 

Washington,  and  somo  of  his  officers  on  the  hill,  who  watched 
every  movement,  had  supposed  that  Stirling  and  his  troops,  find- 
ing the  case  desperate,  would  surrender  in  a  body,  without  firing. 
On  the  contrary,  his  lordship  boldly  attacked  Cornwallis  with 
kalf  of  Smallwood'3  battalion,  while  the  rest  of  bis  troops  re- 
treated across  the  creek.     Washington  wrung  his  hands  in  agony 

•  AtlcG  to  Col.  Kodiiej.     Sparks,  iv.  51l>. 
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at  the  sight.     "  Good  God !  "  cried  he,  "  what  brave  fellows  I 
must  this  day  lose !  "  * 

It  was,  indeed,  a  desperate  fight;  and  now  Smallwood's  mac- 
aronis showed  their  game  spirit.  Tliey  were  repeatedly  broken, 
but  as  often  rallied,  and  renewed  the  fight,  "  We  were  on  the 
point  of  driving  Lord  Comwallia  from  hia  station,"  writes  Lord 
Stirling,  "  hut  large  reinforcements  arriving,  rendered  it  impos- 
sible to  do  more  than  provide  for  safety." 

"  ]Jeing  thus  surrounded,  and  no  probability  of  a  reinforce- 
ment," writes  a  Maryland  ofCcr  "his  lordship  ordered  mo  to  re 
treat  with  the  rcma  mng  f  a  t  of  o  n  en  an  1  orce  our  w  t 
oar  camp.  We  soon  111  nwth  l^tj  f  the  nemy  who 
clubbed  tlicir  firelocL.  anl  ■maTcd  th  I  ats  to  a  f  they 
meant  to  surrender  a  \  son  r  b  t  on  r  1  an  g  withm 
sixty  yards,  they  piesentel  the  r  \  ecea  and  h  ed  wh  ch  we  le 
turned  with  so  much  va  mtli  fh  t  thej  soon  ij  ttel  their  post 
snd  retired  to  a  large  body  that  was  ly  ug  m  -iml    a  a  le     f 

The  enemy  rail  el  nd  retumel  to  the  c  nb  t  w  th  id  I 
tional  force.  Only  fi  e  compan  es  ot  Smill  voo  I  s  bittal  n  wc  e 
now  in  action.  The  e  s  1  i  m  ind  cl  e  eng  s^ment  fo 
nearly  ten  minntes.  The  t  uggie  became  le  pir  te  n  th  p  t 
of  the  Americans.  Br  ken  and  1  o  de  ed  th  y  r  11  ed  n  i 
pieoe  of  woods,  anl  nule  i  seconl  attack  Th  y  were  a^  n 
overpowered  with  number  So  ne  w  e  b  onn  1  d  an  1  bijon 
eted  in  a  field  of  Ind  j  \  corn  others  jo  ned  their  comrades  who 
were  retreating  across  the  marsh.  Lord  Stirling  had  encouvaged 
and  animated  tis  young  soldiers  by  his  voice  and  example,  but 


\  Letter  from  n  Mavylaiider. 
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viheu  all  was  lost,  he  sought  out  Gcaerat  De  Heister,  and.  eui-i-eu- 
dorcd  himself  aa  his  prisoner. 

More  than  two  hundied  ind  fifty  hiave  fellows  mc^t  c£  thim 
of  Smallwood  8  regiment  perished  m  thi?  deadlj  struggle,  wittm 
sight  of  the  Imei  of  Broolilyn.  That  pait  of  tlio  Utlawaie  tinop'< 
who  had  first  crossed  the  oieeL,  and  «wimp  mide  good  their  re 
treat  to  the  lines  witli  i  tiifling  Icsh,  and  i,nteied  thi>  camp  cov 
ured  with  mud  ind  drenthed  with  wtter,  but  hnnging  with  them 
twenty-three  prisoners  and  their  standard  tattered  hy  giape 
shot. 

The  enemj  irw  concentrated  their  foiees  within  a  few  hun 
dred  yards  ot  the  redoubt'*  The  grenadieis  were  withm  musket 
nhot.  Washington  expected  they  would  storm  the  works,  and  pre- 
pared for  a  desperate  defence.  The  discharge  of  a  cannon  and 
volleys  of  musketry  from  the  part  of  the  lines  nearest  to  them, 
seemed  to  bring  tbem  to  a  pause. 

It  was,  in  truti,  the  forbearance  of  the  British  commander 
that  prevented  a  bloody  eonflict.  His  troops,  heated  with  action 
and  flushed  with  success,  were  eager  to  storm  the  works;  but  he 
was  unwilling  to  risk  the  loss  of  life  that  must  attend  an  assault, 
when  the  object  might  be  attained  at  a  oheaper  rate,  by  regular 
approaches.  Checking  the  ardor  of  his  men,  therefore,  thoogh 
with  some  diflieulty,  he  drew  them  off  to  a  hollow  way,  in  front 
of  the  lines,  but  out  of  reach  of  the  musketry,  and  encamped 
there  for  the  night.  " 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  disastrous  battle  lias  been 
Tariously  stated,  but  is  thought  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners, 
to  have  been  nearly  two  thousand;  a  Jai'ge  number,  considering 

*■  Geuerd  Howe  to  Lord  G.  Gormainc.     licmombranccr,  iil  3i7. 
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tliat  not  above  five  thouaami  were  engaged.  The  enemy  acknow- 
Icdgd  a  loss  of  380  killed  and  -wounded,* 

Tlie  Buceeea  of  tlie  enemy  was  attributed,  in  some  measure,  to 
the  doubt  in  which  W^ingtou  was  kept  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
intended  attaei,  and  at  what  point  it  would  chiefiy  be  made. 
This  obliged  him  to  teep  a  great  part  of  bis  forces  in  New  York, 
and  to  distribute  those  at  Brooklyn  over  a  wide  extent  of  coun- 
try, and  at  widely  distant  places.  In  fact,  he  knew  not  the  su- 
perior number  of  the  enemy  encamped  on  Long  Island,  a  major- 
ity of  them  having  been  furtively  landed  in  tbo  night,  somo  days 
after  fhe  debarkation  of  the  first  division. 

Much  of  the  day's  disaster  has  been  attributed,  also,  to  a  con- 
fusion in  the  commajid,  caused  by  the  illness  of  General  Greene. 
Putnam,  who  liad  supplied  his  pla«e  in  the  emergency  after  the 
enemy  had  landed,  had  not  time  to  make  himself  acquainted  with 
the  post,  and  the  surrounding  country.  Sullivan,  though  in  his 
letters  he  professes  to  have  considered  himself  aubordinato  to 
General  Putnam  within  the  lines,  seems  still  to  have  exercised 
somewhat  of  an  independent  command,  and  to  have  acted  at  his 
own  discretion :  while  Lord  Stirling  was  said  to  have  command 
of  all  the  troops  outside  of  the  works. 

The  fatal  error,  however,  and  one  probably  arising  from  al! 
these  causes,  consisted  in  leaving  the  passes  through  the  wooded 
hills  too  weakly  fortified  and  guarded ;  and  especially  in  neglect- 
ing the  eastern  road,  by  which  Sir  Henry  Clinton  got  in  the  rear 
of  the  advanced  troops,  cut  them  off  from  the  linos,  and  sub- 
jected them  to  a  cross  fire  of  his  own  men  and  De  Heister's  Hes- 

^  HowB  Btaics  iiiQ  prisouors  !it  IOfl+,  ran^  computes  tiis  whole  Amuridnii 
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This  tihle  aud  fatal  scheme  of  tke  enemy  miglit  liiive  been 
thwarted,  had  the  army  been  provided  with  a  few  troops  of  light- 
iiorse,  to  serve  as  yidettes.  With  these  to  scour  the  roads  and 
hi-ing  intelligence,  the  night  march  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  so  de- 
cisive of  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  could  Iiardly  have  failed  to  he 
discovered  and  reported.  The  Connecticut  horsemen,  therefore, 
ridiculed  by  the  Southerner  for  their  homely  eciuipmenta,  sneei-ed 
at  a^  uaeless,  and  dismissed  for  standing  ou  their  dignity  and  privi- 
leges as  troopers,  might,  if  retained,  have  saved  the  army  from 
being  surprised  and  severed,  its  advanced  guards  routed,  and 
those  very  Southern  troops  cut  up,  captured,  and  almost  annihi- 
bsted. 
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The  night  after  the  tattle  was  a  wearjj  yet  almost  sleepless  one 
to  the  Americans!.  Fatigued,  dispirited,  many  of  them  sick  and 
womided,  yet  they  wore,  for  the  most  part,  without  tent  or  otlier 
stelter.  To  Washington  it  was  a  night  of  anxious  vigil.  Every 
thing  boded  a  close  and  deadly  conflict.  The  enemy  had  pitched 
a  Eumber  of  tents  ahout  a  mile  distant.  Then:  sentries  were  but 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  and  close  to  the  American  sentries.  At 
four  o'cloolc  in  the  morning,  Wahhington  went  the  roand  of  the 
works,  to  see  that  all  was  right,  and  to  speak  words  of  encourage- 
ments The  jjioming  hroke  lowering  and  dreary.  Large  encamp- 
meEta  were  gradually  descried ;  to  appearance,  the  enemy  were 
twenty  thousand  strong.  As  the  day  advanced,  their  ordnance 
began  to  play  upon  the  works.  They  were  proceeding  to  intrencli 
tJiemaelves,  but  were  driven  into  their  teuts  by  a  drenching  rain. 
Early  in  tlic  morning  General  MifBin  arrived  in  camp,  with 
part  of  the  troops  which  had  been  stationed  at  Eort  Washington 
and  King's  Bridge.  He  brought  with  hiia  Shee's  prime  Phila- 
delphia regiment,  and  Magaw's  Pennsylvania  regiment,  both  well 
disciplined  and  officered,  and  accustomed  to  act  together.  They 
were  so  much  reduced  in  number,  however,  by  sickness,  that  thoy 
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did  not  amount  in  tlie  whole,  to  more  than  eight  liundred  meu. 
"With.  Mifflia  came  also  Colonel  G-lovei-'a  Massachusetts  regimeat, 
eomposed  chiefly  of  Marblehead  fishermen  and  sailors,  hardy, 
adroit,  and  weather-proof;  trimly  clad  in  Hue  jackets  and  trow- 
sers.  Tho  detachment  numborecl,  in  tiie  whole,  about  thirteen 
hundred  men,  all  fresh  and  full  of  spirits.  Every  ejc  larightcned 
as  they  marched  briskly  along  the  lino  with  alert  step  and  cheery 
aspect.  They  were  posted  at  tlie  left  extremity  of  the  intrench- 
nients  towards  the  Wallabout. 

There  were  skirmishes  throughout  the  day,  between  tie  rifle- 
men on  the  advanced  posts  and  the  British  "  irregulars,"  which 
at  times  were  quite  severe ;  but  no  decided  attack  was  attempted. 
The  main  body  of  the  enemy  kept  within  their  tents  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  day;  when  they  began  to  break  ground  at 
abont  five  hundred  yards  distance  from  the  works,  as  if  prepar- 
ing to  carry  them  by  regular  approaches. 

On  the  29th,  there  was  a  dense  fog  over  the  island,  that 
wrapped  every  thing  in  mystery.  In  the  course  of  the  morning, 
(jtcneral  MifEin,  with  Adjutant-general  Reed,  and  Colonel  Gray- 
eon  of  Virginia,  one  of  "Washington's  aides-de-camp,  rode  to  the 
^yeatern  outpost's  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bed  Ilook.  Whtlo  they 
were  there,  a  light  breeze  lifted  the  fog  from  a  part  of  the  New 
York  Bay,  and  revealed  the  British  ships  at  their  anchorage  op- 
posite Staten  Hand  Tbeie  appeared  to  be  an  unusual  bustle 
among  them.  Buit^  were  pi'^smg  to  and  from  the  admiral's  ship, 
aa  if  seeking  or  carrying  orders.  Some  movement  w^  appa- 
rently in  agitation.  The  idea  occurred  to  the  reconnoitring 
party  that  the  fleet  was  preparing,  should  the  wind  hold  and  the 
fog  clear  away,  to  come  up  the  bay  at  the  turn  of  the  tide,  silence 
the  feeble  batteries  at  Red  Hook  and  tho  city,  and  anchor  in  the 
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East  Biver.  In  that  caac  tlio  army  on.  Long  Island  would  ho 
completely  surrounded  and  entrapped. 

Alarmed  at  tMs  perilous  probability,  they  spurred  back  to 
head-quarters,  to  urge  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  army. 
As  this  miglit  not  he  acceptable  advice.  Reed,  emboldened  by  his 
intimacy  with  the  commander-in-chief,  undertook  to  give  it. 
Waahingtoa  inistaatly  summoned  a  council  of  war.  The  difEcultj 
was  already  appai'ent,  of  guarding  such  extensive  ■works  witb. 
troops  fatigued  and  dispirited,  and  exposed  to  the  inclemencies 
of  the  weather.  Other  dangers  now  presented  themselves. 
Their  communicatioa  witb  New  York  might  be  cut  off  by  the 
fleet  from  below.  Other  ahij®  had  passed  round  Long  Island, 
and  were  at  Flushing  Bay  on  the  Sound.  These  might  land 
troops  on  the  east  side  of  Harlem  Itivcr,  and  make  themselves 
masters  of  King's  Bridge;  that  key  of  Manhattan  Island. 
Taking  all  these  things  into  consideration,  it  was  resolved  to 
cross  with  the  troops  to  the  city  that  very  night. 

Never  did  retreat  require  greater  secrecy  and  circumspeotion. 
Nine  thousand  men,  with  all  the  munitions  of  war,  were  to  be 
withdrawn  from  before  a  victorious  anny,  encamped  so  near,  that 
every  stroke  of  spade  and  piekaze  from  their  trenches  could  be 
heard.  The  retreating  troops,  moreover,  were  to  be  embarked 
and  conveyed  across  a  strait  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  swept 
by  rapid  tides.  The  least  alarm  of  their  movement  would  bring 
the  enemy  upon  them,  and  produce  a  terrible  sccno  of  confusion 
and  carnage  at  the  place  of  embarkation 

Washington  made  the  preparatory  arrmgemints  with  gnat 
alertness,  yet  profound  secrecy.  Verbal  oidei''  wtre  ■^cnt  to 
Colonel  Hughes,  who  acted  as  quartermiiter  general,  to  impress 
all  water  craft,  large  and  smal!,  from  Spyt  don  Dun  el  on  tin. 
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Hiidso  nit    H  11  Gate  on  tho  Soimd,  aad  havo  tliem  on  t!ie 

ea.9t  ail  f  tt  ty  by  evening.  The  order  was  issued  at  noon, 
and  so  j  mptly  uted,  that,  although  sojue  of  the  vessels  had 
to  he  h  Tiitht  ad  t  n  e  of  fifteen  miles,  they  were  all  at  Brook- 
lyn at  eight  o'clock  In  the  evening,  and  put  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Colonel  Glover'a  amphibious  Marbleheail  regiment. 

To  prepare  the  army  for  a  general  movement  without  betray- 
ing the  object,  orders  were  issued  for  the  troops  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  for  a  night  attack  upon  the  enemy.  The 
orders  caused  surprise,  for  the  poor  fellowB  were  exhausted,  and 
llieir  arms  rendered  nearly  useless  by  the  rain ;  all,  however,  pre- 
pared to  obey ;  but  several  made  mincupativc  wills ;  as  is  cus- 
tomary among  soldiers  on  the  eve  of  sudden  and  deadly  peril. 

According  to  "Washington's  plan  of  retreat,  to  keep  the 
enemy  from  discovering  the  withdrawal  of  the  Americajts  until 
their  main  body  should  have  embarked  in  the  boats  and  pushed 
off  from  the  shore.  General  Mifflin  was  to  remain  at  the  lines  with 
his  Pennsylvania  troops,  and  the  gallant  remains  of  Haslet, 
Smallwood  and  Hand's  regiments,  with  guards  posted  and  sen- 
tinels alert,  as  if  nothing  extraordinary  was  taking  place  ;  when 
the  main  embarkation  was  eifected,  they  were  themselves  to  move 
off  quietly,  march  briskly  to  tho  ferry,  and  embark.  In  case  of 
any  alarm  that  might  disconcert  the  arrangements,  Brooklyn 
church  was  to  be  the  rallying  place,  whither  all  should  repair, 
so  as  unitedly  to  resist  any  attack. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  the  troops  began  to  retire 
from  the  breastworks.  As  one  regiment  quietly  withdrew  from 
their  station  on  guard,  the  troops  on  the  right  and  left  moved  up 
and  filled  the  vacancy.  There  was  a  stifled  murmur  in  the  camp, 
unavoidable  in  a  movement  of  the  kind ;  but  it  gradually  died 
VOL.  II. — 14 
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away  in  tLe  dircctioa  of  the  river,  aa  tlic  main  body  moved  on 
in  silence  and  order.  The  youthful  Hamilton,  whose  military 
merits  had  won  the  fayor  of  General  Greene,  and  who  had  lost 
his  baggage  and  a  field-pieco  in  tho  hattle,  brought  tip  the  rear 
of  the  retreating  party.  Ifl  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  in  the 
midst  of  this  hushed  and  anxious  movement,  a  cannon  went  off 
witli  a  tremendous  roar.  "The  effect,"  says  an  American  who 
was  present,  "  was  at  once  alarming  and  sublime.  If  the  explo- 
sion was  within  our  lines,  the  gan  was  probably  discharged  in  the 
act  of  spiking  it,  and  eonld  have  been  no  less  a  matter  of  specu- 
lation to  the  enemy  than  to  ourselves."  * 

"  What  with  the  greatness  of  the  stake,  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  the  uncertainty  of  the  design,  and  the  extreme  hazard  of 
the  issne,"  adds  tho  same  writer, "  it  would  he  difficult  to  con- 
ceive a  more  deeply  solemn  and  interesting  scene." 

The  meaning  of  this  midnight  gun  was  never  ascertained; 
fortunately,  though  it  startled  the  Americans,  it  failed  to  rouse 
the  British  camp. 

In  the  mean  time  the  embarkation  went  on  with  all  possible 
despatch,  under  the  vigilant  eye  of  Washington,  who  stationed 
himself  at  the  ferry,  superintending  every  movement.  In  his 
anxiety  for  despatch,  he  sent  back  Colonel  Scammcl,  one  of  his 
aides-de-camp,  to  hasten  forward  all  tho  troops  that  were  on  the 
march.  Seammel  blundered  in  executing  his  errand,  and  gave 
the  "order  to  Mifflin  likewise.  The  general  instantly  called  in  hia 
pickets  and  sentinels,  and  set  off  for  the  ferry. 

By  this  time  the  tide  had  turned ;  there  was  a  strong  wind 
from  the  north-east ;  the  boats  with  oars  were  insufficient  to  cos- 

*  Grnydoii's  Memoirs,  edited  by  I,  S.  LitWll,  p.  IfiT. 
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vey  thii  troops  ;  those  with  sails  oould  not  make  headway  agiunat 
wind  and  tide.  There  was  some  confusion  at  the  ferry,  and  in 
tlie  midst  of  it,  G-eneral  Mifflin  came  down  with  the  whole  cover- 
ing party;  adding  to  the  ombarrassment  and  uproar. 

"Good  God  I  General  Mifflin!"  cried  Washington,  "I  am 
afraid  you  have  ruined  us  hy  so  unseasonably  withdrawing  tte 
troops  from  tho  linos." 

"  I  did  so  by  your  order,"  replied  Mifflin  with  some  warmth. 
"  It  cannot  be  I  "  exclaimed  "Washington.  "  By  6-—,  I  did  !  " 
waa  the  blunt  rejoinder.  "  Did  Scammel  act  as  aide-de-camp  for 
the  day,  or  did  he  not  ?  "  "  He  did."  "  Then,"  aaid  Mifflin,  "  I 
hiid  orders  through  him."  '*  It  is  a  dreadful  mistake,"  rejoined 
Washington,  "and  unlesfe  the  troops  can  regain  the  lines  before 
their  absence  is  discovered  by  the  enemy,  the  most  disastrotra 
eonaequenees  are  to  be  apprehended." 

Mifflin  led  baok  his  men  to  the  lines,  which  had  been  com- 
pletely deserted  for  three  rjuartera  of  an  hour.  Fortunately,  the 
dense  fog  had  prevented  the  enemy  from  discovering  that  they 
were  nnoccupied.  The  men  resumed  their  former  posts,  and 
remained  at  them  until  called  off  to  cross  the  ferry.  "  Whoever 
has  seen  troops  in  asimilai  situation,"  writes  General  Heath,  "or 
duly  contemplates  the  human  heart  in  such  trials,  will  know  how 
to  appreciate  the  conduct  of  these  brave  men  on  thia  occasion." 

The  fog  which  prevailed  all  this  time,  seemed  almost  provi- 
dential. While  it  hung  over  Long  Island,  and  concealed  the 
movements  of  the  Americaus,  the  atmoaphere  was  clear  on  the 
New  York  side  of  tho  river.  The  adverse  wind,  too,  died  away, 
the  river  became  so  smooth  that  the  row-boats  could  bo  laden 
almost  to  the  gunwale ;  and  a  favoring  breeze  sprang  up  for  tho 
sail-boats.     The  whole  embarkation  of  troops,  artillery,  aminuui- 
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tioE,  proyisiouB,  eattle,  horses  and  carts,  was  happily  effeotcd,  and 
by  daybreak  the  greater  part  had  safely  reached  the  city,  thaiils 
to  the  aid  of  Glover's  Maiblehead  men.  Scarce  any  thing  was 
abandoned  to  the  enemy,  excepting  a  few  heavy  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. At  a  proper  time,  Mifflin  with  hia  covering  party  left  the 
lines,  and  effected  a  silent  retreat  to  ike  ferry,  Waahington, 
though  repeatedly  entreated,  refuBed  to  cnt«r  a  boat  imtil  all  tho 
troops  were  embarked;  and  crossed  the  river  with  the  last. 

A  Long  Island  tradition  tells  how  the  Eiitiih  camp  became 
aware  of  tlie  march  whith  had  been  &tolen  upon  it.*  Near  the 
ferry,  resided  a  Mrs.  Eapelye,  whose  husband,  suspected  of  favor- 
ing the  enemy,  had  been  removed  to  the  interior  of  New  Jersey. 
On  seeing  the  embarlcation  of  the  first  detachment,  she,  out  of  loy- 
alty or  revenge,  sent  off  a  black  servant  to  inform  the  first  British 
of&cer  he  could  flad,  of  what  was  going  on.  The  negro  succeeded 
in  passing  the  American  sentinels,  but  arrived  at  a  Hossiau  oat- 
post,  where  he  could  not  make  himself  understood,  and  was  put 
under  guard  as  a  suspicious  person.  There  he  was  kept  until 
daybreak,  when  an  officer  visiting  the  post,  examined  him,  and  was 
astounded  by  his  story.  An  alai'm  was  given,  the  troops  were 
called  to  arms ;  Captain  Montresor,  aide-de-camp  of  Genera! 
Howe,  followed  by  a  handful  of  men,  climbed  cautiously  over  the 
crest  of  the  works  and  found  tbem  deserted.  Advanced  parties 
were  hurried  down  to  the  ferry.  The  fog  had  cleared  away,  suffi- 
ciently for  them  to  see  the  rear  boats  of  the  retreating  army  half 
way  across  the  river.  One  boat,  still  within  musket-shot,  waa 
compelled  to  return  ;  it  was  manned  by  threo  vagabonds,  who  had 
lingered  behind  to  plunder. 

"  Hisi;.  Loiii(  Islund,  p.  2aS. 
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TIlis  extraordinary  retreat,  wMch,  in  its  silence  and  celerity, 
equalled,  the  miduiglit  fortifying  of  Bunker's  Hill,  was  one  of  tLo 
1 1  it  signal  chicvements  of  tlie  war,  and  rodoundod  greatly  to  the 
itputition  ]t  Washington,  who,  we  are  told,  for  forty-eight  hours 
j.iccediiig  tlio  safe  extricating  of  his  army  from  their  perilous 
sitnati  n  scarce  closed  his  ey^,  and  was  tiio  greater  part  of  the 
fime  OH  horseback.  Many,  however,  who  considered  the  variety 
of  risks  and  dangers  ■which  surrounded  the  camp,  and  tlic  appa- 
rently fortuitous  circumstances  which  averted  them  all,  wore  •iiti- 
poscd  to  attrihute  the  safe  retreat  of  the  patriot  army  to  a  pecu- 
liar Providence. 
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The  enemy  had  now  possession  of  Long  Island.  British  and 
Hessian  troops  garrisoned  ttic  works  at  Brooklyn,  or  were  dis- 
tributed at  Eushwick,  Newtown,  Hell  Gate  and  Flushing.  Admi- 
ral Howe  came  up  with  tho  main  body  of  the  fleet,  and  anchored 
close  to  Governor'a  Island,  within  cannon  shot  of  the  city. 

"  Oui  situation  is  truly  diatressing,"  writes  Wasliington  to  thi; 
President  of  Congress,  on  the  2d  of  Septemher.  "The  cheet 
our  detachment  sustained  on  the  27th  ultimo,  has  dispirited  too 
gi'eat  a  proportion  of  our  troops,  and  filled  their  minds  with, 
apprehension  and  despair.  The  militia,  instead  of  calling  forth 
their  utmost  efforts  to  a  brave  and  manly  opposition  in  order  to 
i-epair  our  losses,  are  dismayed,  intractable,  and  impatient  to 
voturn.  Great  numbers  of  them  have  gone  off;  in  some  instances 
almost  by  whole  regiments,  by  half  ones,  and  by  companies,  at  a 
time.     »     *     *     *     With  the  dee] 
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coilc^    my  want  of  c  nfid  m  tli     g         bty    f  th    t      p 

*     "     *     Our  miinbe      f  t  i  t  fit  f      I  tj  d 

twenty  tliniisiiid      III  dlG        jIM  t  dtl 

mcu  mtendid  tor  the  fl^  mp  t    th     pi  It     th  usa  d 

in  numljer  anl  to  tiy  w  th  th    m  1  i       t  p      t     bl     to  m  k 
d  Tcisioii  upon  Statin  I  1     il      Tllfltlhd       dbt  y 

nn  nuud  of  defenlmg,  ihjl  hldlh       ytfth 

inoH  wo  lid  do  then  duty  h  t  th     lip        t 

It  ive  should  he    LI      It      J      I      th    t  w       fel  t    1 1 
stmd  a.s  winttj-  c^uart        t       tl  my       11   y  w     11  d 

gieat  (onvomenies  t  jm  t        th  11        1         h  p    p    ty 

IV  uld  be  destrojed  o     tl       th         It  mj     t     t    j      t 

but  will  idmit  of  but  1  ftl    t         fill       t  \.t  i  I 

Hre  =ay  tho  cin,iny  m        tj  tifthy  IfC 

gie  s    tlieiefoie    'should         1        [       th     1    t      t  f    t    th 

le^olution  should  bo       p    t       d  t         th     L       1  I       w  11 

make  a  capital  change      th      i\ 

Colonel  Keed  writ  tt  1  y  f     h         f        j        T 

h^^o  cnly  tmte  toiayl  1       aidwll  tosjlbt 

middling      •     *     *  Jiy  tywll    Ita.t   jthet 

whatever  may  be  our  ftewh  I'^P  ^    h 

of  so  being,  on  this  touj,       fldwh       w       git  th 

We  turn  to  cite  lett         f  th        ry     m    d  t    f    m  B    t  I 
oflicera  on  Long  Island  fUfm  Isim  Ih 

just  heard,"  writes  an  E  glish  fi  II    fli  tli        Lb 

most  dreadful  fray  inthtwnf^       Yk      Tl     NwE 
landers  insisted  on  sett       th    t  w         fir         1      t      t  Th 

'  Force's  Am.  Ai'cbives,  5th  Series,  ii.  ia3. 
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was  opposed  hj  tlie  New  Yorkere,  who  were  joined  by  the  Penn- 
sjlvanianfl,  and  a  battle  has  been  tbe  consecjueuce,  ia  whioK  many 
have  lost  tlicir  lives.  By  the  steps  our  general  is  taking,  1 
imagine  he  will  effeetually  cut  off  tbeir  retreat  at  King's  Bridge, 
by  wMch  the  island  of  New  York  is  joined  to  tbe  continent." 

An  English  officer  of  the  guards,  writing  from  camp  on  the 
same  day,  varies  the  rumor.  The  Pennsylvanians,  according  to 
his  vcreion,  joined  with  the  New  Englanders  in  the  project  to  set 
fire  to  the  town ;  both  had  a  battle  with  the  New  Yorkers  on  the 
subject,  and  then  witbdrow  themselves  from  tlie  city — which, 
"  with  otber  favorable  circumstances,"  gave  tbe  latter  writer  a 
lively  "hope  that  tliis  distressful  business  would  soon  be  brought 
to  a  happy  issue," 

Another  letter  gives  a  different  version.  "In  tiio  night  of 
the  2d  instant,  three  persons  escaped  from  the  city  in  a  canoe 
and  informed  our  general  that  Mr.  Washington  had  ordered  tliree 
battalions  of  New  York  Provincials  to  leave  New  York,  and  that 
they  should  be  replaced  by  an  equal  number  of  Connoctieut  troops; 
but  the  former,  assured  that  the  Conneeticutiana  would  bum 
and  destroy  all  the  houses,  peremptorily  refused  to  give  up  tbeir 
city,  declaring  that  no  cause  of  exigency  whatever  should  induce 
them  to  intrust  the  defence  of  it  to  any  other  than  her  own  inhab- 
itants. This  spirited  and  stubborn  resolution  prevailed  over  tho 
order  of  their  commander,  and  the  New  Yorkers  continue  snugly 
in  possession  of  the  place."  * 

"  Matters  go  on  swimmingly,"  writes  another  ofBcer.  "  I  don't 
doubt  the  next  news  wo  send  you,  is,  that  New  York  is  ours, 
though  in  ashes,  for  the  rebel  troops  have  vowed  to  put  it  in  flamea 
if  the  tory  troops  get  over." 

*  Force's  Am.  Archives,  Bth  Series,  ii.  1S8. 
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An  American  officer  writes  to  an  absent  New  Torkor,  in  a  dif- 
ferent tone.  "  I  fear  we  stall  evacuate  your  poor  citj,  TKo 
very  thonght  gives  me  tte  horrors  I  "  Still  he  indulges  a  vague 
hope  of  soecor  from  General  Lee,  who  was  retnrning,  all  glorious, 
from  his  Buecesaes  at  the  Soiitli.  "  General  Lee,"  writes  he,  "  ia 
hourly  expected,  as  if  from  heaven, — with  a  legion  of  flaming 
swordsmen."  It  was,  however,  what  Lee  himself  would  Lave 
termed  a  mere  hndum  fulm&n. 

These  letters  show  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  opposite  camps, 
at  this  watchful  moment,  when  matters  seemed  hnn-jing  to  a 


On  the  night  of  Monday  (Sept.  2d),  a  forty  gun  ship,  taiiug 
advantage  of  a  favorable  wind  and  tide,  passed  between  Governor's 
Island  and  Long  Island,  swept  unharmed  by  the  baterries  which 
opened  upon  her,  and  anchored  in  Turtle  Bay,  above  the  city.  In 
tlie  morning,  "Washington  despatched  Major  Crane  of  the  artil- 
lery, with  two  twelve-pounders  and  a  howitzer  to  annoy  her  from 
the  New  York  shore.  They  hulled  her  several  times,  and 
obliged  her  to  tako  shelter  behind  Blackwell's  Island.  Several 
other  ships-of-war,  with  traasportei  and  store-sliips,  had  made 
their  appearance  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Sound,  having  gone 
I'ound  Long  Island. 

As  the  city  might  speedily  ho  attacked,  Washington  caused 
all  the  sick  and  wounded  to  be  conveyed  to  Orangetown,  in  the 
Jerseys,  and  such  military  stores  and  baggage  as  were  not  imme- 
diately  needed,  to  be  removed,  as  fast  as  conveyances  could  be  pro- 
cured, to  a  post  partially  fortified  at  Dobbs'  Ferry,  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Hudson,  about  twenty-two  miles  above  the  city. 

Keed,  in  his  letters  to  his  wife,  talks  of  the  dark  and  myste- 
rious motions  of  the  enemy,  and  the  eciually  dark  and  intricate 
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eouncils  of  Oongi-ess,  by  whicli  the  army  were  c 
perplexed.  "  Wo  are  still  here,"  writes  he  on  tho  6th,  "  in  a 
posture  Bornewhat  awkward ;  we  think  (at  least  I  do)  that  we 
cannot  stay,  and  yet  we  do  not  know  how  to  go,  bo  that  we  may 
be  properly  said  to  to  betwoen  hawk  and  buzzard." 

The  "shameful  and  scandalous  desertions,"  as  "Washington 
termed  them,  eontimied.  In  a  few  days  the  Connecticut  militia 
dwindled  down  from  sis  to  less  than  two  thousand.  "  The 
impulse  for  going  homo  was  so  irresistible,"  writes  he,  "  that  it 
answered  no  purpose  to  oppose  it.  Though  I  would  not  dischai-ge 
ttem,  I  have  been  obliged  to  acquiesce." 

Still  his  considerate  mind  was  tolerant  of  their  defection. 
"Men,"  said  he,  "accustomed  to  imbounded  freedom,  cannot 
brook  the  restcaint  which  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  good 
order  and  government  of  an  army."  And  again,  "  Men  just 
dragged  from  the  tender  scenes  of  domestic  life,  unaceustomd  to 
the  dia  of  arms,  totally  unacquainted  with  every  kind  of  mili- 
tary akdll  (which  is  followed  by  a  want  of  confidence  in  them- 
selves, when  opposed  to  troops  regularly  trained,  superior  in 
knowledge,  and  superior  in  arms),  are  timid  and  ready  to  fly  from 
their  own  shadows.  Besides,  the  sudden  change  in  their  manner 
of  livmg,  brings  on  an  unconquerable  desire  to  return  to  their 
homes." 

Greene,  also,  who  coincided  so  much  with  Washingtoii  in 
opinions  and  sentiments,  observes ;  "  People  coming  from  home 
with  all  the  tender  feelings  of  domestic  life,  are  not  sufficiently 
fortified  with  natural  courage  to  stand  the  shocking  scenes  of 
war.  To  mai-ch  over  dead  men,  to  hear  without  concern  the 
groans  of  the  wonnded — I  say  few  men  can  stand  such  scenes 
unless  steeled  by  habit  or  fortified  by  military  pride." 
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Nor  was  tliis  ill-timed  yearning  for  liome  confined  to  tlie 
jcomaDrj  of  Couneoticut,  who  might  well  look  back  to  their 
humble  farms,  where  they  had  left  the  plough  standing  in  Uie 
furrow,  and  where  cyery  thing  might  go  to  ruin,  and  their  family 
to  want,  in  their  absenee.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  volnnteera 
from  heyond  the  Delaware,  who  had  made  themselves  merry  at 
the  expense  of  the  ruetic  eoldieiy  of  New  England,  were  like- 
wise among  the  first  to  feel  the  homeward  impulse.  "  When  I 
look  around,"  said  Eeed,  the  adjutant-general,  "  and  see  how  few 
of  the  numbers  who  talked  so  loudly  of  death  and  honor  are 
around  me,  I  am  lost  in  wonder  and  sui-prise.  Some  of  our 
Philadelphia  gentlemen  who  came  over  on  visits,  upon  the  first 
i-annon,  went  off  in  a  most  violent  hurry.  Your  noisy  sons  of  lib- 
erty, are,  I  find,  the  quietest  on  the  field."  * 

Present  experience  induced  Washington  to  reiterate  the  opin- 
ion he  had  repeatedly  expressed  to  Congress,  that  little  reliance 
was  to  be  placed  on  militia  enlisted  for  short  periods.  The  only 
moans  of  protecting  the  national  liberties  from  great  hazard,  if 
n  it  utter  los>.  waa  he  fc^id  jn  irmy  enlisted  f  jr  the  w  ir 

Tho  thousand  men  oidered  fiom  the  flying  cimp  were  fur 
nished  by  Ui.ncMl  Mercer  Thoy  were  "M^iyland  tioops  under 
(  loneU  (Jiif&th  and  Eich^rdson  ind  were  a  ^ntonable  addition 
t")  his  efiective  forces,  hut  the  ammuniti  n  earned  off  by  the 
li  handm^  militia    vis  a  senous  bs-J  at  this  ciitieal  juncture 

A  wjik  had  hten  crmmtncel  on  tho  Jersey  shoic  opposite 
r  rt  Washmgton,  to  aid  m  piotectmg  Putnima  ihe\aus  le  frise 
whirh  had  been  sunk  between  them  This  woik  hid  received 
the  name  of  Port  Constitution  (a  name  already  borne  by  one  of 

'  Life  of  Eee^,  i.  231. 
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the  foi'ts  in  tlio  Highlands.)  Troops  were  drawn,  from  tho  flying 
canip  to  laake  a  strong  encampment  in  tbo  vicinity  of  tlie  fort, 
with  an  able  officer  to  eommand  it  and  a  skilful  engineer  to 
strengthen  the  works.  It  was  hoped,  by  the  oo-operation  of  these 
oppc^ite  forta  and  the  chevaux-de-frise,  to  command  the  Hudson, 
and  prevent  the  passing  and  repaying  of  hostile  ships. 

The  British,  in  the  mean  time,  forbore  to  press  further  hos- 
tilities. Lord  Howe  was  really  deshxius  of  a  peaceful  adjust- 
ment of  the  sti-ife  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country, 
and  supposed  this  a  propitious  moment  for  a  new  attempt  at  paoifi- 
catioD.  He  aeeordiugly  sent  off  General  Sullivan  on  parole, 
charged  with  aa  overture  to  Oongresa.  In  this  he  declared  him- 
self empowered  and  disposed  to  compromise  the  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and, 
though  he  could  not  treat  with  CongresB  aa  a  legally  organized 
bcdv  he  wa  dc  uou  of  acjnfe  em-e  with  lome  of  ti  member') 
These  f')r  the  t  me  he  stoull  consider  onlj  is  piivate  gentlemen 
but  if  m  the  cmferenee  any  pi  ibable  scheme  of  ice  mmo  Jatioii 
should  be  agreed  upon  the  luthoiity  of  Congiess  would  aftei 
wards  be  acknowIt.di,cd  to  rendei  the  compact  complete  * 

The  jnesE.age  eiuseil  some  embimssmeat  in  Congress  Tj 
accede  to  the  mteriiew  miffht  seem  to  wane  the  (question  ot  m 
dependtinee  to  ile(,lme  it  wis  to  ttut  the  dooi  on  ill  hope  of 
conciliation  and  might  ibenite  the  co-operatua  of  some  worthy 
whigs  who  itill  eluBg  to  that  hope  After  much  dsbate  Con 
gre=a  on  the  5th  September  replied  that  being  the  represent  i 
tives  of  the  fiee  and  independent  Stitcs  of  Amenta  they  coull 
not  eend  any  members  to  confei  with  his  If  rdship  in  their  pnyato 

*  CLvH  War,  vol.  i,  p.  iOO. 
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cli:iraeters,  but  that,  ever  desirous  of  establislimg  peace  on  rear 
sonable  terms,  they  would  send  a  committeo  of  their  body  to  as- 
certain ivtat  authority  he  had  to  treat  witli  persons  authorized  by 
Coagrees,  and  what  propositions  he  had  to  offer. 

A  committee  was  choseu  on  the  6tli  of  September,  composed 
of  John  Adams,  Edward  Rutlcdge,  and  Doctor  Franlilin.  Tho 
latter,  in  the  preceding  year,  during  hia  residence  in  England, 
iiad  become  acquainted  with  Lord  Howe,  at  the  house  of  hia 
lordship's  sister,  the  Honorable  Mrs.  Howe,  and  they  had  held 
frequent  conversations  on  the  subject  of  American  affiiirs,  in  tlie 
courae  of  which,  his  lordship  had  intimated  the  possibility  of  his 
being  sent  commissioner  to  settle  the  differences  in  America. 

Franklin  had  recently  adverted  to  tHs  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
Howe.  "  Your  lordship  may  possibly  remember  the  tears  of  joy 
that  wet  my  cheelr,  when,  at  your  good  sister's  in  London,  yon 
gave  me  expectations  tliat  a  reconciliation  might  soon  take  place. 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  find   those  expectations   disappointed. 

"  The  well-founded  esteem,  and,  permit  me  to  say,  affection, 
which  I  shall  always  hare  for  your  lordship,  maiies  it  painful  for 
me  to  see  you  engaged  in  conducting  a  war,  the  great  ground  of 
which,  as  expressed  in  your  letter,  is  '  the  necessity  of  prevent- 
ing the  American  trade  from  passing  into  foreign  channels.'  * 
•  *  I  know  your  great  motive  In  coming  hitlier,  was  the  hope 
of  being  instrumental  in  a  roeonoiliation ;  and  I  believe  that 
when  you  find  ihat  impossible  on  any  terms  given  to  you  to  pro- 
pose, you  wUl  relinquish  bo  odious  a  command,  and  return  to  a 
more  honorable  private  station." 

"I  can  have  bo  difficulty  to  acknowledge,"  replied  Ijord 
Howe,  "  that  the  powers  I  am  invested  with  were  never  calculated 
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to  negotiate  a  reunion  witli  America,  under  any  other  desei-iption 
than  as  subject  to  the  crown  of  Ureat  Britain.  But  I  do  citeem 
these  powers  competent,  not  only  (o  confer  and  negotiate  with 
any  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the  eoloniea  upna  the  terms,  but 
also  to  effect  a  lasting  peace  and  reunion  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, were  the  tempers  of  the  colonies  such  as  professed  in  the 
last  petition  of  Congress  to  the  long  "  * 

A  hope  of  the  kind  lingered  in  the  breast  of  his  lordship 
when  he  sought  the  proposed  conference.  It  was  to  take  plaoe 
on  the  llth,  at  a  house  on  Staten  Island,  opposite  to  Amhoy; 
at  which  latter  place  the  Toteran  Mercer  was  stationed  with  his 
flying  camp.  At  Amhoy,  the  committee  found  Lord  Howe's 
barge  waiting  to  receive  them ;  with  a  British  officer  of  rank, 
who  WEW  to  remain  within  the  American  lines  during  their  absence, 
as  a  hostage.  This  guarantee  of  safety  was  promptly  declined, 
and  the  parties  crossed  together  to  Statea  Island.  The  admiral 
met  thom  on  their  landing,  and  conducted  them  through  his 
guards  to  his  house. 

On  opening  the  conference,  his  lordship  again  intimated  that 
he  could  not  treat  with  them  as  a  committee  of  Congress,  but 
only  confer  with  them  as  private  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the 
colonies,  on  the  means  of  restoring  peace  between  the  two  coun- 

The  commissioners  replied  that,  as  their  business  was  to  hear, 
he  might  consider  tSiem  in  what  light  he  pleased;  but  that  they 
should  consider  theraselves  in  no  other  character  than  that  in 
which  ttey  were  placed  hy  order  of  Congress. 

Lord  Howe  then  entered  into  a  discourse  of  considerable 
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1  li^tli  tut  luadi  uo  isjiliLit  pr^poaitiou  of  peace  nni  piumi-c  ot 
JcdiLos  ot  giicvaTice>>,  excepting  on  condition  th\t  the  cslonies 
euonld  return  to  theitr  aDegianee 

Tl  1'^  the  coromiswonere  replied,  wis  not  now  to  be  expected 
ihiii  lepeited  liumljlc  petition  to  the  king  and  piib^ient 
huiDj^been  treated  iiitli  contempt  and  inswered  hy  additional 
in)iiries,  and  wai  having  boon  declared  against  them,  tbe  colonies 
bid  declaiL-d  tbtn  indcpcndenco  ind  it  ■ftia  not  m  tbe  power  of 
(,'oiij;ie-:S  to  agite  toi  tbcm  that  they  should  lUiun  to  then 
f  )imer  d  pendent  state  * 

His  kidahip  expressed  bit.  soriow  thit  no  accommodation  was 
IiLoly  to  taLe  pliie,  and  on  breakmg  up  the  conference  assuied 
bis  old  friend,  Dr.  Erankhn,  that  he  should  suffer  great  pain  m 
being  obliged  to  distress  those  for  whom  be  bad  so  much  regard. 

"  I  feel  thankful  to  your  lordship  for  your  regard,"  replied 
Eranklin  good-hmuo redly ;  "  the  Americans,  on  their  part,  will 
endeavor  to  lessen  tbe  pain  you  may  feel,  by  taking  good  care  of 
themselves." 

'I'hc  result  of  this  conference  had-  a  beneficial  effect.  It 
showed  that  bis  lordship  had  no  power  but  what  was  given  by  the 
act  of  Parliament;  and  put  an  end  to  the  poptilar  notion  that  be 
was  vested  with  secret  powers  to  negotiate  an  adjustment  of 


Eeport  ol'  the  Comm.  to  Cong.,  1 
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Since  the  reti'eat  fram  Brooklyn,  WasliiDgtoii  hud  narrowly 
watched  the  movemente  of  the  enemy  to  discover  their  further 
plans.  Their  whole  force,  excepting  about  four  thousand  men, 
had  been  transferred  from  Staten  to  Long  Island.  A  great  part 
was  encamped  on  the  peninsula  between  Newtown  Inlet  and 
Flu&hm£;  Bay  \.  battery  h^d  been  ttrnyn  up  neai  the  estreiu- 
ity  ot  the  penii'til*  to  check  an  Ameiicin  batteiy  it  Horon'a 
Hook  oppo'iite  and  to  command  the  mouth  of  Harlem  Kiver. 
Troops  were  subtepently  ^tati  ni,d  on  the  i  hnds  ■ibout  Hell 
Gate  '  It  IS  evident  wiitea  "H  lahmgtoi  the  e  lemy  mean  to 
eaclose  us  on  the  island  of  Klw  lork,  by  taking  post  in  our  rear, 
while  the  shipping  secures  the  iront,  and  thus,  by  cutting  off  our 
communRitioa  with  tie  counfiy,  oblige  us  to  flght  them  oa  theii- 
own  termf,  or  Buirendei  it  disirUion ;  or  by  a  brilliant  stroke 
endeavor  to  cut  this  army  in  piecei,  and  secure  the  collection  of 
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amis  and  stores,  wtioli,  they  well  Icnow,  we  shall  not  be  able  soon 
to  replace."  * 

The  question  was,  how  eonld  their  plans  be  most  saoeessfallj 
On  everj  ^de,  he  saw  a  choice  of  difficulties ;  every 
ras  to  be  formed  with  some  apprehension  that  all  the 
troops  would  not  do  their  duty.  History,  experience,  the  opin- 
ions of  able  friends  in  Europe,  the  fears  of  the  enemy,  even  the 
(iBtlarationB  of  Congress,  all  concurred  in  demonstrating  that  the 
war  on  the  American  side  should  be  defensive  ;  a  war  of  posts; 
that,  on  all  ocfaaion'*,  a  general  action  should  bo  avoided,  and 
nothing  put  at  risk  unnecessarily.  '■  With  these  views,"  said 
'Washington,  '■  and  being  fully  persuaded  that  it  would  be  pre- 
sumption to  draw  out  our  young  troops  into  open  ground  against 
their  superiors,  both  in  number  and  discipline,  I  have  never 
spared  the  spade  and  pickaxe." 

In  a  council  of  war,  held  on  the  7th  of  September  the  fj^uea 
tion  was  discussed,  whether  the  city  shonld  be  defended  oi  e\  m 
uated.  All  admitted  that  it  would  not  he  tenable  should  it  be 
cannonaded  and  bombarded.  Several  of  the  councd  imong 
whom  was  General  Putnam,  were  for  a  totil  and  immedute  ii 
moval  from  tho  city  ;  urging  that  one  pait  of  the  iimj  might  be 
cut  off  before  tho  other  could  support  it ,  the  eitren  ities  bLing 
at  least  sixteen  miles  apart,  and  tho  whole  whtn  coUetted  being 
inferior  to  the  enemy.  By  removing,  thty  would  dopiive  the 
enemy  of  the  advantage  of  their  ships;  thej  W3uld  keep  them  dt 
bay;  put  nothing  at  haaard;  keep  tho  army  together  to  bs-  le 
oruited  another  year,  and  preserve  the  unspent  stores  and  the 
heavy  artillery.  Washington  himself  inclmtd  to  this  opmiou 
Others,  however,  were  unwilling  to  abandon  a  jlate  whith  hj,  I 

♦  Letter  to  the  President  of  Congi-ass. 
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been  fortified  with,  great  cost  and  labor,  and  eeeiued  c 
and  which,  bj  some,  had  been  considered  the  key  to  the  northern 
country;  it  might  dispirit  the  troops,  and  enfeeble  the  cause. 
Cfeneral  Mercer,  who  was  prevented  by  illness  from  attending  the 
council,  communicated  his  opinion  by  letter.  "  We  should  keep 
New  York  if  possible,"  said  he,  "  as  the  acquiring  of  it  will  give 
eelat  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  afford  the  soldiers  good  quar- 
ters, and  furnish  a  safe  harbor  for  the  fleet." 

General  Greene,  also,  being  still  unwell,  conveyed  his  opinion 
in  a  letter  to  Washington,  dated  Sept.  5th.  He  advised  that  the 
army  should  abandon  both  city  and  island,  and  post  itself  at 
King's  Bridge  and  along  the  "Westchester  shore.  That  there 
was  no  object  to  be  obtained  by  holding  any  position  below 
King's  Bridge.  The  enemy  might  throw  troops  on  Manhattan 
Island,  from  their  camps  on  Long  Island,  and  their  ships  on  the 
Hudson,  and  form  an  intrencbi'd  line  across  it,  between  the  city 
and  the  middle  division  of  the  army,  and  support  tho  two  flanks 
of  the  line  by  their  shipping.  In  such  case,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  flght  them  on  disadvantageous  terms  or  submit 

The  eitj  and  island,  he  observed,  weie  objects  not  to  be  put 
in  competition  with  the  general  interests  of  America.  Two 
thirds  of  the  city  and  suburbs  belonged  to  tories,  there  was  no 
great  reason,  therefore,  to  run  any  considerable  risk  in  its  de- 
fence. The  honor  and  interest  of  America  required  a  general 
and  speedy  retreat.  But  as  the  enemy,  once  in  possession,  could 
never  be  dislodged  without  a  superior  naval  force ;  as  the  place 
would  farnish  them  with  excellent  winter  quarters  and  barrack 
room,  and  an  abundant  market,  he  advised  to  bum  both  city  and 
suburbs  before  retreating.* 

*  Force's  Am.  ArciiivEs,  5tli  Series,  il.  18!i. 
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Well  might  tlio  poor,  harassed  citizens  feel  hysterical,  tlu'eat- 
ened  as  they  were  'oy  sea  and  land,  and  their  very  defenders  de- 
limiting the  policy  of  ouraiDa'  their  houses  over  their  heads.  For- 
tunately for  them,  Conrpvss  had  expressly  forhidden  that  any 
harm  should  he  done  to  Now  Tori,  trusting,  that  though  tho 
enemy  might  occupy  ii-  Sjr  a  time,  it  would  ultimately  he  re- 
gained. 

After  much  discussion  a  middle  coui-se  was  adopted.  Put- 
uam,  with  five  thousand  meo,  waa  to  be  stationed  in  the  city. 
Heath,  with  nine  thousand,  was  to  keep  guard  on  the  upper  part 
of  tho  island,  and  oppose  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  land. 
His  troops,  among  whom  were  Magaw'a,  Shoe's,  Hand's,  and 
Miles's  Pennsylvanian  battalions,  and  Haslet's  Delaware  regiment, 
were  posted  about  King's  Bridge  and  its  vicinity. 

Tho  third  division,  composed  principally  of  militia,  was  under 
tlic  command  of  Generals  (Ireene  and  Spencer,  the  former  of 
whom,  however,  was  still  unwell.  It  was  stationed  about  the  cen- 
tre of  the  island,  chiefly  along  Turtle  Bay  and  Kip's  Bay,  where 
strong  works  had  been  thrown  up,  to  guard  against  any  landing 
of  troops  from  the  ships  or  from  tho  encarapmeuts  on  Long  Island. 
Lt  was  also  to  hold  itself  ready  to  support  either  of  the  otter  divi- 
sions. Washington  himsclV  had  his  head-quarters  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  city.  A  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  tho  10th 
of  September,  left  the  occupation  or  abandonment  of  the  city  en- 
tirely at  Washington's  discretion.  Nearly  the  whole  of  his  offi- 
cers, too,  in  a  second  council  of  war,  retracted  their  former  opin- 
ion, and  determined  that  the  removal  of  his  army  was  not  only 
|)rudent,  but  obsolutely  neccs«ary.  Tlireo  members  of  the  coun- 
liil,  however,  Generals  Spencer,  Heath,  and  Ixeortje  Clinton,  tC' 
y  held  to  the  former  decision. 
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Convmced  of  tiie  propriety  of  epacuation,  Waslimgtoii  pro- 
pared  for  it  by  ordering  the  removal  of  all  stores,  excepting  such 
as  were  indispensable  for  the  subsistence  of  tbe  troopa  while  they 
remained.  A  letter  from  a  Rhode  Island  of&cer,  oa  a-  visit 
to  New  York,  gives  an  idea  of  its  agitations  "  On  the  I3th 
of  Soptembei',  just  after  dinner,  three  frigates  and  a  fiitygun 
ship  sailed  up  the  East  River  with  &  gentle  breeze  toward  Hell 
Gate,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  fire,  assisted  by  the  cannon  at 
Governor's  Island.  The  batteries  of  the  city  leturned  tbe  ships 
the  like  salutation.  Three  men  agape,  idle  spect<4tors,  had  the 
misfortune  of  being  killed  by  one  cannon  ball.  One  shot  struck 
within  sis  feet  of  General  Washington,  as  be  was  on  horseback, 
riding  into  tbe  fort."  * 

On  the  14th,  Washington's  baggage  was  removed  to  King's 
Bridge,  whither  head-ijuarters  were  to  be  transferred  tbe  same 
evening ;  it  being  clear  that  tho  enemy  were  preparing  to  encom- 
pass him  on  the  island.  "  It  is  now  a  trial  of  skill  whether  they 
will  or  not,"  wi-ites  Colonel  Keed,  "  and  every  night  we  lie  down 
with  the  most  anxious  fears  for  tbe  fate  of  to-morrow."  t 

Abont  sunset  of  the  same  day,  six  more  ships,  two  of  them 
men-of-war,  passed  up  tbe  Sound  and  joined  those  above.  Within 
half  an  hour  camo  expresses  spurring  to  bead-quarters,  one  from 
Mifflin  at  King's  Bridge,  tbe  other  from  Colonel  Sargent  at 
Horen's  HooL  Three  or  four  thousand  of  the  enemy  were  eross- 
Dg  at  Hell  Gate  to  tbe  islands  at  the  mouth  of  Harlera  River, 
where  numbers  were  already  encamped.  An  immediate  landing 
at  Harlem,  or  Morrisania,  was  apprehended.  Washington  was 
instantly  in  the  saddle,  spurring  to  Harlem  Heights.     The  night, 

5,  6tli  Series,  ii.  US. 
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however,  passed  away  quietly.  In  the  morning  the  enemy  com- 
menced operations.  Three  ships  of  war  stood  up  the  Hudson, 
"  causing  a  most  tremendous  firing,  assisted  by  the  cannons  oi' 
Governor's  Island,  which  firing  was  returned  from  the  city  as 
well  as  the  scarcity  of  heavy  cannon  wotild  allow."  *  The  ships 
anchored  opposite  Bloomingdale,  a  few  miles  above  the  eity,  and 
put  a  stop  to  the  removal  by  water  of  stores  and  provisions  to 
Dohha'  Ferry.  About  eleven  o  1  h  th  h  p  a  th  Eist  River 
commenced  &  heavy  caanonad  p  n  th  b  tw  Ls  between 
Turtle  Bay  and  the  city. '  At  th  m  t  e  tw  d  na  of  the 
troops  encamped  on  Long  Islanl  n  B  tish  und  Si  Henry 
Clinton,  the  other  Ilessian,  und  0  1  1  D  n  i  emerged  m 
boats  from  the  deep,  woody  recesses  of  Newtown  Inlet,  and  unde" 
cover  of  the  fire  from  the  ships,  began  to  land  at  two  pomts  be- 
tween Turtle  and  Kip's  Bays.  The  breastworks  weie  manned  by 
militia  who  had  recently  served  at  Brooklyn.  Disheartened  by 
their  late  defeat,  they  fled  at  the  first  advance  of  the  enemy. 
Two  brigades  of  Putnam's  Connecticut  troops  (Parsons'  and 
Fellows')  which  had  been  sent  that  morning  to  support  them, 
caught  the  panic,  and  regardless  of  the  commands  and  entreatieri 
of  their  officers,  joined  in  the  general  scamper. 

At  this  moment  Washington,  who  had  mounted  his  horso  at 
the  first  sonnd  of  the  cannonade,  came  galloping  to  the  scene  of 
confusion  ■  riding  in  among  the  fugitives,  he  endeavored  to  rally 
and  restore  ttem  to  order.  All  in  vain.  At  the  first  appearance 
of  sixty  or  seventy  red  coats,  they  buolte  again  without  firing  a 
shot,  and  fled  in  headlong  terror.  Losing  ,all  self-command  at 
the  eight  of  such  dastardly  conduct,  he  dashed  Ma  hat  upon  the 

•  Letter  of  Col.  Babooc;!:  tp  Gov.  Coolie. 
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ground  in  a  transport  of  rage.  ''  Are  thcso  tho  iiiuii,"  esi'laimed 
he,  "  with  whom  I  am  to  defend  America  I"  la  a,  parosyam  of 
passion  and  despair  he  snapped  hie  piBtola  at  pome  of  thei!], 
threatened  others  with  hia  sword,  and  was  so  heedletrts  of  Lis  own 
danger,  that  he  might  have  fallen  int-o  the  hands  of  tho  eoomy, 
who  were  not  eighty  yards  distant,  had  not  an  alde-de-oamp 
seized  the  bridle  of  hie  horse,  and  ahsolutely  hurried  him  away." 

It  was  one  of  tho  rare  momenta  of  his  life,  when  the  vehe- 
meat  element  of  his  nature  was  stirred  up  from  its  deep  receBses. 
He  soon  rocovcred  his  self-possession,  and  took  measures  against 
the  geaeral  peril.  The  enemy  might  land  another  force  about 
Hell  Gate,  seize  upon  Harlem  Heights,  the  sh-ong  central  portion 
of  tho  island,  cut  off  al!  retreat  of  the  lower  divisions,  and  effect- 
ually sever  his  anny.  In  all  haste,  therefore,  he  sent  off  an  ex- 
press to  the  forces  encamped  above,  directing  them  to  secure  that 
position  immediately;  while  another  express  to  Putnam,  ordered 
an  immediate  retreat  froia  the  city  to  those  heights. 

It  was  indeed  a  perilous  moment.  Had  the  enemy  followed 
up  their  advantage,  and  seized  upon  tlie  heights,  hefore  thus  occu- 
pied ;  or  had  they  extended  themselves  across  the  island,  from 
the  place  where  they  had  effected  a  landing,  the  result  might 
have  been  most  disastrous  to  the  Americans.  Fortunately,  they 
contented  themselves  for  the  pr^ent  with  sending  a  strong  de- 
tachment down  the  road  along  the  East  Bivor,  leading  to  the  city, 
while  the  main  body,  British  and  Hessians,  rested  on  their  arms. 

*  Graydon's  Meraoira,  Littell's  ed.,  p.  171.  Genaral  Qwene,  lu  a  letter  to  a 
Mend,  writes ;  "  We  mnde  a  miserable,  disorderly  retreat  from  New  York,  owing 
to  the  coudQct  of  tlie  inilitia,  who  ran  at  tile  appenrauce  of  the  eneiny*3  advanced 
guard.  Fellows'  and  Pai'soua'  brigades  ran  away  from  abont  fifty  men,  and 
left  hia  excellenoy  oa  die  ground,  \vithin  eighty  yards  of  tJie  enemy,  so  vesed 
at  the  infamons  conduct  of  hia  troops,  that  he  sought  death  rather  than  life." 
VOL.  li. — 'iS 
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In  the  mean  time,  Putnam,  on  receiving  "^ 
press,  called  in  Lie  pickets  and  guards,  and  abandoned  tlie  city  in 
all  haate,  leaving  behind  him  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and 
military  stores,  and  moat  of  the  heavy  cannon.  To  avoid  the 
enemy  he  took  the  Biooraingdale  road,  though  this  exposed  him 
to  he  rated  by  the  enemy's  ships  aaohored  ia  the  Iludson.  It 
was  a  forced  march,  on  a  sultry  day,  under  a  burning  sun  and 
amid  clouds  of  dust.  His  army  was  encumbered  witli  women  and 
cliildren  and  all  kinds  of  baggage.'  Many  were  overcome  by  fa- 
tigue and  thirst,  some  perished  by  hastily  drinking  cold  water ; 
but  Putnam  rode  backward  and  forward,  hurrying  every  one  on. 

Colonel  Humphreys,  at  that  time  a  volunteer  in  his  division, 
writes :  "  I  had  frequent  opportunities  that  day  of  beholding 
him,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  orders  and  encouraging  the 
troops,  flying  on  his  horse  covered  with  foam,  wherever  his  pres- 
ence was  most  necessary.  "Without  bis  extraordinary  exertions, 
the  guards  must  have  been  inevitably  lost,  and  it  is  probable  the 
eutire  corps  would  have  been  out  in  pieces. 

"  When  wc  were  not  far  from  Bloomingdale,  an  aide-de-camp 
came  to  him  at  full  speed,  to  inform  him  that  a  column  of  British 
infantry  was  descending  upon  our  right.  Our  rear  was  soon  fired 
upon,  and  the  colonel  of  our  regiment,  whose  order  wm  just  com- 
municated for  the  front  to  file  off  to  the  left,  was  killed  upon  the 
spot.  With  no  other  loss,  we  joined  tko  army  after  dark  upon 
the  heights  of  Harlem."* 

Tradition  gives  a  circumstance  which  favored  Putnam's  re- 
treat. The  British  generals,  in  passing  by  Mun-ay  Hill,  the 
country  residence  of  a  patriot  of  that  name  who  was  oi  the  So- 

*  PeaLodj,  Life  of  I'utnain.      Spftrts'  Am.  Biog,,  riL  180. 
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ciety  of  Friends,  made  »  halt  to  seek  some  refreeliment.  The 
proprietor  of  the  house  was  ahsont ;  hut  his  wife  set  caiie  and 
wine  hefore  them  in  ahundance.  So  grateful  were  these  refresh- 
ments in  the  heat  of  the  day,  that  they  lingered  over  their  wine, 
quaffing  and  laughing,  and  bantering  their  patriotic  hostess  about 
tlie  ludicrous  panic  and  discomfiture  of  her  countrymen.  In  the 
mean  time,  hefore  they  were  roused  from  their  regale,  Putnam 
and  his  f  rces  had  nearly  passed  by,  withm  a  mile  oi  them.  All 
the  losg  sustained  by  him  m  his  perilous  rttieat,  was  fifteen 
killed,  ind  about  three  hundred  taken  prisoneis  It  became, 
adds  the  tradition  a  common  siymg  imong  the  American  offi- 
cers, that  Mrs  Muiriy  saved  Putnams  division  (f  the  army,* 

•  Thadier's  Military  Joumal,  p.  70. 


,v  Google 


CHAPTER    XXXY. 


Thr  fortified  camp,  where  the  msun  body  of  the  aimy  was  now 
assembled,  was  upon  that  neck  of  land  several  miles  long,  and  for 
the  most  part  not  above  a  mile  wide,  which  forms  the  upper  part 
of  Manhattan  or  New  York  Island-  It  forms  a  chain  of  rocky 
lieights,  and  is  separated  from  the  mainland  by  Harlem  River,  a 
narrow  strait,  extending  from  Hell  Gate  on  the  Sound,  to  8pyt 
den  Duivel,  a  creek  or  inlet  of  the  Hudson.  I'ort  Washington 
occupied  the  crest  of  one  of  the  rocky  heights  above  mentioned, 
overlooking  the  Hudson,  and  about  two  miles  north  of  it  was 
King's  Bridge,  crossing  Spyt  den  Duivel  Creek,  and  forming  at 
that  time  the  only  pass  from  Manhattan  Island  to  the  mainland. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the  fort,  a  double  row  of 
lines  extended  across  the  neck  from  Harlem  Riper  to  tho  Hud- 
son.    They  faced  south  towards  New  York,  were  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  apart,  and  were  defended  by  batteries, 
vol-.  !I.— 15 
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TLei'e  were  strong  advancecl  posts,  about  two  miles  soutli  of 
tlie  outer  line ;  one  on  the  left  of  Hai-lom,  commaBded  by  G-en- 
eral  Spencer,  the  other  on  the  right,  at  what  was      11  1  H 
Gowan's  Pass,  commanded  by  General  Putnam.     Ab     t      mil 
and  a  half  beyoad  these  posts  the  British  lines  extend  1  a 
the  island  from  Horen's  Hook  to  the  Hudson,  being  a  oo  t 
encampment,  two  inJleB  in  length,  with  both  flanks  1  by 

shipping.     An  open  plain  intervened  between  the  host  I       mp 

Washiugton  had  established  his  head-quarters  about  qu  te 
of  a  mile  within  the  inner  line ;  at  a  country-seat,  the  wn  r^  f 
which  were  absent.  It  belonged  in  fact  to  Colonel  Eoger  Mor- 
ris, his  early  companion  in  arras  in  Braddook's  campaign,  and  his 
succesafnl  competitor  for  the  hand  of  Miss  Mary  Philipse.  Mor- 
ris had  remained  in  America,  enjoying  the  wealth  he  had  acquired 
by  his  marriage ;  but  had  adhered  to  the  royal  party,  and  was  a 
Bnember  of  the  council  of  the  colony.  It  is  said  that  at  this  time 
he  was  residing  in  the  Highlands  at  Beverley,  the  seat  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Washington's  old  friend,  Beverley  Robinson.* 

While  thus  posted,  Washington  was  jnc^santly  occupied  in 
fortifying  the  approaches  to  his  camp  by  redoubts,  abatis,  and 
deep  intrenchments.  "  Here,"  said  he,  "  I  should  hope  the 
enemy,  in  ease  of  attack,  would  meet  a  defeat,  if  the  generality 
of  our  troops  would  behave  with  tolerable  bravery ;  but  experi- 
ence, to  my  extreme  affliction,  has  convinced  mo  that  it  is  rather 
to  be  wished  than  expected.  However,  I  trust  there  are  many 
who  ■will  act  like  men  worthy  of  the  blessings  of  freedom."  The 
late  dlfigraceful  scene  at  Kip's  Bay  was  evidently  rankling  in  his 
mind. 

*  The  pOTtroJt  of  Miss  Mary  PhQipso  is  Bti!I  to  be  seen  in  flia  posEession 
of  Frsdetick  Phillips,  Esquire,  at  the  Grange,  on  the  Highlands  opposite  West 
Point. 
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lu   ii  t  1      rounds  of   nipeet  on  1  e  was    t    ek       tl 

Ih     k  11  ml  8    en  e  b  [1  y  d  n  tl     con  t      tat    ome  of  th 

Its  vh  hweefhoTii  p  nl  tte  d  ct  on  of  a  jontl  fi.1 
J  t  n  of  a  tillerj  It  pr  v  d  to  1  e  tlie  ame  young  ffic  r 
Uesander  Hamilton  wlion  Creeae  hal  reeommende  1  toli  no 
i  e  Afte  sue  con  ersat  on  with  h  m  Wa&l  ngton  n  t  1 
1  to  1  e  m  iT|u  and  thus  omnencel  thit  nt«r  o  r^e  wh  b 
]  d     ol  Hy  I  nkeJ  the     mem     es  togethe 

0  tl  e  no  n  ng  of  tte  16th  wo  d  w  s  b  o  ght  to  I  eal  na 
t  ^  that  t!  e  en  my  y  o  Ivan  ng  n  th  e  1  rj,o  c  lumn 
n  c  e  1  ad  been  k  n  any  fal  e  eport  that  E  cd  tLo  adjut  at 
ncral  ohtan  d  1  <i¥o  to  ally  o  t  la  tain  tl  t  uth 
Wa^hn^tou  Limself  soon  mo mte  1  ]  1  oree  ul  r  1  t  w  1 
loal  ancediosta  On  armnj,  the  e  h  heird  h  k  £  ^ 
It  y  a  kept  j  for  a  t  mo  with  gr  it  Bp  r  t  Tl  ere  was  c  lently 
a  aharp  conflict  At  length  Eeed  came  gallopmg  hack  with  in- 
formation. A  stiong  detachment  of  the  enemj  had  attacked  the 
most  advanced  post,  whuh  was  situated  on  a  Mil  skirted  hy  a, 
wood.  It  had  been  bravely  defended  by  Lieutenant- eolouel 
Knowlton,  Putnam's  favorite  officer  who  hid  distingnished  him- 
If  at  B  mkei  b  H  11  he  hid  un  ler  h  a  party  of  Connecticut 
D^ers  volunteert  t  om  1  ft  rent  re^j  ents  ifter  skirmishing 
fo  a  tmo  t!o  jirty  h  d  I  een  oyerjowerel  by  numbers  and 
d  en  n  and  tl  o  tpo  t  wag  take  p  s«es  n  of  by  the  enemy. 
K  d  a  jp  sel  tliQ  Litter  fo  le  ul  out  th  ee  h  ndred  atrong,  but 
th  J  e  e  m  h  t  ong  r  the  ma  n  pa  t  1  avmg  been  concealed 
1  ehm  1  a  I  smg  grou  d  n  the  wo)  They  were  composed  of  a 
1  j.tt  1  on  ot  1  ght  nf  nt  v  anoth  f  Eoyal  Highlanders,  and 
tl  con  p  n  e  of  II  a  n  fl  me  11  n  lei  the  command  of 
<.  en  ral  L    1 
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Reed  urged  that  troops  should  be  sent  to  support  ttio  bravo 
fellows  who  had  behared  bo  well.  While  he  was  tallting  with 
Washington,  "  the  enemy,"  he  says,  "  appeared  in  open  view,  and 
BOTinded  their  bugles  in  tho  most  insulting  manner,  as  usual  after 
a  £ox-chase,  I  never,"  adds  he,  "  felt  such  a  sensation  bcfora ; 
it  seemed  to  crown  our  disgrace." 

Washington,  too,  was  stung  by  the  taunting  note  of  derision ; 
it  recalled  the  easy  triumph  of  the  enemy  at  KipS  Baj  Ei, 
solved  that  something  should  be  done  to  wipe  out  that  disgrace, 
and  roTis"  the  ipirits  of  the  ■wmv  he  ordered  out  thtee  compames 
from  Colonel  Wcedon  a  legmitnt  lUbt  irnved  from  Virgimi  ind 
sent  them  under  Msjoi  Leit  h  to  jom  Knowlt  a  s  ra.iigers  The 
ti  op^  thua  united  were  to  ^(.t  in  the  ic^i  of  the  ci.ouy  while  i 
feigned  attack  was  made  upon  them  m  front 

The  plan  wa-^  partially  successf  il  \.a  the  force  a  Ivan  tl  to 
make  the  false  attack  the  enemy  ran  down  the  hill  and  tojk 
what  they  considered  an  advintige  )«->  position  bdimd  s  me 
tonce"  an  1  bushts  whi  h  skiited  t  A  filing  Lommenoed  between 
them  and  the  al^anemg  party  bit  it  too  great  di  tinee  to  do 
much  harm  on  cither  side  In  the  mean  time  Knowltm  and 
Leitcb  Ignorant  of  thn  ohanj^e  m  the  enemy  s  position  having 
made  a  circuit  c'^me  upon  them  m  flank  in  tead  of  m  rear 
They  weie  shaiply  recened  4  vivid  contebt  tork  place  m 
which  Connecticut  vied  with  Virgimi  m  braieij  In  a  little 
while  Major  Leitch  received  tliice  bullets  m  his  sile  aul  wia 
borne  off  the  field.  Shortly  afterward,  a  wound  in  the  head  from 
ii  musket  ball,  brought  Knowltou  to  the  ground.  Colonel  Heed 
placed  him  on  his  horse,  and  conveyed  him  to  a  distant  redoubt. 
The  mon,  undismayed  by  the  fall  of  their  leaders,  fought  with 
uuflinching   resolution   under   the   command   of  their   captains. 
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The  enemy  were  reinforced  by  a  battalion  of  Hessians  !ind  a 
company  of  chafi&eui'S.  Wasliingtofl  Hltewise  sent  reinforcemeutii 
of  New  England  and  Maryland  troops.  The  action  waxed  hotter 
and  hotter;  the  enemy  were  driven  froia  the  wood  into  the  plain, 
and  pushed  for  some  distance;  the  Americans  were  pursuing 
them  with  ardor,  when  Washington,  haring  effected  the  object  of 
this  i-asual  encounter,  and  being  unwilling  to  risk  a  general  ac- 
tion, ordered  a  retreat  to  be  sounded. 

It  was  with  difficulty,  however,  his  men  could  be  called  off,  bo 
excited  were  they  by  the  novelty  of  pursuing  an  enemy.  They 
i-etired  in  good  order ;  and,  as  it  subsequently  appeared,  in  good 
season,  for  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  were  advancing  at  a 
rapid  rate,  and  might  have  effectually  reversed  the  scene. 

Colonel  Knowlton  did  not  long  survive  the  action.  "  When 
gasping  in  the  agonies  of  death,"  says  Colone!  Keed,  "all  his  in- 
(juiiy  was  whether  be  had  driven  in  the  enemy."  He  was  anx- 
ious for  the  tarnished  honor  of  Connecticut.  He  had  the  dying 
satisiaction  of  knowing  that  his  men  had  behaved  bravely,  and 
driven  the  enemy  in  an  open  field-flght.     So  closed  bis  gallant 

The  encounter  thus  detdled  was  a  email  affair  in  itsef,  but 
important  in  its  effects.  It  was  the  first  gleam  of  success  in  the 
campaign,  and  revived  the  spirits  of  the  army.  "VVaahiugton 
sought  to  turn  it  to  the  greatest  advantage.  In  bis  general 
orders,  be  skilfully  distributed  praise  and  censure.  The  troops 
under  Lcitch  were  thanked  for  being  the  Brst  to  advance  upon 
the  enemy ;  and  the  New  England  troops  for  gallantly  supportj 
ing  them,  and  their  conduct  was  honorably  contrasted  with  that 
of  the  recreant  troops  at  Kip'a  B:iy-     Of  Knowlton,  who  liad 
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fallen  while  gloriously  fighting,  lie  spoko  as  "  one  who  would 
Iiave  done  honor  to  any  country." 

The  name  of  Leitoh  was  given  hy  him  for  the  aext  day'a 
parole.  That  brave  officer  died  of  his  wounds  on  the  lat  of  Oc- 
tober, soothed  in  his  last  moments  by  that  recompense  so  dear  to 
a  soldier's  heart,  the  encomimn  of  a  beloved  commander. 

In  the  dead  of  tlio  night,  on  the  20th  September,  a  great 
light  was  beheld  by  the  picket  guards,  looming  up  from  behind 
the  hills  in  the  direction  of  tho  city.  It  continued  throughout 
the  night,  and  was  at  times  so  strong  that  the  heavens  in  that 
direction  apposed  to  them,  they  said,  as  if  in  flames.  At  day- 
break hiige  columns  of  smoke  were  still  rising.  It  was  evident 
there  had  been  a  great  conflagration  in  Wew  York. 

In  the  course  of  tKe  morning  Captain  Montresor,  aide-de- 
carap  to  General  Howe,  came  out  with  a  flag,  bearing  a  letter  to 
Washington  on  the  subject  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners.  Ac- 
cording to  Montresor's  account  a  great  part  of  the  city  had  been 
bui'nt  down,  and  as  the  night  was  extremely  windy,  the  whole 
might  have  been  so,  but  for  the  exertions  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  British  army.  He  implied  it  to  bo  the  act  of  American 
incendiaries,  several  of  whom,  he  informed  Colonel  Reed,  had 
been  caught  in  the  fact  and  instantly  shot.  General  Howe,  in  his 
private  correspondence  makes  the  same  assertion  ^nd  eiyi  they 
were  detectel  and  killed  on  tho  sjot  Ij  the  emagi,d  ti  pa  in 
garrison 

Enraged  troopi  with  weapons  in  then  hind's  are  not  apt  in 
a  tm  e  of  confusion  and  alaim  to  be  correct  julgos  of  tact,  or 
disjenscffs  of  justice  The  act  wis  always  disclaimed  by  the 
Ameijcans  and  it  is  certain  their  commanders  1  new  nothing 
about  it      "We  ha\e  shown  that  the  destruction  of  the  city  iiras  at 
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one  time  discussed  in  a  eouncii  of  war  as  a  measure  of  policy, 
Ijut  never  adopted,  and  was  expressly  forbidden  by  Congress. 

Tlie  enemy  were  now  briogiug  up  tlieir  heavy  cannon,  prepar- 
atory to  an  attack  upon  tlie  American  camp  by  tbe  troops  and  by 
the  ships.  What  was  the  state  of  Washington's  army  ?  Tho 
terms  of  engagement  of  many  of  his  men  would  soon  be  at  an 
end,  most  of  them  would  terminate  with  the  year,  nor  did  Con- 
y  ess  hoU  out  ofterB  to  encourigo  ic  enli  tment  We  aic  now 

it  we  e  upon  the  eve  of    mother  dissolut  on  of  tie  army 
wutes  he      anl  unless  some  bi  edy  and  effectiil  measuii-s  are 

1  pted  by  Gongros")  oni  cause  wiU  be  lo  t  Under  the&o 
i^bomy  n;  pretensions  ho  boiTOwed  as  hu  si  1  a  few  moments 
from  the  hours  allotted  to  ^ecj.     anl  on  the  iij,ht    f  tho  2ith 

f  ^  ptember  jenned    m  idm   able  lettei    to  thL  Piesidcnt  of 
f  ongres=(    ctting  forth  tho  total  meffic lenoy  of  the  existing  m  li 
tjry  sj'tem  the  total  insubordmation  wTste  c  nfi  ion  and   1 
contont  piodue  d  by  it  ammg  the  men  anl  the  1   rissin^  eaiLS 

nd  vexations  to  which  it  subji,  ted  the  oomn  and  ri  !N  r  di  I 
1  c  onteni  himself  with  coi  ph  mi  g  but  m  hio  full  dear  and 
sigiei  us  mannei  pointed  oit  tho  enedies  To  the  achieve 
I  ents  of  h  B  m lefati^ible  jen  wc  may  trace  the  most  fntmate 
t  nm  in  the  current  of  o  ir  rei  oluti  nary  affa  r  In  the  present 
lu  tmee  hia  repiesentations    illuitiated  bj  sad  espciience  pio 

1  iced  at  length  a  reorgamzatton  of  the  army  and  the  estibhsh 
u  nt  of  it  on  1  permanent  footmg  It  was  decreed  that  e  ghty 
ght  battabona  shoull  be  fumL-hed  in  quotas  by  tie  different 
Stites  aceordinc  ti  their  abilities  The  p'jy  f  tho  ofliccis  was 
r  sel  The  tioops  which  engaged  to  sent.  throUp^hout  the  wai 
w  re  to  rece  ^  o  a  bounty  f  twenty  d  Ihis  jud  ono  Imndied  acies 
of  land  besides  a  jearly  suit  of  clothta  while  in  service      Th  so 
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wlio  enlisted  for  tiut  tliree  years,  rceeiYed  no  bounty  in  land. 
The  LoTinty  to  ofB.cers  was  on  a  higher  ratio.  TJie  States  were  to 
send  commissioners  to  the  army,  to  arrange  witli  the  commander- 
in-chief  as  to  tiio  appointment  of  officers  in  their  quotas ;  but,  as 
they  might  occasionally  be  slow  in  complying  with  this  regula- 
tion, Washington  was  empowered  to  fill  up  all  v 

All  this  was  a  great  relief  to  his  mind, 
also,  by  effecting,  after  a  long  correspondence  with  the  British 
commander,  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  in  which  those  captured  in 
Canada  were  included.  Among  those  restored  to  the  service 
were  Lord  Stirling  and  Captain  Daniel  Morgan.  The  latter,  in 
reward  of  his  good  conduct  in  the  expedition  with  Arnold,  and 
of  "his  intrepid  behavior  in  the  assault  upon  Quebec  where  the 
brave  Montgomery  fell,"  was  recommended  to  Congress  by  Wash- 
ington for  the  command  of  a  rifle  regiment  about  to  be  raised. 
We  shall  see  how  eminently  he  proved  himself  worthy  of  this 
reeommendatioa. 

About  thia  time  iuformation  was  received  that  the  enemy 
were  enlisting  great  numbers  of  the  loyalists  of  Long  Island,  and 
collecting  large  quantities  of  stock  for  their  support.  Oliver  De 
Lanoey,  a  leading  loyalist  of  New  York,  member  of  a  wealthy 
family  of  honorable  Huguenot  descent,  was  a  prime  agent  in  the 
matter.  He  had  recently  been  appointed  brigadier-general  in  tho 
royal  service,  and  authorized  by  General  Howe  to  raise  a  brigade 
of  provincials ;  and  was  actually  at  Jamaica,  on  Long  Island, 
J  commissions  of  captain,  lieutenant  and  ensign,  to  any 
e  peeron  who  should  raise  a  company  of  seventy  men ; 
the  latter  to  receive  British  pay. 

A  descent  upon  Long  Island,  to  counteract  these  projects, 
was  concerted  by  General  Grcorge  Clinton  of  New  York,  and 
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General  Lmcoln  of  Masaaoliuaetts,  but  men  and  water  craft  were 
wanting  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  tlie  "  tory  enlistments  contin- 
ued." Tliey  were  not  confined  to  Long  Island,  but  prevailed 
more  or  leas  on  Staten  Island,  in  the  Jerseys,  np  the  Hudson  as 
far  as  Ihitcheas  Cottnty,  and  in  Weatchester  County  more  es- 
poeially.  Many  of  the  loyaliate,  it  must  be  acJinowledged,  were 
Jionorable  men,  conscientiously  engaged  in  the  service  of  their 
sovereign,  and  anxious  to  put  down  wliat  they  sincerely  regai-ded 
as  an  unjnatifiable  rebellion ;  and  among  tliese  may  be  clearly 
claaaed  the  De  Laneeys.  There  were  others,  however,  of  a  differ- 
ent stamp,  the  most  notorious  of  whom,  at  this  juncture,  was  one 
Kobert  Eogers  of  New  Hampshire.  He  had  been  s,  worthy  com- 
rade of  Putnam  and  Stark,  in  some  of  their  early  enterprises 
during  the  French  war,  and  had  made  himself  famoua  as  major 
of  a  pai'tisan  corps  called  Rogers'  Hangers.  Governor  Trumbull 
described  him  as  a  "  famous  scouter  and  wood-hunter,  skilled  in 
waylaying,  ambuscade,  and  sudden  attack."  His  feats  of  arms 
had  evidently  somewhat  of  the  Indian  character.  He  had  since 
been  Governor  of  Michilimackinac  (1766),  and  accused  of  a  plot 
to  plunder  hia  own  fort  and  join  the  French.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  devolution  he  played  a  skulking,  equivocal  part,  and  ap- 
peared ready  to  join  either  party.  In  1775,  Washington  had  re- 
ceived notice  that  he  waa  in  Canada,  in  the  service  of  Carleton, 
and  had  been  aa  a  spy,  disguised  aa  an  Indian,  through  the  Amer- 
ican camp  at  St.  Johijs. 

Kecently,  on  learning  that  he  was  prowling  about  the  country 
under  suspicious  circumstances,  Washington  had  caused  him  to  bo 
arrested.  On  examination,  he  declared  that  he  was  on  hia  way 
to  offer  his  secret  services  to  Congress.  He  was  aeeordingly  sent 
on  to  that  body,  in  custody  of  an  officer,     Congresa  liberated 
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him.  on  Lis  pledging  himself  in  writing,  "  on  the  iionor  of  a  gen- 
tlemaa,"  not  to  baar  arms  against  the  American  TTnited  Colonies 
in  any  manner  whatever,  dui'ing  the  contest  with  G-reat  Britain, 

Scarcely  was  he  hberated  when  he  forfeited  his  parole,  offered 
his  services  to  the  enemy,  received  a  colonel's  commission,  and 
was  now  aotnally  raising  a  tory  corps  to  he  called  the  Queen's 
All  such  as  should  bring  recruits  to  his  standard  were 
eonimissioDS,  portions  of  rebel  lands,  and  privileges 
eijual  to  any  of  bis  majesty's  troops. 

Of  all  Americans  of  note  enlisted  under  the  royal  standard, 
this  man  had  rendered  himself  the  most  odious.  He  was  stigmar 
tized  as  an  arrant  renegade,  a  perfect  Judas  Iseariot ;  and  Iiis 
daring,  adventurous  spirit  and  habits  of  Indian  warfa,re  rendered 
him  a  formidable  enemy. 

Nothing  perplexed  Washington  at  this  juncture  more  than 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy.  He  bebi-ld  before  him  a  hostile  irmy 
armed  and  equipped  at  all  point  suptiioi  m  numbti  ,  thorough 
ly  diaciplined,  flushed  with  suclsos  an  1  at  und  i  g  m  the  means 
of  pushing  a  vigorous  campai^i  yet  suffeimg  day  ifte  day  to 
elapse  unimproved.  What  could  bo  the  leasnn  of  this  up  n  ne 
on  the  part  of  Sir  William  Howe  ?  He  must  know  the  1  p  ss  1 
and  disorganized  state  of  the  American  camp  ;  th  abs  1  te 
chaos  that  reigned  there.  Did  he  meditate  an  irruption  into  the 
Jerseys?  A  movement  towards  Philadelphia?  Did  he  intend 
to  detach  a  part  of  his  forces  for  a  winter's  campaign  against  the 
South? 

In  this  uncertainty,  Washington  wrote  to  General  Mercer,  of  the 
flying  camp,  to  licep  a  vigilant  watch  from  the  Jersey  shore  on  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  by  sea  and  land,  and  to  station  vidottes 
on  the  Neversict  Heights,  to  give  immediate  intolligonce  should 
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any  of  the  British  fleet  put  to  sea.  At  the  same  time  ho  him- 
self practised  uueeasing  vigilance,  visiting  the  different  parts  of 
his  camp  on  horseback.  Occasionally  he  crossed  over  to  Fort 
Constitution,  on  the  Jersey  shore,  of  which  General  Greene  had 
charge,  and,  accompanied  by  him,  extended  his  reconnoitrings 
down  to  Paulua  Hooli,  to  observe  what  was  goiug  on  in  the  city 
and  among  the  enemy's  ships.  Greene  had  recently  been  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  now  had  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  tie  Jerseys.  lie  had  Hberty  to  shift  his  quarters 
to  Baskingridge  or  Bergen,  as  circumstances  might  require;  but 
was  enjoined  to  keep  up  a  communication  with  the  main  army, 
east  of  the  Hudson,  so  as  to  secure  a  retreat  in  case  of  neces- 
sity. 

The  security  of  the  Hudson  was  at  this  time  an  object  of 
great  solicitude  with  Congress,  and  much  reliance  was  placed  on 
Putnam's  obstructioiis  at  Fort  Washington.  Four  galleys, 
mounted  with  heavy  guns  and  swivels,  were  stationed  at  the 
chevaus-de-frise,  and  two  new  ships  were  at  hand,  which,  filled 
with  stones,  were  to  be  sunk  where  they  would  block  up  the 
channel.  A  sloop  was  also  at  anchor,  having  on  board  a  ma- 
cliine,  Luvented  by  a  Mr.  Bushnell,  for  submarine  explosion,  with 
which  to  blow  up  the  men-of-war ;  a  favorite  scheme  with  Gen- 
eral Putnam.  The  obstructions  were  so  commanded  by  batteries 
on  each  shore,  that  it  was  thought  no  hostile  ship  would  be  able 

On  the  9th  of  October,  however,  the  Koebuok  and  Phoenix, 
each  of  forty-four  guns,  and  the  Tartar  of  twenty  guns,  which 
had  been  iying  for  some  time  opposite  Bloomingdale,  got  under 
way  with  their  three  tenders,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
came  standing  up  the  river  with  an  etey  southern  breeze.     At 
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their  approaeli,  the  galleys  and  the  two  ships  intended  to  he  sunk, 
got  undei-  way  with  all  haste,  as  did  a  schooner  laden  with  rum, 
sugar,  and  other  supplies  for  the  American  army,  and  the  sloop 
■with  Bushnell's  suhmarino  machine. 

The  Eoel)uck,  Phcenix  and  Tartar,  broke  through  the  vaunted 
barriers  as  through  a  cohweb.  Seven  batteries  kept  up  a  con- 
stant fire  upon,  them,  yet  a  gentleman  was  observed  walking  the 
deck  of  the  second  ship  as  coolly  as  if  nothing  were  the  matter,* 
Washington,  indeed,  in  a  letter  to  Sehuyler,  says  "  thoy  passed 
without  any  kind  of  damage  or  interruption ;  "  hut  Lord  Howe 
reports  to  the  admiralty  that  they  suffered  much  in  their  masts 
and  rigging,  and  that  a  lieutenant,  two  midshipmen,  and  sis  men 
were  killed,  and  eighteen  wounded. 

The  hostile  ships  kept  on  their  course,  the  American  vessels 
scudding  before  them.  The  schooner  was  overhauled  and  cap- 
tured ;  a  well-aimed  shot  seat  the  sloop  and  Bushnell's  submarino 
en^ne  to  the  bottom  of  the  river.  The  two  new  ships  would 
have  taken  refuge  in  Spyt  den  Duivel  Creek,  but  fearing  there 
might  not  be  water  enough,  they  kept  on  and  drove  ashore  at 
Philips'  Mills  at  Yonkers.  Two  of  the  galleys  got  intfl  a  place 
of  safety,  where  they  were  protected  from  the  shore ;  the  other 
two  trusted  to  outsail  their  pursuers.  The  breeze  freshened,  and 
the  frigates  gained  on  them  fast;  at  11  o'clock  began  to  fire  on 
them  with  their  bow-chaaers,  and  at  12  o'clock  overreached  them, 
which  caused  them  to  hear  in  shore ;  at  half  past  one  the  gaJleys 
ran  aground  just  above  Dobbs'  Ferry,  and  lay  espt^ed  to  a 
shower  of  grape-shot.  The  crews,  without  stopping  to  bum  or 
bilge  them,  swam  on  shore,  and  the  enemy  took  possession  of  the 

*  Col.  Ewing  b,  the  Maryland  Comm.  (if  .Safety. 
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two  gallcya,  wliicli  were  likely  to  be  fomiidiLble  means  of  annoy- 
ance in  their  hands. 

One  express  after  anotlier  brought  "Washington  word  of  these 
oi'Lurrenees  First,  he  sent  off  a  party  of  rifle  and  artillery  men, 
With  two  tw  Ive  pounlerH  to  secure  the  new  ships  which  had  run 
aground  t  \oEli.e  Nest  I  e  ordered  Colonel  Sargent  to  march 
Tip  alo  g  the  easte  n  sho  e  w  ii  five  hundred  infantry,  a  troop  of 
liglit-horse  anl  a  d  tachraent  of  artiliery,  to  prevent  the  landing 
of  the  en  my  Bcfor  tl  c  t  oops  arrived  at  Dobbs'  Ferry  the 
ships  1  u^ts  111  )l  ale  ela  store  there,  and  set  it  on  fire. 

To  prevent  f  p  s  ble  the  men-of-war  already  up  the  river 
from  con  g  down  o  othe  f 'Om  below  joining  them,  Washing- 
ton gave  0  d  rs  to  eompl  te  the  obstructions  Two  hulks  which 
lay  in  **iyt  den  Dmvcl  Creek  were  hastily  ballaited  by  men  from 
(reneial  Ileath  h  division,  and  men  were  seat  up  to  get  off  the 
skips  which  had  run  aground  at  Philips'  JIiUs,  that  they  might 
be  brought  down  and  sunk  immediately. 

It  is  dif&cult  to  give  an  idea  of  the  excitement  caused  by  this 
new  irruption  of  hostile  sHps  into  the  waters  of  the  Hudson,  or 
of  the  various  conjectures  as  to  their  object.  They  might  intend 
merely  to  interrupt  navigation,  and  prevent  supplies  from  coming 
down  to  the  American  army.  They  might  be  carrying  arms  and 
ammunition  for  domestic  enemies  skulking  about'  the  river,  and 
only  waiting  an  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow.  They  might  have 
troops  concealed  on  board  with  intent  to  surprise  the  posts  in  the 
Highlands,  and  cut  off  the  intercourse  between  the  American 
armies.  To  such  a  degree  had  the  spirit  of  disaffection  been  in- 
creased in  the  counties  adjacent  to  the  river,  since  the  descent  of 
the  Bose  and  Ph<enix,  by  the  retreats  and  evacuation  wliioh  had 
take  place ;  and  so  groat  had  been  the  di'ain  on  the  militia  of 
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those  eountiea  for  the  army  of  WashingtOD,  tiat,  in  case  of  in- 
surreetion,  those  who  remained  at  tome  and  were  well  affected, 
would  he  outnumbered,  and  might  easily  he  overpowered,  espe- 
cially with  the  aid  of  troops  landed  from  ships. 

"While  this  agitation  prevailed  below,  fugitive  river  erafts  car- 
ried the  news  up  to  the  Highlands  that  the  frigates  were  already 
before  Tarrytown  in  the  Tappan  Sea.  Word  was  instantly  de- 
spatched to  Peter  E.  Livicgston,  president  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  and  startled  that  deliberative  body,  which  was  then 
seated  at  Fishkill  just  above  the  Highlands.  The  committee  of 
safety  wrote,  oa  the  spui  of  the  moment,  to  Washington. 
"  Nothing,"  say  they,  "  can  be  more  alai-ming  than  the  present 
situation  of  our  State.  We  are  daily  getting  the  most  authentio 
intelligence  of  bodies  of  men  enlisted  and  armed  in  order  to 
assist  the  enemy.  We  much  fear  that  they,  co-operating  with  the 
enemy,  may  seiae  such  passes  as  will  cut  off  the  communication 
between  the  army  and  us,  and  prevent  your  supplies.  »  *  *  • 
We  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  propriety  of 
sending  a  body  of  men  to  the  Highlands  or  Peekskill,  to  secure 
the  passes,  prevent  insurrection,  and  overawe  the  disaffected." 

Washington  transmitted  the  letter  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gross  on  the  12tli.  "I  have  ordered  up,"  writes  he,  "part  of  the 
militia  from  Massachusetts,  under  General  Lincoln,  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  the  conseijuences  which  they  suggest  may  happen,  and 
which  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  conspirators  have  in  contem- 
plation, I  am  persuaded  that  they  are  on  the  eve  of  brealting 
out,  and  that  they  will  leave  nothing  unessayed  that  will  distress 
US,  and  favor  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  as  soon  as  their  schemes 
are  ripe  for  it."  In  fact,  it  was  said  that  the  tories  were  arming 
and  collecting  iu  the  Highlands  under  the  direction  of  disguised 
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o  aid  the  conspiracies  formed  by  Govoruor  Tryou  and 


Aa  a  fiu-ther  precaution,  an  espre^  was  sent  off  by  TVasbirg- 
ton  to  Colonel  Taah,  who,  with  a  regiment  of  New  Hampshire 
militia,  was  on  his  way  frnm  Hartford  to  the  camp,  ordering  him 
to  repair  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Fishliill,  and  there  hold 
himself  at  the  disposition  of  the  committee  of  safety, 

James  Cimton,  ilso,  who  had  charge  of  the  posts  in  the  High- 
lands, was  put  ou  the  ilert  That  trusty  officer  was  now  a  brig- 
adier-general, hivmg  been  promoted  by  Congress,  oa  the  8th  of 
August.  He  was  charged  to  have  all  boats  passing  up  and  down 
the  river  rigidly  se'iiche  1,  and  the  passengers  esamined.  Beside 
the  usual  sentrie'J,  a  baigo,  well  manned,  was  to  patrol  the  river 
opposite  to  ear h  fort  every  mglit ;  all  barges,  row-boats,  and  other 
small  craft,  between  thi,  foit&  in  the  Highlands  and  the  army, 
were  to  be  secured  ia  a  place  of  safety,  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  enemy's  hands  and  giving  intelligence.  Moreover,  a, 
French  engineer  was  sent  np  to  aid  in  strengthening  and  securing 
the  passes.  The  commanding  officers  of  tho  counties  of  Litch- 
field and  Fairield  in  Connecticut,  had,  liiewise,  orders  to  hold 
their  militia  in  readiness  to  render  assistance  in  case  of  insurrec- 
tions in  tho  State  of  New  York. 

So  perilous  appeared  the  condition  of  affairs  to  residents  up 
the  river,  that  John  Jay,  a  member  of  the  New  Yort  Conven- 
tion, and  one  of  the  secret  committee  for  the  dcfeneo  of  the 
Hudson,  applied  for  leave  of  absence,  that  he  might  remove  his 
aged  parents  to  a  place  of  safety.  A  letter  from  him  to  Edward 
Entledge,  of  the  Board  of  "War,  contains  this  remarlsablo  sen- 
tence :  "  I  wish  our  army  well  stationed  in  the  Highlands,  and 
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all  the  lower  couutry  desolated ;  we  might  then  hid  defiance  to 
all  the  farther  efforts  of  the  eueiny  iq  that  quarter." 

Nor  was  this  a  random  or  despairing  wish.  It  shows  a  brave 
spirit  of  a  leading  civilian  of  the  daj,  and  the  sacrifices  that  true 
patriots  were  disposed  to  make  in  the  cause  of  independence. 

But  a  few  days  previously  he  had  held  the  following  language 
10  Gouvemeur  Morris,  chdrman  of  a  special  committee:  "  Had 
I  heen  vested  with  al^olute  power  in  this  State,  I  have  often  said, 
and  still  think,  that  I  would  last  spring  have  desolated  all  Long 
Island,  Staien  Island,  the  city  and  county  of  Wew  York,  and  all 
that  part  of  the  county  of  Westchester  which  lies  below  the 
mountains.  I  would  then  have  stationed  the  main  body  of  the 
army  in  the  mountains  on  the  east,  and  eight  or  ten  tlionsand  men 
in  the  Highlands  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  I  would  have 
dii'ected  the  river  at  Fort  M&ntgomery,  which  is  nearly  at  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  mountains,  to  be  so  shallowed  as  to 
afford  only  depth  sufficient  for  an  Albany  sloop,  and  all  the 
southern  passes  and  defiles  in  the  mountains  to  be  strongly  forti- 
fied. Nor  do  I  think  the  shallowing  of  the  river  a  romantic 
scheme.  Rocky  mountains  rise  immediately  from  the  shores. 
The  breadth  is  not  very  great,  though  the  depth  is.  But  what 
cannot  eight  ov  ten  thousand  men,  well  worked,  effect  ?  Accord- 
ing to  this  plan  of  defence  the  State  would  bo  absolutely  impreg- 
nable agdnst  all  the  world,  on  the  seaside,  and  would  have 
nothing  to  fear  except  from  the  way  of  the  lake.  Should  the 
enemy  gain  the  river,  even  below  the  mountiuns,  I  think  I  fore- 
see that  a  retreat  would  becomo  necessary,  and  I  can't  forbear 
wishing  that  a  desire  of  saving  a  few  acres  may  not  lead  us  into 
difficulties. "  * 
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Three  dnys  after  this  remartahle  letter  was  written,  the 
enemy's  ships  did  gam  the  river ;  and  two  days  afteiwiirds, 
0:'t  1  er  11th  Eeed  the  adjutant-general,  the  eoufldaut  of  Wash- 
ington a  councils  writes  to  his  wife  from  Harlem  Heights :  "  My 
II  st  panguine  viens  do  not  extend  further  than  keeping  oar 
roinlheie  till  thia  campaign  closes.  If  the  enemy  incline  to 
1  e  H  u'!  it  19  lesolved  to  risk  an  engagement,  for,  if  we  cannot 
flght  them  on  this  groond,  we  can  on  none  ia  America.  Tlic 
ships  are  the  only  circumstances  unfayorable  to  its  here." 

On  the  sime  day  that  this  letter  was  written,  a  small  vessel, 
■^1  piiggcd  with  ^  topsaU,  was  descried  from  Mount  Washing- 
ton coming  down  the  river  with  a  fresh  hreeze.  It  was  sus- 
j  ecti,d  by  these  on  the  look-out  to  be  one  of  the  British  tenders, 
inl  thty  g^\e  it  a  shot  from  a  twclvc-pounder.  Their  aim  was 
unfortunately  toa  tiue.  Three  of  the  crew  were  tilled  and  tho 
taptain  wounded  It  proved  to  be  Washington's  yacht,  which 
hal  mn  up  the  luer  previously  to  the  enemy's  ships,  and  was 
now  un  its  ittuiu  * 

*  Heath's  Memoirs. 
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"  If  General  Lee  should  be  in  Philadelpliia,"  writes  John  Jay  to 
Rutledge,  "  pray  h^tea  his  clepai-ture — ^he  is  much  wanted  at 
New  York."  Tho  successes  of  Loe  at  the  South  wore  contrasted 
by  many  with  the  defeat  on  Long  Island,  and  evacuation  of 
New  York,  and  they  began  to  consider  him  the  main  hope  of  the 
army.  Hazard,  tht  jostm  it  wr  t  ng  f  om  Ila  le  H  ghte  to 
General  Gates  oa  th    11th  I  unent      t  u   fortune  that  Lee 

should  have  been  to  th  south  a  1  f  r  beve  al  months  pa  t  b  t 
adds  eheeringlj,  "  1  e  s  es]  e  ted  here  to  Itv 

Joseph    TiTimb  11     the    com     asary  general      1       w    t        o 
Gates  under  the  s.  me  date        General  L  o    s  to  be  he      th 
eveniDg.     Ho  left  Ph  ladelpb  <i    n  Ihc  Stl 

Lee,  tho  object  of  so    nanj  bo]  os  was  a  tu  Uy  n  the    J 
Keys,  on  his  way  to  the  camp      Ho  wr  t  s  f  o       V  nl  oy  on  th 
12th,  to  the  President    i  Congi  ss    nfo  m  d^  him  th  t  tho  He 
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sians,  encamped  opposite  oa  Staten  Island,  had  disappeared  oa  tlie 
preceding  night,  quitting  the  island  entirely,  and  some  great 
measure  was  believed  to  be  in  agitation.  "  I  am  confident," 
writes  he,  "  they  will  not  attack  Greneral  Washington's  lines ;  such 
a  measui-e  is  too  absurd  for  a  man  of  Mr.  Howe'a  genius ;  and  un- 
lesa  they  have  received  flattering  aecoiints  from  Bnrgojne,  that  te 
will  be  able  to  effectuate  a  junction  (which  1  conceive  they  liave 
not),  they  will  no  longer  remain  ticking  their  heels  at  New  York. 
They  will  put  the  place  m  a  respectable  state  of  defence,  which, 
with  their  command  of  the  waters,  may  be  easily  done,  leave  four 
or  five  thousand  men,  and  direct  their  operations  to  a  more  de- 
cisive object.  They  will  infallibly  proceed  either  immediately  up 
tht  liver  Delawiie  with  then  whole  troops,  or,  what  is  more  pro- 
Ini  le  land  somewhere  about  South  Amboy  or  Shi-ewsburj,  and 
maich  J,t^^lght  to  Trenton  or  Burlington.  On  tbe  supposition 
tliit  this  will  be  the  c  s«e  what  are  we  to  do  ?  What  force  have 
we  ''  Whit  ruems  hitc  we  to  prevent  their  possessing  them- 
selves of  Philadelphia  ?  General  Waahiugton'a  army  cannot  pos- 
sibly keep  pace  with  them.  The  length  of  his  route  is  not  only 
infinitely  greater,  but  his  otetruotiona  almost  insuperable.  lu 
wliort,  before  he  could  cross  Hudson  Eiver,  they  might  be  lodged 
and  strongly  fortified  on  both  banks  of  the  Delaware,  *  " 
Fov  Heaven's  sake,  arouse  yourselves !  For  Heaven's  sake  let 
ten  thousand  men  be  immediately  asacmblod,  and  stationed  some- 
where about  Trenton.  In  my  opinion,  your  whole  doponda  upon 
it.  I  set  out  immediately  for  head-quarters,  where  I  shall  com- 
municate my  apprehension  that  such  will  be  the  next  operation 
of  the  enemy,  and  urge  the  expediency  of  sparing  a  part  of  his 
army  (if  he  has  any  to  spare)  for  this  object."  * 
''  Am.  Arcliives,  Stk  Sen«s,  ii.  1003. 
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On  tho  very  morning  that  Lee  was  writing  this  lettor  at  Am- 
boy,  Washington  reeeived  intelligence  hy  express  from  General 
Heath,  stationed  above  King's  Bridge,  that  the  enemy  wore  land- 
ing with  artillery  on  Throg'a  Week*  in  the  Sound,  about  nine 
miles  from  the  camp.  Washington  surBiised  that  Howe  was  pur- 
suing his  orginal  plan  of  getting  into  tlio  rear  of  the  American 
army,  cutting  off  its  supplies,  which  were  chiefly  derived  from 
the  East,  and  interrupting  its  communication  with  the  main 
country.  Officers  were  ordered  to  their  alarm  posts,  and  the 
troops  to  be  ready,  under  arms,  to  act  as  oceaaon  might  require. 
Word,  at  the  same  time,  was  sent  to  Genera!  Heath  to  dispose  of 
the  troops  on  his  side  of  King's  Bridge,  and  of  two  militia  regi- 
ments posted  on  the  banks  of  Harlem  River  opposite  the  camp, 
in  such  manner  as  he  should  think  necessary. 

Having  made  all  his  arrangements  as  promptly  as  possible, 
Washington  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode  over  towards  Throg's 
Neck  to  reconnoitre. 

Throg's  Neck  is  a  peninsula  in  Westchester  County,  stretch- 
ing upwards  of  two  miles  ioto  the  Sound.  It  was  separated  from 
the  mainland  by  a  narrow  creek  and  a  mansh,  and  was  surrounded 
by  water  every  high  tide.  A  bridge  across  a  creek  connecting 
with  a  ruined  causeway  across  the  mai'sh,  led  to  tlio  mainland,  and 
the  upper  efld  of  the  creek  was  fordable  at  low  water.  Early  in 
th  m  mng,  eighty  or  ninety  boats  full  of  mpn  had  stood  up  the 
&  nd  t  1  Montresor's  Island,  and  Long  Island,  and  had  landed 
t  J  t  tho  number  of  four  thousand  on  Throg's  Point,  the  es- 
t  e  ty  f  the  neck.  Thence  their  advance  pushed  forward 
t  wai  I  th    causeway  and  bridge,  to  secure  that  pass  to  the  main- 

ucirfoii,  the  iiiimc  of  the  original 
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land.  Geuoral  Heatt  liad  been  too  rapid  for  tliein.  Colonel 
Hand  and  iiis  Pluladelphia  riflemen,  the  same  wto  had  cheeked 
the  British  advance  on  Long  Island,  had  taken  up  the  plaaks  of 
the  bridge,  and  posted  themselTes  opposite  the  end  of  the  causeway, 
whence  they  commenced  firing  with  their  rifles.  They  were  soon 
reinforced  by  Colonel  Preseott,  of  Bunker's  HOI  renowji,  with  his 
regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Bi'yant  of  the  artillery,  with  a  tliree- 
ponuder.  Checked  at  this  pass,  the  British  moved  toward  the 
head  of  the  creek ;  hero  they  found  the  Americana  in  possession 
of  the  ford,  wKcro  they  were  reinforced  by  Colonel  Graham,  of 
the  New  York  line,  with  his  re^ment,  and  Lientenant  Jackson 
of  the  artillery,  with  a  six-pounder.  These  skilful  dispositions 
of  his  troop?  by  General  Heath  had  brought  tie  enemy  to  a 
stand.  By  the  time  Washington  arrived  in  the  vicinity,  the 
Britihh  had  encamped  on  the  neck ;  the  riflemen  and  yagers  keep- 
ing lip  a  scattering  fire  at  each  other  across  the  marsh;  and  Cap- 
tuin  Bryant  now  and  then  saluting  the  enemy  with  tis  field-piece. 

Having  surveyed  the  ground,  Washington  ordered  works  to 
he  thrown  up  at  the  passes  from  the  neck  to  the  mamland.  Tlie 
British  also  threw  up  a  work  at  the  end  of  the  causeway.  In  the 
afternoon  nine  ships,  with  a  gieat  numbei  of  sthooners  sloojs 
and  flat-bottomed  boats  Ml  of  men  pissed  through  Hell  Gite 
towards  Throg's  Point  and  information  ic  eivcd  fiom  two  de 
sorters,  gave  Washington  leafon  to  tcbeve  that  the  greater  jart 
of  the  enemy's  forces  were  ^^itlierng  m  tnat  jm  tei  Gener<il 
McDougall's  brigade,  m  which  were  Oolonol  Smallw  od  and  the 
independent  companiei  wis  SLnt  m  thL  evening  to  stiengthen 
Heath's  division  at  King  s  Bii  Ige,  anl  to  throw  np  works  oppo 
site  the  ford  of  Harlem  Kivcr. 

Greene,  who    had  heard  of  the    landing   of  the   enemy  at 
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Throg's  Neok,  wrote  over  to  Wasliington,  from  Port  Constitutiou, 
informmg  him  that  he  had  three  brigades  ready  to  joia  him  if 
required.  "  If  the  troops  are  wanted  over  your  side,"  said  he, 
"  or  likely  to  fco  so,  they  should  be  got  over  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  night,  as  the  shipping  may  moYe  up  from  below,  and  impede, 
if  not  totally  stop  the  troops  from  passing.  The  tents  upon 
Staten  Island,"  he  added,  "  had  all  beea  Btraclr,  as  far  as  oould 
■^^e  ascertained."     It  was  plain  the  whole  scene  of  action  was 


On  the  Idth,  General  Lee  arrived  in  camp,  where  he  was 
welcomed  as  the  harbinger  of  good  luck.  Washington  was  ab- 
sent, visiting  the  posts  beyond  King's  Bridge,  and  the  passes 
leading  from  Throg's  Neck ;  Leo  immediately  rode  forth  to  join 
liim.  No  one  gave  Iiim  a  sincerer  greeting  than  the  commander- 
in-chief;  'vvho,  diffident  of  hia  own  military  knowledge,  had  a 
high  opinion  of  that  of  Lee.  Ho  immediately  gave  him  com- 
mand of  the  troops  above  King's  Bridge,  now  the  greatest  part 
of  the  army,  but  desired  that  he  would  not  exercise  it  for  a  day 
or  two,  until  he  had  time  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  localities 
and  arrangements  of  the  post;  Heath,  in  the  interim,  held  tlie 
command. 

Lee  was  evidently  elevated  by  hia  successes  at  the  South,  and 
disposed  to  criticise  disparagingly  the  military  operations  of 
other  commanders.  In  a  letter,  written  on  the  day  of  his  arrival 
to  bis  old  a^ociate  in  arms,  General  G-ates,  he  condemns  the  po- 
sition of  the  army,  and  censures  Washington  for  submitting  to 
the  dictation  of  Congress,  whose  meddlesome  instructions  had 
produced  it.  Inter  nos,"  writes  ho,  "  the  Congress  seem  to 
stumble  every  step.  I  do  not  mean  one  or  two  of  the  cattle,  but 
the  whole  stable.     I  have  been  very  free  in  delivering  my  opinion 
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to  tlicm.  In  my  opiuioD  General  Washington  is  muuli  to  bhmie 
in  not  menacing  'era  with  resignation,  unless  they  refrain  from 
unhinging  the  army  fay  their  absurd  interference. 

"Keepus  Ticonderoga;  much  depends  upon  it.  We  ought 
tti  have  an  army  in  the  Delaware.  I  have  roared  it  in  tho  oars  of 
Congress,  tut  carent  aurihus.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  if  we  do 
meet  again — why,  we  shall  smile."  * 

In  the  mean  time.  Congress,  on  the  11th  of  October,  having 
heard  of  the  ingress  of  the  Phocnis,  Roebuck  and  Tartar,  passed 
a  resolution  that  General  Washington  he  desired,  if  it  be  prac- 
ticable, by  every  art,  and  at  whatever  expense,  to  obstruct  effect- 
ually the  navigation  of  the  North  River  between  Fort  Washing- 
1  M      t  C      1 1  t  w  11 1   J  t  th  f  th 

mj  lltlyg  I       thidt^imlm 

Id  1         fl    t    g     IT     m  t  Wial       t      ii  Id 

d     f  y  th    16tl      t  L        h     1  1      t  t  wh   h 

11  tl     m  J  1    w        p         t  pt    g  '  d    n 

th     b  t  d  w  11        C   1      1   K  wh         nm     d  1  th 

tOi    )       L  tt        f    m   th     C  t  1  f    m       1     d     1 

h  t    t  w  d  th     t    b  1  f  ti 

1     fl    ted       th      pp     p    ts   f  th    St  t         t  11  d 

fmd       t        w       lilw^ttlli  th        ft         f 

1  my  to    ur        d  th        mj        II      p  1   V  w       th       1 

Ifmungmthi  tjt  Mhttlld 

and  awtdting  there  the  menaced  attack :  the  strength  of  the  posi- 
tion was  urged ;  its  being  well  fortified,  and  extremely  difficult  of 
access.     Lee,  in  reply,  scoffed  at  the  idea  of  a  p 
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merely  because  its  approaches  were  difficalt.  How  could  thej 
think  of  holdiog  a  poaition  where  the  enemy  were  so  strong  in 
front  and  rear ;  where  ships  had  the  eommand  of  the  water  on 
each  aide,  and  where  King's  Bridge  was  their  only  pass  by  which 
to  escape  from  being  wholly  enclosed?  Had  not  their  recent  ex- 
perience on  LoDg  Island  and  at  New  York  taught  them  the  dan- 
ger of  aaoh  positions  ?  "  For  my  part,"  said  he,  "  I  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  islands  to  which  you  have  been  clinging 
so    pertinaciously — I   would   give    Mr.    Howe   a  fee-simple   of 

"After  much  consideration  and  debate,"  says  the  reeerdof  the 
council,  "  the  followmg  ijaestion  was  stated  :  Whetlier  (it  having 
appeared  that  the  obstructions  in  the  North  Biver  have  proved  in- 
sufficient, and  that  the  enemy's  whole  force  is  now  in  our  rear  on 
Frog  Point)  it  is  now  deemed  possible,  in  oar  situation,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  cutting  off  the  communioation  with  the 
country,  and  compelling  us  to  fight  them  at  all  disadvantages 
or  surrender  prisoners  at  discretion?  " 

All  agreed,  with  but  one  dissenting  voice,  that  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  prevent  the  communication  from  being  cut  off,  and  that 
one  of  the  conscc[uenoes  mentioned  in  the  question  must  follow. 

Tho  dissenting  voice  was  that  o£  General  George  Clinton,  a 
brave  downright  man,  but  little  versed  in  the  science  of  warfare. 
He  could  not  comprehend  the  policy  of  abandoning  so  strong  a 
position ;  they  were  equal  in  number  to  tbe  enemy,  and,  as  they 
must  fight  them  somewhere,  could  do  it  to  more  advantage 
there  than  any  where  else.  Clinton  felt  as  a  guardian  of  thi 
Hudson  and  the  upper  country,  and  wished  to  meet  the  enemy,  aa 
it  were,  at  the  very  threshold. 

As  the  resolve  of  Congress  seemed  imperative  with  regard  lo 
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Fort  Wasliiugtou,  that  post,  it  was  agreed,  should  he  "  retained 
as  long  as  possible," 

A  atroug  garrison  was  aeeordinglj  placed  in  it,  composed 
chiefly  of  troops  from  Magaw'a  and  Sbee'a  Pemiaylvania  regi- 
ments, the  latter  under  Lieuteaaat-colonel  Lambert  Cadwalader, 
of  Philadelphia,  Shee  havmg  obtained  leave  of  absence.  Colonel 
Magaw  was  put  in  command  of  the  post,  and  Boleranly  charged 
by  Wa,shington  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extrcmify.  The  name  of 
the  opposite  post  on  the  Jerseyahore, where  Greene  was  stationed, 
was  changed  from  Fort  Constitution  to  Fort  Lee,  in  honor  of  the 
general.  Lee,  in  fact,  was  the  military  idol  of  the  day.  Even 
the  family  of  the  commander  in-chief  joined  in  paying  him  homage. 
Colonel  Tench  Ttlghman,  Washington's  aide-de-camp,  in  a  letter 
to  a  friend,  writes :  "  Tou  ask  if  Ueueral  Lee  is  in  health,  and 
our  people  bold.  I  aiMwer  both  in  the  affirmative.  Hia  appear- 
ance amODgat  ua  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  latter," 
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Pebvious  to  decamping  from  Manhattan  Islancl,  Washiiigtori 
formed  four  divisions  of  the  army,  wliieh  were  respectively  as- 
signed to  Generals  Lee,  Heath,  Sullivan  (recently  obt^ned  in 
exchange  for  General  Preacott),  and  Lincoln.  Lee  was  stationed 
on  Valentine's  Hill  on  the  mainland,  immediately  opposite  King's 
Bridge,  to  cover  the  transportation  across  it  of  the  military  stores 
and  heavy  ba^age.  The  other  divisions  were  to  form  a  chain  of 
fortified  posts,  extending  about  thirteen  miles  along  a  ridge  of 
hills  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bronx,  from  Lee's  camp  up  to  the 
village  of  White  Plains. 

Washington's  head-quarters  continued  to  be  on  Harlem 
Heights  for  several  days,  during  wtich  time  he  was  continually  in 
the  saddle,  riding  about  3  broken,  woody,  and  half  wild  country, 
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forming  posta,  and  choosing  sitea  for  breastworks  aniJ  redoubts. 
By  his  skilful  disposition  of  the  army,  it  was  protected  in  its 
whole  length  hy  the  Bronx,  a  narrow  hut  deep  stream,  fringed 
with  trees,  wliich  ran  along  the  foot  of  the  ridge;  at  the  same 
time  his  troops  fecod  and  oatfianked  the  enemy,  and  covered  the 
roads  along  which  the  stores  and  baggage  had  to  be  transported. 
On  the  2l3t,  he  shifted  his  head-quarters  to  Valentine's  Hill,  and 
on  the  23d  to  Whiti,  Plains  whori,  he  stationed  liimself  in  a. 
tortifie  1  tamp 

Whdt  ho  WIS  tliu'^  mec^&antly  m  action.  General,  now  Sir 
V>  Hum  Howe  (having  icecntly  in  irward  for  hie  services,  been 
mide  t  knight  companion  of  the  Bath),  remained  for  six  days 
ja  'five  m  his  camp  on  Thrcgs  Pomt,  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
•iiipphes  and  icintorcements  instead  of  pushing  across  to  the 
Hudson  and  thiowing  himbclf  between  Washington's  army  and 
the  upper  country.  His  inaction  lost  him  a  golden  opportunity. 
By  the  time  hia  supplies  arrived,  the  Americans  had  broken  up 
tho  causeway  leading  to  the  mainland,  and  taken  positions  too 
strong  to  be  easily  foreed. 

Eluding  himself  headed  in  this  direction,  Sir  William  re- 
embarked  part  of  his  ti-oops  in  flat  boats  on  the  18th,  crossed 
Eastchester  Bay,  and  landed  on  Pell's  Point,  at  tie  mouth  of 
nutchinson's  Elver.  Here  he  was  joined  in  a  few  hours  by  the 
liiaiu  body,  with  the  ba^age  and  artillery,  and  proceeded 
through  the  manor  of  Pelhant  towards  New  Eochelle;  still  with 
a  view  to  get  above  Washington's  army. 

In  their  march,  the  British  were  waylaid  and  harassed  by 
Colonel  Glover  of  Massachusetts,  with  his  own.  Reed's,  and 
Shopard's  regiments  of  infantry.  Twice  the  British  advance 
guard  were  thrown  into  confusion  and  driven  bafik  with  severe 
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loss,  by  a  sharp  fire  from  behind  stone  fences.  A  tliird  time  th-jy 
advanced  in  solid  colurana.  The  Americans  gave  them  repeated 
volleja,  and  then  retreated  ■with  the  loss  of  eight  killed  and 
thirteen  wounded,  among  whom  was  Colonel  Shepard.  Colonel 
Glover,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  with  him  in  thia 
skirmish,  received  the  public  thanks  of  Washington  for  their  merit 
and  good  behavior. 

On  the  2l3t,  General  Howe  was  encamped  about  two  miles 
north  of  New  Bochelle,  with  his  ontposts  extending  to  Maujaroueek 
on  tho  Sou]id.  At  the  latter  place  w^  posted  Colonel  Rogers, 
the  renegade,  as  he  was  called,  with  the  Queen's  Rangers,  hits 
newly-raised  corps  of  loyalists. 

Ilearing  of  this,  Lord  Stirling  resolved,  if  possible,  to  cut  ofi" 
this  outpost  and  entrap  the  old  hunter.  Colonel  Haslet,  of  his 
brigade,  always  prompt  on  such  occawoua,  undertook  the  exploit 
at  the  head  of  seven  himdred  and  fifty  f  th  D  1  ware  troops, 
who  bad  fought  so  bravely  on  Long  II  1  W  th  these  he 
orosaed  the  line  of  the  British  march  un  1       vered  upon 

the  post ;  drove  in  the  guard ;  kiU«  1  1  te  t  and  several 
men,  and  brought  away  thii'ty-six  pr  w  th       pair  of  col- 

ors, sixty  stands  of  arms,  and  other  spoils.  He  missed  tlio  maiii 
prize,  however. — Rogers  skulked  off  in  the  dark  at  the  first  fire. 
He  was  too  old  a  partisan  to  be  easily  entrapped. 

For  this  exploit,  Colonel  Haslet  and  his  men  were  publicly 
thanked  by  Lord  Stirling,  on  parade. 

These,  and  other  spirited  and  suoeessful  skirmiahes,  while 
they  retarded  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  had  the  far  more 
important  effect  of  exercising  and  animating  the  American  troops, 
and  accustoming  them  to  danger. 

While  in  this  nei^borhood,  Howe  was  reinforced  by  a  b.;go.'!(1 
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division  of  Hessians  under  General  Knjphauaen,  and  a  regiment 
of  "Waldeckera,  botli  of  which  had  recently  arrived  in  New  Yorls. 
He  waa  joined,  also,  by  the  whole  of  the  seventeentli  light-dra- 
goons, and  a  part  of  the  sixteenth,  which  had  arrived  on  the  3d 
instant  from  Ireland,  with  Lieutenant-colonel  (afterwards  Earl) 
Harcourt,  Some  of  their  horses  had  been  brought  with  them 
aoross  the  sea,  others  had  been  procured  since  their  arrival. 

The  Americans  at  first  regarded  these  troopers  with  great 
dread.  Washington,  therefore,  took  pains  to  convince  them,  that 
in  a  rough,  broken  country,  like  the  present,  full  of  stone  fences, 
no  troops  were  so  inefficient  as  cavalry.  They  could  be  waylaid 
and  picked  off  by  sharp-shooters  from  behind  walla  and  thickets, 
while  they  could  not  leave  the  road   to  pursue  their  covert  foe. 

Further  to  inspirit  them  against  this  new  enemy,  he  proclaim- 
ed, in  general  orders,  a  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  every 
trooper  brought  in  with  hb  horse  and  accoutrements,  and  so  on, 
in  proportion  to  the  completeness  of  the  capture. 

On  the  25th,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  intelligence 
was  brought  to  head-qnarters  that  three  or  four  detachments  of 
the  enemy  were  on  the  march,  within  four  miles  of  the  camp,  and 
the  main  army  following  in  columns.  The  drums  beat  to  arms; 
the  men  were  ordered  to  their  posts ;  au.  attack  was  espected. 
The  day  passed  away,  however,  without  any  demonstration  of  the 
enemy.  Howe  detached  none  of  his  force  on  lateral  expeditions, 
evidently  meditating  a  general  engagement.  To  prepare  for  it, 
Washington  drew  all  his  troops  from  the  posts  along  the  Bronx 
into  the  fortified  camp  at  White  Plaina  Here  every  thing 
remained  quiet  but  expectant,  throughout  the  26th.  In  the 
morning  of  the  27th,  which  was  Sunday,  the  heavy  booming  of 
cannon  was  lieard  from  a  distance,  seemingly  in  the  direction  of 
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Fort  Washington.  Scouts  galloped  off  to  gyin  intelligeuco. 
"We  will  anticipate  their  roport. 

Two  of  the  British  frigates,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
had  moved  up  the  Hudson,  and  come  to  anchor  near  Boardet^.'s 
Ferrj,  helow  the  Morris  House,  Washington's  old  head-quartere, 
apparently  with  the  intention  of  stopping  the  ferry,  and  cutting 
off  the  commiiuication  hetweea  Fort  Lee  and  Fort  Washington, 
At  the  same  time,  troops  made  their  appearance  on  Harlem 
PlMns,  where  Lord  Percy  held  command.  Colonel  Morgan 
immediately  manned  the  lines  with,  troops  from  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Washington.  The  ships  opened  a  fire  to  enfilade  and  dis- 
lodge them.  A  fcarbette  battery  on  the  clifis  of  the  Jersey 
shore,  left  of  the  ferry,  lired  down  upon  the  frigate,  but  with  little 
effect.  Colonel  Magaw  got  down  an  eighteen- pounder  to  the 
lines  near  the  Morris  House,  and  fired  fifty  or  sixty  rounds,  two 
balls  at  a  time.  Two  eigh teen-pounders  were  likewise  brought 
down  from  Fort  Lee,  and  planted  opposite  the  ships.  By  the  fire 
from  both  shores  they  were  hulled  repeatedly. 

It  was  the  thundering  of  these  cannonades  which  had  reached 
Washington's  camp  at  White  Plains,  and  even  startled  the  High- 
lands of  the  Hudson.  The  ships  soon  hoisted  all  sail.  The 
foremost  slipped  her  cable,  and  appeared  to  be  in  the  greatest 
confusion.  She  eould  make  no  way,  though  towed  by  two  boats. 
The  other  ship  seeing  her  distress,  sent  two  barges  to  her  assist- 
ance, aad  by  the  four  boats  she  was  dragged  out  of  reach  of  the 
American  fire,  her  pumps  going  all  the  time.  "  Had  the  tide  been 
flood  one  half  hour  longer,"  writes  General  G-reene,  "  we  should 
have  sunk  her." 

At  the  time  that  the  fire  from  the  ships  began.  Lord  Percy 
brought  up  his  field-pieces  and  mortars,  and  made  an  attack  upon 
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the  lines.  He  was  resoluteiy  answered  by  tlie  troops  sent  dowu 
from  Fort  Washiugton,  and  Bevoral  Hessians  were  killed.  An 
occasional  firing  was  kept  up  until  evening,  wken  the  stips  fell 
down  the  river,  and  the  troops  which  had  advancDd  on  Harlem 
I'lains  drew  within  their  lines  again. 

"  We  take  this  day's  movement  to  be  only  a  feint,"  writes  one 
of  tho  garrison  at  Port  Lee ;  "  at  any  rate,  it  is  little  honorable 
to  tho  red  coats."  Its  chief  effect  was  to  startle  the  distant  camp, 
and  astound  a  quiet  country  with  the  thundering  din  of  war. 

Tlie  celehrated  Thomas  Paine,  author  of  "Tho  Rights  of 
Man,"  and  other  political  works,  was  a  spectator  of  the  affair 
from  the  rocky  summit  of  the  Palisades,  on  the  Jersey  shore 

While  these  things  were  passing  at  Port  Washington,  Lee  had 
struck  his  tents,  and  with  the  rear  division,  eight  thousand 
strong,  the  haggago  and  artillery,  and  a  train  of  waggons  four 
miles  long,  ladea  with  stores  and  ammunition,  was  lumbering 
along  the  rough  country  roads  to  join  the  main  army.  It  was 
not  until  Monday  morning,  after  being  on  the  road  all  night, 
that  he  arrived  at  White  Plains. 

Washington's  camp  was  situated  on  high  ground,  facing  the 
ea^t.  The  right  wing  stretched  towards  the  south  along  a  rocky 
hill,  at  tho  foot  of  which  the  Bronx,  making  an  elbow,  protected 
it  in  flank  and  rear.  The  left  wing  rested  on  a  small,  deep  lake 
among  the  hilis.     The  oamp  was  strongly  intrenched  in  front. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  camp,  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  height  on  which  it  stood  by  the  Bronx  and  a 
marshy  interval,  was  a  corresponding  height  called  Chattertoa's 
Hill.  As  tbis  partly  commmanded  the  rigbt  flank,  and  as  the 
intervening  bend  of  the  Bronx  was  easily  passable,  Washington 
had  stationed  on  its  summit  a  militia  regimeot. 
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The  whole  eucampment  was  a  temporary  one,  to  be  chauged 
as  soon  as  the  military  stores  collected  tliere  could  he  removed; 
and  now  that  General  Lee  was  arrived,  Washington  rode  out  with 
him,  aod  other  general  officers  who  were  off  duty,  to  reconnoitre 
a  height  which  appeared  more  eligible.  When  arrived  at  it,  Lee 
pointed  to  another  on  the  north,  still  more  commanding.  "  Yon- 
der,'' said  he,  "  is  the  gromid  we  ought  to  occupy."  "  Let  ua 
go,  then,  and  view  it,"  replied  Washington.  They  were  gently 
riding  in  that  direction,  when  a  trooper  came  spurring  np  hia 
pauting  horse.  "  The  British  are  in  the  camp,  sir !"  cried  he. 
"  Then,  gentlemen,"  said  Washington,  "  we  have  other  business 
to  attend  to  than  recocnoitriug."  Putting  spurs  to  his  horse,  he 
set  off  for  the  camp  at  full  gallop,  the  others  spurring  after  him. 

Arrived  at  head-quarters,  he  was  informed  by  Adjutant-general 
Eeed,  that  the  picket  guarcls  had  all  been  driven  in,  and  the 
enemy  were  advancing  :  but  that  the  whole  American  army  was 
posted  in  order  of  battle.  "  Gentlemen,"  said  Washington,  turn- 
ing calmly  to  his  companions,  "  yon  will  return  to  your  respective 
posts,  and  do  the  best  you  can," 

Apprehensive  that  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  get  possession 
of  Chatterton's  Hill,  he  detached  Colonel  Haslet  with  his  Dela- 
ware regiment,  to  reinforce  the  militia  posted  there.  To  these  he 
soon  added  General  McDougall's  brigade,  composed  of  Smalt- 
wood's  Mai-ylanders,  Ritaema's  New  Yorkers,  and  two  other  regi- 
meEts.  These  were  much  reduced  by  sickness  and  absence. 
General  McDoiigall  had  command  of  the  whole  force  upon  the 
hill,  which  did  not  exceed  1,600  men. 

These  dispositions  were  scarcely  made,  when  the  enemy  ap- 
peared glistening  on  the  high  grounds  beyond  the  village  of  White 
Plains.    They  advanced  in  two  columns,  the  right  commanded  by 


,v  Google 


1776]  -CHE    ENEMY    AT    WHITE    PLAINS.  369 

Sir  Hei;ry  Clinton,  the  left  by  the  Hessian  general,  De  Ileisten 
There  was  also  a  troop  of  horse;  so  formidable  in  the  inexpe- 
rienced eyes  of  the  Americaiis,  "  Tt  was  a  brilliant  but  formida^ 
He  sight,"  writes  Heath  in  his  memoira  "  The  sun  shone  bright, 
their  arms  glittered ;  and  perhaps  troops  never  were  shown  to 
iijore  adrantage." 

For  a  time  they  halted  in  a  wheat  field,  behind  a  rising 
ground,  and  the  genera!  officers  rodo  up  in  the  centre  to  hold  a 
coiisultatio!!.  Washington  supposed  they  were  preparing  to 
iittauk  him  in  front,  and  such  indeed  was  their  intention ;  but  the 

m    d    gh     ht    1  (  h  tf    t        Hllhd      ughtSu-Will    m 
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site  the  hill;  under  cover  of  which,  the  troops  of  General  Leslie 
hastened  to  construct  the  bridge.  In  so  doing,  they  were  severe- 
ly galled  by  two  field-pieces,  planted  on  a  ledge  of  rock  on  Chat- 
terton'a  Hill,  and  in  charge  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  youthful 
captain  of  artillery,  Smallwood's  Maryland  battalion,  also,  kept 
np  a  sharp  fire  of  small  arms. 

As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  finished,  the  British  and  Hessians 
under  Leslie  rushed  over  it,  formed,  and  charged  up  the  hill  to 
take  HamUton's  two  fleld-piecea.  Three  tiinos  the  two  field- 
pieces  were  discharged,  ploughing  the  ascending  columns  from 
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liOl-top  to  riyer,  while  Smallwood's  "  blue  and  buff"  Marjknd- 
ers  kept  up  tlioir  voUoja  of  musketry. 

In  the  mean  time,  Rahl  and  his  Hessian  brigade  forded  tbe 
Bronx  lower  down,  pusbcd  up  tbe  eoutli  side  of  the  bill,  and 
endeavored  to  turn  McDougall's  right  flank.  The  militia  gave 
the  general  but  little  support.  They  had  been  dismayed  at  the 
oponing  of  the  engagement  by  a  shot  from  a  British  cannon, 
which  wounded  one  of  them  in  the  thigh,  and  nearly  put  the 
whole  to  flight.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  MeDougall  had 
rallied  them,  and  posted  them  behind  a  stone  wall.  Here  they 
did  some  scryice,  until  a  troop  of  British  cayalry,  having  gained 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  camo  on,  brandishing  their  sabres.  At  their 
first  charge  tho  militia  gave  a  random,  scattering  fire,  then  broke:, 
and  fied  in  complete  confusion. 

A  brave  stand  was  made  on  tbe  summit  of  tic  bill  by  Has- 
let, EitEcma,  and  Smallwood,  with  their  troops.  Twice  they  re- 
pulsed horse  and  foot,  British  and  Hessians,  until,  eraraped  for 
room  and  greatly  outnumbered,  they  slowly  and  sullenly  retreat- 
ed down  the  noi-tb  aide  of  the  hill,  where  there  was  a  bridge 
across  the  Brons,  Smallwood  remained  upon  the  ground  for 
some  time  after  tho  retreat  had  begun,  and  received  two  flesh 
wounds,  one  in  tho  hip,  the  other  through  the  arm.  At  the 
bridge  over  tbe  Bronx,  the  retreating  troops  were  met  by  Gene- 
ral Putnam,  who  was  coming  to  their  assistance  with  Beall's 
brigade.     In  tbe  rear  of  this  they  marched  back  into  the  camp. 

The  loss  on  both  sides,  in  this  short  but  severe  action,  was 
nearly  equal.  That  of  the  Americans  was  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners.  At 
first  it  was  thought  to  be  much  more,  many  of  the  militia  and 
a,  few  of  the  regulars  being  counted  as  lost,  who  had  scattered 
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tliemaelvcs  amorg  the  hills,  but  afterwards  returned  to  head- 
quarters. 

The  British  army  now  rested  with  their  left  wing  on  the  hill 
they  had  just  taken,  and  which  thoy  were  busy  mtronching, 
They  were  extendmg  their  right  wing  to  the  left  of  the  Ameri- 
can lines,  so  that  their  two  wings  and  centre  formed  nearly  a 
semicircle.  It  was  evidently  their  design  to  outflanli  the  Ameri- 
can camp,  and  get  in  the  rear  of  it.  The  day,  however,  heing 
far  advanced,  was  suffered  to  pass  without  any  further  attack ; 
but  the  morrow  was  looked  forward  to  for  a  deadly  conflict. 
Washington  availed  himself  of  this  interval  to  have  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  aa  much  of  the  stores  as  possible,  removed  from  the 
Lamp  "  The  two  armies, '  says  Gencial  Heath  m  hit,  Memoiri, 
'  liy  looking  at  each  other,  withm  long  cannon  shut  In  the 
night  time  the  Biititi.  lighted  «p  i  ■vast  numhei  of  fiies,  the 
weathei  growing  pretty  cold  The^o  fiief,  some  on  the  level 
ground,  some  at  the  toot  oi  the  hills,  and  at  lU  distances  to  then 
brows,  some  ot  which  were  lofty,  seemed  to  the  eye  to  mix  with 
the  stars  The  Ameiitan  side  doubtless  exhibited  to  them  a 
'imiiar  appeaianee  " 

Dnrjng  this  anxioiia  night,  Washington  was  assiduously 
occupied  throwmg  back  has  right  wing  to  stronger  ground , 
doubling  his  mtrenchmenta  and  constiuctmg  thiee  redoubts, 
with  a  line  in  front,  on  the  summit  of  his  post  The<ie  works 
WLie  piimipdlly  intcndtd  for  defence  against  email  aims,  and 
were  thiown  up  with  a  lapidity  that  to  the  enemy  must  hue 
■savored  of  magic  They  were,  in  fact,  made  ot  the  stxlk's  id 
Indian  fom  or  maize  takt,n  from  t  ncigbbonng  com  field  and 
pulled  up  with  the  earth  clmgmg  m  masses  to  the  luge  lo  i(s 
'  The  roots  of  the  stalt",    says  Heath,  "  jnd  earth  on  them  plaoed 
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in  the  face  of  tlie  works,  answered  the  purpose  of  sods  and 
fascines.  The  tops  being  pla««d  inwards,  as  the  loose  earth  was 
tin-own  upon  them,  became  as  so  manj  trees  to  the  work,  whioh 
waa  carried  up  with  a  despatch  scarcely  eoueeiTahle. 

In  the  moniiBg  of  the  29th,  when  Howe  beheld  how  greatly 
Washington  had  improved  his  position  and  strengthened  it,  by 
what  appeared  to  he  solidly  eonstructed  worts,  he  postponed  his 
meditated  assault,  ordered  up  Lord  Percy  from  Havlem  with  the 
fourth  brigade  and  two  battalions  of  the  sisth,  and  proceeded  to 
throw  up  lines  and  redoubts  in  front  of  the  Amcrii^an  camp,  as 
if  preparing  to  cannonade  it.  As  the  enemy  were  endeavoring 
to  outflank  him,  especially  on  his  right  wing,  Washington  appre- 
hended one  of  their  objects  might  be  to  advance  a  part  of  their 
force,  and  seize  on  Pine's  Bridge  over  Croton  fiiver,  which  would 
cut  off  his  communication  with  the  upper  country.  General 
Beall,  with  three  Maryland  i-egimeuts,  was  sent  off  with  all 
expedition  to  secure  that  paas.  It  was  Waahington''!  idea  that, 
having  possession  of  Croton  Hiver  and  the  passes  in  (he  High- 
lands, his  army  would  be  safe  from  further  puisuit,  and  have 
time  to  repose  after  its  late  excessive  fatifjuo,  aud  would  be  fresh, 
and  ready  to  hara^  the  enemy  should  they  think  ht  to  winter 
up  the  country. 

At  present  nothing  could  exceed  the  war-worn  condition  of 
the  troops,  unseasoned  as  they  were  to  this  kind  of  service,  A 
scornful  letter,  written  at  this  time  by  a  British  officer,  to  his 
friend  in  London,  gives  a  picture  of  the  ragged  plight  to  which 
they  were  reduced,  in  this  rainy  and  inclement  season.  "  The 
rebel  army  are  in  so  wretched  a  condition  as  to  clothing  and 
accoutrements,  that  I  believe  no  nation  ever  saw  such  a  set  of 
tatterdemalions.     There  are  few  coats  among  them  but  what  are 
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out  at  elbowa,  and  in  a  whole  regiment  there  ia  scarce  a  pair  of 
hreeehes.  Judge,  then,  how  they  must  he  pinched  by  a  winter's 
campaign.  Wc,  who  are  warmly  clothed  and  well  cijaipped, 
already  feel  it  severely ;  for  it  ia  even  now  much  colder  than  I 
ever  felt  it  in  England." 

Alas  for  the  poor  half-naked,  weather-beaten  patriots,  who 
had  to  cope  with  these  well-fed,  well-clad,  ■well-appointed  merce- 
naries !  A  lettor  written  at  the  very  same  date  (October  31),  by 
General  George  Clinton,  shows  what,  in  their  forlorn  plight,  they 
had  to  grapple  with. 

"  We  had  reason,"  writes  he,  "  to  apprehend  an  attack  last 
night,  or  by  daylight  thia  morning.  Our  lines  were  manned  all 
night  in  conseciuence ;  and  a  moat  horrid  night  it  was  to  lay  in 
eold  trenches.  Uuoovered  as  wo  are,  daily  on  fatigue,  making 
redoubts,  flochcs,  abattis,  and  retreating  from  them  and  the  little 
temporary  huts  made  for  our  comfort  before  tbey  are  well  fin- 
islied,  I  fear  will  ultimately  destroy  our  army  without  fighting."* 
"  However,"  adds  he,  honestly,  "  I  would  not  be  understood  to 
condemn  meahures.  They  may  be  right  for  aught  I  know.  I 
do  not  understand  much  of  the  refined  art  of  war ;  it  is  said  to 
consist  in  stratagem  and  deception."  In  a  previous  letter  to  the 
same  friend,  in  a  moment  of  hurry  and  alai-m,  he  writes,  "  Pray 
let  Mrs.  Clinton  know  that  I  am  well,  and  that  she  need  not  bo 
uneasy  about  me.     It  would  be  too  much  honor  to  die  in  so  good 

Clinton,  as  we  have  before  intimated,  waa  an  honest  and  ar- 
dent patriot,  of  resolute  spirit,  and  plain,  direct  good  sense; 
but  an  inexperienced   soldier.     Hia   main  idea  of  warfare  was 

*  Geoiga  Clinton  to  John  McKesson,  Opt.  31.      Am.  ArGliivos,  5tli  Surius, 
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Btraightforwarcl  fighting;  and  he  was  greatly  perplexed  hy  the 
continual  strategy  wliict  'Waahington''s  situation  required.  One 
of  the  aides-de-camp  of  the  latter  had  a  truer  notion  on  the  sub- 
ject. "  The  campaign  hitherto,"  said  he,  "  has  heen  a  fair  trial 
of  generalship,  ia  which  I  flatter  myself  we  have  had  the  advan- 
tage. If  we,  with  OUT  motley  army,  ean  keep  Mr.  Howe  and  his 
grand  appointment  at  bay,  I  think  we  shall  make  no  contemptihle 
military  figure."  * 

On  the  night  of  the  31st,  Washington  made  another  of  those 
moves  which  perplexed  the  worthy  Cliut^on.  In  the  eourso  of 
the  night  he  shifted  his  whole  position,  set  fire  to  the  harne  and 
out-houses  containing  forage  and  stores,  whieh  there  was  no  time 
to  remove,  and,  leaving  a  strong  rear-guard  on  the  heights,  and 
in  the  neighhoring  woods,  retired  with  his  main  army  a  distance 
of  five  miles,  among  the  high,  roeky  hills  about  Northcastla 
Here  he  immediately  set  to  work  to  bitreneh  and  fortify  himself; 
his  policy  at  this  time  being,  as  he  used  to  say,  "  to  fight  with 
the  spade  and  mattock." 

General  Howe  did  not  attempt  to  dislodge  him  from  this  fast- 
ness. He  at  one  time  ordered  an  attack  on  the  rear -guard,  but  a 
violent  rain  prevented  it,  and  for  two  or  three  days  he  remained 
seemingly  inactive.  "  All  matters  are  as  quiet  aa  if  the  enemy 
were  one  hundred  miles  distant  from  us,"  writes  one  of  "Washing- 
ton's aides  on  the  2d  of  November.  During  the  night  of  the 
4th,  this  quiet  was  interrupted.  A  mysterious  sound  was  heard 
in  the  direction  of  the  British  camp ;  like  the  rumbling  of  wag- 
gons and  artillery.  At  daybreak  tlio  meaning  of  it  was  discov- 
ered.    The  enemy  were  decamping.     Long  trains  were  observed, 

*  Tench  Tilghman  to  Williitm  Diior,  Oct.  :!!. 
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defiling  across  Vwe  Lilly  uouutrj,  alung  the  roads  leading  to 
Dobba'  Ferry  on  the  Hudson.  The  movemeat  continued  for 
three  succesaive  days,  until  their  whole  force,  British  and  Hes- 
sians, disappeared  from  White  Plains. 

The  night  after  thair  departure  a  party  of  AmericaDs,  heated 
■with  lic[uor,  set  fire  to  tho  court-house  and  other  edifices  in  the 
village,  as  if  thoy  had  belonged  to  tho  enemy ;  an  outrage  which 
called  fortli  a  gpneral  order  from  WaeHngton,  espresslye  of  his 
indignation,  and  threatening  the  pprpetratovs  with  signal  punish- 
ment wheu  detected.  We  notice  this  matter,  because  in  British 
accounts,  the  burning  of  those  buildings  had  been  charged  upon 
Washington  himself;  being,  no  doubt,  confounded  with  tlie  hurn- 
jng  of  the  barns  and  out-houses  ordered  by  him 
encampment. 


I  shifting 
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re  t!  e  pe  ul  t  ns  tit  head,  ^u  te  s  oa  the  aud  len 
!  t  of  the  enemy  Wa'^hington  wr  te's  to  General  W  U  jin 
L  vmgstou  (now  fi'ove  n  of  the  Je  oj  )  They  hive  ^one 
towards  the  North  K  ve  and  K  ng  8  B  l^e  'i  m  wpj  e 
they  aie  go  ng  into  w  nter  juarters  and  w  11  s  t  d  wn  n  N  w 
Yo  k  with  t  d  ng  more  than  mve  tmg  To  t  Wial  ngton  I 
cannot  snh  cr  b  wholly  to  th  s  oj  n  on  my&elf  Thdt  they  w  11 
invest  Eo  t  Wash  ngt  n  a  a  matte  of  vh  h  there  can  ho  no 
do  bt  and  i  th  nk  there  is  a  t  onj,  jr  balil  tj  that  General 
Howe  V  11  letach  a  pirt  of  1  ?  f  r  e  to  m  1  e  in  ncn  s  nn  nt 
the  Te  ys  pr  v  le  1  he  s  go  ng  t  New  Y  rl  He  mu  t  t 
temjt  ometh.  n^  on  aee  unt  of  h  b  e{  tat  n  t  what  h-\  he 
dc  e  as  yet    t  th  h  s  g  e  t  irmy 

In  the  same  letter  he  ex[  rea  el  1  l.  lete  n  nit  on  oon  a 
it  should  appear  that  the  present  mante  vre  wis  a  re  1  e  reat 
aud  not  a  feint  to  throw  ovei  a  body  of  troops    uto  the  Jerseys 
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to  assist  in  cheeking  Howe's  progress.  He,  moreover,  reconi' 
mended  to  the  governor  to  have  the  militia  of  that  State  put  on 
the  best  possihle  footing,  and  a  part  of  them  held  in  roadiaesa 
to  taie  the- place  of  the  State  levies,  whose  term  of  service  would 
soon  expire.  He  advised,  also,  that  the  inhatitants  contiguous 
lo  the  water,  siiould  be  prepared  to  remove  their  stock,  grain, 
effects,  and  carriages,  on  the  earliest  notice. 

In  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  lie  charged  General  Greene, 
should  Howe  iavest  Fort  Washington  with  part  of  his  force,  to 
give  the  garrison  all  po^ible  assistance. 

On  the  following  day  {Nov.  8),  his  aide-de-camp.  Colonel 
TilgBman,  writes  to  General  Greene  from  head-quarters :  "  The 
enemy  are  at  Dobbs'  Ferry  with  a  great  number  of  boats,  ready 
to  go  into  Jersey,  or  proceed  up  the  river." 

Greene  doubted  any  intention  of  the  enemy  to  cross  the 
river  j  it  might  only  he  a  feint  to  mislead ;  still,  as  a  precaution, 
he  had  ordered  troops  up  from  the  flying  camp,  and  was  posting 
them  opposite  Dobbs'  Ferry,  and  at  other  passes  where  a  landing 
might  be  attempted;  the  whole  being  under  the  command  of 
Genera!  Mercer. 

Afta  1  at  Fort  'W  a  hmgton  soon  settled  the  question  of  tho 
enemy  s  mtentinns  with  rcgai  I  to  it  Lord  Percy  took  hia  sta- 
tion with  a  1  ody  of  trooj.s  lefire  (he  lines  to  the  south.  Knyp- 
1  uien  alvai  ced  m  the  north  The  Americans  had  previously 
abandoned  F  rt  In  1  ]^  eudence  burnt  its  barracks,  and  removed 
the  stoio^  and  eann  n  Cr  s'lug  King's  "Bridge,  Knyphausen 
to<k  a  position  between  it  and  Fort  Washington.  The  approach 
to  the  f  )rt  m  th  s  iidc,  was  exceedingly  steep  and  rocky ;  as, 
iiidted  werp  ill  itf  appioaches  excepting  that  on  the  south, 
wueie  the  counti\  wis  more  open  and  the  ascent  gradual.     The 
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fort  could  not  hold  within  its  walla  above  one  thousand  men;  the 
rest  of  the  troops  were  distributed  about  the  linos  and  outworks. 
Wiile  the  fort  was  thua  menaced,  the  chevaus-de-friBe  liad  again 
proved  inefficient.  On  the  night  of  the  6th,  a  frigate  and  two 
transports,  bound  up  to  Dobbs'  Ferry,  with  supplies  for  Howe's 
army,  had  broken  through ;  though,  according  to  Greene's  ac- 
count, not  without  being  consiclerabiy  shattered  by  the  batteries. 

Informed  of  these  facts,  Wasbingtoa  wrote  to  Greene  on  tho 
8th :  "  If  we  cannot  prevent  vessels  from  passing  up  the  river, 
and  the  enemy  arc  possessed  of  all  the  surrounding  country, 
what  valuable  purpose  can  it  answer  to  hold  a  post  from  which 
the  expected  benefit  cannot  be  had  ?  I  am,  therefore,  inclined  to 
think,  that  it  will  not  be  prudent  to  hazard  the  men  aud  stores  at 
Mount  Washington;  but,  as  you  are  on  the  spot,  I  leave  it  to 
you  to  givG  such  orders  as  to  evacuating  Mount  Washington  as 
you  may  judge  best,  and  so  far  revoking  the  orders  given  to 
Colonel  Magaw,  to  defend  it  to  the  last." 

Accounts  had  been  received  at  head-CLuarters  of  a  consider- 
able movement  on  the  preceding  evening  {Nov.  7tli),  simong  the 
enemy's  boats  at  Dobba'  Perry,  with  the  intention,  it  was  said,  of 
penetrating  the  Jerseys,  and  falling  down  upon  Fort  Lee. 
Washington,  therefore,  in  the  same  letter  directed  Greene  to  ^ 
have  all  the  stores  not  necessary  to  the  defence  removed  imme- 
diately, and  to  destroy  all  the  stock,  the  hay  and  grain,  in  the 
neighborhood,  whieb  the  owners  refused  to  remove.  "  Expe- 
rience has  shown,"  adds  he,  "  that  a  contrary  conduct  is  not  of 
the  least  advantage  to  the  poor  inhabitants,  from  whom  all  their 
effects  of  every  kind  are  taken  without  distinction  and  without 
the  least  satisfaction." 

Greene,  in  reply  {Nov.  9th),  adhered  with  tenacity  to  the 
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policy  of  maintainiBg  Fort  Washington.  "  The  enemy,"  said  he, 
"  must  invest  it  with  douhle  the  number  of  men  reqiiired  for  its 
defence.  'Jhey  must  keep  troops  at  King's  Bridge,  to  cut  off  all 
eommunieation  witli  the  coimtry,  and  in  considerable  force,  for 
fiar  of  au  attack."  He  did  not  consider  the  fort  in  immediate 
danger.  Colonel  Magaw  thought  it  wonld  take  the  enemy  until 
the  end  of  December  to  carry  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the  garrison 
eould  at  any  time  he  brought  off,  and  even  the  stores  removed, 
should  matters  grow  desperate.  If  the  enemy  should  not  find  it 
au  object  of  importance  thcj  would  not  trouble  themselves  about 
it;  if  they  shruld  it  would  be  a  proof  that  they  felt  an  icjury 
from  its  bein^  naintamed  The  giving  it  up  would  open  for 
them  a  free  lommumcation  ■with  the  country  by  tie  way  of 
King's  Bridgi  * 

It  is  doubtful  when  oi  wheie  Washington  received  this  letter, 
as  lie  left  tlie  cimp  at  Noithci-atle  at  eleven  o'clock  of  the  follow- 
ing morning.  There  being  still  einsiderable  uncertainty  as  to 
the  inteations  of  tl  o  enemy  all  his  arrangements  were  made 
aeeordingly.  All  tho  tioopi  beloi  g  ng  to  the  States  west  of  the 
Hudson,  were  to  be  stationed  m  tho  Jerseys,  under  command  of 
General  Putnam  Lord  Stirling  liad  already  been  sent  forward 
with  the  Marvland  and  Virginia  troops  to  Peekskill,  to  cross  the 
river  at  Kings  Perry  Amther  dmsion  composed  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Massachusetts  troops  under  General  Heath,  was  to 
co-operate  with  tl  o  briga  le  ot  New  "i  ork  militia  under  General 
George  Clinton,  m  secuiing  the  Highland  poste  on  both  sides  of 
the  river. 

The  troops  which  would  remain   at   Northcaatle  after  the 
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departure  of  Heatt  and  his  divisioD,  were  to  be  commauded  by 
Lee.  "Waahington'a  letter  of  instructions  to  that  general  is  char- 
aeteriaed  by  his  own  modesty,  and  his  deference  for  Lee's  supe- 
rior military  experience.  He  su^ests,  rather  than  orders,  yet  his 
letter  is  sufficiently  esplicit.  "  A  little  time  now,"  writes  he, 
"  must  manifest  the  enemy's  designs,  and  point  out  to  you  tlie 
measures  proper  to  be  pursued  by  that  part  of  the  anny  under 
your  command.  I  shall  give  no  directions,  therefore,  on  this  head, 
having  the  most  entire  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  military 
exertions.  One  thing,  however,  I  will  suggest,  namely,  that  tho 
appearance  of  embarking  troops  for  the  Jerseys  may  be  intended 
as  a  feint  to  weaken  us,  and  render  the  post  we  now  hold  more 
vulnerable,  or  the  enemy  may  find  that  troops  are  assembled  with 
more  expedition,  and  in  greater  numbers,  than  they  expected,  on 
the  Jersey  shore,  to  oppose  them ;  and,  as  it  is  possible,  from 
one  or  other  of  these  motives,  that  they  may  yet  pay  the  party 
under  year  command  a  visit,  it  will  be  unnecessary,  I  am  per- 
suaded, to  recommend  to  you  the  propriety  of  putting  this  post, 
if  you  stay  at  it,  into  a  proper  posture  of  defence,  and  guarding 
against  surprises.  But  I  would  recommend  it  to  your  considera- 
tion, whether,  under  the  suggestion  above,  your  retiring  to  Croton 
Bridge,  and  some  strong  post  still  more  easterly  (covering  the 
passes  through  the  Highlands),  may  not  be  more  advisable  than 
to  run  the  hazard  of  an  attack  with  unequal  numbers.  At  any 
rate,  I  think  all  your  baggage  and  stores,  except  such,  as  arr 
necessary  for  immediate  use,  ought  to  be  to  the  northward  of 
Croton  River.  «  *  *  •  You  will  consider  the  post  at  Cro- 
ton's  {or  Pine's)  Bridge  as  under  your  immediate  care.  *  * 
*  *  If  the  enemy  should  remove  the  whole,  or  the  greater 
part  of  their  force  to  the  west  side  of  Hudson's  River,  1  have 
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no  doubt  of  your  following  with  ali  possible  dispatcli,  leaving  the 
militia  and  inviilids  to  cover  tlie  frontiers  nf  OonnGcticut  in  case 
of  need." 

We  have  been  miuute  in  stating  these  matters,  from  their 
bearing  on  subsequent  operations. 

Oa  the  10th  of  Norentber,  Washington  left  the  camp  at  North- 
castle,  at  11  o'olock,  and  arrived  at  PeekskUl  at  sunset;  whither 
General  Heath,  witli  his  diTision,  had  preceded  him  hy  a  few 
hours.  Lord  Stirling  was  there,  likewise,  having  effected  the 
trail gportation  of  tho  Maryland  and  Virginia  troops  across  the 
river,  and  landed  them  at  the  ferry  south  of  Stony  Point ;  though 
a  hotter  landing  was  subsequently  found  north  of  the  point.  His 
lordship  had  thrown  out  a  scouting  party  in  the  advance,  and  a 
hundred  men  to  take  posaossion  of  a  gap  in  the  mountain,  througt 
which  a  road  passed  toward  the  Jerseys. 

Washington  was  now  at  the  ontranoe  of  the  Ilighlanda,  that 
grand  defile  of  the  Hudson,  tho  object  of  so  muoh  preeaution 
and  solicitude.  On  the  foUowing  morning,  accompanied  by  Gene- 
rals Meath,  Stirling,  James  and  George  Clinton,  Mifflin,  and 
others,  he  made  a  military  visit  in  boats  to  tte  Highland  posts. 
Fort  Montgomery  was  in  a  considerable  state  of  forwardness, 
and  a  work  in  tho  vicinity  was  projected  to  co-operate  with  it. 
Fort  Constitution  commanded  a  sudden  bend  of  the  river,  but 
Lord  Stirling,  in  his  repurt  of  inspection,  had  intimated  that  the 
fort  itself  was  commanded  by  West  Point  opposite.  A  glance 
of  tho  eye,  without  going  on  shore,  was  sufficient  to  convince 
Washington  of  the  fact  A  fortress  subsequently  erected  on  that 
pointj  has  been  considered  tho  Key  of  the  Highlands. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  at  an  early  hour,  Washington 
rode  out  with  General  Heath  to  reconnoitre  the  east  side  of 
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the  Hudson,  at  the  gorge  of  the  Highlands.  Heniy  Wisner,  in  a 
report  to  the  New  York  Convention,  Lad  mentioned  a  hill  to  the 
north  of  Peek'ili.iU,  bo  situ  ited,  with  the  road  winding  along  the 
side  of  it,  that  ten  men  on  the  top,  by  rolling  down  stones, 
might  prevent  ten  thousand  from  passing  "  I  believe,"  said  he, 
"  nothing  more  need  be  done  than  to  keep  great  quantities  of 
stones  at  the  diffeicnt  places  whore  tlie  tioops  most  pass,  if  they 
attempt  penetrating  the  mountains." 

Near  Robinson's  Bridge,  in  this  vicinity,  about  two  miles 
from  Pcokskill,  Washington  chose  a  placo  where  troops  should 
be  stationed  to  cover  the  soath  entrance  into  the  mountains;  and 
hero,  afterwards,  was  established  an  important  military  depot 
called  Continental  Village. 

On  the  same  day  {12tb),  he  wrote  to  General  Leo,  inclosing  a 
copy  of  resolutions  just  received  from  Congress,  respecting  levies 
foi'  the  new  army,  showing  the  importance  of  immediately  begin- 
ning the  recruiting  service.  If  no  commissioners  arrived  from 
Rhode  Island,  he  waa  to  appoint  the  officers  recommended  to  that 
State  by  General  Greene.  "  I  cannot  conclude,"  adds  he,  "  with- 
out reminding  you  of  the  military  and  other  stores  about  yooi' 
encampment,  and  at  Northcastle,  and  to  press  the  removal  of 
them  above  Oroton  Bridge,  or  such  other  phuies  of  security  as 
you  may  think  proper.  General  Howe,  having  sent  no  part  of 
his  force  to  Jersey  yet,  makes  the  measure  moro  necessary,  as  he 
may  turn  his  views  another  way,  and  attempt  their  destruction." 

It  was  evidently  Washington's  desire  that  Lee  should  post 
himself,  as  soon  as  possible,  beyond  the  Croton,  where  ho  would 
be  safe  from  surprise,  and  at  hand  to  throw  his  troops  promptly 
across  the  Hudson,  should  the  Jerseys  be  invaded. 

Having  made  all  those  surveys  and  arrangements,  Washington 
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placed  Heath  in  tte  geueral  command  of  tlie  Highlands,  ■with 
writteu  instructions  to  fortify  tJie  passes  with  all  possible  despatch, 
nd  diiettiona  how  the  t  oop**  were  to  be  distributed  on  both 
\  les  (f  the  tiTcr  and  hete  we  tate  oc:,a&ion  to  give  some 
pers  ml  njt  oe  of  tbia  trusty  nfliter 

Heath  was  now  in  the  f  itieth  yeir  of  h  «  ige.  Like  many 
ff  the  noted  ofSceia  of  the  Eevilut  m  ho  bad  been  brought  up 
in  lural  lite  on  an  beieditary  farm  near  Host  n ;  yot,  according 
to  Li-j  own  account  thouf,h  jassi  nately  fond  of  agricultural 
pnriuitp  bo  bad  abo  almost  from  childbtod  a  great  relish  for 
military  affaiis  and  bad  tudied  eveiy  ticatise  on  the  subject 
in  thi,  Ejngbsh  language  «o  that  he  considered  himself  "  fully 
10  juainted  with  the  theoiy  of  wir  m  all  its  branches  and  duties, 
ti  )iii  tho  pnvite  soldier  ti  the  commander  m  ohief." 

Ho  de-jcribes  bimwlf  to  le  of  a  middling  stature,  light 
LompIeMon  very  corpulent  anl  bald  beaded  so  that  the  French 
c&ceis  who  ':or\el  m  Ameiica  conipaied  bim  in  person,  to  tbo 
Mai  juis  of  Grinby  * 

Such  w  as  the  oflicor  intru  te  I  with  the  command  of  the  High- 
lind  passe  and  encamped  at  PeeLikdl  their  portal.  We  shall 
find  bim  faithful  to  bis  trust  "oiupulous  m  obpyiiip  the  letter  of 
bn  mstructions  but  sturdy  and  punctibous  ut  resisting  any 
undue  assumption  of  auth  iity 

*  Haatii's  Meruoirs. 
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DcEiNc  hi-j  biief  ind  Lu^y  bijnura  at  Pr^'L.ski!!  WasLingtm 
received  impoitant  infelligenco  from  the  Noitliern  army  d 
peeially  tlut  part  of  it  on  Lake  Champl  un  under  the  comuiaad 
ot  Geneial  flatea  A  sbght  lutrospect  of  affairs  m  that  quarter 
IS  proi)er  beioie  ne  proceed  to  naiiate  the  eventful  campaign  in 
the  J(,rBey« 

The  pieparations  for  the  defcni-e  of  Tioonderoga,  and  tho 
nautical  seiviee  on  the  lake  had  met  with  diffifulties  at  eveiy 
step  At  lenj^h,  by  the  middle  of  \ugust  a  t>mall  flotilla  was 
completed,  composed  of  a  sloop  aod  schooner  each  of  twelve  guns 
(six  and  four  pounders),  two  schooners  mounting  eight  guns  each, 
and  five  gondolas,  each  of  three  guns.  The  flotilla  was  subse- 
quently augmented,  and  the  command  given  by  Gates  to  Arnold, 
in  compliance  with  the  advice  of  Washington ;  who  had  a  high 
opinion  of  that  officer's  eaergy  intrepidity,  and  fertility  in  ex- 
pedients. 
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Sir  G-ay  Carlcton,  in  the  mean  time,  was  straining  every  nerve 
for  the  approaching  oonflict.  The  successea  of  the  Britisli  foreoa 
on  tke  seaboard,  liad  excited  the  zealous  rivalry  of  the  forces  in 
Oauada.  The  commanders,  newly  arrived,  were  fearful  the  war 
might  he  brought  to  a  close,  before  they  could  liavo  an  oppor- 
tunity to  share  in  the  glory.  Hence  the  ardor  with  which  they 
encountered  and  vanquished  ohstaolea  which  might  otherwise 
have  appeared  insuperable.  Vessels  were  brought  from  Eaglaad 
in  pieces  and  put  together  at  St.  Johns,  boats  of  various  kinds 
and  sizes  were  transported  over  land,  or  dragged  up  the  rapids  of 
the  Sorel.  T!io  soldiers  shared  with  the  seamen  in  the  toil. 
The  Canadian  farmei's,  also,  were  taien  from  their  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  compelled  to  aid  in  tJieso,  to  them,  unprofitable 
labors.  Sir  G-uy  was  full  of  hopo  and  ardor.  Should  ho  get  tho 
command  of  Lakes  Champlain  and  George,  the  northern  part  of 
New  York  would  bo  at  hLs  mercy;  before  winter  set  in  ho  might 
gain  possession  of  Albany.  He  would  then  be  able  to  co-operate 
with  General  Howo  in  eevering  and  subduing  the  northern  and 
southern  provinces,  and  bringing  tho  war  to  a  speedy  and  tri- 
umphant close. 

In  despite  of  every  exertion,  three  months  elapsed  before 
Ills  armament  was  completed.  Winter  was  fast  approaching. 
Before  it  arrived,  the  success  of  his  brilliant  plan  required  that  he 
shoald  fight  his  way  across  Lake  Champlain ;  carry  the  strong 
posts  of  CrowQ  Point  and  Ticonderoga;  traverse  Lake  George, 
and  pursue  a  long  and  dangerous  march  throiigh  a  wild  and  rug- 
ged country,  beset  with  forests  and  morasses,  to  Albany.  That 
was  the  first  post  to  the  southward  wliere  be  expected  to  find  rest 
and  winter  quarters  for  his  troops.* 

«  Civil  War  in  America,  vol.  i.  p.  212. 
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By  the  montli  of  Oetuljer,  between  twenty  a'ld  thirty  sail 
were  adoat,  and  ready  for  action.  The  9ag-ship  (the  Inflexible) 
moonted  eighteen  twelve-poimders ;  the  rest  were  ganboats,  a 
ffondola  and  a  flat-bottomed  vessel  called  a  radean,  and  named 
the  Tltvnderer;  carrying  a  battery  of  sis  twenty-four  and  twelve 
sis-pounders,  besides  howitzers.  The  gunboats  mounted  brass 
fleldpieees  and  howitzers.  Seven  hundred  seamen  navigated  the 
fleet ;  two  liuudred  of  them  were  volunteers  from  the  transports. 
The  guns  were  worked  by  detaehments  from  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery. In  a  word,  according  to  Britisli  accounts,  "  no  ei^uipment 
of  the  kind  was  ever  better  appointed  or  more  amply  furnished 
with  every  kind  of  provision  necessary  for  the  intended  service."  * 

Captain  I'ringle  conducted  the  armament,  but  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  was  too  full  of  zeal,  and  too  anxious  for  the  event,  not  to  head 
the  enterprise  ;  he  accordingly  took  his  station  on  the  deck  of  the 
fiag-ship.  They  made  sail  early  in  October,  in  quest  of  tlio 
American  squadron,  which  was  said  to  bo  abroad  upon  the  lake. 
Arnold,  however,  being  ignorant  of  tlic  strength  of  the  enemy, 
and  unwilling  to  encounter  a  superior  force  in  the  open  lake,  had 
taken  bis  post  under  cover  of  Valcour  Island,  in  the  upper  part 
of  a  deep  channel,  or  strait  between  that  island  and  the  main- 
land. His  force  consisted  of  three  schooners,  two  sloops,  three 
galleys  and  eight  gondolas ;  carrying  in  all  seventy  gnns,  many 
of  them  eighte  en-pounders. 

The  British  ships,  sweeping  past  Cumberland  Head  with  a, 
fair  wind  and  flowing  sail  on  the  mommg  of  tho  11th,  had  left 
the  southern  end  of  Valcour  Island  astern,  when  they  dis- 
1  Arnold's  fiotilla  anchored  behind  it,  in  a  line  estend- 
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1  g  J,  r  s  the  tr  t  0  uot  I  to  outflanked  Thej  m 
me  1  at  ly  taule  1  lo  e  t  tho  w  nd  and  tr  cd  to  beat  uj  latn 
til    cliiuael       Til    wni    Iiowo  lint  per     t  tl  c  large&t 

of  them  to  nte  Arnold  took  drtntajje  of  tte  e  re  u 
stance  He  was  on  board  of  the  gall  j  Congr«"i  and  lea  in 
the  Im  ad  aneed  with  two  other  galleys  and  tho  schoone 
Eoyil  Sa  aifO  to  attiek  the  malle  ve'W  Is  as  thev  entered 
befor  the  la  go  ones  co  il  1  mo  u;  About  twel  e  o  cloeJ 
the  en  mys  sohoon  Carl  t  n  oj  ned  i  br  k  liie  up  a  the 
Eojal  'aava^  and  the  gj.ll  t  It  wa  as  Ir  kly  r  turn  1 
Seemg  the  enenys  ^  nboats  apjioach  n^  tl  o  V  e  na  n 
deavored  to  return  to  the  Ime      In  &o  d    n^    the  P  _y  1  Sav 

ge  raa  aground  Her  crew  set  b  on  fire  and  alanloned 
1  er  In  abont  an  hour  tl  e  Br  t  hh  brought  all  tlie  r  g  n 
boats  in  a  range  acioss  the  lower  pa  t  f  the  channel  w  th  a 
musket  b  t  f  the  Amer  ana  the  bc!  oone  C  irl  ton  n  the 
advance  Hey  Ian  led  also  a  large  n  mb  r  of  Indians  on 
the  island    to  keep     j       gall  ng  fi  e  trom  the    bore  ipoa  the 

\mer  cans  w  tb  the  r  fl  «  The  act  on  w  J  e  an  o  g  nera! 
and  Y.i3  eve  nl  feangu  nar^  Th  American,  find  ng  th  m 
1  tl  a  hemmo  1  nljaspe  r  for  e  fo  ght  w  th  dea 
I  r  t  n  A  n  1 1  J  aaed  w  th  L  s  j,alley  nto  the  lotte  t  of 
tl  0  fia^t  Tho  Cungre  a  was  bulled  se  eral  t  mea  le  e  ed 
fc  n  shot  bet  veen  w  nd  and  wate  vaa  !  altered  in  m  at 
aul  rggmg  nl  manj  of  the  cren  were  kdiel  or  vounde  1 
The  ardo     of  A  nold  mcrcased  w  tb  b  '<  dange        He  cheered 

n  bs  men  Vy     u        inl  esanple    often    po  nt  ng   tho  ^a  s 
t!    ha  own    hanla      H      vas   ably   secondol   by   Br^ale 
n-  neral  Waterbury   in  tho  Wash  ngton  galley    wl  ch    I  ko  1 
own     eb&el    w  a  ten  lly  cut  up      Tb     contest  lasted  throu^l 
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out  the  da>      (  jr   e  I  on  t  ■«      w  tb  n  a  v       "I "  ^ 

and  on  a  trinp  1  1  ke  almo'it  e  e  j  sli  t  took  eSeet  The 
fi  e  of  tl  e  Inl  n,  t  om  the  eko  e  -was  less  deiily  tiaa  had 
boon  expu  ted  but  the  r  whoops  and  yells  niuelm^  w  th  th 
rattling  of  the  m  sketrj  and  the  th  nd  ng  of  the  a  uon 
increased  the  horrors  of  the  Boene  V  1  mes  of  s  ke  rose 
above  tl  e  icoody  shore  wh  eh  echoed  th  the  nu  ual  d  a 
of  wir  inl  fo  a  t  mo  th  s  lovely  leccsa  of  a  b  aitt  1  and 
peaceful  bl  o  was  reiilered  a  p  rfect  pandemon  um 

The  e  en  n^  1  ew  n  gh  yet  th  contest  was  ndec  ded 
Ciptain  Pr  ngle  -ifter  %  consultat  on  w  tl  "^  r  Guv  Carl  ton 
called  off  tl  bmaller  vess  1  h  oh  h  d  been  engage  1  and 
aneho  i  1  is  whole  etiuad  nut  lino  as  noa  as  p  ss  ble  to 
the  Vm  r  aus  HO  d  t  j  re  eut  tl  r  es  pe  tr  st  ng  t 
capt  tie  wh  of  them  wh  u  the  wind  Bhould  pro  o 
fivurable  a  th  t  he  oill  l  ng  h  s  large  vessels  nto  a  t  on 
Vrn  n    ho  ve  ens.  lie  tl  at    y  th  h  s    nt     or  a  d  c  p 

pled  fore     all    e   st-m  e  would  be     nava  1  ng   took      Ivtnt  g 
of  a   laik  clo    ly  nght    anl  i  st  onj,   north  w  nl     bin       ssel^ 
slipped   s  lently  through   the   enemy  b   1  ne  w  tho  t  1  e  ug   flu. 
coverel    one  follow  ng  a  1  j,l  t  on  the    tern     t  tl  e     th  r       nd 
bj    d  jl^ht   thej    wee    o  t   of  s  ght      Thej    hid    to   lucl  o 
hoveve      at  Schujle   s  I  land    al  o  t   t  a  miles     p    th     lak 
to   st  I    leaH   anl  make  rej    Xb      Tf,o   of  tho   gonlola     wc  e 
he      Bunk    he  ng  past  remed         Vbo  t  n  on  th     ret  oaf 
res  ime  1    !"  ut  th     w  n  1  !  a  1  b    o  ue  idverse     in  1    they  made 
Lttle  p  og  ess      A  nold  s  galley    the  Congress  the  Wa&h  ugto 
galley   ind  four  gonlolas    all  wl  ch   lad   suffered  severely    a 
the  ht     fight    fell    a  te  n    ot   tl      re  t    of    the      j     1    n     u 
the  CO  rso  of  tho  n  ^It      I     tl  u  mo  ii  n^      h  u  tho      a  1  f t  d 
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a  fog  which  had  covered  the  lake,  they  boheld  the  cnoiuy 
witMn  a  few  miles  of  them  in  full  chase,  while  their  own 
comrades  were  nearly  out  of  sight,  making  the  best  of  their 
way  for    Grown  Point. 

It  was  now  an  aniious  trial  of  speed  and  seamanship.  Ar- 
nold, with  the  crippled  relics  of  hia  squadron,  managed  hy  noon 
to  get  within  a  few  leagnes  of  Crown  Point,  when  they  were  over- 
token  by  the  Inflexible,  the  Carleton,  and  the  schooner  Maria  of 
14  guns.  As  soon  as  they  came  up,  they  poured  in  a  tremendous 
fire.  The  Washington  galley,  already  shattered,  and  having  lost 
most  of  her  officers,  was  compelled  to  strike,  and  General  Water- 
bury  and  the  ci-ew  were  taken  prisoners.  Arnold  had  now  to 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  action.  For  a  long  time  he  was  engaged 
within  musket  shot  with  the  Inflexible,  and  the  two  sohoonevs, 
until  his  galley  was  reduced  to  a  wreck  and  one  third  of  the  crew 
were  killed.  The  gondolas  were  nearly  in  the  same  desperate 
condition;  yet  the  men  stood  stoutly  to  their  guns.  Seeing  reeiat- 
ance  vain,  Arnold  determined  that  neither  vessels  nor  crew  should 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  ordered  the  gondolas  to 
run  on  shore,  in  a  small  creek  in  the  neighborhood,  the  men  to  set 
fire  to  them  as  soon  as  they  grounded,  to  wade  on  shore  with  their 
muskets,  and  keep  off  the  enemy  until  they  were  consumed.  He 
did  the  same  with  his  own  galley ;  remainiog  on  board  of  her  until 
she  was  in  flames,  lest  the  enemy  should  get  possession  and  strike 
his  flag,  which  was  kept  flymg  to  the  last. 

He  now  set  off  with  hia  gallant  crew,  many  of  whom  were  wound- 
ed, by  a  road  through  the  woods  to  Crown  Point,  where  he  ai-rived 
at  night,  narrowly  escaping  an  Indian  ambush.  Two  schooners, 
two  galleys,  one  sloop  and  one  gondola,  the  i-mnnant  which  had 
escaped  of  this  aquadron,  were  at  anchor  at  the  Point,  and  General 
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Waterbury  and  most  of  his  men  arrived  there  the  next  day  oa 
parole.  Seeing  that  the  place  nrnat  soon  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  they  set  fire  to  Ito  houses,  destroyed  every  tiing  they 
could  not  carry  away,  and  emharkiug  in  the  vessels  made  sail  for 


The  loss  of  the  Amerieans  in  these  two  actions  is  said  to  have 
been  between  eighty  and  ninety  men ;  tliat  of  the  Britisli  about 
forty.  It  is  worthy  of  mentionj  that  among  the  young  officers 
in  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  wjuadron,  was  Edward  Pellew,  who  after- 
wards rose  to  renown  as  Admiral  Viscount  Exmouth  ;  celebrated, 
among  other  things  for  his  victory  at  Algiers. 

The  conduct  of  Arnold  in  these  naval  affairs  gained  him  new 
laurels.  lie  was  extolled  for  the  judgment  with  which  he  chose 
his  position,  and  brought  his  vessels  into  action ;  for  his  masterly 
retreat,  and  for  the  self-saorificiog  devotion  with  whicii  he  exposed 
himself  to  tho  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy  in  ooveriug  tlie 
retreat  of  part  of  his  flotilla. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton  took  possession,  of  tho  ruined  works  at  Crown 
Point,  whero  ho  was  soon  joined  by  the  array.  He  made  several 
movements  by  land  and  water,  as  if  meditating  an  attack  upon 
'I'iconderoga ;  pushing  strong  detachments  on  both  sides  of  the 
lake,  which  approached  within  a  small  distance  of  tho  fort,  while 
one  vessel  appeared  within  cannon  sliot  of  a  lower  battery,  sound- 
ing the  depth  of  the  channel,  until  a  few  shot  obliged  her  to  retire. 
General  Gates,  in  the  mean  time,  strengthened  his  works  with 
incessant  assiduity,  and  made  every  preparation  for  an  obstinate 
defence.  A  strong  easterly  wind  prevented  the  enemy's  ships 
from  advancing  to  attack  the  lines,  and  gave  time  for  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements  of  militia  to  the  garrison.  It  also  afforded  time 
for  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  cool  in  ardor,  and  calculate  the  chances 
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a  id  tliP  val  le  of  bucc^9  The  post  fr  m  ita  sti  d^iIi  n  1  tu 
iipan,nt  number  and  rttolution  ot  the  garrison  c  ild  not  b 
taken  without  greit  loss  of  lite  It  taken  the  aeasDu  wa^  now 
too  tar  advan:.  il  to  think  of  passing  Lake  Ge  ige  and  expi-Jing 
thp  aimy  to  the  pciils  of  a  winter  campaign  in  tie  inhospitable 

od  impiaotit^able  wilds  to  the  Bouthwarl  Ticonleroga  too 
L  ull  not  b  kept  duim^j  the  winter  so  thit  tie  only  r^  ult  of 
tat,    ijtuio  wiuld  he  thi,  reluction  of  tin,  work^  a.iid  the  tAmg 

f  om  cannon  all  wh  eh  dama^je  tin.  An  cr  ans  loul  1  i  me  ly 
Icfoie  tho  ojenmjj  of  th(,  summer  campaign      If  Lowcvei    tho 

Icfeaoe  sliould  be  cbdtmate  the  British  aimy  even  if  succeesfitl 
1  ght  sustain  I  1  -J  suftseiLnt  to  ciipplo  its  ojeiations  in  the 
1 3miiig  yeai  * 

Xhe  e  iJicl  othBi  pridcntial  leisoni  induce  1  Cirl  t  n  to 
p\t,  up  lU  attempt  upon  the  foitiess  at  picscnt  wher  toie 
le  cml  aikin^  his  tioop  ho  ret  irncd  to  St  John'?  lud  cantonel 
thtm  in  Canadi  for  tho  wintei  It  was  not  u  1 1  *il  out  tl  e  1  t 
ot  Noiemlcr    tl  j,t  a  le  onnotrn^  paitj    tent  o  t  from  Tic  n 

leroga  by  Gener«kl   Gate"    hi  ought   him  hiol    intelligence  that 

I.  own  Point  wa<!  ib^ndoned   hy  the  enei  v    inl  not  a  hostilt, 

il  m  Bight       4.11  appreheuB    rs  of  an  attack  uj  on  Tioonderof^j. 

I  iring  the  pre    nt  jear  were  it  in  cnl  and  manj  ot  the  tiouj 

tationed  thero  weio  already  on  then  mwch  tjwaid  All  tnj 

Such  yni  the  purport  of  the  news  fioin  the  north  lectived 
bv  Wash  Dgton  at  Peeksnill  It  lelieved  him  for  the  {le&eit 
fi£iQ  all  anxiLty  respecting  affins  on  Lake  Champliin  anl  i,ai 
him  tho  prospect  of  rcmtoreements  from  tliat  quaitfi 
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On  tho  morning  of  the  12tii  of  NoTeml)er,  WasJiington  crossed 
the  Hudson,  to  tho  ferry  telow  Stony  Point,  witt  tlie  residue 
of  the  troopa  destined  for  tho  Jerseys,  l^ar  below  were  to  be 
desci-ied  the  Phccnis,  tho  Roebucii,  and  the  Tartar,  at  anchor 
in  the  bi-oad  waters  of  Haverstraw  Bay  and  the  Tappan  Sea, 
guarding  the  lower  ferries.  The  army,  thus  shut  out  from  the 
nearer  passes,  was  slowly  winding  its  way  by  a  circuitous  route 
through  t!ie  gap  in  the  mountains,  which  Lord  Stirling  had 
secured.  Leaving  the  troops  which  had  just  landed,  to  pursue 
the  same  route  to  the  Haokensach,  Washington,  accompanied  by 
Colonel  Reed,  struck  a  direct  course  for  Fort  Lee,  being  anxious 
about  affairs  at  Port  Washington.  He  anived  there  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  found,  to  his  disappointment,  that  General  Greene 
had  taken  no  measures  for  tho  evacuation  of  that  fortress ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  had  reinforced  it  with  a  part  of  Colonel  Durkoe's 
regiment,  and  the   i-egiment  of   Colonel  Rawlings,  so   that  its 
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gai'isoa  now  r.umbered  upwards  of  two  thousand  men ;  a  great  part, 
however,  were  militia.  "Washington's  orders  for  its  evaouatioLi 
liad,  in  fact,  been  discrctioDary,  ieaying  the  cxcoutioa  of  them 
to  Greene's  judgment,  "  as  being  on  tlie  spot."  The  latter  had 
differed  in  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  sneh  a  measitre;  and 
Ooionel  Magaw,  who  had  charge  of  the  fortress,  was  liliewieo 
eonijdeiit  it  might  be  maintained. 

Colonel  Reed  waa  of  opposite  eoanselsi  but  theu  he  was 
piraonally  inteie^ted  m  the  sifety  of  the  garrison.  It  was  com- 
pDaed  almost  entueiy  if  PonnsjlYania  troops  nnder  Magaw  and 
Lambert  Oadwaladei ,  exceptmg  a  small  detachment  of  Maryland 
iiflemen  commanded  by  Otho  IT.  Williams.  They  were  his 
tiiends  and  neighboi^,  the  lemnant  of  the  ^rave  men  who  had 
sufiered  10  eeyerely  xmder  Atlee  and  Smallwood."  The  fort  was 
no\f  mveated  on  -iil  sides  hat  one ;  and  the  troops  nnder  Howe 
whith  had  been  encamped  it  Dobls  TertT  were  said  to  bo 
moving  down  toward  it  Rced  s  solicitudi,  was  not  shared  by 
the  gimion  itself  C  lonel  Magtw  iti  bra.*  e  commander,  still 
thought  it  was  in  no  immediate  danger 

"Washmgt  jn  wis  much  perpleseJ  The  main  object  of  Howe 
was  slJlI  a  matter  of  doubt  with  him.  lie  could  not  think  that  Sir 
William  was  moving  his  whole  force  upon  that  fortress,  to  invest 
which,  a  pai-t  would  be  sufficient.  He  Buspectod  an  ulterior 
object,  probably  a  Southern  expedition,  as  he  was  told  a  large 
number  of  ships  were  taking  in  wood  and  water  at  Now  York. 
He  resolved,  therefore,  to  continue  a  few  days  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, during  which  he  trusted  the  designs  of  the  enemy 
would  be  more  apparent;   in  the  mean  time  he  would  distribute 

"  W.  B,  Rei^d's  Life  ol'  UeiiA,  i.  263. 
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troops  at  Brunawiok,  Amboy,  -EliBabetlitowii  and  Fort  Lee,  bo  as 
to  he  ready  at  these  various  points,  to  cheek  any  ineuraiona  into 
the  Jerseys. 

In  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress  he  urged  for  an  in- 
crease of  ordnance  and  field-artillery.  The  rough,  hUly  country 
east  of  the  Hudson,  and  the  strongholcla  and  fastaesses  o£  which 
the  Americans  had  possessed  themselves,  had  prevented  the  ene- 
my from  profiting  by  the  superiority  cf  tkcir  artillery ;  but  this 
would  not  be  the  case,  should  the  scene  of  action  change  to  an 
open  champaign  country,  like  the  Jerseys. 

Washington  was  mistaken  in  his  conjecture  as  to  Sir  William 
Howe's  design.  The  capture  of  Fort  Washington  was,  at  present, 
his  main,  object;  and  he  was  encamped  on  Fordham  Heights,  not 
far  from  King's  Bridge,  until  preliminary  steps  should  be  taken, 
la  the  night  of  the  14th,  thirty  flat-bottomed  boats  stole  c[uietly 
up  the  Hudson,  passed  the  American  forts  undiscovered,  and 
made  their  way  through  Spyt  den  Dnivel  Creek  into  Harlem 
River.  The  means  were  thus  provided  for  crossing  that  river  and 
lauding  before  unprotected  parts  of  the  American  works. 

On  the  15th,  General  Howe  scat  ia  a  summons  to  surrender, 
with  a  threat  of  extremities  should  be  have  to  carry  the  place  by 
assault.  Magaw,  in  his  reply,  intimated  a  doubt  that  General 
Howe  would  execute  a  threat  "  so  unworthy  of  himself  and  the 
British  nation ;  but  give  me  leave,"  added  he,  "  to  assure  bis 
Excellency,  that,  actuated  by  the  most  glorious  cause  that  man- 
kind ever  fought  in,  I  am  determined  to  defend  this  post  to  the 
very  last  extremity." 

Apprised  by  the  Colonel  of  his  peril,  General  Greene  sent 
over  reinforcements,  with  an  exhortation  to  him  to  persist  in  his 
defence ;  and  despatched  an  express  to  Washington,  who  was  at 
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HackensaGk,  wliere  the  troop3  which  had  crossed  from  Peekakill 
were  encamped.  It  was  nightfall  when  Washington  arrived  at 
Port  Lee.  Greene  iind  Putnam  were  over  at  the  besieged  fort- 
ress. He  threw  himself  into  a  boat,  and  had  partly  crossed  the 
river,  when  he  met  those  generals  returning.  They  informed 
him  of  the  garrison's  having  heen  reinforced,  and  assured  him 
that  it  was  in  high  spirits,  and  tapsthle  of  making  a  good  de- 
fence. It  was  with  difficulty,  however,  they  eould  prevail  on  him 
to  return  with  them  to  the  Jersey  shore,  for  he  was  excessively 
excited. 

Eai'ly  tho  next  morning  (16th),  Magaw  made  hia  dispositions 
fur  the  expected  attack.  His  forces,  with  the  recent  addition, 
;miuun{ed  to  nearly  throe  thousand  men  As  the  fort  could  nut 
c'lintain  ahove  a  third  of  that  number,  most  of  them  were  ata- 
tiuned  a,bout  the  outworks. 

Colonel  Lambert  Cadwalader,  with  eight  hundred  Pennsyl- 
i  .anians,  was  posted  in  the  outer  lines,  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
south  of  the  fort,  the  side  menaced  by  Lord  Percy  with  sistcen 
hundred  mea.  Uolonel  EawKngS,  of  Maryland,  with  a  body  of 
troops,  many  of  them  riflemen,  was  stationed  by  a  three  gun  bat- 
tery, on  a  rocky,  precipitous  hUl,  north  of  the  fort,  and  between 
It  and  Spyt  den  Duivel  Creek.  Colonel  Baxter,  of  Bucks  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  with  hia  regiment  of  militia,  waa  posted  east 
of  the  fort,  on  rough,  woody  heights,  bordering  the  Harlem  River, 
to  watoh  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  who  had  tiirown  up  redoubts 
on  high  and  commanding  ground,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  apparently  to  cover  the  crossing  and  landing  of  troops 

Sir  William  Howe  had  planned  four  simultaneous  attacks ; 
one  on  the  north  by  Knyphausen,  who  was  encamped  on  the 
York  side  of  King's  Bridge,  wlihin  cannon  shot  of  Fort  Wash- 
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ington,  but  separated  from  it  by  higli  and  rough  hills,  covered 
with  almost  impenetrable  woods.  Ho  was  to  advance  In  two 
columns,  formed  by  detachments  made  from  the  Hessians  of  his 
corps,  the  brigade  of  Rahl,  and  the  regiment  of  Waldcokcrs. 
The  second  attack  was  to  bo  by  two  battalions  of  light  infantry, 
and  two  battalions  of  guards,  tmder  Brigadier-general  Mathew, 
who  was  to  cross  Harlem  River  in  flat-boats,  under  coyer  of  the 
LBdoubta  above  mentioned,  and  to  land  on  the  right  of  the  fort. 
This  attact  was  to  bo  supported  by  the  first  and  second  gren- 
adiers, and  a  regiment  of  light  infantry  under  command  of  Lord 
Comwallia.  The  third  attack,  intended  as  a  feint  to  distract 
the  attention  of  the  Americans,  was  to  be  by  Colonel  Sterling, 
with  the  forty-second  regiment,  who  was  to  drop  down  the  Hai'- 
lem  River  in  bateaux,  to  the  left  of  the  American  lines,  facing 
New  York.  The  fourth  attack  was  to  be  on  the  south,  by  Lord 
Percy,  with  the  English  and  Hessian  troops  under  his  command, 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  American  intrenchments." 

About  aoon,  a  heavy  cannonade  thundering  along  the  rocky 
hiUs,  and  sharp  volleys  of  musketry,  proclaimed  that  the  action 
was  commenced.  Knyphanaen's  division  was  pushing  on  from 
the  north  in  two  columns,  as  had  been  arranged.  The  right  was 
led  by  Colonel  Rahl,  the  loft  by  himself.  Rahl  essayed  to  mount 
a  steep,  broken  height  called  Cock  Hill,  which  rises  from  Spyt 
den  Duivel  Creek,  and  was  covered  with  woods.  Knyphausen  un- 
dertook a  hill  rising  from  the  King's  Bridge  road,  but  soon  found 
himself  entangled  ia  a  woody  defile,  difficult  to  penetrate,  and 
where  his  Hessians  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  three-gun  bat- 
tery, and  Rawlings'  riflemen. 
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Wtile  tMa  was  going  on  at  tlic  nortli  of  tlie  fort,  General 
Matiiew,  ■nitU  his  liglit  infantry  and  guards,  crossed  the  Harlem 
River  in  the  flat-boats,  under  cover  of  a  heavy  firo  from  tlio  re- 
doubts. 

He  made  good  his  landing,  after  being  severely  handled  by 
Jiaxter  and  his  men,  from  behind  rocks  and  trees,  and  the  breast- 
works thrown  up  on  the  steep  rive^  bank.  A  short  contest  onsoed. 
Baxter,  while  bravely  encouraging  his  men,  was  killed  by  a  Brit- 
ish oifieer.  Hia  troops,  overpowered  by  numbers,  retreated  to  tho 
fort.  General  Mathew  now  pushed  on  with  his  guards  and  light 
infantry  to  cut  off  Cadwalader,  That  ofEoer  had  gallantly  de- 
fended the  lines  against  the  attack  of  Lord  Percy,  until  informed 
that  Colonel  Sterling  was  dropping  down  Harlem  River  in  bateaux 
to  flank  the  lines,  and  take  him  in  the  rear.  He  sent  off  .1  de- 
tachment to  oppose  Ms  landing,  ^'hey  did  it  manfully.  About 
ninety  of  Sterling's  men  wore  killed  or  wounded  in  their  boats, 
but  he  persevered,  landed^  and  forced  his  way  up  a  steep  height, 
which  was  well  defended,  gained  the  summit,  forced  a  redoubt, 
and  took  nearly  two  hundred  prisoners.  Thus  doubly  assailed, 
Cadwalader  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  tho  fort.  Ho  was  closely 
pursued  by  Percy  with  his  English,  troops  aad  Hessians,  but 
turned  repeatedly  on  his  pursuers.  Thus  he  fought  his  way  to 
the  fort,  with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  more  taken  prisoners; 
but  marking  his  track  by  tho  number  of  Hessians  slain. 

The  defence  on  the  north  side  of  the  fort  was  equally  obsti- 
nate and  unsuoeessfaL  Rawlings  with  his  Maryland  riflemen 
and  the  aid  of  the  three-gun  battery,  had  for  some  time  kept  the 
left  column  of  Hessians  and  Waldeckers  under  Knyphansen  at  bay. 
At  length  Colonel  Rahl,  with  the  right  column  of  the  division, 
[laving  forced  his  way  directly  up  tho  north  side  of  tho  steep  hill 
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at  Spjt  den  Duivel  Creek,  came  upon  Eawllogs'  men,  wliose 
rifles,  from  frequeat  discharges,  had  tiecorae  foul  and  alniost  use- 
less, drO¥e  tiem  froru  their  strong  post,  and  followed  them  until 
Tjithiu  a  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  where  ha  was  joined  hy 
Knyphausen,  who  had  slowly  made  his  way  through  dense  forest 
and  orer  felled  trees.  Here  they  took  post  behind  a  large 
stone  house,  and  sent  in  a  flag,  with  a  second  summons  to  sur- 
render. 

Washington,  surrounded  hy  several  of  his  officers,  tad  been 
an  anxious  spectator  of  the  battle  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Hudson.  Much  of  it  ■was  hidden  from  him  by  intervening  hills  and 
forest;  but  the  roar  of  cannomy  &om  the  valley  of  Harlem  Biver, 
the  sharp  and  incessant  reports  of  rifl!es,  and  the  smoke  rising 
above  the  tree  tops,  told  him  of  the  spirit  with  which  the  assault 
was  receired  at  various  points,  and  gave  him  for  a  time  a  hope 
that  the  defence  might  be  succe^ul.  The  action  about  the  lines 
to  the  south  lay  open  to  him,  and  could  be  distinctly  seen  through 
a  telescope ;  and  nothing  encouraged  him  more  than  the  gallant 
stylo  in  which  Cadwalader  witii  an  inferior  force  maintained  his 
position.  When  he  saw  him,  however,  assailed  in  flanlt,  the  line 
broken,  and  his  troops,  overpowered  by  numbers,  retreating  to 
the  fort,  he  gave  up  the  game  as  lost.  The  worst  sight  of  all, 
was  to  behold  his  men  out  down  and  bayoneted  by  the  Hessians 
while  beting  quarter.  It  is  said  so  completely  to  liavc  overcome 
him,  that  he  wept  "  with  the  tenderness  of  a  child." 

Seeing  the  flag  go  into  the  fort  from  Knyphansen's  division, 
and  surmising  it  to  bo  a  summons  to  BUiTender,  he  wrote  a  note 
to  Magaw,  telling  him  that  if  he  could  hold  out  until  evening, 
and  the  place  could  not  be  maintained,  ho  would  endeavor  to 
bring  off  the  garrison  in  the  night,     Captain  Gfooch,  of  Boston,  a 
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brave  and  daviug  man,  offered  to  be  tbe  bearer  of  tlie  note.  "He 
ran  down  to  the  river,  jumped  into  a  small  boat,  puslied  over  the 
river,  landed  under  the  banlf,  ran  up  to  the  fort  and  delivered 
the  message  :■ — eamo  out,  ran  and  jumped  over  the  brolien 
ground,  dodging  tie  Hessians,  some  of  whom  struck  at  him  with 
their  pieces  and  others  attempted  to  thrust  him  with  their  bayo- 
nets; escaping  through  them,  he  got  to  his  boat  and  returned  to 
Fort  Lee."  * 

Washington's  message  arrived  too  ]at«.  "  The  fort  was  so 
crowded  bj  the  garrison,  and  tho  troops  which  had  retreated  into 
it,  that  it  was  difficult  to  move  about.  The  enemy,  too,  were  in 
possession  of  the  little  redoubts  around,  and  eonld  have  poured 
ia  showers  of  shells  and  ricochet  balls  that  would  have  made 
dreadful  slaughter."  It  was  no  longer  possible  for  Magaw  to  get 
his  troops  to  man  the  lines;  he  was  compelled,  therefore,  to  yield 
himself  and  his  gan-ison  prisoners  of  war.  Tho  only  terms  grant- 
ed them  were,  that  the  men  should  retain  their  baggage  and  the 
oificers  their  swords. 

The  sight  of  tbe  American  flag  hauled  down,  and  flia  British 
flag  waving  in  its  place,  told  Wasliington  of  the  surrender.  His 
iiKtant  care  was  for  the  safety  of  the  upper  country,  now  that  the 
lower  defences  of  tbe  Hudson  wore  at  an  end.  Before  be  knew 
any  thing  about  tho  terms  of  capitulation,  he  wrote  to  Seneral 
Lee,  informing  him  of  tbe  sun'ender,  and  calling  bis  attention  to 
tho  passes  of  tbe  Highlands  and  those  which  lay  east  of  tho 
river ;  begging  him  to  have  such  measures  adopted  for  their  de- 
fence as  his  judgment  should  sorest  to  be  necessary.  "I  do 
not  mean,"  added  he,  "  to  advise  abandoning  your  present  post, 

*  Heath's  Memoim,  p.  S'i, 
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coutrary  to  your  own  opinion  ;  but  only  to  mention  my  own  ideas 
of  the  importance  of  those  passes,  and  that  yon  cannot  give  too 
much  attention  to  their  security,  by  having  works  erected  on  tho 
most  advantageoaa  places  for  that  purpose." 

Lee,  in  reply,  objected  to  removing  from  his  actual  CDcamp- 
nient  at  Kortheastle.  "  It  would  give  us,"  said  he,  "  the  air  of 
being  frightened;  it  would  esjioee  a  fine,  fertile  country  to  their 
ravages  j  and  I  must  add,  that  we  are  as  secure  as  we  could  be  in 
anyposition  whatever."  After  stating  that  he  should  deposit  hla 
stoi-es,  &c.,  in  a  place  fully  as  safe,  and  more  central  than  Peek- 
skill,  he  adds ;  "  As  to  ourselves,  light  as  we  are,  several  rotroats 
present  themselves.  In  short,  if  we  keep  a  good  loot-out,  we  are 
in  no  danger ;  but  I  must  entreat  your  Excellency  to  enjoin  the 
officers  posted  at  Fort  Lee,  to  give  us  the  quickest  intelligence,  if 
they  observe  any  embarkation  on  the  North  Eiver."  As  to  the 
affair  of  Fort  Washington,  all  that  Lee  observed  on  the  subject 
was :  "  Oh,  general,  why  would  you  be  over-persuaded  by  men 
of  inferior  judgment  to  your  own  ?   It  was  a  cursed  affair." 

Lee's  allusion  to  men  of  inferior  judgment,  was  principally 
aimed  at  Greene,  whose  influence  with  the  commander- in-chief 
seems  to  have  excited  the  jealousy  of  other  officers  of  rank.  So 
Colonel  Tilghman,  "Washington's  aide-de-camp,  writes  on  the  ITtli, 
to  Robert  E.  Livingston  of  New  York,  "  We  were  in  a  fair  way 
of  finishing  the  campaign  with  credit  to  ourselves,  and,  I  think, 
to  the  disgrace  of  Mr.  Howe;  and,  tad  the  general  followed  his 
own  opinion,  the  garrison  would  have  been  withdrawn  immediate- 
ly upon  the  enemy's  falling  down  from  Dobbs'  Fen-y.  But  Gten- 
eral  Greene  was  positive  that  our  forces  might  at  any  time  be 
drawn  off  imder  the  guns  of  Fort  Lee.  Fatal  experience  has 
evinced  the  contrary."  * 

•  Ain.  Ai'clilve.s,  oth  Scries,  iii.  780. 
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Washington's  own  comments  on  tlio  reduction  of  tlio  fort, 
made  in  a  letter  to  his  brother  Augustine,  aro  worthy  of  special 
note.  "  Thia  is  a  most  unfortunate  affair,  and  has  given  me  great 
niortiication ;  as  we  have  lost,  not  only  two  tlioii=and  men,*  that 
\vere  there,  hut  a  good  deal  of  artiilery,  and  some  of  the  best 
itvmawehad.  And  what  adds  to  my  mortiflcition  it,  that  this 
jiost,  after  the  last  ships  went  past  it,  was  held  contrary  to  my 
wi^es  and  opinion,  as  I  eoncoived  it  to  be  a  hazardous  one  :  but 
it  having  been  determined  on  by  a  full  council  of  general  of&cere, 
and  a  resolution  of  Congress  having  been  received,  strongly  ex- 
pressive of  their  desire  that  the  channel  of  the  river  which  we 
had  been  laboring  to  stop  for  a  long  time  at  that  place,  might  be 
obstructed,  if  possible;  and  knowing  that  this  c  Id  not  1  lone, 
unless  there  were  batteries  to  protect  the  obstruct  ona  I  d  d  not 
care  to  give  an  absolute  order  for  withdrawing  the  f,arr  on  1 11 1 
could  get  round  and  see  the  situation  of  things  and  then  t  b  - 
came  too  late,  as  the  place  was  invested.  Upon  the  pa  a  n  of 
the  last  ships,  I  had  given  it  as  my  opinion  to  Gene  1  (  reeue, 
tinder  whose  care  it  was,  that  it  would  be  best  to  e  a  uate  the 
place;  but,  as  the  order  was  discretionary,  and  1  a  o|  n  on  1  f- 
fered  from  mine,  it  was  unhappily  delayed  too  1  n^  to  j  e  t 
grief" 

The  coriespondenio  of  IVasbington  with  h  s  b  the  s  lull 
of  gloiimy  anticipations  '  In  ten  days  from  tl  is  date  there  w  11 
not  be  above  two  thousand  men,  if  that  nnml  r  f  the  fisel 
established  regiment's  on  this  side  of  Hudson  E  ver  to  opj.  e 
Howc'a  whole  armj  ,  and  very  little  more  on  the  otl    t   to  s    uro 

»  The  numltev  of  prisoners,  as  i-etumcd  by  Sir  WilUam  Howo,  wa5  3,8  18 
of  wliom  2,eOT  were  privates.     They  were  marclied  off  to  New  York  at  mid- 
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the  eastern  colonies,  acd  the  importaat  pas'^es  leading  through  the 
HighUnds  to  Albany,  and  the  cuun try  about  the  lakes.  In  short 
it  la  impo^'Jible  foi  me  in  the  compass  of  a  letter,  to  give  you  any 
idea  of  our  situation  of  my  difficulties,  and  of  the  constant  per- 
plexities I  meet  mth,  derived  from  the  unhappy  policy  of  short 
enlibtmenta,  and  dclajmg  them  too  long  Last  fall,  or  ■wint«r, 
before  the  aimy,  which  wis  thtn  to  be  iai«ed,  was  set  about,  I 
represented  m  clear  and  explicit  terms  the  e^ils  which  would 
<irise  from  short  enlistments,  the  expense  whicli  must  attend  the 
raising  ah  army  eveiy  year,  and  the  futibty  of  such  an  army 
when  raised,  and  if  I  hid  spoken  with  a  piophetic  spirit,  I  could 
not  have  foretold  the  e\i!s  with  more  atcuricy  than  I  did.  All 
the  joai  smoe,  I  have  bi>en  piessiug  Congress  to  delay  no  time  in 
eiigigmg  men  upon  such  term=i  as  would  insure  success,  telling 
them  thit  the  longer  it  wis  delayed  the  more  difficult  it  would 
prove  But  the  medsure  w  is  not  commenced  until  it  was  too 
late  to  be  effected  *  «  •  j  am  wcaiied  almost  to  death 
with  the  letiogiide  motion  of  thmgs,  and  I  solemnly  protest, 
that  J,  ptfuuiaiy  reward  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  a  year  would 
not  induce  me  to  undergo  what  I  do  and,  after  all,  perhaps  to 
lose  nij  charactci ,  a'*  it  is  impossible,  under,  such  a  variety  of 
distressing  eiroumsitances,  to  conduct  niatteis  agreeably  to  pub- 
lic expectatiOD  " 
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WiTH  the  eapturo  of  Port  Washington,  the  pi  eject  of  obstructiug 
the  navigation  of  the  Hudson,  at  that  pmnt,  was  at  an  end. 
Fort  Lee,  eonseiiueiitlj,  beoamo  uaeleas,  jnd  Washington  ordered 
all  the  ammunitinn  and  stores  to  he  remu\ed,  preparatory  to  its 
abandonment.  This  was  effected  with  the  whole  of  the  ammuni- 
tion, and  a  part  of  the  stores,  and  every  exertion  was  making  to 
harry  off  the  remainder,  when,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th, 
intelligence  was  brought  that  the  enemy,  with  two  hundred  boata, 
had  crossed  tic  river  and  landed  a  few  miles  ahore.  General 
Greene  immediately  ordered  tie  garrison  under  arms,  sent  out 
troops  to  hold  the  enemy  in  checli,  and  sent  off  an  espress  to 
Washington,  at  Hackensaek. 
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Tho  oncniy  had  ai'ossed  the  Hudson,  on  a  very  miny  night,  in 
two  divisions,  one  diagonally  upward  from  King's  Bridge,  land- 
ing on  the  west  side,  about  eight  o'clock ;  tho  other  marched  up 
the  east  tank,  three  or  four  miles,  acd  then  crossed  to  the  oppo- 
site shore.  The  whole  corps,  six  thousand  strong,  and  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  were  landed,  with  their  cannon,  by 
ten  o'clock,  at  a  place  called  Cioster  Dock,  five  or  six  miles  above 
Fort  Lee,  and  under  that  line  of  lofty  and  perpendicular  cliffs 
known  as  the  Palisades.  "  Tho  seamen,"  says  Sir  "William 
Howe,  "  distinguished  themBcIves  reraariably  on  this  occasion, 
by  their  readiness  to  drag  the  cannon  iip  a  very  narrow  road, 
for  nearly  half  a  mile  to  tho  top  of  a  precipice,  which  hounds  the 
shore  for  some  miles  on  the  west  side."  * 

Washington  arrived  at  the  fort  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 
Being  told  that  the  enemy  were  extending  themselves  across  tho 
country,  he  at  onco  saw  that  they  intended  to  form  a  line  from 
the  Hudson  to  the  Haekensack,  and  hem  the  whole  garrison  in 
between  the  two  rivers.  Nothing  would  save  it  but  a  prompt 
retreat  to  secure  tho  bridge  over  the  Haekensack.  No  time  was 
to  be  lost.  The  troops  sent  out  to  check  tho  enemy  wero  re- 
called. The  retreat  commenced  in  all  haste.  There  was  a  want 
of  horses  and  waggons ;  a  great  quantity  of  baggage,  stores  and 
provisions,  therefore,  was  abandoned.  So  was  all  the  artillery 
excepting  two  twelve-pounders.  Even  the  tents  were  left  stand- 
ing, and  camp-kettles  on  the  fire.  With  all  their  speed  they  did 
not  reach  the  Hackensaok  River  before  the  vanguard  of  the  ene- 

*  Some  writarB  have  stated  that  ComwalliB  crossed  on  tlio  18th.  T5iey 
hava  heen  misled  by  a  letter  of  Sir  'William  Howe,  which  gives  that  date. 
Lord  Howe,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  gives  the  date  wo 
have  stated  (the  20th j,  which  is  the  true  one. 
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my  was  close  upon  tliem.  Expecting  a,  brash,  the  grearor  part 
iiurried  over  tJio  bridge,  othora  crossed  at  the  ferry,  and  some 
higher  up.  The  enemy,  however,  did  not  dispute  the  passage  of 
the  river ;  hut  Oornwallis  stated  in  his  despatches,  that,  had  cot 
the  Amevicans  been  apprised  of  his  approach,  he  would  have  sur- 
rounded them  at  the  fort.  Some  of  his  troops  that  night  occupied 
t]ie  tents  they  had  ahandoned. 

From  Hackensack,  Colonel  Grayson,  one  of  Washington's  aides- 
(le-caiup,  wrote  instantly,  by  his  orders,  to  General  Lee;  inform- 
ing him  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  iuto  the  Jerseys,  and,  as  was 
reported,  in  great  numbers.  "  His  Excellency,"  adds  Grayson, 
"  thinks  it  would  be  advisable  in  you  to  remove  the  troops  under 
your  command  on  this  side  of  the  North  Itivor,  and  there  wait 
for  further  commands." 

Washington  himself  wrote  to  Lee  nn  the  following  d^^  (No> 
21st).  "  I  am  of  opinion,"  said  he,  "  and  the  gentlemen  about 
me  concur  in  it,  that  the  public  interest  iet,uircs  joui  coming 
over  to  this  side  of  the  Hudson  with  the  Continental  troops 
*  »  »  *  jjjg  enemy  is  evidently  changing  the  seat  of  wai  to 
this  side  of  the  North  River,  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
ivill  espect  the  Continental  army  to  gi\e  them  what  support  they 
can ;  and  failing  in  that,  they  will  ceaae  to  depend  upon,  oi  sup 
port  a  force  from  which  no  piotcction  is  to  be  deiivcd  It  la, 
therefore,  of  the  utmost  importince,  thit  at  Irast  an  appeaiance 
of  force  should  ba  made,  to  keep  this  province  in  coaneotion  with 
the  others." 

In  this  moment  of  hurry  and  agitation.  Colonel  Beed,  also, 
Washington's  Jidus  Achates,  wrote  to  Lee,  hut  in  a  tone  and 
spirit  that  may  surprise  the  reader,  knowing  the  devotion  he  had 
hitherto  manifested  for  tho  commander-in-chief.     Ailer  express- 
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ing  tho  common  wish  that  Lee  should  bo  at  tlie  principal  eeene 
of  action,  he  adds :  "I  do  not  mean  to  flatter  or  piaise  you,  at 
the  expense  of  any  otlier ;  but  I  do  think  it  is  entirely  owing  t« 
you,  that  this  army,  and  the  liberties  of  America,  so  far  as  they 
are  dependent  on.  it,  are  not  entirely  out  off.  You.  have  decision, 
a  quality  often  vcanting  in  minds  otherwise  valuable,  and  I  asoribo 
to  this  our  escape  from  York  Island,  King's  Bridge,  and  tho 
Plains ;  and  I  have  eo  doubt,  had  you  been  here,  the  garrison 
of  Mount  Washington  would  now  have  composed  a  part  of  this 
arm.y;  and  from  all  these  circumstances,  I  confess,  I  do  ardently 
wish  to  see  jou  removed  from  a  place  where  there  will  he  so 
Jittle  call  for  your  judgment  and  esperience,  to  the  place  where 
they  are  likely  to  be  so  necessary.  Nor  am  I  singular  in  my 
opinion;  every  gentleman  of  the  fiimily,  the  officers  and  soldiers 
generally,  have  a  confidence  in  you.  The  enemy  constantly  in- 
quire where  you  are,  and  seem  to  he  less  confident  when  yo\i  are 
present." 

Then  alluding  to  tho  late  affair  at  Fort  Washington,  he  con- 
tinues r  "  General  Washington's  own  judgment,  seconded  by  rep- 
resentations from  us,  would,  I  believe,  have  saved  the  men,  and 
their  arras;  but,  unluckily.  General  Greene's  judgment  was  cou- 
trary.  This  kept  the  general's  mind  in  a  state  of  suspense,  till 
the  stroke  was  struck.  Oh,  general !  An  indecisive  mind  is  one 
of  the  greatest  misfortunes  that  can  befall  an  army ;  how  often 
have  I  lamented  it  this  campaign.  All  cu'cumstaneea  considered, 
we  are  m  a  very  iwf ul  ■xnd  alarming  situation ;  one  that  requires 
the  utmost  wisdom,  and  firmness  of  mind.  As  soon  as  the  sea- 
son, will  admit,  I  think  yourself  and  some  others,  should  go  to 
ConfTic  '',  and  foim  tho  plan  of  tho  new  army.     *     s     *     «     f 
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must  couclucie,  with  my  clear  aud  explicit  opmion,  tliat  yoin' 
presence  is  of  tLe  last  importance."  * 

Well  might  "Waahicgtoa  apprehend  that  his  character  and 
conduct,  in  the  perplexities  in  which  he  was  phiceii,  would  he 
liable  to  bo  misunderstood  l)y  the  public,  when  tlie  friend  of  hiw 
hosom  could  so  misjudge  iim. 

Reed  had  evidently  heen  dazzled  hy  the  daring  spirit  and  un- 
scrupulous policy  of  Lee,  who,  in  carrying  out  his  measures, 
liceded  but  littlo  the  counsels  of  others,  or  oven  the  orders  of 
goreinmeut;  "Washington's  respect  for  both,  and  the  caution 
with  which  ho  hesitated  in  adopting  measures  in  opposition  to 
them,  was  stamped  hy  the  bold  soldier  and  his  admirers  aa  indc- 

At  Haekensack  the  army  did  not  esoeed  three  thousand  men, 
and  they  were  dispirited  by  ill  succoss,  and  the  loss  of  tents  and 
baggage.  They  were  without  mtienching  tools,  iii  s,  flat  country, 
where  there  were  no  natural  fjstncsao^  Wa^Mngton  r 
therefore,  to  avoid  any  attact  from  the  enemy,  though,  by  s( 
ing,  he  must  leavo  a  fine  and  teitilo  region  open  to  their 
or  a  plentiful  etorchousc,  fiom  whicli  they  would  draw  voluntary 
supplies.  A  second  move  was  necessary,  again  to  avoid  tho  dan- 
ger of  toing  enclosed  between  two  rivers.  Leaving  three  regi- 
ments, tlierefore,  to  guard  the  passes  of  tho  Haekensaek,  and 
Berve  as  covering  parties,  he  again  decamped,  and  throw  himself 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Passaic,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Newark. 

His  army,  small  as  it  was,  would  soon  be  less.  The  term  of 
enlistment  of  those  imder  General  Mercer,  from  the  flying-camp, 
was  nearly  expired  ;  and  it  was  not  probable  that,  disheartened 
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as  they  were  hy  defeats  and  losses,  exposed  to  inclement  wcatlicr, 
tmd  unaeoustomed  to  military  hardships,  tiey  would  longer  forego 
f  their  homes,  to  drag  out  tho  residue  of  a  tninoua 


campaign. 

In  addition,  too,  to  tte  superiority  of  tlie  force  that  was  fol- 
lowing him,  the  rivers  gave  the  onemy  facilities,  by  means  of  their 
shipping,  to  throw  troops  in  his  rear.  la  this  extremity  he  cast 
about  in  very  direction  for  assistance.  Colonel  Reed,  on  whom 
he  relied  as  on  a  second  self,  was  despatched  to  Builiugton,  with 
a  letter  to  Governor  William  Livingston,  deacribing  his  hazard- 
ous situation,  and  entreating  him  to  call  out  a  portion  of  tho 
New  Jersey  militia;  and  G-encral  Mifflin  was  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia to  implore  immediate  aid  from  Congress,  and  the  local 
authorities. 

His  main  reliance  for  prompt  assistance,  however,  was  upon 
Lee.  On  the  24th  came  a  letter  from  that  general,  i 
Colonel  Reed.  Wa'^hmgton  opened  it,  as  he  ' 
do,  In  the  absence  of  that  offioei,  with  letters  addressed  to  him 
on  the  business  of  the  army  Lbo  was  at  his  old  encampment  at 
Northcastle.  lie  had  no  means,  ho  said,  of  crossing  at  Dobbs' 
Ferry,  and  the  round  by  King's  Fen'y  would  bo  so  great,  that  he 
could  not  get  there  in  time  to  answer  any  purpose.  "I  have 
therefore,"  added  he,  "  ordered  General  Heath,  who  is  close  to 
the  only  ferry  which  caa  be  passed,  to  detaeh  two  thousand  men 
to  apprise  hia  Eseellency,  and  await  his  further  ordei-s ;  a  mode 
wliich  I  flatter  myself  will  answer  better  what  I  conceive  to  bo 
the  spirit  of  the  orders,  than  siiould  I  move  the  corps  from  hence. 
Withdrawing  our  troops  from  hence  would  be  attended  with  some 
very  serious  consequences,  which  at  present  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate;  as  to  myself,"  adds  he,  "  I  hope  to  set  out  to-morrow." 
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A  letter  of  the  same  date  (Nov.  23d),  from  Lee  to  James 
Bowdoin,  president  of  tto  Massachusetts  council,  may  throw  some 
liglit  on  Iiis  motives  for  delaying  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  com- 
raaudcr-itt-ehief.  "  Before  the  unfortunate  affair  of  Fort  ■Wash- 
ington," writes  he,  "  it  was  my  opinion  that  the  two  armies — that 
on  the  east,  and  that  oa  the  west  side  of  the  North  Eiver — must 
rest  each  oa  its  own  bottom ;  that  the  idea  of  detaching  and  re- 
inforcing from  one  sil  t  tli  th  n  ry  motion  of  tho 
enemy,  was  chimerical     hut  t    Ii    1  h       thought  in  our 

present  circumstances  bit  tj      In   this   invasion, 

should  the  enemy  alter  th  p  t  d  t  f  their  operations, 
and  attempt  to  open  ih  pass  g  t  th  Hi^hl  i^,  or  enter  New 
England,  I  should  never  entertain  the  thought  of  being  suoeored 
by  the  western  army.  I  know  it  is  impossible.  We  must,  there- 
fore, depend  upon  ourselves.  To  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts, 
I  shall  look  for  aeaietanoe.  **«■»*!  hope  the  cursed 
job  of  Fort  Washington  will  occasion  no  dejection;  the  place 
itself  was  of  no  value.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  persuaded  that 
if  we  only  act  with  common  sense,  spirit,  and  decision,  the  day 
must  be  our  own." 

In  another  letter  to  Bowdoin,  dated  on  the  following  day,  and 
enclosing  an  extract  from  Washington's  letter  of  Nov.  21st,  he 
writes  ;  "  Indecision  bids  fair  for  tumbling  down  the  goodly  fab- 
ric of  Amerioan  freedom,  and,  with  it,  the  rights  of  mankind. 
'Twas  indecision  of  Congress  prevented  our  having  a  noble  army, 
and  on  an  excellent  footing.  'Twas  indecision  in  our  military 
councils  which  cost  us  the  garrison  of  Fort  Washington,  the  con- 
aequenee  of  which  must  be  fatal,  unless  remedied  in  time  by  a  con- 
trary spirit.  Enclosed  I  send  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
general,  on  which  you  will  make  jour  conunents ;  and  I  have  no 
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doubt  you  wiil  coueur  witli  me  in  the  necessity  of  raising  immedi- 
ately an  army  to  save  us  from  perdition.  Affairs  appear  in  so  im- 
portant a  crisis,  that  I  think  the  resolves  of  the  Congress  must  no 
longer  too  nieely  weigh  with  us.  We  must  save  the  community,  in 
spite  of  the  ordinances  of  the  legislature.  There  arc  times  when 
we  must  commit  treason  against  the  laws  of  the  State,  for  the  sal 
vation  of  the  State.  The  present  crisis  demands  tliia  hrave,  vir- 
tuons  kin  1  f  t  n  "  He  urges  President  Bowdoin,  therefore, 
to  waive  II  f  It  and  not  only  complete  the  regiments  pro- 
scrihed  t  th  p  vin  but  to  add  four  companies  to  each  regi- 
ment. "  "W  ma  t  n  t  only  have  a  force  sufficient  to  cover  your 
province,  an  1  11  th  f  tile  districts,  from  the  insults  and  u-rup- 
tions  of  the  tyrant's  troops,  but  sufficient  to  drive  'em  out  of  all 
their  quarters  in  the  Jerseys,  or  all  is  lost.  *  *  *  In  the  mean 
time,  send  up  a  formidable  body  of  militia,  to  supply  the  place  of 
the  Continental  troops,  which  I  am  ordered  to  convey  over  the 
river.  Let  your  people  be  well  supplied  with  blankets,  and  warm 
clothes,  as  I  am  determined,  by  tke  help  of  God,  to  unnest  'em, 
even  in  the  dead  of  winter.  "* 

It  is  evident  Lee  considered  Washington's  star  to  be  on  the 
decline,  and  his  own  in  the  ascendant.  The  "  affair  of  Fort 
Washington,"  and  the  "indecision  of  the  commander-in-chief," 
were  apparently  his  watehworda. 

On  the  following  day  (24th),  he  writes  to  Washington  from 
Northeastle,  on  the  subject  of  removing  troopw  across  the  Hud- 
son. "  I  have  received  yotir  orders  and  shjll  endeavor  to  put 
them  in  execution,  but  question  whether  I  shill  bo  able  to  carry 
with  me  any  considerable  number;  nst  so  much  trom  a  want  of 
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zeal  in  tlic  men,  as  from  their  wretclicd  condition  witli  respect  to 
alioca,  stockingB,  and  blankets,  which  the  present  bad  weather 
renders  more  intoicrablc.  I  sent  Heath  orders  to  transport  two 
thousand  men  aerosa  the  riper,  apprise  the  general,  and  wait  for 
fuithci  orders  but  thit  great  man  (as  I  mi^ht  have  expected) 
lutrLnthtd  himwlf  withm  the  letter  of  hi^  inatruetions,  and  re- 
iistl  to  paifc  with  1  smtlo  file,  though  I  undeitook  to  replace 
tu  m  with  a  piit  of  mv  iwn        He  concludes  by  showing  that, 

tai  from  hurrying  to  the  support  of  his  commander-in-chief, 
)  u  WIS  meditatmg  a  side  blow  of  his  owq  devising.  "  I  should 
maich  this  djy  with  Gbver  s  brigade ;  tut  have  just  received  in- 
telligence that  Rogeife  corps,  a  part  of  the  light^horse,  and 
mother  brigade  1il  la  so  expo  ed  a  situation,  as  to  present  us  the 
fairest  opportunity  of  cariyini;  them  off.  If  we  succeed,  it  will 
hive  a  great  effect  and  amply  compensate  for  two  days'  delay." 

Scarce  had  Lee  sent  thi^  letter,  when  he  received  one  from 
W  aiihington  infDiming  hmi  that  be  had  mistaken,  his  views  in  re- 
paid to  the  troops  icc^uii  d  to  crosa  the  Hudson;  it  was  hia 
( Lee  o)  division  that  he  wanted  to  have  over.  The  force  under 
Heath  mufjt  runaiu  to  guard  the  posts  and  passes  through  the 
Ilighhn  !s  tl  c  importance  of  which  was  so  infinitely  great,  that 
there  shculd  not  1  e  the  least  possible  risk  of  losing  thom.  In 
the  same  letter  Washington,  who  presumed  Lee  was  by  this  time 
at  Peekskill,  advised  him  to  take  every  precaution  to  come  by  a 
safe  route,  and  by  al!  means  to  keep  between  the  enemy  and  the 
mountains,  as  he  uaderstood  they  were  taking  measures  to  inter- 
cept his  march. 

Lee'a  reply  was  still  from  Korthcastle.  He  explained  that 
his  idea  of  detaching  troops  from  Hyatt's  division  was  merely 
for  expedition's  sake,  intending  to  replace  them  from  his  own. 
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TIio  waut  of  caiTiages  and  other  eauses  had  delayed  him.  rroui 
the  force  of  the  enemy  remaining  in  Westchester  County,  he  did 
not  conceive  tlie  numher  of  them  in  tlie  Jerseys  to  be  near  so 
great  as  Washington  was  taught  to  helieve.  He  had  been  mak- 
ing a  sweep  of  the  country  to  clear  it  of  the  toriea.  Part  of  hig 
army  had  now  moved  on,  and  he  would  set  out  on  the  following 
day.  He  concluded  with  the  assurance,  "  I  shall  take  care  to 
obey  your  Excellency's  orders,  iu  regard  to  my  march,  as  exactly 
as  possible." 

On  the  same  day,  he  vents  hia  spleen  in  a  tart  letter  to 
Heath.  "  I  perceive,"  writes  he,  "  that  you  have  formed  aa  idea, 
that  should  G-eneral  Washington  remove  to  the  Straits  of  Magel- 
lan, the  instructions  he  left  witli  you,  upon  a  particular  o 
have,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  invested  you  with  a  < 
separate  from,  and  independent  of  any  other  superiors.  *  * 
*  *  That  (Joneral  Heath  is  by  no  means  to  consider  himself 
obliged  to  obey  the  second  in  command."  He  concluded  by  in- 
forming him.  that,  as  the  command er-in-chief  was  now  separated 
from  them,  he  (Lee)  commanded,  of  course,  on  this  side  of  the 
water,  and  for  the  future  would,  and  must  be  obeyed. 

Before  receiving  this  letter.  Heath,  doubtful  whether  "ft  as  i 
ington  might  not  be  pressed,  and  desirous  of  having  his  tnipa 
across  the  Hudson,  had  sent  off  an  express  to  Iiim  f  i  esplait 
instmctions  on  that  point,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  had  ktil  th  m 
ready  for  a  move. 

General  George  Clinton,  who  was  with  him,  and  had  the  safety 
01  the  Hudson  at  heart,  was  in  an  agony  of  solicitude.  *'  We 
have  been  under  marching  orders  these  three  days  past,"  writes 
he,  "  and  only  wait  the  directions  of  General  Washington.  Should 
they  be  to  move,  all's  over  with  the  river  this  season,  and,  I  fear, 
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for  over.  General  Lee,  four  or  five  days  agOj  bad  orders  to  moTo 
with.  Lis  divisioH  across  tlie  river.  Instead  of  so  doing,  ho  order- 
ed General  Heath,  to  march  his  men  through,  and  he  would  re- 
jilace  them  with  so  many  of  his.  General  Heath  could  not  do  this 
consistent  with  his  instnietions,  hut  put  his  men  under  marching 
orders  to  wait  hia  Excellency's  orders."  Honest  George  Clmton 
was  still  perplexed  and  annoyed  hy  theso  marchings  and  counter- 
marchings  ;  and  especially  with  these  incessant  retreats.  "  A 
strange  way  of  cooking  husiness  !  "  writes  he.  "  Wo  have  no  par- 
ticular accounts  yet  from  head-quarters,  but  I  am  apt  to  believe 
Tetreaiing  is  yet  fashioTmUe" 

The  return  of  the  express  sent  to  Washington,  relieved  Clin- 
ton's anxiety  ahout  the  Highlands ;  reiterating  the  original  order, 
that  the  division  under  Heath  should  remiun  for  the  protection 
of  the  posses. 

Washington  was  still  at  Newark  when,  on  the  27th,  he  re- 
ceived Lee's  letter  of  the  24th|  speaMng  of  Lis  scheme  of  captur- 
ing Rogers  the  partisan.  Under  other  circumstances  it  might 
have  been  a  sufficient  excuse  for  his  delay,  hut  higher  interests 
were  at  stake ;  he  immediately  wrote  to  Lee  as  follows  :  "  My  for- 
mer letters  were  so  full  and  explicit,  as  to  the  necessity  of  yoar 
marching  as  early  as  possihle,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  more  on 
that  head.  I  confess  I  expected  you  would  have  been  sooner  in 
motion.  The  force  here,  when  joined  by  yours,  will  not  be  ade- 
cLuate  to  any  great  opposition;  at  present  it  is  weak,  and  it  has 
been  more  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  weather  that  the  enemy's 
progress  has  been  checked,  than  any  resistance  we  could  make. 
They  are  now  pishing  this  way, — part  of  'em  have  passed  the 
Passaic.     Their  plan  is  not  entirely  unfolded,  but  I  shall  not  be 
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Burprised  if  Philadelptia  should  turn  out  the  object  of  their 
movement." 

The  situation  of  the  little  army  was  daily  heeoming  more  per- 
ilous. In  a  council  of  war,  several  of  the  memhers  urged  a  move 
to  Morristown,  to  form,  a  junction  with  the  troopa  expected  from 
tlie  Northern  army.  Washington,  however,  still  cherished  the 
idea  of  making  a  stand  at  Brunswick  on  the  Karitaa,  or,  at  all 
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1  lin  th  N  w  T  y  It  d d  t 
Colonel  Reed  had  failed  in  procuring 
That  hody,  shifting  from 
e  of  diaaolution.  The  term  of  the 
Maryland  and  New  Jersey  troopa  in  the  flying  camp  had  ex- 
pired. General  Mercer  endeavored  to  detain  them,  representing 
the  diBgraoe  of  turning  their  hack  upon  the  i.awc  when  the  enemy 
was  at  hand:  hia  remonstrances  were  fruitier  As  to  the  Penn- 
syivania  levies,  they  deserted  in  such  numbers,  that  guaids  were 
stationed  oa  the  roads  and  ferries  to  intercept  Lhem 

At  thk  moment  of  care  and  pei-plesity,  a  kttci,  forwarded 


esceed  four  thousand  n 
aid  from  the  New  Jers 
place  to  place,  was  on 
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ty  express,  aiTived  at  head-qaai-tera.  Xt  was  from  General  Lee, 
dated  from  his  camp  at  Northcastle,  to  Colonel  Keud,  and  was 
in  reply  to  tlie  letter  written  hj  tbat  officer  from  Hacliensack 
on  the  21et,  wMeli  we  have  already  laid  hefore  the  reader.  Sup- 
posing that  it  related  to  official  business,  "VVashiBgton  opened  it, 
and  read  aa  follows  : 

My  dear  Eeed  : — I  received  your  most  ohli^ng,  flattering 
letter ;  lament  with  you  that  fatal  indecision  of  mind,  which  in  war 
is  a  much  greater  disqu.alifi.cation  than  stupidity,  or  even  want 
of  personal  courage.  Accident  may  put  a  dcoisiYc  hluuderer  in 
the  right ;  but  eternal  defeat  and  miBcarriage  must  attend  the 
man  of  the  best  parts,  if  cursed  with  indecisiou.  The  Gtenerai 
recommends  in  so  pressing  a  manner  as  almost  to  amount  to  an 
order,  to  bring  over  the  continental  troopB  itndcr  my  command, 
which  recommendation,  or  order,  throws  me  into  the  greatest 
dilemma  from  several  considerations."  After  stating  thcs6 
considerations,  he  adds :  "  My  reason  for  not  having  marched 
already  is,  that  we  have  just  received  iotelligence  that  Rogers' 
corps,  the  Ught-horse,  part  of  the  Highlanders,  and  another 
brigade,  he  in  ao  exposed  a  situation  aa  to  give  the  fairest  oppor- 
tunity of  being  carried.  I  should  Lave  attempted  it  last  night, 
but  the  rMn  was  too  violent,  and  when  our  pieces  are  wet,  you 
know  our  troops  are  hors  du  combat.  This  night  I  hope  will 
be  better,  «  *  «  w  «  «  j  (mjy  ^^it  myself  for  this  busi- 
ness of  Rogers  and  company  being  over.  I  shall  then  fly  to  you ; 
for,  to  confess  a  truth,  I  really  think  our  chief  will  do  better 
with  me  than  without  me." 

A  glanco  over  this  letter  sufliced  to  show  Washington  that, 
at  this  dark  moment,  when  he  most  needed  support  and  sympa- 
thy, his  character  and   military  condnot  were   the   subject  of 
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disparaging  commentu,  between  tho  friend  in  wlioni  he  had  ao 
implicitly  eonfidod,  and  a  sarcastie  and  apparently  self- constituted 
rival.  Wliatever  may  have  been  hie  feelings  of  wounded  pride 
and  outraged  friendship,  he  restrained  them,  and  enclosed  the 
letter  to  Reed,  with  the  foUoviicg  chilling  note : 

"  Dear  Sie-  : — The  enclosed  was  put  into  my  handa  by  an 
express  from  White  Plains.  Ilaving  no  idea  of  its  being  a  pri- 
vate letter,  much  less  si:speoticg  the  tendency  of  the  corre- 
spondence, I  opened  it;  as  I  have  done  all  other  letters  to 
you  from  the  same  place,  and  Peelisltill,  upon  the  tusincas  of 
your  office,  as  I  conceived,  ami  found  them  to  be.  This,  as  it  is 
the  truth,  must  be  my  excuse  for  seeing  the  contents  of  a  letter, 
which  neither  incliuation  nor  intention  would  have  prumpted  me 

The  very  calmness  and  Coldness  of  this  note  must  have  liad 
a  greater  effect  upon  Eeed,  than  could  have  been  produced  by 
the  most  vehement  reproaches.  In  subsequent  communications, 
he  endeavored  to  explain  away  the  offensive  paragraphs  in  Lee's 
letter,  declaring  there  was  nothing  in  his  own  inconsistent  with 
the  respect  and  affection  Jie  had  ever  borne  for  Washington's 
person  and  character. 

Fortunately  for  Reed,  'Washington  never  saw  that  lettt-r. 
There  were  passages  in  it  beyond  tho  reach  of  softening  explana- 
tion. As  it  was,  the  purport  of  it,  as  reflected  in  Lee's  reply,  had 
given  him  a  sufBcicnt  shock.  His  magnanimoxis  nature,  however, 
was  incapable  of  harboring  long  resentments;  especially  in  mat- 
ters relating  solely  to  himself.  His  personal  respect  for  Colonel 
Eeed  continued;  he  invariably  manifested  a  high  sense  of  his 
nierits,  and  consulted  him,  as  before,  on  military  affairs ;  but  his 
hitherto  affectionate  confidence  in  him,  as  a  sympathizing  friend, 
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had  received  an  incurable  wound.  His  letters,  before  no  frequent, 
aod  Bucli  perfect  outpourings  of  heart  and  mind,  became  few  and 
far  between,  and  confined  to  matters  of  business. 

It  must  have  been  eoasohng  to  Washington  at  this  moment 
of  bitterness,  to  receive  tlie  following  letter  (dated  Nov.  27th) 
from  William  Livingston,  the  intelligent  aad  patriotic  governor 
of  New  Jersey.  It  showed  that  while  many  misjudged  him,  and 
friends  seemed  falling  from  his  side,  others  appreciated  him 
truly,  and  the  ordeal  he  was  undergoing. 

"  I  can  easily  form  some  idea  of  the  diiEculties  under  which 
yon  labor,"  writes  Livingston,  "particularly  of  one  for  which  the 
public  can  make  no  allowance,  because  your  prudence,  and  fidelity 
to  the  cause,  will  not  suffer  you  to  reveal  it  to  the  public;  aa 
instance  of  magiianimity,  superior,  perhaps,  to  any  that  can  be 
shown  in  battle.  But  depend  upon  it,  my  dear  sir,  the  impartial 
world  will  do  you  ample  justice  before  long.  May  God  support 
you  under  the  fatigue,  both  of  body  aad  mind,  to  which  yon  must 
be  constantly  exposed."  * 

Wa'-hington  lingered  at  Bninswick  until  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  vain  hope  of  being  reinforced.  The  enemy,  in  the 
mean  time,  advanced  through  the  country,  impressing  waggons 
and  horees,  and  collecting  cattle  and  sheep,  as  if  for  a  distant 
march.     At  length  their  vanguard  appeared  on  the  opposite  side 

"  "Wb  cannot  dismiES  tliis  painful  in' ident  in  Waaliington's  life,  without  a 
prospective  note  on  tlie  anbje<.£.  Seed  was  renllj  of  tco  generons  anc!  inlelli- 
geiit  a  nature  not  to  lie  aware  uf  the  immense  value  of  the  friendship  he  had 
put  at  hazard.  He  grieved,  over  his  mistalte,  espeeially  as  after  events  showeil 
more  and  more  the  majastio  greatness  of  Wasliington's  eharaoWr.  A  letter  Iii. 
the  foUoYfing  year,  in  which  he  sought  to  convince  \¥a3Miigton  of  his  siuoero 
aud  devoted  attacbmenl^  is  really  touohuig  in  its  appeals.  We  si'e  happy  to 
add,  that  it  appears  to  have  heen  successful,  and  to  have  restored,  in  a  great 
measure,  their  reiadons  of  friendly  confidence. 
VOL.  31. — 18* 
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of  the  Kaxitan.  Washington  immediately  brolio  down  the  end 
of  the  liridge  nest  the  village,  and  after  nightfall  resumed  his 
retreat.  In  the  mean  time,  as  tho  riper  was  fordable,  Captain 
Alesaader  Ilamilton  planted  his  field-pieces  on  high,  commanding 
grotmd,  and  opened  a  spirited  fire,  to  check  any  attempt  of  tlie 
enemy  to  cross. 

At  Princeton,  Washington  left  twelve  hundred  men  in  two 
brigades,  under  Lord  Stirling  and  G-eneral  Adam  Stephen,  to 
cover  the  country,  and  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Stephen 
was  the  same  officer  that  had  served  as  a  colonel  under  Wash- 
ington in  the  French  war,  &a  second  in  command  of  the 
Tirginia  troops,  and  tad  charge  of  Fort  Onmberland.  In 
consideration  of  his  courage  and  military  capacity,  he  had,  in 
1764,  been  intrusted  with  the  protection  of  the  frontier.  He 
had  recfflitly  brought  a  detachmeat  of  Virginia  troops  to  the 
army,  and  received  from  Congress,  in  September,  the  commis- 
eion  of  brigadier-general. 

The  harassed  army  reached  Trenton  on  the  2d  of  December. 
Washington  immediately  proceeded  to  remove  his  baggage  and 
stores  across  the  Delaware.  In  his  lettoR!  from  this  place  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  he  gives  his  reasons  for  his  continued 
retreat.  "  Kothing  but  necessity  obliged  me  to  retire  before  the 
enemy,  and  leave  so  much  of  the  Jerseys  unprotected.  Sorry  am 
I  to  observe  that  the  frcijuent  calls  upon  the  militia  of  this  State, 
the  wint  of  exertion  m  the  prmcip'U  gentlemen  of  the  country, 
and  a  fatal  supmeness  and  insensibility  of  danger,  till  it  is  too 
late  to  prevent  on  tvil  th\t  wi-s  not  only  foreseen,  but  foretold, 
have  been  the  tiuses  oi  oui  late  disgraces. 

"  If  the  militia  of  this  State  had  stepped  forth  in  season  (and 
timely  notice  they  bad),  wo  might  have  prevented  the  enemy's 
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crossing  the  Haekenea^k.  We  migM,  with  equal  posaibillty  of 
success,  have  made  a  stand  at  Erunsniek  on  the  Raritan,  But  aa 
botJi  these  rivers  were  foidable  iu  a  variety  of  places,  being  knee 
deep  only,  it  required  many  men  to  guard  the  passes,  and  these 
wc  had  not," 

In  excuse  for  tho  people  of  Kew  Jersey,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  thoy  inhabited  an  open,  agricultural  country,  wlicrc  tho 
Bound  of  war  had  never  been  heard.  Many  of  them  looked  npon 
the  Uevolution  as  rebellion;  others  thought  it  a  ruined  enterprise; 
the  aiinies  engaged  in  it  had  been  defeated  and  broken  up.  They 
beheld  the  commaader-in-chicf  retreating  through  their  country 
with  a  handful  of  men,  vfeary,  wayworn,  dispirited ;  without 
tenta,  without  clothing,  many  of  them  barefooted,  exposed  to 
wintry  weather,  and  driven  from  post  to  post,  by  a  weil-clad, 
well-fed,  triumphant  force,  tricked  out  in  all  the  glittering  bravery 
of  war.  Could  it  be  wondered  at,  that  peaceful  husbandmen,  see- 
ing their  quiet  fields  thus  suddenly  overrun  by  adverse  hosts,  and 
their  very  heaithstones  threatened  with  outrage,  should,  instead  of 
flying  to  arms,  seek  for  the  safety  of  their  wives  and  little  ones, 
and  tiie  protection  of  their  humble  means,  from  the  desolation 
which  too  often  marks  tho  course  even  of  friendly  armies  ? 

Lord  Howe  and  his  brother  sought  to  profit  by  this  dismay 
and  despondency.  A  proclamation,  dated  30th  of  November,  com- 
manded ail  persons  in  arms  against  his  majesty's  government,  to 
disband  and  return  home,  and  all  Congresses  to  desist  from 
treasonable  acts :  offering  a  free  pardon  to  all  who  should  comply 
within  fifty  days. 

Many  who  had  been  prominent  in  the  cause,  hastened  to  take 
advantage  of  this  proclamation.     Those  who  had  most  property 
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to  loan,  were  tlio  first  to  subm        Tl     m  111      anl        m    nod 
generally  steadfast  in  tiis  ti         f  t     1 

Tke  following  extract  of  a  1  tter  f  om  a  field  offi  n  New 
York,  dated  Dee,  2d,  to  liia  fr  end  m  London  g  vea  tl  o  E  tish 
view  of  afiaira.  "  The  retel  cont  n  e  fi^  Dq  1  efore  ou  army. 
Lord  Cornwallia  took  tho  £  rt  oppo  t  3}  un  w  cL  jlim  i  at 
Raritan  River,  and  seized  tLe  town  "M  Wash  ngton  Lad 
orders  from  the  Congress  to  ally  nd  lefend  that  j  03t  b  t  ho 
Bent  them  word  lie  could  not  He  wafi  eea  retreat  n  w  th  two 
brigades  to  Trenton,  where  ttey  talk  of  res  t  ng  b  t  s  ha 
panic  has  seized  the  rebels,  that  no  pai-t  of  the  Jerseys  will  hold 
them,  and  I  doubt  whether  Philadelphia  itself  will  stop  their 
career.  The  Congress  have  lost  their  authority,  s  s  *  » 
They  are  in  saoii  conetemation  that  they  tnow  not  what  to  do. 
The  two  Adamses  are  in  New  England;  Franklin  gone  to  France ; 
Lynch  has  lost  his  senses ;  Rutledge  has  gone  Lome  disgusted ; 
Dana  is  persecutmg  at  Albany,  and  Jay's  in  the  country  playing 
OS  bad  a  part ;  so  that  the  fools  have  lost  the  assistance  of  the 
knaves.  However,  should  they  embrace  the  enclosed  proclama- 
tion, they  may  yet  escape  lie  halter.  *  *  *■  Honest  David 
Matliow,  tBe  mayor,  has  made  his  escape  from  them,  and  arrived 
here  this  day,"t 

In  this  dark  day  of  peril  to  the  caase,  and  to  himself,  Wash- 
ington remjuned  firm  and  undaunted.  In  casting  about  for  some 
stronghold  where  he  might  make  a  desperate  stand  for  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country,  his  thonghta  reverted  to  the  mountain  regions 
of  his  early  campaigns.  General  Mercer  was  at  hand,  who  had 
fihared  his  perils  among  these  mountains,  and  Ms  presence  may 

*  Goi-doa'a  Hist.  Am.  War,  i!.  p.  129. 
+  Am.  AroMyes,  5f]i  Series,  iii.  1037. 
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liave  Kontriliutod  to  briug  tliem  to  Ilia  miud.  "  What  tliink  you," 
Baiil  Washington ;  "  if  we  should  I'etreat  to  the  back  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  ■would  the  Pennsjlraniaus  support  us  ?" 

"  If  the  lowei'  counties  give  up,  the  baok  counties  will  do  the 
same,"  was  tlie  discoursing  reply. 

"  Wo  must  tben  retire  to  Augusta  County  in  Virginia,"  said 
Washington.  "  Numbers  will  repair  to  us  for  safety,  and  we  will 
try  a  predatory  war.     If  overpowered,  we  must  erosa  the  Alle- 


Suoh  was  the  indomitable  spirit,  rising  under  difficulties,  and 
buoyant  in  tte  darkest  moment,  that  kept  our  tempest-tost  cause 
from  foundering. 
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NoTwiTHSTANDiNo  the  repeated  and  pressing  orders  and  entrea- 
ties of  the  eommander-in-chief,  Lee  did  not  reach  Peekskill  until 
the  30th  of  November.  In  a  letter  of  that  date  to  Washington, 
who  had  comphiined  of  bis  delay,  he  simply  alleged  difficulties, 
which  he  would  explain  when  hoik  had  leisure.  His  scheme  to 
entrap  Rogers,  the  renegade,  had  fiiiled ;  the  old  Indian  hunter 
had  been  too  much  on  the  alert ;  he  boasted,  however,  to  have 
rendered  more  service  by  hia  delay,  than  he  would  have  done  had 
he  moved  sooner.  His  forces  were  thereby  augmented,  bo  that 
he  expected  to  enter  the  Jerseys  with  four  thousand  firm  and 
willing  men,  who  would  make  a  very  important  diversion. 

"  The  day  after  to-morrow,"  added  he,  "  we  shall  pass  the 
river,  whoQ  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  your  inatmctione;  but  I 
could  wish  you  would  bind  me  as  little  as  possible ;  not  from  any 
opinion,  I  do  assure  you,  of  my  own  parts,  but  from  a  persuasion 
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that  detached  generals  cannot  have  too  great  latitude,  imleaa  tkey 
are  very  iucompetent  indeed." 

Lee  had  calcalated  upon  meeting  no  further  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining men  from  Heath.  He  rode  to  that  general's  quarters  in 
the  evening,  and  was  invited  by  him  to  alight  and  take  tea.  On 
entering  the  house,  Lee  toot  Heath  aside,  and  alluding  to  his 
former  refusal  to  supply  troops  as  being  inconsistent  with  the 
orders  of  the  commander-iu' chief,  "  in  point  of  law"  said  he, 
"  you  are  right,  but  in  point  of  policy  I  think  you  arc  wrong.  I 
am  going  into  the  Jerseys  for  the  salvation  of  America ;  I  wii^h 
te  take  with  me  a  larger  force  than  I  now  have,  and  rei^uest  you 
to  order  two  thousand  o£  your  mea  to  march  with  me." 

Heath  answered  that  he  could  not  spare  that  number.  He 
was  then  asked  to  order  one  thousand ;  to  which  he  replied,  that 
the  business  might  be  as  well  brought  to  a  point  at  once — tliat 
not  a  single  man  should  march  from  the  post  by  Itis  order. 
"Then,"  exclaimed  Lee,  "I  wUl  order  them  myself"  "That 
makes  a  wide  difference,"  rejoined  Heath.  "  You  are  my  senior, 
but  I  have  received  positive  written  instructions  from  him  who  is 
superior  to  ua  both,  aod  I  will  not  myself  break  those  orders." 
In  proof  of  his  words,  Heath  produced  the  recent  letter  received 
from  Washington,  repeating  his  former  orders  that  no  troops 
should  be  removed  from  that  post.  Lee  glanced  over  the  letter. 
"  The  commander-in-chief  is  now  at  a  distance,  and  does  not 
know  what  is  necessary  here  so  well  as  I  do."  He  aslned  a  sight 
of  the  return  book  of  the  division.  It  was  brought  by  Major 
Huntington,  the  deputy  adjutant-general.  Lee  ran  his  eye  over 
it,  and  chose  two  regiments.  "  You  will  order  them  to  marcli 
early  to-morrow  morning  to  join  me,"  sfud  he  to  the  major. 
Heath,  ruffling  with   the  pride  of  militaiy  law,  turned   to  the 
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major  with  au  air  of  authority.  "  Issue  Hueli  oi-iiers  at  your 
peril !  "  exclaimed  lie  :  then  addressing  Lee,  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  if 
you  come  to  tiiis  post,  and  mean  to  issue  orders  here  which  will 
break  the  positive  ones  I  have  received,  I  pray  you  do  it  com- 
pletely yourself,  and  through  your  own  deputy  adjutant-general 
who  is  present,  and  not  draw  me  or  any  of  my  family  in  as  part- 
ners in  the  guilt." 

"  It  is  right,"  said  Lee ;  "  Colonel  Soammel,  do  you  issue  the 
order."  It  was  done  accordingly ;  but  Heath't  punctilious  soru- 
ples  were  not  yet  satisfied.  "  I  have  one  more  lequest  to  make, 
sir,"  said  he  to  Lee,  "  and  that  is,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
give  me  a  certificate  that  you  exercise  commaTid  at  this  po=t,  ind 
order  from  it  these  regiments." 

Lee  hesitated  to  comply,  hut  George  Clinton,  who  was  pres- 
ent, told  him  he  conld  not  refuse  a  recjuest  so  reasonable,  lie 
accordingly  wrote,  "  For  the  satisfaction  of  General  Heath,  and 
at  his  request,  I  do  certify  that  I  am  commanding  of&cer,  at  this 
present  writing,  in  this  post,  and  that  I  have,  in  that  capacity, 
ordered  Prescott's  and  Wyllis's  regiments  to  march." 

Heath's  military  punctilio  was  satisfied,  and  he  smoothed  his 
ruffled  plumes.  Early  the  next  morning  the  regiments  moved 
from  their  cantonments  ready  to  eiuhark,  when  Leo  again  rode 
up  to  his  door.  "  Upon  further  consideration,"  said  he,  "  I  have 
Conoiuded  not  to  take  the  two  regiments  with  me — you  ii;a,y  or- 
der them  to  return  to  their  former  post." 

"  This  conduct  of  General  Lee,"  adds  Heath  in  his  memoirs, 
"  appeared  not  a  little  extraordinary,  and  one  is  almost  at  a  loss 
to  account  for  it.  He  had  been  a  soldier  from  his  youth,  had  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  service  in  all  its  branches,  hut  was  rather 
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obstinate  ia  his  temper,  and  could  scarcely  brook  tieing  crossed 
in  any  tiling  in  the  line  of  hia  pi-ofeasion, "  * 

It  was  not  until  the  4th  of  December,  that  Lee  oroased  the 
Hudson  and  began  &  laggard  march,  though  aware  of  the  immi- 
Dent  peril  of  Washington  and  his  army — how  different  from  the 
celerity  of  his  movements  in  his  expedition  to  the  South  ! 

In  the  mean  time,  Washington,  who  was  at  Trenton,  had  pro- 
fited by  a  delay  of  the  enemy  at  Brunswick,  and  removed  most 
of  the  stores  and  baggage  of  the  army  across  the  Delaware;  and, 
being  reinforced  by  fifteen,  hundred  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia, 
procured  by  MifBin,  prepared  to  face  about,  and  march  back  to 
Princeton  with  such  of  his  troops  as  were  fit  for  service,  there  to  be 
governed  by  circumstances,  and  the  movements  of  General  Lee. 
Accordingly,  on  the  5th  of  Deoember  he  sent  about  twelve  hun- 
dred men  in  the  advance,  to  reinforce  Lord  Stirling,  and  the  next 
day  set  off  himself  with  the  residue. 

"  The  general  has  gone  forward  to  Princeton,"  writes  Colonel 
Reed,  "  where  there  are  about  three  thousand  men,  with  which,  I 
fear,  be  will  not  be  able  to  make  any  stand,"  t 

While  on  the  march,  Washington  received  a  letter  from 
Greene,  who  was  at  Princeton,  informing  him  of  a  report  that 
Lee  was  "  at  the  heels  of  the  enemy."  "  I  should  think,"  adds 
Greene,  "  he  had  better  keep  on  the  flanks  than  the  rear,  unless 
it  were  possible  to  concert  an  attack  at  the  same  instant  of  time 
in  front  and  rear.  •  #  »  I  think  General  Lcc  must  be  con- 
fined within  the  lines  of  some  general  plan,  or  else  his  operations 
will  be  independent  of  yonrs.  His  own  troops.  Genera!  St. 
Clair's,  and  the  militia,  must  form  a  respectable  army." 

vcn  upmost  llterajly  from  General  Hcatli's  Miimoirs. 
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LcD  iiad  no  idea  of  conforming  to  a  general  plan ;  he  Lad  an 
independent  plan  of  his  own,  and  was  at  that  moment  at  Pomp- 
ton,  indulging  speculations  on  military  greatness,  and  the  lament- 
able want  of  it  in  his  American  contemporaries.  In  a  letter 
from  that  place  to  G-overnor  Cooke  of  Rhode  Island,  he  imparts 
Lis  notions  on  the  sabject.  "  Tlieory  joined  to  practic*,  or  a 
heaven-hom  genius,  can  alone  constitute  a  general.  As  to  the 
latter,  God  Almighty  indulges  the  modern  world  very  rarely 
with  the  spectacle ;  and  I  do  not  know,  from  what  I  have  seen, 
that  he  has  beeo  more  profuse  of  this  ethereal  spirit  to  the 
Americaiis,  than  to  other  nations." 

While  Leo  was  thus  loitering  and  speculating,  Comwallis, 
knowing  how  far  he  was  in  the  rear,  and  how  weak  was  the  situa- 
tion of  Washington's  army,  and  being  himself  strongly  reinforced, 
made  a  forced  march  from  Brunswick,  and  was  within  two  miles 
of  Princeton.  Stirling,  to  avoid  being  surrounded,  immediately 
aet  out  with  two  brigades  for  Trenton,  Washington,  too,  receiv- 
ing intelligence  by  express  of  these  movements,  hastened  back  to 
that  place,  and  caused  boats  to  be  collected  from  all  c[naiters, 
and  the  stores  and  troops  transported  across  the  Delaware.  He 
himself  crossed  with  the  rear-guard  on  Sunday  morning,  and  took 
up  liis  quarters  about  a  mile  from  the  river;  causing  the  boats  to 
I,  and  troops  to  be  posted  opposite  the  fords.  He 
I,  however,  as  he  said,  that  with  his  small  force  lie 
could  make  no  great  opposition,  should  the  enemy  bring  boats 
with  them.     Fortunately  they  did  not  come  thus  provided. 

The  rear-guard,  says  an  American  account,  had  barely  crossed 
the  river,  wlien  Lord  Comwallis  "  came  raarchiug  down  with  all 
the  pomp  of  war,  in  great  expectation  of  getting  boats,  and  imme- 
diately pursuing."     Not  one  was  to  be  had  there  or  elsewhere; 
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for  Waslimgtoti  liid  ciuaed  the  boats,  t<ir  an  extent  ot  seTLnty 
mile?  up  and  down,  the  iLvei,  to  be  secured  on  the  right  bank 
Hia  Inrd^hip  was  efibetiiaJly  brought  to  a  stand  He  nude  some 
moves  with  two  columns  as  it  he  would  mobs  the  Delaware 
above  and  below,  either  to  push  on  to  Philidelphii,  or  to  entiap 
Washington  m  the  acute  angle  mide  by  the  bond  of  the  iiver 
opposite  Bordentown  An  able  di'ipOBition  of  American  troopa 
along  tlio  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  of  a  number  of  galleya  below, 
discouraged  any  attempt  of  the  kind.  Cornwallis,  therefore,  gave 
up  the  pursuit,  distributed  the  German,  troops  in  cantonments 
along  the  left  hank  of  the  river,  and  stationed  hia  main  foreo  at 
Brunswick,  trusting  to  he  able  before  long  to  cross  the  Delaware 

On  the  8th,  Washington  wrote  to  the  President  of  Congress  : 
"  There  is  not  a  moment's  time  to  bo  lost  in  assembling  such  a 
force  as  can  be  collected,  as  the  object  of  the  enemy  cannot  now 
he  doubted  in  the  smallest  degree.  Indeed,  I  shall  be  out  in  my 
conjecture,  for  it  is  only  conjecture,  if  the  late  embarkation  at 
New  York  is  not  for  Delaware  Eiver,  to  co-operate  with  the  army 
under  General  Howe,  who,  I  am  informed  from  good  authority, 
is  with  the  British  troops,  and  his  whole  force  upon  this  route.  I 
have  no  oertfuB  intelligence  of  General  Lee,  although  I  have  sent 
expresses  to  him,  and  lately  a  Colonel  Humpton,  to  bring  me 
some  accurate  accounts  of  his  situation.  I  last  night  despatched 
another  gentleman  to  him  (Major  Hoops),  desiring  he  would 
hasten  bis  march  to  the  Delaware,  on  which  I  would  provide 
boats  near  a  place  called  Alexandria,  for  the  transportation  of 
hia  troops.     I  cannot  iiceount  for  the  slowness  of  his  march." 

In  further  letters  to  Lee,  Washington,  urged  the  peril  of 
Philadelphia,     "Do  come  on,"  writes  he;  "your  arrival  maybe 
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fortunate,  and,  if  it  can  be  effected  without  delay,  it  may  be  the 
means  of  preserving  a  city,  whoso  loss  must  prove  of  the  most 
fatal  consequence  to  the  eauae  of  America." 

Putnam  was  cow  detached  to  take  command  of  Philadelphia, 
and  put  it  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  General  Mifflin  to  have 
charge  of  the  immitions  of  war  deposited  there.  By  their  advice 
Congress  hastily  adjoumed  on  the  12th  of  Deceraher,  to  meet 
again  on  the  20th,  at  Baltimore. 

Washington's  whole  force  at  this  time,  waa  ahout  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men ;  one  thousand  of  them  Jersey  militia, 
fifteen  tandred  militia  from  Philadelphia,  and  a  battalion  of  five 
hundred  of  the  German  yeomamy  of  Pennsylvania.  Gates,  how- 
ever, he  was  informed,  was  coming  on  with  seven  regiments  de- 
tached by  Schuyler  from  the  Northern  department ;  reinforced 
by  these,  and  the  troops  under  Lee,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  at- 
tempt a.  stroke  upon  the  enemy's  forces,  which  lay  a  good  deal 
scattered,  and  to  all  appearances,  in  a  state  of  security.  "  A 
lucky  blow  in  this  quarter,"  writes  he,  "  would  be  fatal  to  them, 
and  would  most  certainly  raise  the  spirits  of  the  people,  which 
are  quite  sunk  by  our  late  misfortunes."  * 

While  cheering  himself  with  these  hopes,  and  trusting  to 
speedy  aid  from  Lee,  that  wayward  commander,  though  nearly 
three  weeks  had  elapsed  since  he  had  received  Washington's  or- 
ders and  entreaties  to  join  Mm  with  all  posaible  despatch,  was  no 
farther  on  his  march  than  Morristown,  in  the  Jerseys;  where, 
with  militia  recruits,  his  force  was  about  four  thousand  men.  In 
a  letter  written  by  him  on  the  8th  of  December  to  a  committee 
of  Congress,  he  says :  "  If  I  was  not  taught  to  think  the  army  with 

«  Washington  to  Gov.  Tmmbnll,  litll  Uco. 


,v  Google 


1"6-1  TAEDY    MARCH    OP    LEE.  429 

General  Washington  had  been  consideralily  reinforced,  I  slionld 
immediately  join  tim;  bnt  as  I  am  assured  lie  is  very  strong, 
I  should  imugtne  we  can  make  a  better  impression  liy  beating  np 
and  harassing  tbeir  detached  parties  in  their  rear,  for  which  pur- 
pose, a  good  post  at  Chatham  seems  the  best  calculated.  It  is  a 
happy  distance  from  Newark,  Elizabethtown,  "Woodhridge  and 
Boundbrook.  We  shall,  I  expect,  annoy,  distract,  and  conse- 
quently weaken  them  iu  a  desultory  war,"  * 

On  th(,  sime  day  lie  writes  from  Chatham,  in  reply  to  Wash- 
ington a  letter  by  Major  Hoops,  just  received :  "  I  am  extremely 
shocked  to  heir  thdt  your  force  is  so  inadequate  to  the  necessity 
of  your  situation  as  I  had  been  taught  to  think  you  had  been 
eonaidtiably  remtirced.  Your  last  letters  proposing  a  plan  of 
surpii'ies  and  foiced  marches,  convinced  me  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  your  being  obliged  to  pass  the  Delaware ;  in  conse- 
rjuenee  of  which  proposals,  I  have  put  myself  in  a  position  the 
mo't  com  enient  to  co-operate  with  yoa  by  attacking  their  rear. 
I  (.aimot  persuade  myself  that  Philadelphia  is  their  object  at 
present  *  *  *  It  will  be  difficult,  I  am  afraid,  to  join  you; 
hut  cannot  I  do  you  more  service  by  attacking  their  rear  ?  " 

This  letter,  sent  by  a  light-hoi«eman,  received  an  instant  reply 
from  Washington  "  Philadelphia,  beyond  all  question,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  enemy's  movements,  and  nothing  less  than  our  ut^ 
most  exertions  will  prevent  G-eneral  Howe  from  possessing  it. 
The  torco  I  have  is  weak,  and  utterly  ineompctent  to  that  end. 
I  must,  therefore,  entreat  you  to  push  on  with  every  possible 
succor  you  can  bring."  f 

On  the  9Ui,  Lee,  who  was  at  Chatham,  receives  information 
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from  Hesitli,  tliat  three  of  the  regiments  detached  under  Gatea 
from  the  Northern  army,  had  arrived  from  Alhiiny  at  PeeltskiU. 
lie  instantly  writes  to  him  to  forward  them,  without  loss  of  time, 
to  Morristown :  "  I  am.  in  hopes,"  adds  he,  "  to  reconquer  (if  I 
may  so  express  myself)  the  Jerseys.  It  was  really  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy  before  my  arrival." 

On  the  Uth,  Lee  writes  to  Washington  from  Morristown, 
where  he  says  his  troops  had  been  obliged  to  halt  two  days  for 
want  of  shoes.  He  now  talked  of  crossing  the  great  Uriinswiek 
post-road,  and,  by  a  forced  night's  march,  making  his  way  to  the 
ferry  above  Burlington,  where  boats  should  be  sent  up  from 
Philadelphia  to  receive  him. 

"I  am  much  surprised,"  writes  "Washington  in  reply,  "that 
you  should  be  in  any  doubt  respecting  the  route  you  should  take, 
after  the  information  you  have  received  upon  that  head,  A 
large  number  of  boats  was  procured,  and  is  still  retamed  at  Tmi- 
cum,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  facilitate  your  passage  across  the 
Delaware.  I  have  so  frequently  mentioned  our  situation,  and  the 
necessity  of  your  aid,  that  it  is  painful  for  me  to  add  a  word  on 
the  subject.  *  *  *  Congress  have  directed  Philadelphia  to 
be  defended  to  the  last  extremity.  The  fetal  consequences  that 
must  attend  its  lo^,  are  but  too  obvioos  to  every  one;  your 
arrival  may  be  the  means  of  saving  it." 

In  detailing  the  close  of  General  Leo's  marcli,  so  extraordi- 
nary for  its  tardiness,  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  the  memoir 
already  c!t«d  of  General  Wilkinson,  who  was  at  that  time  a  brig- 
ade major,  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  was  accompanying 
General  Gates,  who  had  been  detached  by  Schuyler  with  seven 
regiments  to  reinforce  Washington.  Three  of  these  regiments, 
as  we  have  shown,  had  descended  the  Hudson  to  Peekskill,  and 
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wero  ordered  bj  Lee  to  Morristowu,  Gates  Lad  embarked  with 
tbe  remaiuing  four,  and  landed  witb  them  at  Bsopus,  whence  he 
took  a  back  route  by  the  Delaware  and  the  Miniaink. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  he  was  detained  bj  a  heavy  snow 
storm  in  a  ^eiue-tered  valley  near  the  Wallpeek  in  New  Jersey. 
B  t     fl  f    m  all  information  respecting  the  adverse  ar- 

m  k  i  t  h  1  Major  Wilkinson  to  seek  Washington's  camp, 
w  tl  a  1  tt  tat  g  the  foroe  under  his  command,  and  inc^uiring 
wh  t  t  h  h  lid  take.  Wilkinson  crossed  the  hills  on 
h  b  k  t  S  X  court-house,  took  a  guide,  and  proceeded 
d  w    th  t  y      Washington,  he  soon  learnt,  Had  passed  the 

D  1  wa  al  d  js  before ;  the  boats,  ho  was  told,  had  been 

removed  from  the  ferries,  so  that  he  would  find  some  difficulty  in 
getting  over,  but  Major-general  Lee  was  at  Morristown.  Find- 
ing sneh  obstacles  in  his  way  to  the  commander-in-chief,  he  de- 
termined to  seek  the  second  in  command,  and  ask  orders  from 
him  for  G^eneral  Gates.  Lee  had  decamped  from  Morristown  on 
the  12th  of  December,  but  liad  marched  no  further  than  Veal- 
town,  barely  eight  miles  distant.  There  he  left  General  Sullivan 
with  the  troops,  while  he  took  iip  his  quarters  three  miles  off,  at 
a  tavern,  at  Baskingridge.  As  there  was  not  a  British  canton- 
ment within  twenty  miles,  he  took  but  a  small  guard  for  his 
protection,  thinking  himself  perfectly  secure. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Wiikinsoii  arrived  at  his 
quarters.  He  was  presented  to  the  general  as  lie  lay  in  bed,  and 
delivered  into  his  hands  the  letter  of  General  Gates.  Lee,  ob- 
serviog  it  was  addressed  to  Washington,  declined  opening  it,  until 
apprised  by  Wilkinson  of  its  contents,  and  the  motives  of  his 
visit  He  then  broke  the  seal,  and  recommended  Wilkinson  to 
take  repose.     The  latter  lay  down  on  his  blanket,  before  a  com- 
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fortatile  fii-e,  among  tho  officers  of  hia  suite  ;  "  for  we  were  noL 
encuinbered  in  those  days,"  sajs  lie,  "  with,  beds  or  baggage." 

Lee,  naturally  indolent,  lingered  ia  bed  until  eight  o'clock. 
He  then  camo  down  in  his  usual  slovenly  style,  balf- dressed,  in  slip- 
pers and  blanket  coat,  his  collar  open,  and  his  linen  apparently  of 
some  days'  wear.  After  some  inquiries  about  the  campaiga  in 
the  North,  he  gave  Wilkinson  a  brief  account  of  the  operatioTia 
of  the  main  army,  which  he  condemned  in  strong  terms,  and  in 
his  usual  sarcastic  way.  He  wasted  the  morning  ia  altercation 
with  some  of  tho  militia,  particularly  the  Coaaectioat  Ught- 
horse ;  "  several  of  whom,"  says  Wilhiasoa,  "  appeared  ia  large, 
fitU-buttoned  perukes,  and  were  treated  very  irrevereatly.  One 
wanted  forage,  another  his  horse  shod,  another  his  pay,  a  fourth 
provisions,  &e. ;  to  which  the  geaeral  replied,  '  Your  wants  are 
numerous;  but  you  have  not  mentioned  the  last, — you  want  to 
go  home,  aad  shall  be  indulged;  for  d —  you,  yoa  do  no  good 
here,' " 

Colonel  Seammel,  the  adjutaat-general,  called  from  General 
Sullivan  for  orders  concerning  the  morning's  march.  After  mu- 
sing a  moment  or  two,  Lee  asked  him  if  he  had  a  manuscript  map 
of  the  country.  It  was  produced,  aad  spread  upon  a  table. 
Wilkinsou  observed  Lee  trace  with  his  finger  the  route  from 
Vealtown  to  Pluckamin,  thence  to  Somerset  court-house,  and  on, 
by  Rooky  Hill,  to  Princeton;  he  then  returned  to  Pluckamin, 
and  traced  the  route  in  the  same  manner  by  Boaadbrook  to 
Brunswick,  and  after  a  close  iaspeetioa  carelessly  said  to  Seam- 
mel, "  Tell  General  Sullivan  to  move  down  towards  Pluckamin  ; 
that  I  will  soon  be  with  him."  This,  observes  "Wilkinson,  was 
off  his  route  to  Alexandria  on  the  Delaware,  where  he  had  been 
ordered  to  cross,  and  directly  on  that  towards  Brunswick  and 
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PrmtetflB  Ho  wis  ejavm  i,a  tlieietore,  that  Lse  meditated  an 
ittatk  in  the  Britisfi  pr^t  at  the  latter  place, 

rrnm.  these  vaiioai  delays  they  did  not  sit  down  to  hi'cak- 
Iwt  beloii,  ten  o'llock  After  hieakfast  Lee  sat  writing  a  reply 
tu  (jeuLiil  (j-ates,  in  whicb  a^  uauil,  he  indulged  in  sarcastic 
nmments  on  the  commander  m  chief  "  The  ingenious  manceuyro 
f  Poit  1\  Tshiugton  wntea  he  has  completely  unhinged  the 
„">>dly  fihrit.  we  hal  heen  building  There  never  was  ao  d — d  a 
tioke  e  lire  wus,  a,  eeitam  gicat  man  is  most  damnahly  defi- 
lent  He  ha?  thrown  me  inti  a  situation  where  I  have  my 
choice  of  diiHeulties  if  I  stay  n  this  province  I  risk  myself  and 
army,  and  if  I  do  not  «tay  the  province  is  lost  for  ever.  *  •  » 
•  *  As  to  what  relates  to  yourself,  if  you  think  you  can  be  in 
time  to  aid  the  general,  I  would  have  yon  by  all  means  go ;  you 
will  at  least  save  your  army,"  &e.* 

While  Lee  was  writing,  "Wilkinson  was  looking  out  of  a  win- 
dow down  a  lane,  about  a  hundred  yards  in  length,  leading  from 
the  house  to  the  mam  ros,d  Suddenly  a  party  of  British  dra- 
goons turned  a  corner  of  the  aienue  at  a  fuU  charge.  "  Here, 
sir,  are  the  British  ca\i,liyl  '  exclaimed  "Wilkinson.  "  Where  ?" 
replied  Lee,  who  had  just  signed  his  letter.  "  Around  the 
house  !  " — for  they  had  opened  file  and  surrounded  it.  "  Where 
is  the  guard?  d —  the  guard,  why  dont  they  fire?  "  Then  after 
a  momentary  pause — "  Do,  sir,  see  what  has  become  of  the 
guard." 

The  guards,  alas,  unwary  as  their  general,  and  chilled  by  the 
air  of  a  frosty  morning,  had  stacked  their  arms,  and  repaired  to 
the  south  side  of  a  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  to  sun 

*  Am.  Aroliires,  5tli  Series,  iii.  1201. 
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themselTCH,  and  wfire  now  cLiseil  Ly  tlic  drieccn'i  ra  Uifttrent 
directions.  Iq  fact,  a  tory  wbo  had  viaitcd  the  ^ener  il  the  even- 
ing before,  to  complain  of  the  lo^s  of  i  hor^e  taken  'b'\  the  army, 
liaying  found  whei'e  Lee  wai  to  1  dge  and  brealitist  had  ridden 
eighteen  miles  la  the  night  to  Brunswick  aad  given  the  mfDrma- 
tion,  and  had  piloted  back  Colonel  Harcourt  with  his  dragoons.* 

The  womon  of  the  hoioije  would  faiQ  ha\e  concealed  Lee  in  a 
bed,  but  he  rejected  the  pioposition  with  disdam  AVilhmson, 
according  to  his  owa  aocount,  pisted  hunbelt  in  a  place  where 
only  one  person  could  approach  at  a  time,  and  thcio  tooli.  his 
stand,  a  pistol  in  each  Land,  leeolved  to  shoot  the  first  and  second 
assailant,  and  then  appeal  to  hie  Bword.  Wilde  in  this  "  unpleas- 
ant situation,"  as  he  terms  it,  he  heard  a  voice  declare,  "  If  the 
general  does  not  surrender  in  five  minutes,  I  will  set  fire  to  the 
house !  "  After  a  short  pause  the  threat  was  repeated,  with  a 
solemn  oath  Withia  two  minutes  he  heard  it  proclaimed, 
"  Here  is  the  geaeial  he  has  surrendered." 

There  wai  a  &hnut  of  triumph,  but  a  great  hurry  to  make 
sure  of  the  prize  befiie  the  army  should  arrive  to  the  rescue.  A 
trumpet  sounded  the  rcall  to  the  dragoons,  who  were  chasmg  the 
scattered  guards.  The  general,  bareheaded,  and  in  his  slippers 
and  blanket  eoat,  was  mounted  on  Wiltlnson's  horse,  which  stood 
at  the  door,  and  the  troop  clattered  off  with  their  prisoner  to 
Brunswick.  In  three  hours  the  booming  of  cannon  in  that  direc- 
tion told  the  exultation  of  the  enemy.f  They  boasted  of  having 
taken  the  American  Palladium ;  for  they  considered  Lee  the 
most  scientific  and  experienced  of  the  rebel  generals. 

On  the  departure  of  the  troops,  Wilkinson,  finding  the  coast 

*  Jos.  Tnimbull  to  Gov,  Tminhull— .dm,  Archives,  5lh  Smet,  m.  12G5. 
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clear,  ventured  from  iiis  stronghold,  repaired  to  tlie  stable, 
mounted  the  first  horse  lie  could  find,  and  rode  full  speed  in 
quest  of  Q-enoral  Sullivan,  whom  he  found  under  luarcli  toward 
Pluckamin.  He  handed  him  the  letter  to  Gates,  written  hy  Lee 
the  momeat  before  his  eapturc,  and  still  open.  Sullivan  having 
read  it,  returned  it  to  Wilkinson,  and  advised  him  to  rejoin  Gene- 
ral Gates  without  delay :  for  his  own  part,  being  now  in  eonunand, 
he  ehanged  hia  route,  and  pressed  forward  to  join  the  commander- 

The  loss  of  Lee  was  a  sevei-e  shock  to  the  Amerioaos ;  many  of 
whom,  33  we  have  shown,  looked  to  him  as  the  man  who  was  to 
rescue  them  from  their  critical,  and  well-nigh  desperate  situa- 
tioa.  With  their  regrets,  however,  were  mingled  painful  doubts, 
caused  by  his  delay  in  obeying  the  repeated  summons  of  his 
commajider-in-chief,  when  the  latfor  was  in  peril;  and  by  his 
exposing  himself  so  unguardedly  in  the  very  neighborhood  of  the 
enemy,  gome  at  first  suspected  that  he  had  done  so  designedly, 
and  with  collusion ;  hut  this  was  soon  disproved  by  the  indignities 
attending  his  capture,  and  his  rigorous  treatment  subsequently  by 
the  British;  who  affected  to  consider  him  a  deserter,  from  his 
having  formerly  served  in  their  army. 

Wilkinson,  who  was  at  that  time  conversant  with  the  cabals 
of  the  camp,  and  apparently  in  the  confidence  of  some  of  the 
leaders,  points  out  what  he  considers  the  true  secret  of  Lee's 
coaduct.  His  military  reputation,  originally  very  high,  had  been 
enhanced  of  late,  by  its  being  generally  known  that  ho  had  been 
opposed  to  the  occupation  of  Fort  Washington;  while  the  fall  of 
that  fortress  and  other  misfortunes  of  the  campaign,  though 
beyond  the  control  of  the  commander-in-chief,  had  quickened  the 
discontent  which,  according  to  Wilkinson,  had  been  generated 
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against  him  at  Cambridge,  and  raised  a  party  agaiust  him  in 
Congress.  "It  was  confidently  asserted  at  tlie  tune,"  adds  he, 
"  bat  is  not  worthy  of  credit,  tiat  a  motion  had  been  made  in 
that  body  tending  to  supersede  him  in  the  command  of  the 
army.  In  this  temper  of  the  times,  if  General  Lee  iiad  antici- 
pated Geueral  WashiDgtoa  in  cutting  the  cordon  of  the  enemy 
between  New  York  and  the  Delaware,  the  commander- iu-ehief 
would  probably  have  been  superseded.  In  this  case,  Lee  would 
have  sueceeded  him." 

What  an  unfortunate  change  would  it  have  been  for  the 
country  !  Lee  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  brilliant  talents,  shrewd 
sagacity,  and  mach  Icnowledge  and  experience  in  the  art  of  war ; 
but  ho  was  wilful  and  uncertain  in  his  temper,  self-indulgent  in 
his  habits,  and  an  egoist  in  warfare;  boldly  dashing  for  a  soldier's 
glory  rather  than  waxily  acting  for  a  country's  good.  He  wanted 
those  great  moral  qualities  which,  in  addition  to  militiiy  capacity 
inspired  such  nniversal  confidence  in  the  wjsdi  m,  rectitude  and 
patriotism  of  Washington,  enabling  bun  to  ducct  ind  contiol 
legislative  bodies  as  well  as  ai'mies,  to  harmonize  the  jarring 
pasions  and  jealousies  of  a  wide  and  imperfect  conti,deiacj  and 
to  cope  with  the  varied  exigencies  of  the  Kovolution 

The  very  retreat  which  Washington  had  jnst  effected  tliiough 
the  Jerseys  bore  evidence  to  his  genoialship  Thomi^  Pjino, 
who  had  accompanied  the  army  "  from  Fort  Lee  to  the  edge  ot 
Pennsylvania,"  thns  speaks  in  one  of  his  writings  publiahed  at 
the  time  :  "  With  a  handfiil  of  men  we  sustained  an  oidcily  retreat 
for  near  an  hundred  miles,  brought  off  our  ammunition,  all  our 
field-pieces,  the  greatest  part  of  our  s-tores,  and  had  tsur  iiveis 
to  pass.  None  can  say  that  onr  retreat  was  precipitate,  foi  v,o 
were  three  weeks  in  performing  it,  that  the  countiy  might  have 
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t  Die  to  c  ne  in.  Twice  we  marcliecl  back  to  meet  the  enemy, 
an  1  remained  out  until  dart.  The  sign  of  fear  waa  not  seea  in 
01  r  camp  and  had  not  aome  of  the  cowardly  and  disaffected 
mhab  tants  spread  false  alarms  tlirough  the  country,  the  Jerseys 
had  never  been  ravaged." 

And  this  is  his  testimony  to  the  moral  qualities  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  as  evinced  in  this  time  of  perils  and  hard- 
ships, "  Voltaire  h^  remarked,  that  King  "William  never  ap- 
peared to  full  advantage  but  in  diffieultiea  and  in  action.  The 
Harae  remark  may  be  made  of  General  W^ashington,  for  the  char- 
aeter  fita  him.  There  is  a  natural  finnnesa  in  some  minda,  which 
cannot  be  unlocked  by  trifles ;  but  which,  when  unlocked,  discovers 
ft  cabinet  of  fortitude ;  and  I  reckon  it  among  those  kinds  of 
public  blessings  which  we  do  not  immediately  see,  that  God  hath 
blessed  him  with  uninterrupted  health,  and  given  him  a  mind  that 
can  even  flourish  upon  care."  * 

*  American  Crisis,  No.  L 
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"  Before  jou  receive  this  letter,"  writes  Washingtou  to  his 
brother  Augustine,  "  you  will  muioubtedly  have  hoard  of  the  cap- 
tivity of  General  Lee.  This  is  an  additional  misfortone ;  and  the 
more  vexatious,  as  it  was  hy  his  own  folly  and  imprudence,  and 
without  a  view  to  effect  any  good  that  he  was  taken.  As  he  went 
to  lodge  three  mUes  out  of  his  own  camp,  and  within  twenty  miles 
of  the  enemy,  a  rascally  tory  rode  in  the  night  to  give  notice  of 
it  to  the  enemy,  who  sent  a  party  of  light-horse  that  seized  him, 
and  carried  him  off  with  every  mark  of  triumph  and  indignity." 

This  is  the  severest  comment  that  the  magnanimous  spirit  of 
Washington  permitted  liim  to  make  on  the  conduct  and  fortunes 
of  the  man  who  would  have  supplanted  him ;  and  this  is  made  in 
his  private  correspondence  with  his  brother.  No  harsh  strictures 
on  them  appear  in  his  official  letters  to  Congress  or  the  Board  of 
War ;  nothing  but  regret  for  his  capture,  as  a  loss  to  the  service. 
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In  the  same  letter  he  speaks  of  the  critical  state  of  ai&irs : 
"  If  every  nerys  ia  not  strained  to  recruit  the  army  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition,  I  think  the  game  ia  pretty  nearly  up.  *  *  * 
Tou  can  form  uo  idea  of  the  perplexity  of  my  situation.  No 
man  I  bolioyo  ever  had  a  greater  choice  of  evils  and  less  means 
to  extricate  himself  from  them.  However,  under  a  full  persua- 
sion of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  I  cannot  entertain  an  idea  that  it 
will  finally  sink,  though  it  may  remtun  for  gome  time  under  a 

Fortunately,  Congress,  prior  to  theii  adjournment,  had  resolved 
that  "until  they  should  otherwise  order,  General  Washington 
should  be  possessed  of  all  power  to  order  and  direct  all  things 
relative  to  the  department  and  to  the  operations  of  war."  Thus 
empowered,  he  proceeded  immediately  to  recruit  three  battalions 
of  artillery.  To  those  whose  terms  wero  expiring,  he  promised  an 
augmentation  of  twenty-flve  per  cent,  upon  their  pay,  and  a  bounty 
of  ten  dollars  to  the  men  for  six  weeks'  service.  "  It  was  no  time," 
ho  sa  d  to  st-in  1  pon  espenae  no  m  matters  of  sell  e  dont 
es  gcncy  t  reter  to  Cong  ess  at  the  distan  e  of  a  hund  d  anl 
th  rty  or  forty  mis  If  any  go  d  ofii  ers  w  11    fter  to  raise 

menujon  eont  n  ntal  pay  anl  estahl  ehn  e  t  tii  s  ^aarter  I 
sh  11  encourage  them  to  do  so  ind  re^  ment  th  m  when  they 
have  done  t  It  n  ay  be  tl  ought  tl  1 1  a  n  go  ng  a  good  deal 
out  of  th  1  ne  ot  my  duty  tn  adopt  these  meagre  or  to  ad  ise 
th  3  freely  A  characte  to  lose  an  e  tate  to  foifet  the  ne 
timallo  il    sngs  of  Ilerty  at    tike  inl  a  If    le  ot  1  m    the 

The  promise  ot  increased  pay  and  bounties,  had  kept  together 

*   Letter  to  tiio  PrsBidciit  of  Congi-ciS. 
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for  a  time  the  dissolving  irm\  XI  i.  local  mihtu  bogaa  to  turn 
out  freely.  Colonel  J  im  Ciiwolidcr  i  ^entleraaQ  of  gallant 
spirit,  and  cultivated  mmd  and  manner  br  u^ht  a  large  volun 
teer  detaeliment,  wlU  ti^uipped  lud  (.omjosed  pimc  pilly  of 
Philadelphia  troops.  Washington  who  held  Cadwakdei  m  high 
eatoem,  assigned  him  an  irapoitant  &tation  at  B  istol  with  Colonel 
Reed,  who  was  his  intimate  friend  is  an  ^ssoc  ate  They  had  it 
in  cliiirgo  to  keep  a  wit<.htul  eve  upon  Count  Donop  s  Hessians 
who  were  cantoned  along  the  opposite  phoro  fiom  Bj  deutown  tj 
tho  Blaet  Horse. 

On  the  20th  of  December  iiiivi,d  C  ncr  1  '--ulbi  in  1 1 1  imj 
■with  the  troops  recentlj  Louinandel  bj  the  wnlncLj  I  lc  Thej 
were  in  a  misei-ablo  pi  ^ht  destitute  of  almost  eveiy  thm^  man'i 
of  them  fit  only  for  the  ho  pital  and  thobe  whu^e  ttrms  were 
nearly  out,  thinking  of  nothing  )ut  their  dischaige  About  fora 
hundred  of  them,  who  were  Khode  Islanders  were  sint  d^wa 
under  Colonel  Hiteheook  t>ieiufurce  CxdwUadei  who  wis  now 
styled  brigadier-gone ral  by  courtesy,  lest  the  Contbental  troops 
might  object  to  act  under  his  command. 

On  tho  eamo  day  arrived  General  Gatee,  with  the  remnants 
of  four  regiments  from  the  Northern  army.  With  him  came  Wil- 
kinson, who  now  resumed  his  station  as  brigade-major  in  St. 
Clair's  brigade,  to  which  he  belonged.  To  his  Memoirs  we  are 
indebted  for  notices  of  the  command or-in-ehief.  "When  tho 
divisions  of  Sullivan  and  Gates  jomed  General  Washington," 
wi-itea  Wilkinson,  "  he  found  hia  numbers  increased,  yet  his  diffi- 
culties were  not  sensibly  diminished  ;  ton  days  would  disband  his 
corps  and  leave  him  li^IOO  men,  miserably  provided  in  all  things. 
I  saw  him  in  that  gloomy  period  ;  dined  with  him,  and  attentively 
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jnarked  his  aspect ;  always  grave  and  thougttful,  lie  iippeared  at 
tliat  time  ponsivo  and  Bolemn  in  the  extreme." 

There  were  vivid  schemes  forming  under  that  solemn  aspect. 
The  time  seemed  now  propitious  for  tie  eoup  de  main  which 
Washington  had  of  late  heen  meditating.  Every  thing  showed 
careless  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Howe  was  in  win- 
ter quarters  at  New  York.  His  troops  were  loosely  ^cantoned 
ahout  the  Jerseys,  from  the  Delaware  to  Brunswick,  so  that  they 
could  not  readily  he  hrought  to  act  in  concert  on  a  sudden  alarm. 
The  Hessians  were  in  the  advance,  stationed  along  the  Delaware, 
facing  the  American  lines,  which  were  along  the  west  hanh. 
Comwallis,  thinking  his  work  accomplished,  had  obtained  leave  of 
ahsence,  and  was  likewise  at  New  York,  preparing  to  emhatk  for 
England.  Washington  had  now  between  five  and  sis  thousand 
men  fit  for  service  j  with  these  he  meditated  to  cross  the  river  at 
night,  at  difierent  points,  and  make  simultaneous  attacks  upon  tlie 
Hessian  advance  posts. 

He  calculated  upon  the  eager  support  of  his  troops,  who  wore 
burning  to  revenge  the  outrages  on  their  homes  and  families,  com- 
mitted by  these  foreign  mercenaries.  They  considered  the  Hes- 
sians mere  hirelings ;  slaves  to  a  petty  despot,  fighting  for  sordid 
pay,  and  actuated  by  no  sentiment  of  patriotism  or  honor.  They 
had  rendered  themselves  the  horror  of  the  Jerseys,  by  rapine, 
biTitality,  and  hoartlessness.  At  first,  their  military  discipline  had 
inspired  awe,  but  of  late  they  had  become  careless  and  unguarded, 
knowing  the  broken  and  dispirited  state  of  the  Americans,  and 
considering  them  incapable  of  any  offensive  enterprise, 

A  brigade  of  three  Hessian  regiments,  those  of  Rahl,*  loss- 

*  Seldom  liaa  a  name  of  ao  few  iBttora  hoen  spellefl  so  many  ways  as  that 
of  this  commander.    We  find  it  writtsa  Rail  in  ftiB  militaiyjonraals  tieforeus; 
yst  we  adliere  to  the  one  liitlierto  adopted  by  us,  apparently  on  good  authority. 
VOL.  II.— 19* 
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berg,  and  Knypliausen,  was  stationed  at  Trenton.  Colonel  Ealil 
had  tte  command  of  the  post  at  his  own  solicitation,  and  iu  conse- 
quence of  tlie  laurels  he  had  gained  at  White  Plains  and  Fort 
Washington.  We  have  before  ns  jotimals  of  two  Hessian  lieuten- 
ants and  a  corporal,  which  give  graphic  particulai's  of  the  colonel 
and  his  post.  According  to  their  representations,  he,  with  all  his 
braveiy,  was  little  fitted  for  such  an  important  command.  He 
lacked  the  necessary  vigilaace  and  forecast. 

One  of  the  lieutenants  speaks  of  him  in  a  sarcastic  vein,  and 
evidently  with  some  degree  of  prejudice.  According  to  his 
account,  there  was  more  bustle  than  business  at  the  post.  The 
men  were  harassed  with  watches,  detachments,  and  pickets,  with- 
out purpose  and  without  end.  The  cannon  must  be  drawn  forth 
every  day  from  their  proper  places,  and  paraded  about  the  town, 
seemingly  only  to  make  a  stir  and  uproar. 

The  lieutenant  was  especially  annoyed  by  the  colonel's  passion 
for  music.  Whether  his  men  when  off  duty  were  well  or  ill  clad, 
whether  they  kept  their  muskets  clean  and  bright,  and  their  am- 
munition in  good  order,  was  of  little  moment  to  the  colonel,  he 
never  inquired  about  it ; — but  the  music  !  that  was  the  thing  !  the 
hautboys— he  never  could  have  enough  of  them.  The  main  guard 
was  at  no  great  distance  from  his  quarters,  and  the  music  couid 
not  linger  there  long  enough.  There  was  a  ohurch  close  by,  sur- 
rounded by  palings  ;  the  officer  on  guard  must  march  round  and 
round  it,  with  his  men  and  musicians,  looking,  says  the  lieutenant, 
like  a  Catholie  procession,  wanting  only  the  cross  and  the  banner, 
and  chanting  choristers. 

According  to  the  same  authority,  Rahl  was  a  boon  compan- 
ion; made  merry  until  a.  late  hour  iu  the  uight,  and  then,  lay  in 
bed  until  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.     Wken  tho  officers  came 
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to  parade  tetween  ton  end  eleven  o'olook,  and  presented  them- 
selves at  head-quarters,  ho  was  often  in  his  hath,  and  the  guard 
must  ho  kept  waiting  half  an  hour  longer.  Oa  parade,  too,  when 
any  other  commaiider  would  take  occasion  to  talk  with  his  staff 
oSficora  and  others  upon  duty  ahout  tho  concerns  of  the  garrison, 
the  colonel  attended  to  nothing  but  the  music — he  was  wrapped 
up  in  it  to  the  great  disgust  of  tho  testy  lieutenant. 

And  then,  according  to  the  latter,  he  took  no  precautions 
against  the  possibility  of  being  attacked.  A  veteran  officer, 
Major  Von  Dechow,  proposed  that  some  works  should  be  thrown 
iip,  where  the  cannon  might  bo  placed,  ready  against  any  assault. 
"  Works  l^pooh — pooh:" — the  colonel  made  ,  merry  with  tie 
very  idea — using  an  tinseenily  jest,  which  we  forbear  to  quote, 
"  An  assault  by  the  rebels !  Let  them  come  1  We'll  at  them  with 
the  bayonet." 

The  veteran  Derhow  gi-avely  persisted  in  his  counsel.  "  Herr 
Colonel,"  said  he,  respectfully,  "it  costs  almoBt  nothing;  if  it 
does  not  help,  it  does  not  harm."  The  pragmatical  lieutenant, 
too,  joined  in  the  advice,  and  offered  to  undertake  the  work. 
The  jovial  colonel  only  repeated  his  joke,  went  away  laughing  at 
them  both,  and  no  works  were  thrown  up. 

The  lieutenant,  sorely  nettled,  observes  sneeringly :  "  He 
believed  tie  name  of  Eahl  more  fearful  and  redoubtable  than 
all  the  works  of  Vauban  and  Cohorn,  and  that  no  rebel  would 
dare  to  encounter  it.  A  fit  man  tnily  to  command  a  corps !  and 
still  more  to  defend  a  place  lying  so  near  an  enemy  having  a  hun- 
dred times  his  advantages.  Every  thing  with  him  was  done 
y  and  without  forecast."  * 
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Sucli  19  the  account  given  of  tiis  brave,  but  inconsiderate  and 
liglit^hearted  cominander ;  given,  however,  by  an  ofB.oer  not  of 
his  regiment.  The  honest  corporal  already  mentioned,  who  waa 
one  of  Ilahl's  own  men,  docs  him  more  justice.  According  to 
his  journal,  rumors  that  the  Americans  meditated  an  attack  had 
aroused  the  vigilance  of  the  colonel,  aad  on  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber he  had  reconnoitred  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  with  a  strong 
detachment,  quite  to  Frankfort,  to  see  if  there  were  any  move- 
ments of  the  Americans  indicative  of  an  intention  to  cross  the 
river.  He  had  returned  without  seeing  any;  but  had  since 
caused  pickets  and  alarm  posts  to  be  stationed  every  night  out^ 
side  the  town.* 

Such  was  the  posture  of  affairs  at  Trenton  at  the  time  the 
coup  de  main  was  meditated. 

AVTiatover  was  to  be  done,  however,  must  be  done  quickly, 
before  the  river  was  frozen.  An  intercepted  letter  had  con- 
vinced Washington  of  what  he  had  before  suspected,  that  Howe 
was  only  waiting  for  that  event  to  resume  active  operations,  cross 
the  river  on  the  ice,  and  push  on  triumphantly  to  Philadelphia. 

He  communicated  his  project  to  Gates,  and  wished  him 
to  go  to  Bristol,  take  command  there,  and  co-operate  from  that 
quarter,  G-ates,  however,  pleaded  ill  health,  and  requested  leave 
to  proceed  to  Philadelphia. 

The  request  may  have  surprised  Washington,  considcrmg  the 
spirited  enterprise  that  was  on  foot ;  but  Gates,  as  has  before 
been  observed,  had  a  disinclination  to  serve  immediately  under 
the  commander-in-chief;  like  Lee,  he  had  a  disparaging  opinion 
of  him,  or   rather  an  impatience  of  his  supremacy.     He  had, 

*  Tagtbuch  dus  corporals  Johannes  Reuber. — MS. 
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n  ulterior  olsject  in  ^iev/.  Hailng  been  disappointed 
Sliding  LimsKlf  subordinate  to  General  Schuy- 
ler in  the  Northern  campaign,  he  was  now  intent  on  making 
interest  anrnng  the  members  of  Congress  for  an  independent 
eommaiMl.  "Washington  niged  that,  on  hia  way  to  Philadelphia, 
he  would  at  least  stop  fur  a  day  or  two  at  Bristol,  to  concert  a 
plan  of  operations  with  Reed  and  CaJwalader,  and  adjust  any 
little  questions  of  etiquttte  and  command  that  might  arise  be- 
tween the  continental  colonels  wlio  had  gone  thither  with  Lee's 
troops  and  the  volunteer  ofloers  stationed  there.* 

He  does  not  appear  to  have  complied  even  with  this  request. 
Aocording  to  Wilkinson's  account,  he  took  quarters  at  Newtown, 
and  set  out  thence  for  Ealtimore  on  the  24th  of  December,  the 
very  day  before  that  of  the  intended  covp  de  main.  He  pre- 
vailed on  Wilkinson  to  accompany  him  as  far  as  Philadelphia. 
On  the  i-oad  he  appeared  to  be  much  depressed  in  spirits ;  but  be 
relieved  himself,  like  Lee,  by  oritioiaiBg  the  plans  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. "  He  frequEntly,"  writes  Wilkinson,  "  expressed 
the  opinion  that,  while  Washington  was  watching  the  enemy 
above  Trenton,  they  would  construct  bateaux,  pass  the  Dela- 
ware in  his  rear,  and  take  possession  of  Philadelphia  before  ho 
was  aware;  and  that,  instead  of  vainly  attempting  to  stop  Sir 
William  Howe  at  the  Delaware,  General  Washington  ought  to 
retire  to  the  south  of  the  Susquehanna,  aaid  there  form  an  army. 
He  said  ii  was  his  intention  to  propose  this  measure  to  Con- 
gress at  Baltimore,  and  urged  nie  to-  accompany  him  to  that 
place ;  but  my  duty  forbade  the  tboTight." 

Here  we  have  somewhat  of  a  counterpart  to  Lee's  project  of 

*  M'osliingtou  to  Ontes.     Gates's  papers. 
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eclipsing  the  commander-in-chief.  Evidently  tliu  two  military 
veterans  who  had  once  been  in  conclave  with  him  at  Mount 
Vernon,  considered  the  truncheon  of  command  falling  from  his 
grasp. 

Theprojected  attack  upon  the  Hessian  posts  ivaa  to  bo  threefold. 

1st.  Washington  was  to  cross  tho  Delaware  with  a  considerable 
force,  at  MoKonkey's  Ferry  (now  Talyorsville),  about  nine  miles 
above  Trenton,  and  march  down  upon  that  place,  where  Eahl's 
cantonment  comprised  a  brigade  of  fifteen  hundred  Hessians,  a 
troop  of  British  light-horse,  and  a  number  of  chasseurs. 

2d.  General  Ewing,  with  a  body  of  Pennsylvania  militia, 
was  to  cro^  at  a  ferry  about  a  mile  below  Trenton ;  secure  the 
bridge  over  the  Asaunpink  creek,  a  stream  flowing  along  the 
south  side  of  the  town,  and  out  off  any  retreat  of  the  enemy  in 
that  direction. 

3d.  General  Putnam,  with  the  troops  occupied  in  fortifying 
Philadelphia,  and  those  under  Cfeneral  Cadwaladcr,  was  to  cross 
below  Burlington,  and  attack  the  lower  posts  under  Count  Di>- 
nop.  T!ie  several  divisions  were  to  cross  tlie  Delaware  at  night, 
so  as  to  be  ready  for  simultaneous  action,  by  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

Seldom  is  a  combined  plan  carried  into  full  operation. 
Symptoms  of  an  insurrection  in  PMladelphia,  obliged  Putnam 
to  remain  with  some  force  in  that  city ;  hut  he  detached  five  or 
six  hundred  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  under  Colonel  G-rifBn, 
his  adjutant-general,  who  threw  himself  into  the  Jerseys,  to  be  at 
hand  to  co-operate  with  Cadwalader. 

A  letter  from  Washington  to  Colonel  Keed,  who  was  sta- 
tioned with  Cadwalader,  shows  the  anxiety  of  his  mind,  and  his 
consciousness  of  the  peril  of  the  enterprise. 
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"  Cliriatmafi  day  iit  iiiglit,  one  lour  before  day,  is  the  time 
fixed  upon  for  our  attempt  upon  Trenton.  For  Heaven's  sake 
keep  this  to  yourself,  as  the  discovery  of  It  may  prove  fatal  to 
us;  OUT  numbera,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  being  less  than  I  had  any 
conception  of ;  yet  nothing  but  necessity,  dire  necessity,  will,  nay 
must,  justify  an  attack.  Prepare,  and  in  concert  with  Griffin, 
attack  as  many  of  their  posts  as  you  possibly  can,  with  a  prospect 
of  success;  the  more  we  ean  attack  at  the  same  instant,  the 
more  confusion  we  shall  spread,  and  the  greater  good  will  result 


from  it.     *     *     I  have  ordered  our  men  to  be  provided  with 

three  days'  provisi           ly 

kdwthwluh       dth       bl 

kets,  they  are  to  mar  h    t 

f  w                      f  1  wh   h  H 

grant,  and  the  circum  t 

t          w          J  push            I    h  11 

direct  every  ferry       1  f    1  1 

t     b    w  11  g      d  1       1       t            1 

suffered  to  pass  witl      t          fli                 g  d  w    w  th  tl     p    m  t 

Do  the  sEune  with  y 

It  has  been  sai  I  th  t  C  h 

tm          1 1  w      fa     1    1       f      th 

enterprise,  because  th    0-    m 

n.          1           t           1      I            se 

on  that  festival,  a   1    t  w 

IP  scd      g      t  1      t    i  tl      t      p 

would  be  intoxicat  d       dm 

t  t     f  d      d        d       f 

but  in  truth  Washm  t       w 

Id  h        h                  1       d      h  d 

it  been  in  his  pow            W 

11       t     I       m  tt        f      tl 

attack  before  the  t  m    m    t 

1          dh        h     1    t     t     E    d 

"  so  much  out  of  SI   t         1 

m    h              t    f         i    h. 

the  troops  under  S  ill 

Early  on  the  ev     tful 

m    (D           th)  th   t      I    d    t     d 

for  Washington's  p    t     t    th 

tt    k      b     t  tw     th      and  f 

hundred  etroug,  w  th      t 

ft       tj     m  U  p           w        p 

raded  near  McKonk  y     T 

y    eady  t    pass                      t        w 

dark,  in  the  hope  of  I   mg    11       th      th     sid    by  tw  1 
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Washingtott  repaired  to  tho  ground  accompanied  by  G-enerala 
Greene,  Sullivan,  Mercer,  Steplien,  and  Lord  Stirling.  Greene 
was  fall  of  ardor  for  the  enterprise;  eager,  no  doubt,  to  wipe 
out  the  recollection  of  Fort  Waahington.  It  was,  indeed,  an 
anxious  moment  for  all. 

We  have  Jiere  some  cireumstanceB  furnished  to  iia  by  the 
Memoirs  of  Wilkinson.  That  ofBcer  had  returned  from  Phil;i- 
delphia,  and  brought  a  letter  from  Gates  to  Washington,  There 
was  some  snow  on  the  ground,  and  he  had  traced  tho  march  of 
the  troops  for  tlie  last  few  miles  hy  the  blood  from  the  feet  of 
tJiMe  whose  shoes  were  broken.  Being  directed  to  Washington's 
(juarters,  he  found  him,  he  says,  alone,  with  his  whip  in  his  hand, 
prepared  to  mount  his  horse!  "  When  I  presented  the  letter  of 
General  Gates  to  him,  before  receiving  it,  he  exolaimej  with 
solemnity, — '  What  a  time  is  this  to  hand  me  letters ! '  I  ac- 
Bwered  that  I  had  been  charged  with  it  by  General  Gates.  '  By 
General  Gates !  Where  is  he  ? '  'I  left  him  this  morning  in  Phil- 
adeiphia,'  'What  was  he  doing  there?'  'I  understood  hiin 
that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Congress.'  He  earnestly  repeated, 
'  On  his  w;ay  to  Congress ! '  then  brote  the  seal,  and  I  made  my 
bow,  and  joined  General  St.  Clair  on  tbo  bank  of  the  river." 

Did  Washington  surmise  the  incipient  intrigues  and  cabals, 
that  were  already  aiming  to  undermine  him  ?  Had  Gates's  eager- 
ness to  pmh  on  to  Congress,  instead  of  remaining  with  the  army 
in  a  moment  of  daring  enterprise,  suggested  any  doubts  as  to  his 
object?  Perhaps  not.  Washington's  natui-e  was  too  noble  to  be 
auspicious;  and  yet  ho  had  received  sufficient  cause  to  bo  dia- 
trostful. 

Boats  being  in  i-eadinoss,  the  troops  began  to  cross  about 
sunset.     The  weather  was  intensely  cold;  the  wind  was  high,  the 
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curreat  strong,  and  the  river  full  of  floating  ice.  Colonel  Glo- 
Tcr,  witli  his  amphibious  regimeat  of  Marblchead  fishermen,  waa 
in  advance;  the  same  who  had  navigated  the  army  across  the 
Sound,  in  its  retreat  from  Brooklyn  on  Long  Island,  to  New 
York.  They  were  men  accustomed  to  battle  with  the  elements, 
yet  with  all  their  skill  and  experience,  the  crossing  was  difficult 
and  perilous.  Washington,  who  had  crossed  with  the  troops, 
stood  anxiously,  yet  patiently,  on  the  eastern  bank,  while  one 
precious  hour  after  another  elapsed,  until  the  transportation  of 
the  artillery  should  bo  cffect€d.  The  night  was  dark  and  tem- 
pestuous, the  drilling  ice  drove  the  boats  out  of  their  course,  and 
threatened  them  with  destruction.  Colonel  Knox,  who  attended 
to  the  crossing  of  the  artillery,  os^ated  with  his  labors,  but  still 
more  with  his  "  stentorian  lungs,"  ^ving  orders  and  directions. 

It  was  three  o'clock  before  the  ailUlery  was  landed,  and 
nearly  four  before  the  troops  took  up  their  line  of  march. 
Trenton  was  nine  miles  distant;  and  uot  t<)  be  reached  before 
daylight.  To  surprise  it,  therefore,  was  out  of  the  question. 
There  was  no  mating  a  retreat  without  being  discovered,  and 
harassed  in  repassing  the  river.  Beside,  the  troops  from  the 
other  points  might  have  crossed,  and  co-operation  was  essential  to 
their  safety.  Washington  resolved  to  push  forward,  and  ti-ust  to 
Providenee. 

He  formed  the  troops  into  two  colmnns.  The  first  he  led 
himself,  accompanied  by  Greene,  Stirling,  Mercer,  and  Stephen; 
it  was  to  make  a  circuit  by  the  upper  or  Pennington  road,  to  the 
north  of  Trenton.  The  other  led  by  Sullivan,  and  including  the 
brigade  of  St.  Clair,  was  to  take  the  lower  river  road,  leading  to 
the  west  end  of  the  town.  Sullivan's  column  was  to  halt  a  few 
moments  at  a  cross-road    leading  to    Howland's  Ferry,  to  give 
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Washington's  column  time  to  effect  its  circuit,  so  that  tlie  attauk 
iniglit  he  simultaneous.  On  arriTing  at  Trenton,  they  were  to 
forco  tlie  outer  guards,  and  push  directly  into  the  town  before 
the  enemy  had  time  to  form. 

ihe  Hessian  journals  before  ua  enable  us  to  give  tho  reader 
a  glance  into  the  opposite  camp  on  this  evontful  night.  The 
situation  of  Washington  ■was  more  critical  than  ho  was  aware. 
Notwithstanding  the  secrecy  with  which  his  plans  had  been 
conducted,  Colonel  Kahl  had  received  a  warning  from  G-eneral 
Grant,  at  Princeton,  of  the  intended  attack,  and  of  the  very 
time  it  was  to  be  made,  but  stating  that  it  was  to  be  by  a  de- 
tachment under  Lord  Stirling.  Rahl  was  accordingly  on  the 
alert. 

It  so  happened  that  about  dusk  of  this  very  evening,  when 
Washington  must  have  been  preparing  to  cross  the  Delaware, 
there  were  alarm  guns  and  firing  at  the  Trenton  outpost. 
The  whole  garrison  was  instantly  drawn  out  under  arms,  and 
Colonel  Rahl  hastened  to  the  outpost.  It  was  found  in.  confu- 
sion, and  sis  men  wounded.  A  body  of  men  had  emerged  from  the 
woods,  fired  upon  the  picket,  and  immediately  retired.*  Colonel 
Rahl,  with  two  companies  and  a  field-piece,  marched  through  the 
woods,  and  made  the  rounds  of  the  outposts,  but  seeing  and  heai'- 
ing  nothing,  and  finding  all  quiet,  returned.  Supposing  this  to 
be  the    attack  against  which  he  had  been  warned,  and  that  it 

*  Who  it  was  tbat  made  this  attack  upon  the  outpoat  is  not  clearly  oaeer- 
twiied.  The  Hessian  lieutenant  who  commanded  at  tha  picket,  says  it  was  a 
patrol  sent  out  hy  Washington,  nnder  command  of  a  captain,  to  lee^innoltj.'e, 
with  strict  orders  not  to  engsiga,  but  if  discovered,  to  retire  instantly  as  silently 
OS  possible,  Colonel  Keed,  in  a  memorandum,  says,  it  was  nii  advance  party 
returning  from  the  Jei^eys  to  I'eimiiylvania — See  Zi/e  and  Coiresp.  vol.  i.  p. 
27r. 


,v  Google 


'-■TfiO  THE    HESSIAN    PICKET.  451 


was  "  a  mere  fliisli  in  tlic  pan,"  he  relapsed  into  Ms  feeling  of 
security;  and,  as  the  nigtt  was  cold  and  stormy,  permitted  the 
troops  to  return  to  their  quarters  and  lay  aside  tkcir  arms.  Thus 
the  garrison  and  its  unwary  commander  slept  in  fancied  security, 
at  the  very  time  that  Washington  and  his  troops  were  making 
their  toilsome  way  across  the  Delaware.  How  perilous  would 
have  been  their  situation  had  their  enemy  been  more  vigilant ! 

It  began  to  hail  and  snow  as  the  troops  commenced  their 
marchj  and  increased  in  violence  as  they  advanced,  the  storm 
driving  the  sleet  in  their  faces.  So  bitter  was  the  cold  that 
two  of  the  men  were  frozen  to  death  that  night.  The  day  dawned 
by  the  time  Sullivan  halted  at  the  cross-road.  It  was  discovered 
that  the  storm  had  rendered  many  of  the  muskets  wet  and  useless. 
"  What  is  to  be  done  ?  "  inquired  Sallivan  of  St.  Clair,  "  You 
have  nothing  for  it  but  to  push  on,  and  iise  the  bayonet,"  was  the 
reply.  While  some  of  the  soldiers  were  endeavoring  to  clear 
their  muskets,  and  squibbing  off  priming,  Sullivan  despatched  au 
officer  to  apprise  the  commander- in- chief  of  the  condition  of 
their  arms.  He  came  back  half-dismayed  by  an  indignant  burst 
0/  Washington,  who  ordered  him  to  return  instantly  and  tell 
General  Sullivan  to  "  advance  and  charge." 

It  was  about  eight  o'clock  when  Washington's  column  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  village.  The  storm,  which  had  rendered 
the  march  intolerable,  had  kept  every  one  within  doors,  and  the 
snow  had  deadened  the  tread  of  the  troops  and  the  rumbling  of 
the  artillery.  As  they  approached  the  village,  Washington,  who 
was  in  front,  came  to  a  man  that  was  chopping  wood  by  the  road- 
side, and  inquired,  "  Which  way  is  the  Hessian  picket?"  "I  don't 
know,''  was  the  surly  relpy.  "  Ton  may  tell,"  said  Captain  Forest 
of  the  artillery,  "for  that  is  G-eneral  Washington."     The  aspect 
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ot  tliQ  nnn  fhin^  1  m  an  in'stiiit  E  iLsin_'  his  hands  to  heaven, 
"  God  Iiless  tnd  pir ■'per  yon  1  ciied  he  The  picket  is  in  that 
bouse,  and  the  sentry  stands  neai  that  tiee  '  * 

The  advance  guard  wis  led  by  a  biave  joung  officer,  Captain 
Williim  A  Wishington,  seconded  by  LieutLnant  James  Moavoe 
(in  after  years  President  of  the  United  States)  They  receiTed 
ordeis  to  dislodgo  the  picket  Here  happened  to  he  stdiionedthe 
very  lieutenint  whoso  censures  of  the  negligence  ot  Colonel 
Eahl  we  hiie  just  ([uoted  By  hi?  own  account,  he  was  very 
neir  being  entripped  m  the  gnaid  hnu'W  His  sentries,  he  says, 
weie  not  alert  enough,  and  had  ho  not  stepped  out  of  the  picket 
house  himaolf  and  diseoioied  the  enemy,  they  would  have  teen 
up  )n  bim  before  his  men  coiild  iciamble  to  their  arms.  "Der 
femd  '  der  femd '  heraiia  '  herius  !  "  (the  enemy !  the  enemy ! 
turn  out  I  turn  out  '^  wis  njw  the  cry  He  at  first,  he  says, 
made  a  stand,  thmkmg  he  bad  a  meie  marauding  party  to 
deal  with  but  aoemg  heavy  battalions  it  hand,  gave  way,  and 
fell  back  upDU  a  company  tationed  to  support  the  picket;  but 
which  appears  to  have  been  no  better  prepared  against  surprise. 

By  this  time  tlie  Araencau  irtillerj  was  unlimbered ;  Wash- 
ington kept  beside  if  and  the  cjlumn  pioceeded.  The  report 
of  fire  aims  told  tha+  Sullmn  was  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
town  Cjlonel  Sfiik  led  his  advan(,e  guard,  and  did  it  in 
gallant  style  The  attacks,  as  conceited,  were  simultaneous. 
The  cutposts  were  diivea  m,  they  retieated,  firing  from  be- 
hind houses  The  Hessian  drums  beat  to  arms;  the  trumpets 
of  the  hght-horse  sounded  the  ahim  the  whole  place  was  ia 
an  uproar      &ome  of   the  enemy  made  a  wild  and  undirected 
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fire  from  tlio  windows  of  tlieii'  quarters  ;  others  rusliod  forth  in 
disorder,  and  attempted  to  form  in  the  mam  street,  while  ArSr 
goons  hastily  mounted,  and  galloping  about,  added  to  the  confu- 
sion. Washington  advanced  with  liis  column  to  the  head  of 
ICing  Street;  i-iding  beside  Captain  I'orest  of  the  artillery. 
When  Forest's  battery  of  sis  guns  was  opened  the  general 
kept  on  the  left  and  advanced  with  it,  giving  directions  to  the 
fire.  His  position  was  aa  exposed  one,  and  he  was  repeatedly 
entreated  to  fall  back ;  but  all  such  entreaties  were  useless,  when 
onoe  he  became  heated  in  action. 

The  enemy  were  training  a  couple  of  oaanon  in  the  main 
street  to  form  a  battery,  which  might  have  given  the  Americans 
a  serious  check  but  Captain  Washington  and  Lieutenant  Mon- 
roe with  a  jart  of  the  advance  guard  rushed  forward,  drove 
the  aitilleriits  from  tbeir  gnns,  and  took  the  two  pieces  wlieu 
on  the  point  of  being  fiied  Both  of  these  of&cers  were  wound- 
ed   the  ciptain  in  the  wnat  the  lieutenant  in  the  shoulder. 

While  Washington  advanced  on  the  north  of  the  town, 
Sullivan  approached  on  the  west,  and  detached  Stark  to  press 
on  the  lower  or  soath  eud  of  the  town.  The  British  light- 
horse,  and  about  five  hundred  Hessians  and  Chasseurs,  had 
been  quartered  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  Seeing  Waihing- 
ton's  column  pressing  in  front,  and  hearing  Stark  thundering  in 
their  rear,  they  took  headlong  flight  by  the  bridge  across  the 
Assunpink,  and  so  along  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  toward  Count 
Bunop's  encampment  at  Bordentown.  Had  Washington's  plan 
been  carried  into  full  effect,  their  retreat  would  have  been  cut 
off  by  General  Ewing;  but  that  officer  had  been  prevented  from 
crossing  the  river  by  the  ice. 

Colonel  Kahl,  according  to  the  account  of  the  lieutenant  who 
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had  commanded  the  picket,  completely  lost  his  liead  in  the  confu- 
sion of  the  Burpriao.     The  latter,  when  driven  in  by  the  Amori- 
d  f      d  th       1      1       horseback,  endeavoring  to  rally 

hpmfk  dl       d      I  men,  but  himself  sorely  hewil- 

d      d      H       k  d  til    1     t     int  what  was  the  force  of  the  asaaU- 
t       Th    1  tt  w      d  th  t  h    had  seen  four  or  five  batta- 

1    a        th    w    d     th         f  th       had  fired  upon  him  before  he 
h  d     t     ted —   It        U  1  h        there  are  other  troops  to  the 
ht      dlft       d  th    town  will       n  be  surrounded."    The  colo- 
1       I  ftfhtj     —  '  Forward  I  march !  advance ! 

advance! ''  cried  lie.  With  some  difficulty  he  aucceeded  in  extrica- 
ting hia  troopa  from  the  town,  and  leading  them  into  an  adjacent 
orchard.  Kow  waa  the  time,  writes  the  lieutenant,  for  him  to 
have  pushed  for  another  place,  there  to  make  a  stand.  At  this 
critical  moment  he  might  have  done  so  with  credit,  and  without 
loss.  The  colonel  Bcems  to  have  had  such  an  intention.  A  rapid 
retreat  by  the  Princeton  road  was  apparently  in  his  thoughts ; 
but  he  lacked  decision.  The  idea  of  flying  before  the  rebels  was 
intolerable.  Some  one,  too,  exclaimed  at  the  ruinous  loss  of  leav- 
ing all  their  baggage  to  be  plundered  by  the  enemy.  Changing 
his  mind,  he  made  a  rash,  resolve.  "  All  who  arc  my  grenadiers, 
forward  !  "  cried  he,  and  went  back,  writes  hia  corporal,  like  a 
storm  upon  the  town.  "  What  madness  waa  this  !  "  writes  the 
critical  lieutenant.  "  A  town  that  was  of  no  use  to  ua ;  that  but 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  he  had  gladly  left ;  that  was  now 
filled  with  three  or  four  thouaand  enemies,  stationed  in  housea  or 
behind  walls  and  hodgea,  and  a  battery  of  six  cannon  planted  on 
the  main  street.  And  be  to  think  of  retaking  it  with  his  six  ot 
eeven  hundred  men  and  their  bayonets !  " 

Still  he  led  his  grenadiers  bravely  but  rashly  on,  when,  in  tlie 


,v  Google 


^^™']  SUBEENDER    OF    THE    HESSIANS.  455 

midst  of  Lis  career,  he  received  a  fatal  wound  from  a  musket  ball, 
and  fell  from  Us  torse.  His  men,  left  wittout  their  chief,  were 
struck  witli  dismay ;  heedless  of  the  orders  of  the  second  in  com- 
mand, they  retreated  by  the  right  up  the  banks  of  the  Assunpink, 
Lntending  to  escape  to  Princeton.  Washington  saw  their  design, 
and  threw  Colonel  Hand's  corps  of  Pennsylvania  riflemen  tu  their 
way ;  while  a  body  of  Virginia  troops  gained  their  left.  Brought 
to  a  stand,  and  perfectly  bewildered,  Washington  thought  they 
were  forming  in  order  of  battle,  and  ordered  a  discharge  of  canis- 
ter shot.  "  Sir,  they  have  struck,"  exclaimed  Forest.  "  Struck ! " 
echoed  the  general.  "  Yes,  mr,  their  colors  are  down."  "  80  they 
are ! "  replied  Washington,  and  spurred  in  that  direction,  followed 
by  Forest  and  his  whole  command.  The  men  grounded  their 
arms  and  surrendered  at  discretion  ;  "  but  had  not  Colonel  Rahl 
been  severely  wounded,"  remaria  his  loyal  corporal,  "  we  would 
never  have  been  taken  alive  ! " 

The  skirmishing  had  now  ceased  ^n  lycij  direction.  Major 
WUkinson,  who  was  with  the  lower  column,  was  sent  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief for  orders.  He  lode  up,  he  says,  at  t)ic  moment 
that  Colonel  Rahl,  supported  by  a  file  of  sergeants,  was  presenting 
hia  sword,  "  Oa  my  approach,"  continues  he,  "the  commander- 
in-chief  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  observed,  '  Major  Wilkinson, 
this  is  a  glorious  day  for  our  country ! '  his  countenance  beaming 
with  complaeency;  whilst  tlie  unfortunate  Eahl,  who  the  day  be- 
fore would  not  have  changed  fortunes  with  him,  now  pale,  bleed- 
iDg,  and  covered  with  blood,  in  broken  accents  seemed  to  implore 
those  attentions  which  the  victor  was  well  disposed  to  bestow  on 
him." 

He  was,  in  fact,  conveyed  with  great  care  to  his  quarters, 
which  were  in  the  house  of  a  kind  and  respectable  Quaker  family. 
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The  number  of  prisonerj  taLen  ra  tliis  ifFaii  wts  n  iih  <"n- 
tliousand,  of  which  thivty-two  weie  officers  The  i^t  rm  Mujoi 
Von  Deohow,  who  had  urged  m  viin  the  throwing  up  of  breast 
works,  received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  died  m  Tientoa 
Washington's  triumph,  however,  was  imp'uied  by  the  tiiluie  of 
the  two  simultaneoiis  attaokb  General  Ewmg,  nho  was  to  have 
crossed  before  day  at  Trenton  Teiry,  and  taken  posaessioo  of  the 
bridge  leading  out  of  the  town  over  whn,!i  the  light  liirse  -md 
Hessians  retreated,  was  prevented  by  tlie  tjuantity  of  ice  in  tho 
river.  Cadwalader  was  hindered  by  tbe  same  obstacle.  He  got 
part  of  his  troops  over,  but  found  it  impossible  to  embark  his  can- 
non, and  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  return  to  the  Pennsylvania 
side  of  the  river.  Had  he  aad  Ewing  crossed,  Donop's  quarters 
would  have  been  beaten  up,  aod  the  fugitives  from  Trenton  inter- 
cepted. 

By  the  failure  of  this  part  of  hia  plan,  Washington  had  been 
exposed  to  the  most  imminent  haaard.  The  force  with  which  ho 
had  crossed,  twenty-four  hundred  men,  raw  troops,  was  not 
enough  to  cope  with  the  veteran  garrison,  had  it  been  properly  on 
its  guard  ;  and  then  there  were  the  troops  under  Bonop  at  band 
to  co-operate  with  it.  Nothing  saved  him  but  the  utter  panic  of 
the  enemy  ;  their  want  of  proper  alarm  places,  and  their  exagger- 
ated idea  of  his  forces  ;  for  one  of  the  journals  before  us  (the  cor- 
poral's) states  that  he  bad  with  him  15,000  men,  and  another 
0,000.*  Even  now  that  the  place  was  in  his  possesion  he  dared 
not  linger  in  it.     Tiiero  was  a  superior  force  under  Donop  below 

*  Tha  ILsutonnnt  gives  tho  Isitfer  numbei'  on  the  autliovity  of  Lord  Stirling  ; 
but  Ilia  lordsliip  mcaat  tlie  whole  number  oi' men  intended  for  the  three  several 
aft»cka.  The  force  that  actually  crossed  %vith  Washington  was  what  wo  have 
statoi 
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liim,  and  a  wtuug  Ijattalina  of  JDfantry  at  Prmceton.  His  own 
troops  were  exhaupted  by  the  operations  of  the  night  and  morn- 
ing in  cold,  rain,  snow  and  stona.  They  had  to  guard  about  a 
thousand  prisoners,  taken  in  action  or  found  concealed  in  hous^; 
there  was  littb  prosppct  of  succor,  owing  to  the  season  and  the 
state  of  the  viTCr.  "Washington  gave  up,  therefore,  all  idea  of  im- 
mediately pursuing  the  enemy  or  keeping  possession  of  Trenton, 
and  determined  to  recross  tlie  Delaware  with  bis  prisoners  and 
captured  artillery.  Understanding  that  the  brave  but  unfortu- 
nate Bahl  was  in  a  dying  state,  he  paid  him  a  ¥isit  before  leaving 
Trenton,  accompanied  by  G-eneral  Grreene.  They  found  him  at 
his  quarters  in  the  house  of  a  Quaker  family.  Their  visit  and 
the  respectful  consideration  and  unaffected  sympathy  manifested 
by  them,  evidently  soothed  the  feelings  of  the  unfortunate  soldier ; 
now  stripped  of  bis  late  won  laurels,  and  resigned  to  die  rather 
than  outlive  his  honor.* 

We  have  given  a  somewhat  sareastie  portrait  of  the  colonel 
drawn  by  one  of  his  lieutenants  ;  another,  Lieutenant  I'iel,  paints 
with  a  soberer  and  more  reliable  pencil. 

''  For  our  whole  ill  luck,"  writes  he,  "  wo  havo  to  thank  Colo- 
nel Kabl.  It  never  occurred  to  him  that  the  rebels  mi,frbt  attack 
ns  ;  and,  therefore,  be  had  taken  scarce  any  precautions  gainst 
such  an  event.  In  truth  I  must  confess  wo  have  universally 
thought  too  little  of  the  rebels,  who,  until  now,  have  never  on  any 
occasion  been  able  to  withstand  ua.  Our  brigadier  (Rabl)  was  too 
proud  to  retire  a  step  before  such  an  enemy;  although  nothing  re- 
mained for  us  but  to  retreat. 

"General  Howe  had  judged  this  man  from  a  wrong  point  of 

*  Journal  of  Lient.  Piel. 
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yiew,  or  ho  would  haiAly  hire  mtra'iteil  uch  an  imj^trtiat  post 
as  Trenton  to  liim  He  mis  firmel  fti  a  s  lilier  lut  not  foi 
n  general.  At  tho  captuie  jf  loit  Wasion^ton  lie  had  itameil 
much  honor  while  undei  thi,  command  of  a  gieat  geneial,  but 
he  lost  all  Ilia  renown  at  Tunton  where  he  himself  was  general 
He  liad  courage  fo  dare  tlie  hardiest  enterjii^e  but  be  alone 
wanted  the  cool  pitsmce  of  mind  necessary  m  ^  emprise  like 
that  at  Trenton.  His  vivacity  was  too  great ;  one  thought  crowded 
on  another  so  that  be  could  come  to  no  decision.  Considered  as 
a  private  man,  he  was  deserving  of  high  regard.  He  was  gener- 
ous, open-banded,  hospitable ;  never  cringing  to  his  superiors,  uor 
arrogant  to  bia  inferiors ;  but  courteous  to  all.  Even  his  domes- 
tics were  treated  more  like  friends  than  servants." 

The  loyal  corporal,  too,  contributes  his  mite  of  praise  to  his 
dying  commander,  "In  bis  last  agony,"  writes  the  grateful 
soldier,  "he  yet  thought  of  bia  grenadiers,  and  entreated  General 
Washington  that  nothing  might  be  taken  from  tliem  but  their 
arms.    A  promise  was  given,"  adds  the  corporal,  "  and  was  kept." 

Even  the  satirical  lieutenant  half  mourns  over  bia  memory. 
"  He  died,"  says  be,  "  on  the  following  evening,  and  lies  buried  in 
this  place  which  he  \ia&  rendered  so  famous,  in  the  graveyard  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Sleep  well !  dear  Commander !  (tbeu- 
rer  Feldberr.)  Tho  Americans  will  hereafter  set  up  a  ptona 
above  thy  grave  with  this  inscription : 


(Here  lies  the  Colonel  EaM, 
With  him  all  is  ovbt.)" 
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The  Hessian  prisoners  were  conveyed  across  the  Delaware  by 
Johnson's  Eerry,  Into  PennaylTania ;  the  private  soldiers  were 
marched  off  immediately  to  Newtown;  the  officers,  twenty-three 
in  number,  remained  in  a  small  chamber  in  the  Ferry  House, 
where,  according  to  their  own  account;  they  passed  a  dismal 
night ;  sore  at  heart  that  their  recent  triumphs  at  White  Plains 
and  Eort  Washington  should  be  so  suddenly  eclipsed. 

On  the  following  morning  they  were  conducted  to  Newtown 
under  the  escort  of  Colonel  Weedon.  Hia  exterior,  wi'ites  Lieu- 
tenant Piel,  spoke  but  little  in  his  fevor,  yet  he  won  all  our  hearts 
by  hia  kind  and  friendly  conduct. 

At  Newtown  the  officers  were  quartered  in  inns  and  private 
houses,  the  soldiers  in  the  church  and  jail.  The  officers  paid  a 
visit  to  Lord  Stirling,  whom  some  of  tkem  had  known  from  his 
being  captured  at  Long  Island.  He  received  them  with  great 
kindness.  "  Your  general,  Van  Heister,"  said  he,  "treated  mo 
like  a  brother  when  I  was  a  prisoner,  and  so,  gentlemen,  will  you 
be  treated  by  me." 
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"  We  tad  scarce  seated  ourselves,"  continues  Lieutenant  Piel, 
"  when  a  long,  meagre,  dark-looking  man,  whom  we  took  for  the 
parson,  of  tho  place,  stepped  forth  and  held  a.  discourse  in  Ger- 
man, in  which  lie  endeavored  to  set  forth  the  justice  of  the 
American  side  in  this  war.  He  told  ns  he  was  a  Ilaaoverian 
bom;  called  tho  king  of  England  nothing  hat  the  Elector  of 
Hanover,  and  spoke  of  him  so  contemptuously  that  his  garrulity 
became  intolerable.  Wo  answered  that  we  had  not  come  to 
America  to  inijuire  which  party  was  in  the  i-ight ;  hut  to  fight 
for  the  king. 

"  Lord  Stirling,  seeing  how  little  we  were  edified  hy  the 
preacher,  relieved  us  from  him  by  proposing  to  take  us  with 
ln'in  to  vbit  General  Washington.  Tho  latter  received  us  very 
courteously,  though  we  understood  very  little  of  what  he  said,  as 
he  spoke  nothing  but  Knglish,  a  language  in  which  none  of  us 
at  that  time  were  strong.  la  his  aspect  shines  forth  nothing 
of  the  great  man  that  he  is  universally  considered.  His  eyes 
have  scarce  any  firo.  There  is,  however,  a  smiling  exprew- 
sion  on  his  countenance  when  he  speaks,  that  wins  affection  and 
respect.  He  invited  four  of  our  ofScers  to  dine  with  him ;  the 
rest  dined  with  Lord  Stirling."  One  of  those  officers  who 
dined  with  the  commander-in-chief,  was  the  satirical  lieutenant 
whom  we  have  so  often  quoted,  and  who  was  stationed  at  the 
picket  on  the  morning  of  the  attack.  However  disparag^gly  he 
may  have  thought  of  his  unfortunate  commander,  he  evidently 
had  a  very  good  opinion  of  himself. 

"  General  Washington,"  writes  he  in  his  jonrnal,  "  did  me 
the  honor  to  converse  a  good  deal  with  me  concerning  the  un- 
fortunate affair.  I  told  him  freely  my  opinion  that  our  dis- 
positions  had  been  bad,  otherwise  we   should   not   have   fallen 
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into  liis  hiiuda  He  asked  me  if  I  could  have  made  better 
dispositiona,  and  in  what  manner?  I  told  him  yes;  stated  all 
the  faults  of  onr  arrangements,  and  showed  him  how  I  would 
have  done ;  and  would  liavo  managed  to  come  out  of  the  affair 
with  honor." 

We  have  no  doubt,  from  the  specimens  furnished  in  the 
lieutenant's  journal,  that  he  went  largely  into  his  own  merits 
and  achievements,  and  the  demerits  and  shortcomings  of  his 
luckless  commander.  Washington,  he  added,  not  only  ap- 
plauded his  exposition  of  what  he  would  have  done,  but  made 
'him  a  eulogy  thereupon,  and  upon  his  watchfulness  and  the  de- 
fence ho  had  made  with  his  handful  of  men  when  his  picket 
was  attacked.  Yet  according  to  his  own  account,  in  his  jounial, 
mth  all  his  watchfulness,  he  came  near  feeing  caught  napping. 

"General  Washington,"  continues  he,  "is  a  courteous  and 
polite  man,  but  very  cautious  and  reserved;  talks  little;  and 
has  a  crafty  (listige)  phjsiognomy."  Wo  surmise  the  lieuten- 
ant had  the  most  of  the  tallc  on  that  occasion,  and  that  the 
crafty  or  sly  expression  in  Washington's  physiognomy,  may  have 
been  a  lurking  hut  suppressed  smile,  provoked  by  the  lieuten- 
ant's self-Iaudafion  and  wordiness. 

The  Hessian  prisoners  were  suhscciuently  transferred  from 
place  to  place,  until  they  reached  Winchester  in  the  interior 
of  Virginia.  Wherever  they  arrived,  people  thronged  from  far 
and  near  to  see  these  terrible  beings  of  whom  they  had  re- 
ceived such  formidable  accounts;  and  were  surprised  and  dis- 
appointed  to  find  them  looking  like  other  men.  At  first  they 
had  to  endure  the  hootings  and  revilings  of  the  multitude,  for 
having  hired  themselves  out  to  the  trade  of  blood;  and  they 
especially  speak  of  the  scoldings  they  received  from  old  women 
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ill  tlio  villages,  who  ujjbraided  them  for  coming  to  rob  tliem  nf 
their  liberty.  "At  lenffth,"  writes  the  eorpoul  ia  hia  journal, 
"  G-eneral  Washington  had  writteii  notices  put  up  iu  town  aad 
country,  that  we  were  innocent  of  this  war  and  had  joined  in 
it  not  of  our  free  will,  hut  through  eompulsion.  We  should, 
therefore,  be  treated  aot  as  enemies,  but  friends.  From  ttia 
time,"  adds  he,  "  things  went  better  with  us,  Kvery  day  came 
many  out  of  the  townp,  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  and 
brought  us  provisions,  and  treated  ua  with  kindness  and  hu- 
manity."* 

*  Tagclincli  Acs  cwpoculs  Jolianncs  IteuLer.    MS, 
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There  was  a  Idnd  of  episode  in  tlio  affair  at  Trenton.  Colonel 
(Jriffin,  wto  had  thrown  himself  previously  into  the  Jerseys  with 
his  detachment  of  Pennsylvania  militia,  found  himself,  through 
indisposition  and  tho  scanty  Qumher  of  his  troops,  imaWe  to  ren- 
der ef&cient  service  in  the  proposed  attack.  Ho  sent  word  to 
Cadwalader,  therefore,  that  he  should  probably  render  him  more 
real  aid  by  making  a  demonstration  in  front  of  Donop,  and  draw- 
ing him  off  BO  far  into  the  interior  as  to  he  out  of  tlie  way  of 
rendering  support  to  Colonel  Hahl. 

IIo  accordingly  presented  himself  in  sight  of  Donop's  canton- 
ment on  the  25th  of  December,  and  succeeded  in  drawing  him 
out  with  nearly  his  whole  force  of  two  thousand  men.  He  then 
retired  slowly  before  him,  skirmishing,  hut  avoiding  any  thing 
like  an  action,  until  ho  had  lured  him  as  far  as  Mount  Holly ; 
when  he  left  him  to  find  his  way  back  to  his  post  at  his  leisure. 

The  cannonade  of  Washington's  attack  in  Trenton  on  the 
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uiui-ning  of  the  2(itli,  was  distiuctly  teard  at  Cadwaladci-'s  camp 
at  Bristol.     Imperfect  tidings  of  tkc  result  readied   there  about 

1  '  bolt,  and  produced  the  highest  exultation  and  escite- 

D  ot  0  dwaladcr  made  another  attempt  to  cross  the  river  and 
J  u'W  hingtouj  irhom  he  supposed  to  be  still  in  the  Jerseys, 
f  11  w  ^  up  the  hi  w  h  hai  t  k.  He  could  not  effect  the 
1  f  the  rivei  with  tl     m    t  of  the  troops,  until  mid-day 

f  ti     27th,  when  h  d  f   m  WashiDgton  a  detailed  ac- 

t     f  hia  siicce      anl     f  hi     having   rectossed  into   Penu- 

Oadwalader  was  now  in  a  dilemma.  Doaop,  he  presumed, 
was  atill  at  Mount  Hoiiy,  whitlier  Griffin  had  decoyed  liim ;  fcut 
lie  might  soon  marcli  baek  His  forces  were  equai  if  not  tupe- 
rior  in  numher  to  hL  owi  and  let  laus  m&t  ad  of  riw  md  t  a 
But  then  there  was  the  ^loiy  of  r  billing  tl  e  expl  it  at  Trenton 
and  the  importance  of  following  out  the  effort  for  the  relief  of 
the  Jerseys,  and  the  salvation  of  Philadelphia,  Beside  "Wa&h 
ington,  in  all  probability  aftei  disposmt,  ot  hia  ji  soners  had 
agaia  crossed  into  the  Jerseys  -ind  might  be  J.  ting  o&enisively 

Reed  relieved  C  idwalader  from  lu-i  d  lemma  by  propobiDg 
that  they  should  push  on  to  Eurlingt  n  an  1  tl  ere  determine 
according  to  intelligence  whether  to  jrooeelto  Bordent  wn  tr 
Mount  Holly.  The  plan  was  ilojtel  Theie  was  an  alarm 
that  the  Hessian  yagers  lurLed  in  a  nc  t,hboTiiig  wool  Eeed 
accompanied  by  two  officers  rode  m  alv^nee  to  leconno  tie  He 
sent  word  to  Oadwalader  that  it  was  a  talse  alarm,  and  the  latter 
took  up  his  line  of  maroh. 

Beed  and  his  companions  spurred  on  to  reeonnoitre  the  ene- 
my's outposts,  about  four  miles  from  Burlington,  but  pulled  up 
at  the  place  where  the  picket  was  usually  atationed.     Theie  was 
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no  sinoko,  nor  any  sign  of  a  haman  being.  Thej  rode  up  and 
found  the  place  desarted.  From  the  country  people  in  the  neigh- 
borliood  tliey  received  an  explanation.  Count  Donop  had  re- 
turned to  Ilia  post  from  the  pursuit  of  Griffin,  only  in  timo  to 
hear  of  the  disaster  at  Trenton.  He  immediately  began  a  retreat 
in  the  utmost  panic  and  confusion,  eailing  in  his  guards  and  par- 
ties as  he  hurried  forward.  The  troops  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Burlington  had  decamped  precipitately  the  preceding  evening. 

Colonel  Reed  sent  back  intelligence  of  this  to  Cadwalader, 
and  still  puKted  on  with  his  companions.  As  they  rode  along, 
they  observed  the  inhabitants  pxdimg  down  red  ragi  which  had 
been  nailed  to  their  doors;  tory  signs  to  insure  good-will  from 
the  British.  Arrived  at  Bordentown  not  m  enemy  waH  to  be 
seen;  the  fugitives  from  Trenton  had  spread  a  panic  on  the  2t>th, 
and  the  Hessians  and  their  refugee  adherents  had  fled  in  confu- 
sion, leaving  their  sick  behind  them.  The  broken  and  haggaid 
looks  of  the  inhabitants  showed  what  they  had  suffered  during 
the  Hessian  occupation.  One  of  Heed's  companions  returned  to 
Cadwalader,  who  had  halted  at  Burlington,  aud  advised  him  to 


Calwaladcr  ivoto  m  the  nij^ht  to  Washington,  informing  him 
of  his  wheieihoits  and  thit  he  th  uld  march  for  Bordentown  in 
thL  mormng  If  you  should  think  pr  j)  er  to  cross  over,"  added 
he  it  may  ca-^iiy  be  effectel  it  the  jlace  where  we  passed;  a 
pursuit  wiuld  keep  up  the  panic  They  went  off  with  great  pre- 
cipitation and  presaei  all  tho  wagg  ns  m  their  reach;  I  am  told 
many  of  them  are  gone  to  '^outh  Amboj  If  we  can  drive  them 
fi.om  Wc  t  Jer  cy  the  success  will  raise  an  army  jiest  spring, 
and  estiblish  tic  cielit  ci  tlie  L  ntinental  money  to  support 
It 

VOL.  n.— 20* 
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There  was  anotlicr  letter  from  Cadwalader,  dated  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  from  Bordentown.  He  had  eighteen  hundred  ruea 
with  him.  Five  hundred  more  were  on  the  way  to  join  him. 
General  Mifflin,  too,  had  sent  over  five  hundred  from  Philadel- 
phia, and  three  hundred  from  Burlington,  and  was  to  foUow  with 
seven  or  eight  hundred  more. 

Colonel  Reed,  too,  wrote  from  Trenton  on  tKe  28th.  IIo  Lad 
found  that  plaeo  without  a  single  6oldier  of  either  army,  and  in  a 
still  more  wretched  condition  than  Bordentown.  He  urged 
Washington  to  reoross  the  river,  and  pursue  the  advantages  al- 
ready gained.  Donop  might  he  overtaken  hefore  he  Dould  reach 
Princeton  or  Brunswick,  where  the  enemy  were  yet  in  force.* 

Washington  needed  no  prompting  of  the  kind.  Bent  upon 
following  up  Ilia  blow,  ho  had  barely  allowed  his  troops  a  day  or 
two  to  recover  from  recent  exposure  and  fatigue,  that  they  might 
have  strength  and  spirit  to  pursue  the  retreating  enemy,  beat  up 
otter  of  their  quarters,  and  entirely  reverse  affairs  in  the  Jer- 
seys. In  this  spirit  he  had  written  to  Generals  McDougali  and 
Maxwell  at  Morriatown,  to  collect  os  large  a  body  of  militia  as 
possible,  and  harass  the  enemy  in  flank  and  I'ear.  Heath,  also, 
had  been  ordered  to  abandon  the  Highlands,  which  there  was  no 
need  of  guarding  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  hasten  down 
with  the  eastern  militia,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  by  the  way  of 
Hackensact,  continuing  on  until  he  should  send  him  further  or- 
ders. "  A  fair  opportunity  is  offered,"  said  he,  "  of  driving  the 
enemy  entirely  from  the  Jerseys,  or  at  least  to  the  extremity  of 
the  province." 

Men  of  influence  also  were  despatched  by  him  into  different 
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parts  of  the  Jcrseyn,  to  spirit  up  tliD  militia  to  revfnce  the  oji- 
pressiofl,  tlie  ravage,  and  inaults  they  hail  esperieneed  from  the 
enemy,  especially  from  the  Hessians.  "  If  what  they  have  suf- 
fered," said  he,  "  does  not  rouse  their  reseutmeut,  (hey  muKt  rot 
possess  the  feelings  of  humanity." 

Oa  the  29th,  his  troops  began  to  cross  the  river.  It  would 
he  a  slow  and  difficult  operation,  owing  to  the  ice;  two  parties 
of  light  troops  thereloro  wGie  detached  id  advance,  whom  Colo- 
nel Reed  vfit  to  send  in  puisuit  of  the  enemy  They  niarthod 
into  Trenton  ibout  two  o  dock,  and  weie  immedi itely  put  jn 
the  traces  cf  Donop  to  h<ing  on  his  leaa  and  hirass  hmi  until 
oilier  troops  Jiould  como  up  Cxdw^Uder  aKo  detached  a  paaty 
of  nflemen  trom  Bordmtiwn  with  likeotdeis  Donip  inretreat- 
ing  had  dnided  big  force,  ^lending  one  port  by  a  cross  road  to 
Prmccton,  and  hurrying  on  with  the  lemimder  to  BnmswicV 
Notwithstanding  the  RO\eiity  of  the  weather,  and  the  wretched 
nesa  of  the  road,  it  wa?  i  service  of  animation  and  dchght  t)  the 
American  trocps  to  hunt  back  these  He«snns  thiongh  thi  conn 
try  they  had  recently  cutrigod  and  oier  ground  which  they 
themsehes  had  trodden  so  painfully  and  denpoudingly  m  their 
retieat  In  one  instance  tbo  iiflcmen  smpriseJ  anl  captured  a 
party  of  refugees  who  hngcicd  in  the  lear  guard  among  wbora 
were  several  newly  made  of&cei'-  Hever  wa«  theie  a  moie  sud 
den  reveisal  in  the  gime  of  war  than  this  letreat  of  tbo  heavy 
German  veterans,  Lai  is'ed  by  light  partiet  of  a  law  inihtia, 
which  they  so  lately  had  driven  like  chaff  before  them. 

Wbile  this  was  going  on,  Washington  was  effecting  the  pai^ago 
of  his  main  force  to  Trenton.  He  himself  had  eros-fcd  on  the 
29tb  of  December,  but  it  took  two  days  more  to  get  the  troops 
and  artillery  over  the  ley  river,  and  that  with  great  labor  and 
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difficulty.  And  now  came  a  perplexity.  With  tlie  year  espired 
the  term  of  several  regiments,  which  had  seen  most  Bervice,  and 
become  inured  to  danger.  Knowing  how  indispenaable  were 
Euch  troops  to  lead  on  those  which  were  raw  and  imdiacipliiied, 
Washington  had  them  paraded  and  invited  to  re-enlist.  It  was  a 
difficult  task  to  persuade  them.  They  were  haggard  with  fatigne, 
and  hardship  and  privation  of  every  kind;  and  their  hearts 
yearned  for  home.  By  the  persuasions  of  their  officers,  however, 
and  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  the  greater  proportion  of  those  from 
the  eastward  were  induced  to  remain  six  weeks  longer. 

Hard  money  was  necessary  in  this  emergency.  How  was  it  to 
be  furnished  ?  The  military  chest  was  incompetent.  On  the  30th,, 
Washington  wrote  by  express  to  Robert  Morris,  the  patriot  finan- 
cier at  Philadelphia,  whom  he  knew  to  be  eager  that  the  blow 
should  be  followed  up.  "  If  yon  could  possibly  collect  a  sum,  if 
it  were  but  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  it 
would  be  of  service." 

Morris  received  the  letter  in  the  evening.  He  was  at  his 
wits'  end  to  raise  the  sum,  for  hard  money  was  scarce.  Fortunate- 
ly a  wealthy  Quaker,  in  this  moment  of  esigency  supplied  the 
"  sinews  of  war,"  and  early  the  next  morning  the  money  was  for- 
warded by  the  express. 

At  this  critical  moment,  too,  Wasliington  received  a  letter 
from  a  committee  of  Congress,  transmitting  him  resolves  of  that 
body  dated  the  27tb  of  December,  investing  him  with  military 
powers  quite  dictatorial.  "  Happy  is  it  for  this  country,"  write 
the  committee,  "  that  the  general  of  their  forces  can  safely  be  in- 
trusted with  the  most  unlimited  power,  and  neither  personal 
security,  liberty  or  property,  be  in  tho  least  degree  endangered 
thereby."  * 


*  Am.  Arcliive?,  otli  Sevlos,  ii 
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Washington's  acknowledgmeat  of  this  great  mark  of  confi- 
deaoe  was  noblo  and  characteristic.  "  I  find  Congr^  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  intrust  me  with  powers,  in  my  mUitary  capacity, 
of  the  highest  nature  and  almost  unlimited  extent.  Instead  of 
thinking  myself  freed  from  all  civil  obligations  by  this  mark  of 
their  confidence,  I  shall  constantly  bear  in  mind  that,  as  the  sword 
was  the  last  resort  for  tho  preservation  of  our  liberties,  so  it 
ought  to  be  the  first  thing  laid  aside  when  those  liberties  are 
firmly  established/' 
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G-ENEHAL  Howe  was  taking  liia  ease  in  winter  qiiai'tera  at  New 
York,  waitiDg  for  tlie  freezing  of  the  Delaware  to  pursue  Hs  tri- 
umphant maroli  to  Pliiladelpliia,  when  tidings  were  brought  him 
of  the  surprise  and  capture  of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton.  "  That 
three  old  established  regiments  of  a  people  who  made  war  their 
profession,  should  lay  down  their  arms  to  a  ragged  and  undisci- 
plined militia,  and  that  with  scarcely  any  loss  on  either  side,"  was 
a  matter  of  amazement.  He  instantly  stopped  Lord  Cornwallis, 
who  was  on  the  point  of  embarking  for  England,  and  sent  him 
back  LU  all  haste  to  resume  the  command  in  the  Jerseys. 

The  ice  in  the  Delaware  impeded  the  crossing  of  the  Ameri- 
can troops,  and  gave  the  British  time  to  draw  in  their  scattered 
cantonments  and  assemble  their  whole  force  at  Princeton.     While 
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his  troops  were  yet  crossing,  Washington  sent  out  Colonel  Reed 
to  reconnoitre  the  postion  and  movements  of  the  enemy  and  ob- 
tain information.  Six  of  the  Philadelphia  light-horse,  spirited 
young  fellows,  but  who  had  never  seen  serviee,  volunteered  to 
accompany  Eeed.  They  patrolled  the  country  to  the  very  vicin- 
ity of  Princeton,  but  could  collect  no  information  from  the  inhab- 
itants ;  who  were  harassed,  terrified,  and  bewildered  by  the 
ravaging  marches  to  and  fro  of  friend  and  enemy. 

Emerging  from  a  wood  almost  within  view  of  Princeton,  they 
caught  sight,  from  a  rising  ground,  of  two  or  three  red  coats 
passing  from  time  to  time  from  a  fcatE  to  a  dwelling  house. 
Hera  must  be  an  outpost.  Keeping  the  barn  in  a  line  with 
the  house  so  as  to  cover  their  approach,  they  dashed  np  to  the 
latter  without  being  discovered,  and  surrounded  it.  Twelve  Brit- 
ish dragoons  were  within,  who,  though  well  anned,  were  bo 
panic-stricken  that  they  surrendered  without  mating  defence. 
A  commissary,  also,  was  taken;  the  sergeant  of  the  dragoons 
alone  escaped.  Colonel  Reed  and  his  sis  cavaliers  returned  in 
triumph  to  head-quarters.  Important  information  was  obtained 
from  their  prisoners.  Lord  Comwallis  had  joined  General  Grant 
the  day  before  at  Princeton,  with  a  reinforcement  of  chosen 
troops.  They  had  now  seven  or  eight  thousand  men,  and  were 
pressing  waggons  for  a  march  upon  Trenton.* 

Cadwalader,  stationed  at  Crosswicks,  about  seven  miles  dis- 
tant, between  Bordentown  and  Trenton,  sent  intelligence  to  the 
same  purport,  received  by  him  from  a  young  gentleman  who  had 
escaped  from  Princeton. 

"Word,  too,  was  brought  from  other  quarters,  that   General 

^LileofKeed,  i.  282. 
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Howe  was  on  tlio  march,  with  a  thousand  light  troops,  with  which 
he  Lad  landed  at  Amboy. 

The  situation  of  Washington  was  gi-owing  critical,  The  enemy 
were  beginning  to  advance  their  lai-ge  pieliets  towards  Trenton. 
Every  thing  indicated  an  approaching  attack.  The  force  with 
him  was  small ;  to  retreat  across  the  river,  would  destroy  the 
dawa  of  hope  awakened  in  the  bosoms  of  the  Jersey  militia  by 
the  late  exploit;  but  to  make  a  stand  without  reinforcements  was 
impossible.  In  this  emergency,  he  called  to  his  aid  (Jeneral 
Cadwalader  from  Orosswicks,  and  General  Mifflin  from  Borden- 
town,  witb  their  collective  forces,  amounting  to  about  three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  men.  He  did  it  with  reluctance,  for  it  seemed 
like  involving  them  in  the  common  danger,  but  the  exigency  of 
tbe  case  admitted  of  no  alternative.  They  promptly  answered  to 
his  call,  and  marching  in  the  nigbt,  joined  him  on  the  1st  of 
January. 

"Washmgton  chose  a  position  for  hia  main  body  on  the  cast 
side  of  the  Assunpiai.  Thero  was  a  narrow  stone  bridge  across 
it,  where  the  water  was  very  deep  ;  the  same  bridge  over  which 
part  of  llabl's  brigade  had  escaped  in  the  recent  affair.  He 
planted  his  artillery  so  as  to  command  tbe  bridge  and  the  fords. 
His  advance  guard  was  stationed  about  three  miles  off  in  a  wood, 
having  in  front  a  stream  called  Shabbakong  Creek. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  came  certain  word  that  Corn- 
wallis  was  approaching  with  all  his  force.  Strong  parties  were 
sent  out  under  General  Greene,  who  skiiiitished  with  the  enemy 
and  harassed  them  in  their  advance.  By  twelve  o'clock  they 
reached  the  Sbabbakong,  and  halted  for  a  timo  on  its  northern 
bank.  Then  crossing  it,  and  moving  forward  with  rapidity,  they 
drove  the  advajice  guard  out  of  the  woods,  and  pushed  on  until 
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they  e  heil  i  1  gh  gro  nd  iieJ.r  the  town  He  e  H  n  1  s  c  rps 
ot  severai  battd  ons  was  drawn     p    anl  1   li  th  m  t  t  mo 

n  check  All  the  part  os  in  advan  c  ult  matelj  ret  eat  I  to  the 
na  n  holy  on  the  ea'st  do  of  tl  e  A  s  np  nk  anl  fo  nd  some 
d  fiic  Ity  n  crowd  ng  a  ro  &  tho  n    row  1     dj,e 

Er  m  aU  the  c  J  eoks  and  leloy  t  was  a  ly  Bun'^.t  fccfo  e 
(_orii  alH  wtl  the  h  jd  of  hb  a  ny  ente  d  T  e  t  n  H^ 
e.  r  ^uard  nde  Gt  ne  al  Lesl  e  r  t  d  at  Ma  den  Hei  1  about 
hs.  miles  1  t  nt  anl  n  arly  1  alf  way  het  veen  Trent  a  and 
P  neet  n  Torm  ng  hat  oojs  nto  olu  n  h  now  ade 
lej  cated  attempt  to  c  o  s  the  Ais  up  uk  at  the  1  r  Ige  lud  the 
f  Is  1  ut  w  as  often  ep  iLeJ  hy  Iho  a  t  lie  y  Fo  a  part  of 
the  t  me  Waah  nj,ton  mounted  on  i  white  hoise  stat  onel  h  m 
self  at  the  eo  th  end  f  the  br  l^e  su  n^  his  orde  -e  Ea  h 
tmie  tho  enen  y  w  s    epuhed  th    o  was  a  sh     t    Id    tl  e  An  er 

n  1  nea  \.t  len^tli  they  dre  t  oft  c-ime  to  i  hilt  and  1  gl  ted 
the  c  mp  firei  The  4.m  r  ana  1  d  the  Ea  c  u  g  the  ne  j,h 
boring  tencea  for  the  pui-poae.  Sir  William  Ersltme,  who  waa 
with  Cornwallia,  urged  him,  it  is  said,  to  attack  Washington  that 
evening  in  hb  camp ;  but  his  lordship  declined ;  ho  felt  sure 
of  the  game  which  had  bo  often  escaped  him ;  he  had  at  length, 
he  thought,  got  Washington  into  a  situation  from  which  he  could 
not  escape,  but  where  he  might  make  a  desperate  stand,  and  he 
waa  wiilmg  to  give  his  wearied  troops  a  night's  repose  to  prepare 
them  for  the  closing  struggle.  He  would  be  sure,  ho  said,  to 
"bag  the  fos  in  the  morning." 

A  cannonade  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  until  dark;  but  with 
little  damage  to  the  Americans.  When  night  closed  in,  the  two 
camps  lay  in  sight  of  each  other's  fires,  ruminating  the  bloody 
action  of  the  following  day.    It  was  the  most  gloomy  and  anxious 
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night  that  had  yet  closed  in  on  tke  American  army,  throughout 
its  series  of  perils  and  disasters;  for  there  was  no  concealing  the 
impending  danger.  But  wliat  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  as  he  anxiously  patrolled  Lis  camp,  and  con- 
sidered his  desperate  position  ?  A  small  stream,  fovdable  in  sev- 
eral places,  was  all  that  separated  his  raw,  inexperienced  army, 
from  an  enemy  vastly  superior  in  numbers  and  discipline,  and 
stung  to  action  by  the  mortification  of  a  late  defeat,  A  general 
action  with  them  must  be  ruinous ;  but  how  was  ho  to  retreat  ? 
Behind  him  was  the  Delaware,  impassable  from  floating  ice. 
Granting  even  (a  thing  not  to  be  hoped)  that  a  retreat  across  it 
could  be  effected,  tbo  consec[uences  would  be  equally  fatal.  The 
Jerseys  would  be  left  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  endangering 
the  immediate  capture  of  Philadelphia,  and  smking  the  public 
mind  into  despondency. 

In  this  darkest  of  moments  a  gleam  of  hope  flashed  upon  his 
mind :  a  bold  expedient  suggested  itself.  Almost  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  force  must  by  this  time  be  drawn  out  of  Princeton,  and 
advancing  by  detachments  toward  Trenton,  while  tieir  baggage 
and  principal  stores  nmst  remain  weakly  guarded  at  Brunswick, 
"Was  it  not  possible  by  a  rapid  night-march  along  the  Quaker 
road,  a  different  road  from  that  on  which  General  Leslie  with 
the  rear-guard  was  resting,  to  get  past  that  force  undiscovered, 
come  by  surprise  upon  those  left  at  Princeton,  capture  or  destroy 
what  stores  wero  left  there,  and  then  push  on  to  Brunswick  ?  This 
would  save  the  army  from  being  cut  off;  would  avoid  the  appear- 
ance of  a  defeat ;  and  might  draw  the  enemy  away  from  Trenton, 
while  some  fortunate  stroke  might  give  additional  reputation  to 
the  American  arms.     Even  should  the  enemy  march  on  to  Phila- 
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delphia,  it  could  not  ia  any  case  be  prevented;  wLile  a  counter- 
blow in  tlie  Jerseys  would  be  of  great  consolation. 

Such  was  the  pkn  which  Washington  revolved  in  his  mind 
on  the  gloomy  hanka  of  the  Assunpink,  and  which  ho  laid  before 
his  officers  in  a  council  of  war,  held  after  nightfall,  at  the  quar- 
ters of  General  Mercer.  It  met  with  instant  eoneurrencc,  being 
of  that  hardy,  adventurous  kind,  which  seems  congenial  with  the 
American  character.  One  formidable  dif&culty  presented  itself. 
The  weather  was  unusually  mild ;  there  was  a  thaw,  by  which 
the  roads  might  be  rendered  deep  and  miry,  and  almost  impassa- 
ble. Fortunately,  or  rather  providentially,  as  Washington  was 
prone  to  consider  it,  the  wind  veered  to  the  north  in  the  course 
of  the  evening;  the  weather  became  intensely  cold,  and  in  two 
hours  the  roads  were  once  more  hard  and  frost-bound.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  baggage  of  the  army  waa  silently  removed  to 
Burlington,  and  every  other  preparation  was  made  for  a  rapid 
march.  To  deceive  the  enemy,  men  were  employed  to  dig 
trenches  near  the  bridge  within  hearing  of  the  British  sentries, 
with  orders  to  continue  noisily  at  work  until  daybreak ;  others 
were  to  go  the  rounds;  relieve  guards  at  the  bridge  and  fords ; 
keep  up  the  camp  fires,  and  maintain  all  the  appearance  of  a  reg- 
ular encampment.  At  daybreak  they  were  to  hasten  after  the 
army. 

In  the  dead  of  the  night,  the  ai-my  drew  quietly  out  of  the 
encampment  and  began  its  march  General  Mercer,  mounted  on 
a  favorite  gray  horse,  was  in  the  advance  with  the  remaant  of  hia 
flying  camp,  now  but  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  princi- 
pally relics  of  the  brave  Delaware  and  Maryland  roglmente,  with 
Eome  of  the  Pejinsjlvanla  militia.     Among  the  latter  were  youths 
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belon^ng  to  the  best  families  in' Philadelphia,  The  main  body 
followed,  under  Washington's  immediate  command. 

The  Quaker  road  was  a  complete  roufidabout,  joining  the 
main  road  about  two  miles  from  Princeton,  where  Washington 
expected  to  arrive  before  daybreai.  The  road,  however,  was 
new  and  rugged ;  cut  through  woods,  where  the  stumps  of  trees 
brohe  the  wheels  of  some  of  the  baggage  trains,  and  retarded  the 
march  of  the  troops ;  so  that  it  was  near  ennrise  of  a  bright, 
fi'osty  morning,  when  Washington  reached  tbe  bridge  over  Stony 
Brook,  about  three  miles  from  Princeton.  After  crossing  the 
bridge,  he  led  his  troops  along  the  bank  of  the  brook  to  the  edge 
of  a  wood,  where  a  by-road  led  off  on  the  right  through  low 
grounds,  and  was  said  by  tho  guides  to  be  a  short  cut  to  Prince- 
ton, and  less  exposed  to  view.  By  this  road  Washington  defiled 
with  the  main  body,  ordering  Mereer  to  continue  along  the  brook 
with  his  brigade,  until  he  should  arrive  at  the  main  road,  where 
he  was  to  secure,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  a  bridge  over  which  it 
passes  j  BO  as  to  intercept  any  fugitives  from  Princeton,  and 
cheek  any  retrograde  movements  of  the  British  troops  which 
might  have  advanced  towards  Trenton. 

Hitherto  the  movements  of  the  Americana  had  been  undis- 
covered by  the  enemy.  Three  regiments  of  the  latter,  the  ITth, 
40th,  and  55th,  with  three  troops  of  dragoons,  had  been  quar- 
tered all  night  in  Princeton,  under  marchmg  orders  to  join  Lord 
Comwallis  in  the  morning.  The  17th  regiment,  under  Colonel 
Mawhood,  was  already  on  the  march;  the  55th  regiment  was 
preparing  to  follow.  Mawhood  had  crossed  the  bridge  by  which 
the  old  or  main  road  to  Trenton  passes  over  Stony  Brook,  and 
was  proceeding  through  a  wood  beyond,  when,  as  he  attained  the 
summit  of  a  hill  about  sujiiise,  the  glittering  of  arms  betrayed 
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to  him  tlio  movemDnt  of  Merca-'s  troops  to  the  left,  ivho  were 
flliag  aloBg  tho  Quaker  road  to  secure  the  bridge,  as  they  had 
been  ocdered. 

The  woods  prevented  him  from  seeing  their  number.  He  sup- 
posed them  to  ho  somo  broken  portion  of  the  American  army 
flying  before  Lord  Cornwallis.  With  this  idea,  he  faced  about 
and  made  a  retrograde  movement,  to  intoroept  them  or  hold  them 
in  check ;  while  messengers  spurred  off  at  all  speed,  to  hasten  for- 
ward the  regiments  still  lingering  at  Princeton,  so  as  completely 
to  sutround  them. 

The  woods  concealed  him  until  he  had  recrosaed  the  bridge 
of  Stony  Brook,  when  he  came  in  full  sight  of  the  van  of  Mercer's 
brigade.  Both  parties  pushed  to  get  possession  of  a  rising 
ground  on  the  right  near  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Clark,  of  the  peaceful 
Society  of  Friends.  The  Americans  being  nearest,  reached  it 
first,  and  formed  behind  a  hedge  fence  which  extended  along  a 
elope  in  front  of  the  house  ;  whence,  being  chiefly  armed  with 
rifles,  they  opened  a  destructive  fire.  It  was  returned  with  great 
spirit  by  the  enemy.  At  the  first  discharge  Mercer  was  dismount- 
ed, "  his  gallant  gray  "  being  crippled  by  a  musket  ball  in  the  leg. 
One  of  his  colonels,  also,  was  mortally  wounded  and  carried  to 
the  rear.  Availing  themselves  of  the  confusion  thus  ocoasioued, 
the  British  charged  with  the  bayonet ;  tho  American  riflemen 
having  no  weapon  of  the  kind,  were  thrown  into  disorder  and 
retreated.  Mercer,  who  was  on  foot,  endeavored  to  rally  them, 
when  a  blow  from  the  butt  end  of  a  musket  felled  him  to  the 
ground.  He  rose  and  defended  himself  with  his  sword,  but  was 
surrounded,  bayoneted  repeatedly,  and  left  for  dead. 

Mawhood  pursued  the  broken  and  retreating  troops  to  the 
brow  of  the  rising  ground,  on  which  Clark's  house  was  situated, 
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when  he  beheld  a  large  force  emerging  from  a  wood  iind  advaac- 
ing  to  the  rescue.  It  was  a  body  of  PennsylTania  militia,  which 
Waahingtfln,  on  hearing  the  flrmg,  had  detached  to  the  support  of 
Mercer.  Mawhood  instantly  ceased  pursuit,  drew  up  his  ai'til- 
lery,  and  by  a  heayy  discharge  brought  the  militia  to  a  stand. 

At  this  moment  Washington  himself  arrived  at  tlie  scene  of 
action,  having  galloped  from  the  by-road  in  advance  of  his  troops. 
From  a  rising  ground  he  beheld  Mercer's  troops  retreating  in  con- 
fusion, and  the  detachment  of  militia  checked  by  Mawhood's  ar- 
tillery. Every  thing  was  at  peril.  Putting  spurs  to  his  torse  he 
dashed  past  the  hesitating  militia,  waving  his  hat  and  cheering 
them  on.  His  commaDding  figure  and  white  horse,  made  Lim 
a  eonspiouous  object  for  the  enemy's  marksmen;  but  ho  heed- 
ed it  not.  Galloping  forward  under  the  fire  of  Mawhood's  bat- 
tery, he  called  upon  Mercer's  broken  brigade.  The  Pennsylva- 
nians  rallied  at  the  sound  of  his  voice,  and  canght  lire  from  his  ex- 
ample. At  the  same  time  the  7th  Virginia  regiment  emerged 
from  the  wood,  and  moved  forward  with  loud  cheers,  while  a  fire 
of  grap^hot  was  opened  by  Captain  Moulder  of  the  American 
artillery,  from  the  brow  of  a  ridge  to  the  south. 

Colonel  Mawhood,  who  a  moment  before  had  thought  his  tri- 
umph secure,  found  himself  assailed  on  every  side,  and  separated 
from  the  other  British  regiments.  He  fought,  however,  with 
great  bravery,  and  for  a  short  time  the  action  was  desperate. 
Washington  was  in  the  midst  of  it ;  equally  endangered  by  the 
random  fire  of  his  own  men,  and  the  artillery  and  musketry  of 
the  enemy.  His  aide-de-camp,  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  a  young  and 
ardent  Ii^ishman,  losing  sight  of  him  in  the  heat  of  the  fight 
when  enveloped  in  dust  and  smoke,  dropped  the  bridle  on  the  neck 
of  his  horse  and  drew  his  hat  over  his  eyes ;  giving  Mm  up  for 
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lost.  Wlien  ho  saw  him,  however,  emerge  from  the  clouil,  wa- 
Ting  his  hat,  and  beheld  the  enemy  ^ving  way,  he  spurred  up  to 
his  side.  "  Thanlc  God,"  cried  he,  "  your  excelleney  is  safe  1  " 
"  Away,  my  dear  colonel,  and  bring  up  the  troops,"  was  tie  reply  -, 
"  the  day  is  our  own  1  "  It  was  one  of  those  occasions  in  which 
tiie  latent  fire  of  Washington's  character  blazed  forth. 

Mawhood,  by  this  time,  had  forced  his  way,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  through  gathering  foes,  though  with  heavy  loss, 
back  to  the  main  road,  and  was  in  full  retreat  towards  Trenton 
to  join  Comwallis.  Washington  detached  Major.  Kelly  with  a 
party  of  PennsylTania  troops,  to  destroy  the  bridge  at  Stony 
Brook,  over  which  Mawhood  had  retreated,  so  as  to  impede  the 
advance  of  General  Leslie  from  Maiden  Head. 

la  the  mean  time  the  65th  regiment,  wJiich  had  been  on  the 
left  and  nearer  Princeton,  had  been  encountered  by  the  Ameri- 
can advance-gaard  ander  General  St.  Clair,  and  after  some  shai-p 
fighting  in  a  ravine  had  given  way,  and  was  retreating  across 
fields  and  along  a  by-road  to  Brunswick.  The  remaining  regi- 
ment, the  40th,  had  not  been  able  to  come  up  in  time  for  the  ac- 
tion ;  a  part  of  it  fled  toward  Brunswick  ;  the  residue  took  refuge 
in  the  college  at  Princeton,  recently  occupied  by  them  as  barracks. 
Artillery  was  now  brought  to  bear  on  the  coUege,  and  a  few  shot 
compelled  those  within  to  surrender. 

In  this  brief  but  brilliant  action,  about  one  hundred  of  the 
British  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  and  nearly  three  hundred 
taken  prisoners,  fourteen  of  whom  were  ofiieers.  Among  the 
slain  was  Captmn  Leslie,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Levon.  His  death 
was  greatly  lamented  by  his  captured  companions. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  about  twenty-five  or  thirty 
men  and  several  oifieers.     Among  the  latter  was  Colonel  Haslet, 
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who  hail  clistinguialieil  himself  throughout  the  camptiign,  by  being 
among  the  foremost  in  services  of  danger.  He  was  indeed  a,  gal- 
lant officer,  and  gallantly  seconded  by  his  Delaware  troops. 

A  greater  loss  was  that  of  General  Mercer.  He  was  SMd  to 
be  cither  dead  or  dying,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Clark,  whither  he 
had  been  conveyed  by  his  aide-de-camp.  Major  Armstrong,  who 
found  him,  after  the  retreat  of  Mawhood'a  troops,  lying  on  the 
field  gashed  with  several  wounds,  and  insensible  from  cold  and 
loss  of  blood.  Washington  would  have  ridden  back  from  Prince- 
ton to  visit  him,  and  have  him  conveyed  to  a  place  of  greater  se- 
curity ;  but  was  assured,  that,  if  alive,  he  was  too  desperately 
wounded  to  bear  removal ;  in  the  mean  time  lie  was  in  good  hands, 
being  faithfully  attended  to  by  his  aide-de-camp,  Major  Arm- 
strong, and  treated  with  the  utmost  eare  and  kindness  by  Mr. 
Clark's  fam.ily.* 

Under  these  circumstances  Washington  felt  compelled  to  leave 
his  old  companion  in  arms  to  his  fate.  Indeed,  he  was  called 
away  by  the  exigencies  of  his  command,  having  to  pursue  the  rout- 
ed reg  e  t  wJ  chwerc  nakmg  i  h  a  lion"  ret  at  t  Brum?  1 
111  th  3  pa  an  t  he  took  the  le  d  t  the  heil  of  a  let  chment 
of  ca  1  y  At  L.  ngston  how  ver  th  e  m  les  to  the  northea  t 
of  Pr  ncet  n  he  p  illed  up  restrained  his  ird  r  1  held  eo  n 
c  1  of  vir  on  ho  eba  k  Sho  Id  he  ke  p  on  to  Brunsw  1  r 
not  The  capt  re  of  the  Bi  t  sh  stores  an  I  bagg  ge  would  m^ke 
h  8  tr  umj!  con  plete  but  on  the  oth  hand  h  s  troop  were 
ex  e  ely  fati^  el  ly  the  a[  d  ma  h  11  n  j,ht  and  h'wi 
fight  m  the    a  \.ll  of  the  n  had  been  one  n  ght  w  thout 

sleep  inl  omeofthcntwo  aal  in^  w  half  ta  ed  Thy 
were  without  blankets,  thinly  clad,  some  of  them  barefooted,  and 
*  S«e  ■Washington  to  Col.  Read,  Jan.  1.^. 
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tills  in  freezing  weatier.  Cornwallia  would  bo  upon  tliem  before 
they  could  reach  Brunswick.  His  rear-guard,  under  General 
Leslie,  bad  beeo  quartered  but  six  inileB  from  Princeton,  and 
the  retreating  troops  must  have  roused  them.  Tinder  these  eon- 
sideratioQS,  it  was  determined  to  discontinue  the  pursuit  and  pusli 
for  Morristown.  There  they  would  be  in  a  mountainous  country, 
heavily  wooded,  in  an  abundant  neighborhood,  and  on  the  flant 
of  the  enemy,  with  various  defiles  by  which  they  might  change 
their  positioa  according  to  his  moTOments. 

Filing  off  to  the  left,  therefore,  from  KingstoB,  and  breaking 
down  the  bridgea  behind  him,  Washington  took  the  narrow  road 
by  Rocky  Hill  to  Pluckamin.  His  troops  were  so  exhausted, 
that  many  in  the  course  of  the  march  would  lie  down  in  the 
woods  on  the  frozen  ground  and  fall  asleep,  and  were  with  diffi- 
calty  roused  and  cheered  forward.  At  Pluokamin  he  halted  for 
a  time,  to  allow  them  a  little  repose  and  refreshment.  While 
they  are  taking  breath  we  will  cast  our  eyes  back  to  the  camp  of 
Oomwallis,  to  see  what  was  the  effect  upon  him  of  this  masterly 
moTement  of  Washington. 

His  lordship  had  retired  to  re.ot  at  Trenton  with  ihe  sports- 
man's vaunt  that  he  would  "  bag  the  fos  in  the  morning." 
Nothing  could  surpass  his  surprise  and  ehagrin,  when  at  day- 
break the  expiring  watchflres  and  deserted  camp  of  the  Ameri- 
cans told  him  that  the  prize  had  once  more  evaded  his  grasp; 
that  the  general  whose  military  skill  he  had  decried  had  outgen- 
eralled  him. 

For  a  time  he  could  not  learn  whither  the  army,  which  had 
stolen  away  so  silently,  hod  directed  its  stealthy  marcL  By  suu- 
risEj  however,  there  was  the  booming  of  cannon,  like  the  rum- 
bling of  distant  thunder,  in  the  directioa  of  Princeton.  The  idea 
VOL.  n.— 21 
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iliialied  upon  him  that  Washington  had  not  merely  escaped,  but 
■was  about  to  mate  a  dash  at  the  British  magazines  at  Brnnswick. 
Alarmed  for  the  safety  of  Lis  military  stores,  his  lordship  forth- 
with broke  up  his  camp,  and  made  a  rapid  march  towards  Prince' 
ton.  As  he  arriyed  in  sight  of  the  hridgo  over  Stony  Brook,  ho 
beheld  Major  Kelly  and  his  party  busy  ia  its  destruction.  A 
distant  discharge  of  round  shot  from  his  field-pieces  drove  them 
away,  hut  the  bridge  was  ab'eady  broken.  It  would  take  time  to 
repair  it  for  the  passage  of  the  artillei-y ;  so  Oornwallis  in  his 
impatience  urged  his  troops  breaet-high  through  the  turbulent 
and  icy  stream,  and  again  pushed  forward.  He  waa  brought  to  a 
stand  by  the  discharge  of  a  thirty-two  pounder  from  a  distant 
breastwork.  Supposing  the  Americans  to  ho  there  in  force,  and 
prepared  to  make  redstance,  he  sent  out  some  horsemen  to  recon- 
noitre, and  advanced  to  storm  the  battery.  There  was  no  one 
there.  The  thirty-two  pounder  had  been  left  behind  hj  the 
Americans,  as  too  unwieldy,  and  a  match  had  been  applied  to  it 
by  some  lingerer  of  Washington's  rear-guard. 

Without  further  delay  Cornwallia  hurried  forward,  eager  to 
save  his  magazines.  Crossing  the  bridge  at  Kingston,  he  kept 
on  along  the  Brunswick  road,  supposing  Washington  still  before 
him.  The  latter  had  got  far  in  the  advance,  during  the  delays 
caused  by  the  broken  bridge  at  Stony  Brook,  and  the  discharge 
of  the  thirty-two  pounder;  and  tlie  alteration  of  his  course  at 
Kingston  had  carried  him  completely  out  of  the  way  of  Gorn- 
wallifl.  His  lordship  reached  Brunswick  towards  evening,  and 
endeavored  to  console  himself,  by  the  safety  of  the  miUtary 
stores,  for  being  so  completely  foiled  aud  out-manreuvred. 

Washington,  in  tho  mean  time,  was  all  on  the  alert;  the  lioa 
part  of  his  nature  was  aroused ;  and  while  his  weary  troops  were 
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a  manner  panting  upon  tlit  ^rounil  aro  ud  liim  lie  wi^  de 
s  aad  callm^  out  lid  to  t-nable  him  to  tilkw  up 
1  letter  to  Putnam,  written  from  Pluekamm 
during  the  halt,  he  says  :  '  The  enemy  appear  ti  he  panic  '.truoL 
I  am  ia  hopes  of  clrivmg  tln?m  oat  ot  the  Jusejs  March  tht 
troops  under  your  command  to  CiosswiclvB,  and  kpep  a  etii&t 
watch  upon  the  enemy  in  this  quarttr  Keep  ts  mmy  spie'i  out 
as  you  thiols  proper.  A  nuiaher  of  hoiai-men  m  ths  drei'i  of 
the  country  must  he  kept  constantly  gtmg  hatkwirds  inil  tor 
wards  for  this  purpose.  It  yon  discos  ei  inj  motion  of  the  enemy 
of  conseiiuence,  let  me  he  informed  thereof  is  soon  as  possihle 
by  express." 

To  General  Heath,  also,  who  was  stationed  in  the  Highlands 
of  the  Hudson,  he  wrote  at  the  bsme  hurried  moment  "  The 
enemy  are  in  great  coasternation,  aad  as  the  panic  affords  us  i  fa 
vorahle  opportunity  to  drive  them  out  of  the  Jerseys,  it  has  heen 
determined  in  council  that  yon  should  move  down  towards  New 
York  with  a  considerable  force,  as  if  you  had  a  design  upon  the 
city.  That  being  an  object  of  great  importance,  the  enemy  will 
be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  a  considerable  part  of 
their  force  from  the  Jerseys,  if  not  the  whole,  to  secure  the  city." 

These  letters  despatched,  he  continued  forward  to  Morris- 
town,  where  at  length  he  came  to  a  halt  from  his  incessant  and 
harassing  marchings.  There  he  learnt  that  General  Mercer  was 
still  alive.  He  immediately  sent  his  own  nephew,  Major  George 
Lewis,  under  the  protection  of  a  flag,  to  attend  upon  Hm.  Mer- 
cer had  indeed  been  kindly  nursed  by  a  daughter  of  Mi-.  Olai'k 
and  a  negro  woman,  who  had  not  been  frightened  from  their 
home  by  the  storm  of  battle  which  raged  around  it.  At  the 
time  that  the  troops  of  Comwallia  approached,  Major  Armstrong 
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was  binding  up  Morcor'a  wounda.  The  latter  inalsted  on.  liia 
leaving  liim  in  the  kind  lianda  of  Mr.  Clark's  Lonaohold,  and 
rejoining  the  army.  Lewis  foimd  him  languishing  in  great  pam; 
he  had  l>eea  treated  with  respect  hy  the  enemy,  and  great  tender- 
ness by  the  henevolent  family  who  had  sheltered  him.  He  ex- 
pired in  the  arjns  of  Major  Lewia  on  the  12th  of  January,  in  the 
fifty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  Benjamin  Kush,  afterwards  cele- 
brated as  a  physician,  was  with  him  when  he  died. 

He  was  upright,  intelligent  and  hrave ;  esteemed  as  a  soldier 
and  beloved  as  a  man,  and  by  none  more  so  than  by  Washington. 
His  career  aa  a  general  had  heen  hrief;  but  long  enough  to 
Bocore  him  a  lasting  renown.  His  name  remains  one  of  the  oon- 
secTated  names  of  the  Revolution. 

From  Murristown,  Washington  again  wrote  to  General  Heath, 
repeating  hie  former  orders.  To  Major-geiieral  Lmcoln,  also, 
who  was  just  arrived  at  Peckskill,  and  had  command  of  the 
Blassachusetts  mUitia,  he  writes  on  the  7th,  "  General  Heath  will 
communicate  mine  of  this  date  to  you,  by  which  you  will  find 
that  the  greater  part  of  your  troops  are  to  move  down  towards 
Hew  York,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to  that  quaa>ter ; 
and'  if  they  do  not  throw  a  considerable  body-  back  again,  you 
may,  in  all  probability,  carry  the  city,  or  at  least  bloetade  them 
in  it.  *  *  *  *  Be  as  expeditious  aa  possible  in  moving 
forward,  for  the  sooner  a  panic-struck  enemy  is  followed  the  bet- 
ter. If  we  can  oblige  them  to  evacuate  the  Jerseys,  we  must 
drive  them  to  the  utmost  distress ;  for  they  have  depended  npon 
th^supplies  from  that  State  for  their  winter's  support." 

Colonel  Eeed  was  ordered  to  send  out  rangers  and  bodies  of 
niilitia  to  scour  the  country,  waylay  foraging  parties,  cut.pff-eup- 
pliea,  and  keep  the  cantonments  of  the  enemy  in  a  state  of  siege: 
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"I  would  not  suffer  a  man  to  etir  lieyoad  tiieir  imesj"  writes 
Waglirngton,  "  nor  suffer  tbem  to  havo  tho  least  commuuication 
with  tho  conntiy." 

The  espeditiou  under  General  Heath  toward  Now  Yort,  from 
wliioli  much  had  been  anticipated  by  "Waahingtoo,  proved  a  fail- 
ure. It  moved  in  three  diyfeionB,  by  different  routes,  but  all 
arriving  ncai-ly  at  the  same  time  at  the  enemy's  outposts  at  King's 
Bridge.  There  was  some  skirmishing,  but  the  great  feature  of 
the  espedition  was  a  pompous  and  peremptory  summons  of  Fort  In- 
dependence to  surrender.  "  Twenty  minutes  only  can  be  allowed," 
said  Heath,  "  for  the  garrison  to  give  fheir  answer  and  should  it 
be  in  the  negative,  ttey  must  abide  the  con^qntnce** '  The 
garrison  made  no  answer  but  an  occasional  cannonad  Heath 
failed  to  follow  up  his  summons  by  cuiiLspouding  deels  He 
hovered  and  skirmished  for  some  diys  ibo  t  the  ontj  st-s  and 
Spjt  den  Ihiivel  Creek,  and  then  retired  lefur  i  th  catcned 
snow-storm,  and  the  report  of  an  enemy  a  fleet  f  n  Bl  oJc 
Island,  with  troops  under  Lord  Percy,  who  might  land  in  West- 
chester, and  fake  the  besieging  force  in  rear, 

Wasliiogton,  while  he  spoke  of  Heath's  failure  with  indul- 
gence in  his  despatches  to  government,  could  not  but  give  him 
a  rebuke  in  a  private  letter.  "  Your  summons,"  writes  he,  "  as  you 
did  not  attempt  to  fulfil  your  threats,  was  not  only  idle,  but 
faiOKal  and  will  not  fod  of  turning  the  langh  exceedingly  upon 
ua  These  things  I  mention  to  you  as  a  friend,  for  you  will 
perccHe  they  have  composed  no  part  of  my  public  letter." 

But  though  di-sappomted  m  this  part  of  his  plan,  Washington, 
having  received  reinforcements  of  militia,  continued,  with  his  scanty 
army,  to  carry  on  his  system  of  annoyance.  The  situation  of  Com- 
wallis,  who,  but  a  short  time  before,  traversed  the  Jerseys  so 
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